
Amazon: Amazon.com, the world’s largest online retailer, 
features thousands of pornography-related items in numerous 
categories. Items for sale on Amazon include hardcore pornographic 
films and magazines, books featuring collections of eroticized child 
nudity, sex dolls (many with childlike features), and much more. 
From its Kindle e-reader, Amazon Prime, to Amazon Web Services, 
Amazon is profiting from pornography.

American Library Association: The ALA 
zealously encourages public libraries to not install Internet filters 
on public-access computers, thereby granting patrons—including 
children—the opportunity to view obscene material. This has turned 
the once safe community setting of the public library into an XXX-
space that fosters child sexual abuse, sexual assault, exhibitionism, 
stalking, and lewd behavior in libraries across the country.  

Amnesty International: Amnesty’s support for 
the full decriminalization of prostitution prioritizes the special 
interests of pimps/sex traffickers and sex buyers over the 
human rights of people in prostitution. Full decriminalization 
of prostitution grants impunity to pimps and brothel-keepers by 
allowing them to carry out their activities as mere “sex business 
operators,” and creates a de facto right for men to buy people for 
sex. Amnesty also views prostitution as “sex work,” transforming 
the violence inherent to prostitution into an “on-the-job” 
requirement.

Backpage.com: Backpage.com brings the seedy street 
corners of America’s red-light districts to home computers. As a 
classified advertising website known as “the hub” for prostitution 
advertising, Backpage.com serves as a virtual auction block where 
sex buyers can shop for human beings for sex from the privacy 
of their home, office, hotel room, or cell phone. Many of those 
bought and sold via the website are sexually trafficked women 
and children. The website facilitates this activity by editing ads to 
conceal the illegality of underlying criminal activity.

Comcast: Comcast profits from sexual exploitation. One way 
it does this is by providing access to hardcore pornography via its 
Xfinity television packages. Comcast has even defended its provision 
of teen, incest, and racist-themed pornography as a benefit to their 
customers. Additionally, as an Internet service provider, Comcast is 
not proactively filtering hardcore pornography, but shifts the burden 
of activating filters to their customers.

Cosmopolitan: This staple of the supermarket checkout 
lane is a visually hypersexualized and verbally pornographic 
magazine. With inexhaustible predictability, Cosmopolitan accosts 
shoppers with covers that pronounce dozens of recycled “sex tricks” 
and that flaunt an endless supply of hypersexualized cover models. 
As for Cosmo’s content, it relentlessly glamorizes things like public, 
anal, group, and violent sex to its young female readership.

EBSCO Information Services: EBSCO offers 
online library resources to public and private schools (K-12), 
colleges and universities, public libraries, and more. In its 
advertising for schools, it promises “fast access to curriculum-
appropriate content.” However, its Explora, Science Reference 
Center, Literary Reference Center, and other products provide 
easy access to hardcore pornography sites and extremely 
graphic sexual content. Innocent searches provide pornographic 
results. Via a system that bypasses school Internet filters, 
EBSCO brings the dark world of XXX to America’s elementary, 
middle, and high school children. 

HBO: Home Box Office Inc. (HBO) is a premium cable and 
satellite television network owned by Time Warner. Since the 
early 2000s, HBO has produced a string of original programs that 
incorporate graphic sex scenes. Examples include G String Divas, 
CatHouse: The Series, Hung, and Girls. Graphic depictions of sex, 
rape, and brutal sexual violence are also commonplace in Game 
of Thrones and Westworld. HBO has reached a new low as it turns 
torture porn into popular entertainment.  

Roku: A leading manufacturer of digital media streaming 
devices, Roku facilitates access to hardcore pornography via 
hundreds of downloadable private and hidden channels. This 
stands in stark contrast to other streaming device industry 
leaders such as Apple TV or Amazon Fire TV, which have rightly 
kept hardcore pornography off of their systems.

Snapchat/Snapcash: Snapchat, the photo-sharing 
app popular among Millennials and teens, has been criticized 
for its facilitation of sexting and the sharing of child sexual 
abuse images (i.e., child pornography), as well as enabling the 
monetization of sexual content through “Snapcash.” Snapchat 
recently made welcome improvements to allow “Discover” 
publishers to age-gate some sexually graphic content, but 
there is still much more Snapchat must do to create a safe, 
sexploitation-free, user environment. 

Twitter: Famed for “Tweets” which condense news and 
messages into 140 characters or less, Twitter is a major source of 
breaking news and boasts more than 300 million monthly, active 
users. It also serves as a major platform to disseminate hardcore 
pornography and facilitate prostitution. The site is riddled with 
sexually explicit Tweets and images, many of which serve as 
advertisements for pornography websites or online prostitution. 

YouTube: Google’s YouTube is an Internet conduit to 
user-generated videos where the latest cute kitten videos share 
a platform with hardcore pornography and rape videos. In spite 
of its terms of use, it has become a major pornography portal. 
YouTube users may easily stumble across pornographic content 
via YouTube’s “up next” queue, which frequently includes 
recommendations for sexually explicit material. 
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Department of Justice: For the 
past eight years, the U.S. Department 
of Justice (DOJ) refused to enforce 
existing federal obscenity laws 
(hardcore pornography) despite the 
fact that these laws have been upheld 

by the U.S. Supreme Court and previously enforced. 
This gross negligence gave a free pass to producers and 
distributors of pornography and enabled the culture of 
sexual exploitation to flourish. Will the new leadership at 
DOJ take robust action against the purveyors of obscenity?

Hyatt Hotels Corporation:  
In 2015, Hyatt Hotels 
Corporation followed other 
major hotel chains in pledging 

to remove all on-demand hardcore pornography 
offerings from its hotels. However, some of its hotels 
have not carried through on this pledge. Will Hyatt carry 
through with its pledge to remove this material from all 
its properties?  

Verizon: Verizon profits from 
sexual exploitation by providing 
hardcore pornography as an 
Internet service provider, through 

its FiOS television packages, and as a wireless carrier. They 
have even defended child, rape, incest, and racist themed 
pornography as a benefit to their consumers. However, 
Verizon has taken a step toward curbing its participation 
in sexual exploitation by creating an opt-in system for new 
subscribers to FiOS IPTV services. Does this step mark 
the beginning of Verizon’s journey towards becoming a 
sexploitation-free corporation? 

At the National Center on Sexual Exploitation, we work for a world where the pornified vision of reality—with its raw, brutal, debasing, hate-filled 
themes—becomes intolerable to all those who have concern for the well-being of humanity, respect for human dignity, and affirm human rights. We 
work for a world where human beings are not bought and sold for sex, whether on seedy street corners or via the modern convenience of the Internet. 
We work for a world free from sexual exploitation in all its forms. 

One way we do this is through the annual “Dirty Dozen List,” which names and shames a range of actors who contribute significantly to the 
normalization of pornography, prostitution, sex trafficking, and other forms of sexual exploitation. The groups, agencies, and businesses named to 
this list are among the nation’s worst for masquerading as mainstream entities with respectable reputations while facilitating access to, or pandering 
and profiting directly from pornography and or prostitution. Other entities on the list push policy agendas that seek to normalize egregious forms of 

sexual exploitation. This list ensures that their participation and collusion with the various aspects of the sex trade becomes public knowledge and equips concerned citizens with 
information and tools to hold them accountable.     

We will continue naming and shaming until these mainstream contributors to the normalization of sexual exploitation no longer stand in allegiance with pornographers, sex 
traffickers, and sex buyers, and join us in fighting for the right of everyone to live sexploitation free lives.

WHY the Dirty Dozen List?

Join the Campaign at

DirtyDozenList.com
NATIONAL CENTER ON SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
EndSexualExploitation.org  |  public@ncose.com

202-393-7245  |  Washington, DC

Facebook has taken steps 
to improve blocking 
and reporting of child 
pornography on its site.

Google adopted a policy to 
prohibit pornographic ads and 
any ads that link to websites 
with sexually explicit content.

GooglePlay instituted policies that prohibit 
pornographic apps in their app store after the first 
year on our list (though lax enforcement of this 
policy followed). After a second year on the list, 
GooglePlay removed all apps in violation.

Hilton Hotels Worldwide publicly 
announced it would stop selling 
pornography and issued orders 
to implement this policy in all of 
their properties around the world. 

VICTORIES from the Annual Dirty Dozen List
See a more complete list of victories at DirtyDozenList.com
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Walmart, RiteAid, Food Lion and other retailers moved to 
put the sexually explicit Cosmopolitan magazine behind 
blinders in their retail shops.

The Department of Defense stopped the sale 
of pornography in all Army and Air Force 
base exchanges. The DOD also ordered that 
regular search and removal of all sexual 
materials displayed in public and workplaces 
take place for all military branches.

This premiere international hotel company, which includes brands 
like Holiday Inn and Crowne Plaza, was a candidate for the 2016 
Dirty Dozen list for its sale of hardcore pornography via on-demand 
television offerings. But IHG worked with NCOSE to remove 
pornography from all its hotels globally and stayed off the list. 


