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By Lori Arnold

EL CAJON — It isn’t Christmas, 
but a coalition of 25 different con-
gregations are celebrating what 
could easily be called the “Miracle 
on Second Street,” after their 40-
day intensive prayer effort led to 
fi ve homeless people—includ-
ing a kingpin—getting off of the 
streets, business owners ringing 
up increased sales, the site of an 
adult books store being sold, and 
one man rededicating his life after 
a freak accident revealed a cancer 
growth that doctors were able to 
catch in time.

“Looking toward the future, 
we fi rmly believe in the power of 
prayer as Jesus taught us in Luke 10, 
commonly known as prayer evange-
lism,” said Michael Griffi ths, one of 
the organizers of 40 Days of Hope 

for El Cajon. “Our City Council, 
civic leaders and now many pastors 
and business leaders are supportive 
of the prayer initiative.”

The event launched on June 
23 and concluded Aug. 4 with as 
many as 600 people gathering in 
the Prescott Promenade in down-
town El Cajon. Up to 3,000 people 
a week followed the initiative on 
Facebook. Follow-up meetings are 
already being held to determine 
how to continue with the ministry.

“The 40 Days of Hope focused on 
the Second Street area of town, but 
many feel we should expand the fo-
cus to the entire city,” Griffi ths said. 
“Local congregations could focus 
on neighborhoods near their min-
istry centers. It may be possible to 
strategically map out the entire city 
with each congregation choosing 
their areas of focus and eventually 

El Cajon prayer project propels change and renewed ministry
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A group of intercessors gather together in Prescott Promenade during the closing 
celebration of a 40-day prayer effort for Second Street in El Cajon. See EL CAJON, page 2

By Lori Arnold

NATIONAL CITY — Pastor Ser-
gio de la Mora had his hands full. 
His Cornerstone Church of San 
Diego was thriving after converting 
a former theater into a 1,000-seat 
auditorium. Church staff was host-
ing a daily coffee cafe at the con-
gregation’s adjacent administrative 
offi ces and volunteers were operat-
ing his Turning Hearts community 
nonprofi t in Chula Vista. He was 
writing books and had launched 
The Heart Revolution Conference, 
training leaders on how to reach 
the next generation.

But his father, Salvador, was not 
satisfi ed. 

Sensing the church was neglect-
ing non-English speakers, Salvador 
kept sowing money into a headset 
ministry for Spanish translation. As 
a second generation Latino, his son 
believed the English services best 
served the needs of his congrega-
tion.

“I used (the money) for other 
things,” his son said. “I thought, ‘I 

Skateboarding gang 
member’s unlikely journey 
to megachurch pastor
Fast-growing National City church 
expands to Tijuana, La Jolla, Escondido

don’t want to do the Spanish minis-
try, he’s crazy.’”

In those days, the younger de la 
Mora was still bi-vocational, run-
ning a landscape design fi rm serv-
ing the local YMCA, Navy housing 
and several coastal communities. 

“Most of the people I used were 
Hispanics,” the pastor said. “I knew 
enough Spanish to get by, but not 
proper.”

So he ignored the promptings of 
his father and applied the money to 
other pressing projects.

“One day the Holy Spirit told me, 
‘How is it that you can use Hispan-
ics to grow your company and read 
blueprints and make you a lot of 
money but you won’t teach them 
my Word?’

“I was done after that. I was like 
Jonah running from my own peo-
ple.”

So de la Mora did what a lot of 
successful pastors do: he delegated.

“I didn’t obey God,” he confessed. “I 
hired someone to preach in Spanish. 

As a former skater and gang member, Pastor Sergio de la Mora relates well 
to today’s street culture. Cornerstone Church of San Diego, the National City 
church where he is pastor, stresses excellence in ministry.

See DE LA MORA, page 8

adopt every street in the city. There 
is a desire in many to continue to 
work together as one Church in the 
City made up of many congrega-
tions.”

During the prayer effort, a doz-
en homeless people contacted the 
faith-based East County Transi-
tional Living Center on East Main 
Street to inquire about its pro-
grams. Five of the 12 have enrolled 
in their programs, which are oper-
ated out of a former motel on the 
east side of the city.

About 1,000 people were per-
sonally prayed for by more than 
200 small groups which conducted 
prayerwalks along Second Street, 
some erecting prayer tents. At least 
100 businesses between Broadway 
and Main Street to the south were 

See 
You 
at 
the 
Pole 

Millions of teens and 
children worldwide are 
expected to gather 
together at their campus 
fl ag poles to pray as part 
of the annual See You at 
the Pole event, set for 
Sept. 25. 

See story on page 9.
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prayed for daily by name.
In addition to praying for the 

shop owners, participating pastors 
encouraged their church members 
to support the businesses, which 
helped to improve sales. 

“At fi rst the business owners were 
apprehensive not being sure what 
the Christians would do,” Griffi ths 
said. “Once they saw that we were 
sincere, wanting to support the 
business owners through prayer 
many opened their doors to us to 
come in and pray for them during 
business hours.”

Personal, business benefi ts
Garry Davis, the owner of El Ca-

jon Auto Electric, said he noticed 
a dramatic change to the Second 
Street Alliance for a Better Com-
munity, which had struggled since 
its formation three or four years 
ago.

“It never took off the way we had 
hoped; in fact most of the times I 
was the only business representa-
tive there,” Davis said. “Now all of 
a sudden there are Christians com-

ing from every corner. They came 
to our meeting today with enthusi-
asm and fresh ideas to help Second 
Street. I believe God is about to 
take over Second Street for good.”

During the campaign Davis said he 
rededicated his life to the Lord after a 
freak accident led doctors to discover 
a previously undetected cancerous 
tumor on one of his kidneys.

In addition to Davis’ story, 
Griffi ths said he was inspired by a 
story that emerged on day 39 of the 
project: an announcement that a 
downtown restauranteur had pur-
chased the former adult-oriented F 
Street bookstore with an eye to per-
manently ridding the community 
of pornography.

“There is a renewed sense of 
hope and expectance that God 
is moving in our city and that He 
has incredible things in store for 
us as we press forward together,” 
Griffi ths said.

The next city transformation 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Sept. 
3, the Rock East County vampus, 
808 Jackman St.

For more information, visit Face-
book and search “40 Days of Hope 
for El Cajon.”

By Lori Arnold

EL CAJON — Richard Nixon was 
nearing the end of his fi rst term and 
the cost of a hamburger was 25 cents 
when Garry Davis relocated his auto 
electric shop next to the Second Street 
McDonalds.

Tenants have come and gone in 
the four decades since, and so has 
the hometown feel of one of the city’s 
busiest thoroughfares.

“It was Satan’s playground; he owned 
the turf,” the owner of El Cajon Auto 
Electric said. “Second Street became 
a battle fi eld between good and evil.”

So when representatives from some 
two dozen churches announced a 
concerted effort to pray for the street 
as part of its 40 Days of Hope for El 
Cajon, Davis, a longtime believer, said 
he was excited.

But it came at a cost, he said of 
the campaign, which offi cially ended 
Aug. 4, with an outdoor celebration 
at Prescott Promenade, several miles 
from the targeted effort.

“I was hit with calamity immediately, 
and nearly every day, both personal 
and fi nancial for at least 30 of the 40 
days,” Davis said.

Almost immediately his business 
improved, which he partly attributed 
to the time of year.

“But I believe it was prayer from the 
40 Day people,” he added. 

Other more significant changes 
occurred, too.

“I had just received some discourag-
ing news at work,” Davis said. “Some-
thing that I felt could jeopardize the 
future of my business. In desperation 
I took to the streets thinking a bicycle 
ride would calm my nerves. As I peddled 
I found myself praying to God to take 

PHOTO BY LORI ARNOLD

A customer leaves El Cajon Auto Electric a few weeks after the end of the 40 
Days of Hope for Second Street. Owner Garry Davis said both his business and 
his personal faith are greatly improved after local churches prayed for him and 
his auto service business.

40 Days campaign prompts rededication 
after man’s stunning cancer discovery

me home. I felt tired and desperate and 
just didn’t have the strength to endure 
another day. In my mind I pictured 
having a heart attack or stroke and it 
would be over. I felt completely at peace 
with ending my time here on earth.”

Still pedaling and without warning, 
Davis happened upon a 40-foot fl atbed 
semi-trailer truck parked in the bike 
lane. He plowed into the corner of 
the fl atbed with his chest, hitting it 
about 15 mph.

“I remember thinking, ‘Oh this 
is how you are going to take me, 
I didn’t know it was going to hurt.’” 

Davis was transported by ambulance 
to a trauma center where they ran a 
CAT scan to check for internal injuries.

“The nurses and staff were amazed 
at how little exterior damage I had 
sustained with such an impact,” he said. 
“With my wife by my side, the doctor 
came to inform me that there were 
no internal injuries. In fact, the way in 
which I impacted the truck could have 

and probably should have stopped my 
heart and killed me instantly.”

That was the good news.
Although there was no trauma, 

the scan got a spot on his kidney that 
looked cancerous.

“The doctors feel it will be treatable, 
and (it) probably would have gone un-
diagnosed had I not had the accident,” 
he said. “I now see God could take me 
any time, if He desired. He chose to 
let me live and used the accident to 
save my life.”

With his faith restored, Davis said 
he’s been on his knees daily seeking 
“God’s guidance in every aspect of my 
life,” he said. 

“I think 40 Days saved my life and 
my soul. God heard their prayers and 
restored my faith. I learned God wants 
me to live and has a purpose for my life. 
I should or could have died over eight 
times in my life that I can remember off 
the top of my head. This time, I fi nally 
got it, he wants me to live.”

EL CAJON…
Continued from page 1
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offi ce@asiaharvest.org
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to one of the 5,187 unreached 

groups in Asia for $25 per month.

Sharon Jahr
Life and Health Coach

619.917.9157
SoCal.trevobuilder.com

THE POWER OF WELLNESS

 Restore.
  Renew.
   Revive.



SD September 2013 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 3www.christianexaminer.com

When something’s been around as 
long as we have, it’s a good idea to 

freshen things up once in a while.

Since 1983

Happy 30th Birthday

— Coming soon —

ChristianExaminer…
refreshed.
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Back to school: Preparing our children for the battles ahead

Dean Broyles

As millions of our nation’s most 
precious resources—our chil-
dren—return to public schools 
this fall, inquiring minds may want 
to know: What worldview is being 
taught to our children? A worldview 
is critically important because it is 
the overall perspective or lens from 
which one sees and interprets the 
world. And as history teaches us, 
ideas and beliefs impact decisions 
and have profound consequences.  

You can be confi dent that most 
public schools are neither pro-
moting nor supporting the Judeo-

Christian biblical worldview. What 
then do we fi nd in its place? There 
is a virtual smorgasbord of neo-
pagan philosophies including, but 
not limited to, secular-humanism, 
scientifi c materialism, ethical rela-
tivism, radical sexual “liberty” and 
universalism, Hinduism (yoga), all 
of which directly or indirectly un-
dermine and attack the Christian 
worldview.  

One need not look any further 
than California for examples. 
Gov. Jerry Brown just signed an 
outrageous law permitting pub-

lic school students 
to self-identify their 
“gender” and choose 
which bathrooms or 
locker rooms to use 
or sports teams on 
which to participate, 
regardless of actual 
gender at birth. A 
California public 
school district bra-
zenly pushes yoga, in 
spite of its pervasively 
religious content. The list is indeed 
long, but space does not permit us 
to recount the myriad of deceptive 
philosophies here. 

Christian parents must not un-
derestimate the raw force of propa-
ganda and indoctrination—which 
is quite simply the repetition of 
lies, often with emotional delivery. 
The growing negative pressure 
on our kids in society at large and 
in the public schools is intoxicat-
ingly powerful. Are our offspring 
well equipped to withstand these 
mounting dark attacks on their 
worldview? The sad answer is “no.”  

Nearly three out of every fi ve 
young Christians (59 percent) dis-
connect either permanently or for 
an extended period of time from 
church life after age 15, accord-
ing to the Barna Group’s research. 
Many are leaving the faith, and 
many, if not most, of those depart-
ing are not coming back. Why?

The research data shows that 
one pattern has emerged loud 
and clear: Young adults rarely pos-
sess a biblical worldview. The cur-
rent study found that less than .5 
percent of adults in the Mosaic 
generation—i.e., those aged 18 to 
23—have a biblical worldview. Even 
merely 3 percent of young evangeli-
cals of late teen and college ages 
have a biblical worldview, accord-

ing to George Barna’s 
research. Perhaps this 
is because only 19 
percent of evangeli-
cal Christian adults (9 
percent of the over-
all population) have 
acquired a biblical 
worldview. And this 
is very likely the case 
because less than 50 
percent of evangelical 
pastors possess a bibli-

cal worldview themselves. Perhaps 
this is a result of our recent obses-
sion with evangelism while shun-
ning discipleship—what Dietrich 
Bonheoffer called “cheap grace” vs. 
“costly grace.” Simply put: Christian 
leadership, or lack thereof, really 
matters!  

Hard truth
As John Adams said, “Facts are 

stubborn things!” The hard truth 
here is that we cannot transmit to 
the next generation what we do not 
ourselves possess. And we cannot 
possess a biblical worldview with-
out seeking to acquire it in the fi rst 
instance, especially if many of our 
evangelical leaders do not them-
selves possess, and have therefore 
not transmitted, a comprehensive 
Christian biblical worldview to us.  

Time is not on our side. By the 
time a child reaches the age of 13, 
that individual’s worldview is large-
ly shaped and is fi rmly in place ac-
cording to Barna’s research. Post 
WWII Europe only took just over 
one generation to become “post-
Christian.” We are now well on our 
way to achieving the same result at 
a similarly rapid pace in America.  

What should we do? I submit that 
the most urgent matter facing the 
church today is not evangelism; it is 
discipleship—the successful trans-

mission of objective Truth to the 
next generation. We are at a cross-
roads: America as we knew it may 
end with us if we are not focused 
and intentional. Lies destroy. Truth 
transforms.  

Committed parenting
So what is a Christian parent to 

do? Well fi rst, whether your child is 
publicly educated or attends a pri-
vate school, make sure that you are 
intimately aware of what your chil-
dren are being taught—especially 
those things that contradict biblical 
principles and undermine your pa-
rental authority in your children’s 
lives. Second, make sure that you 
have a well-developed Christian 
worldview and are intentionally 
training your children in the same. 
We cannot afford to “subcontract” 
out this responsibility to others. 
Third, pray for wisdom about how 
you can strengthen and fortify your 
children for the growing persecu-
tion we face. Fourth, begin your 
training early: Start as early as 6 to 
8 years old.  

In this cosmic struggle for Truth 
we do not lose heart; we do not 
abandon hope. An important part 
of the Christian worldview is the 
sure reality that, no matter how 
dark it gets and how hard it be-
comes, Jesus wins in the end, and 
we win with Him! In today’s desert 
of deception our children are des-
perately thirsty for and needing the 
Truth. Let us make sure we give it 
to them and, in so doing, give them 
the priceless gift of a confi dent 
knowledge of and hope in our sov-
ereign and victorious God.  

Broyles is the president of the 
Escondido-based National Center 
for Law and Policy. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nclplaw.org.
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Mark Larson

What did you do 
over your summer 
vacation? Do you 
remember much of 
it, or did everything 
go by in a fl ash? This 
is the time of year 
when everyone is sud-
denly back in gear for 
the fall, the holidays 
sneak up and then it’s 
a new year, way too 
soon. Some things 
never change. But this year our 
summer was not at all what we 
expected.  

When I wrote my last column 
a couple of issues ago, little did I 
know how its topic was going to 
get personal. I was asking readers 
“What’s your meteor?” Inspired by 
the meteor that whacked Russia, 
I suggested that we all need to 
take personal inventory and be 
prepared for unexpected trials in 
life, especially in a spiritual sense. 
Little did I know what was about 
to be set in motion for us.

Almost immediately after my 
column was published our family 
faced  sudden new challenges. 
First, I had a personal health scare 
(I’m fi ne, thank God). Then my 
Mom had a critical surgery. Ev-
erything turned out well for her, 
too, but it was a tense few weeks.

On the heels of that (which 
covered May and June), on July 
1 my daughter got blindsided 
by some intestinal surgery that 
averted what could have been a 
deadly condition. She is also heal-
ing and stronger now and, as with 

the case of my Mom’s 
issues, no cancer or 
other issues. Praise the 
Lord… indeed.

I joked with them 
that it’s probably 
better to have all 
this stuff handled be-
fore the government 
takeover of health-
care kicks in, just in 
case they “run out of 
parts.” Hey, I think 

God has a sense of humor, too.
Now we’re dealing with our 

most recent meteor: My wife is 
facing a chronic illness that, while 
very serious, can be managed. But 
it will be the undercurrent for the 
rest of our lives. Expensive medi-
cation will control the situation, 
but it’s “there” every day. Now 
we watch the news and medical/
insurance policy changes differ-
ently. All that theory and political 
mumbo jumbo has become very 
personal.

Rhythm of life
No, I have not been “praying 

for patience” or asking God to let 
me play the lead role in “Job: The 
Early Days.” This is part of life, and 
we all face our problems, includ-
ing many more serious than ours. 
As we get older, there are more 
of these kinds of meteors heading 
our way. If there’s nothing like 
this in your life right now, you’re 
blessed. But get ready, and stay 
ready. Such things are a normal 
part of the journey.

So what’s the proper reaction 

to such things? I don’t know that 
there’s any foolproof way of cop-
ing on every level, but one thing I 
do know it this: Without God in the 
mix, it’s all futile. But even with the 
proper faith focus, it’s never easy. 
I think that’s how God intended 
it to be. Faith grows when tested, 
and we develop deeper character 
when the road ahead gets bumpy.

Life without challenges can 
be tedious in its boredom. Crisis 
moments reveal who we really are. 
They spur creative response and 
solutions. It’s all about growing 
in life, and helping others when 
they go through their rough spots.

A peak at the heavenlies
As our “Summer of Meteors” 

came to a close, we were back 
up at Big Bear Lake for our an-
nual family getaway. This year’s 
visit coincided with the Perseid 
meteor showers in mid-August. 
Rather than ignoring them, I 
decided to take them on, in a sort 
of symbolic way.   

It was only a matter of deter-
mining to get out of bed at 2:25 

a.m. to see the peak sky activity. 
I asked for family volunteers to 
go out with me and observe the 
spectacle. My son, Brandon, was 
the only one who joined me, 
braving the middle of the night 
alarm clock as the rest of the 
family snoozed. Off we went to 
stare at the heavens. 

The display was continuous with 
small and fast white streaks of 
light, with an occasional monster 
fl ash of energy. As we discussed the 
unusual beauty and randomness 
of the showers of light, we began 
talking about perspective.

Brandon asked, “How large 
was that meteor that hit Russia?” 
I recalled it was around 55 feet 
wide. Like a double big rig truck. 
Other smaller objects can create 
large damage, too.

Yet most of the “shooting stars” 
we were watching that night were 
tiny, just fl amed out, going away 
forever. Out of all the meteors we 
observed on that August night, 
only two had larger signifi cance—
more colorful and impressive. But 
they still went away, too.

Sharp clarity
As we stared at the night sky, 

contemplating the non-stop dis-
play, something struck me (not 
any fl ying debris though). Even 
with all of the frequent bursts of 
brilliant light and movement the 
vastness of the heavens was so 
much bigger. The sharp clarity 
of the overnight sky, seen from 
an altitude of 6,750 feet, was im-
mense beyond description. It was 
breathtaking in scope.

So often that kind of panorama 
is obscured by overcast weather 
and light pollution from Southern 
California. But that night every-
thing came into precise vision: 
No matter the number of unusual 
astronomical occurrences, there 
were still millions of stars and 
planets out there, hanging in 
perfect, non-accidental harmony, 
placed there by the Creator of the 
universe.  

It was a dramatic reminder of 
how, no matter what happens in 
life, there’s so much more that 
is working just fi ne. We should 
enjoy the daily blessings, weather 
the storms of life and relax in the 
reminders that The One who 
made it all is still in charge.

Larson is a veteran Southern 
California radio/television per-
sonality and media consultant. 
His voice is heard on KPRZ 
1210AM, and his weekday 
talkshow airs mornings 6-9 on 
KCBQ 1170AM. Email: mark@
marklarson.com.

Vastness of God’s creation dwarfs even the most scary meteor
Faith grows when tested, and we 

develop deeper character when the 

road ahead gets bumpy . . . Crisis 

moments reveal who we really are.
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Cal Thomas

The enduring legacy of Anne Frank
AMSTERDAM -- 

On the day I visit the 
Anne Frank House, 
which is actually the 
family’s hiding place 
atop Anne’s father’s 
business, the wait to 
get in is as long as 
three hours. Such is 
the attraction of this 
historic site, 53 years 
after it was opened to 
the public.

Anne and her family were among 
an estimated 107,000 Jews deport-
ed to concentration camps from 
The Netherlands during the Ger-
man occupation in World War II.

Anne’s diary has sold more than 
30 million copies worldwide and is 
available in 75 languages. It is not 
only a testament to the indomitable 
spirit of a young girl, but a vision 
of hope in the midst of perhaps 
the greatest inhumanity in world 

history.
While I have visited 

several museums and 
memorials to the Jew-
ish victims of the Ho-
locaust, my fi rst visit 
to Anne’s hiding place 
was quite different. 
Her story and that of 
her family and some 
friends who eluded 
the Nazis for two years 
before they were be-

trayed by an unknown person, is a 
living narrative that must be retold 
to this and future generations.

The timing of my visit coincides 
with the resumption of “peace 
talks” between Israel and the Pal-
estinians. Some Palestinian leaders 
have made statements about Israel 
in general and Jews in particular 
that track with Nazi beliefs and pro-
paganda. It is a sober reminder that 
history can repeat itself.

Anne’s appreciation of her cul-
ture fi nds full expression in this dia-
ry entry dated April 11, 1944: “God 
has never deserted our people. 
Through the ages Jews have had to 
suffer, but through the ages they 
have gone on living, and the cen-
turies of suffering have only made 
them stronger. The weak shall fall 
and the strong shall survive and not 
be defeated!”

In the midst of this declaration of 
strength, there was also her under-
standable fear of being discovered. 
As Anne wrote, also on April 11 
after hearing footsteps and noises 
outside the wall that separated her 
family from the rest of the building: 

“That night I really thought I was 
going to die. I waited for the police 
and I was ready for death, like a 
soldier on the battlefi eld. I’d gladly 
have given my life for my country. 
But now that I’ve been spared, my 
fi rst wish after the war is to become 
a Dutch citizen. I love the Dutch. 
I love this country. I love the lan-
guage and I want to work here...”

Ultimately she was not spared, 
but the literary classic she created 
in the midst of suffering, indeed be-
cause of it, has survived.

Anne and her sister, Margot, died 
of typhus in the Bergen-Belsen con-
centration camp in March 1945, 
just weeks before liberating British 

troops arrived. Their bodies were 
probably dumped in a mass grave.

In a diary entry dated April 4, 
1944, Anne wrote, “I want to go on 
living even after my death.” And so 
she has. Her desire was to be a writ-
er and she succeeded in her short 
life more than many writers who 
live a normal lifespan.

Her modest living conditions af-
ter the family was forced to move 
out of their home, is a monument 
to the power of individual courage 
and the triumph of good over evil. 
In her diary, as in her life, Anne 
Frank is a heroine, a role model, a 
martyr and a reminder of the pow-
er and infl uence one individual can 
have.

Anne Frank’s life was a candle 
in the midst of great darkness. Her 
fl ame should burn forever.

© 2013 Tribune Content Agency, 
Llc.

Millennials and mainlines: When ‘relevant’ Christianity is irrelevant
If we want Christianity to stay rel-

evant with young people, they say, 
we’ve got to rewrite the way we do 
church, including our songs. 

Recently, the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) dropped the hugely 
popular hymn, “In Christ Alone,” 
from its hymnal after its authors, 
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 
refused to omit a reference to Jesus 
satisfying the wrath of God.

In a powerful response over at 
First Things, Colson Center chair-
man Timothy George quotes Rich-
ard Niebuhr who, back in the 1930s, 
described this kind of revisionist 
Protestantism as a religion in which 
“A God without wrath brought men 
without sin into a kingdom without 
judgment through the ministra-
tions of a Christ without a cross.”

The response from the PCUSA, 
that their problem was not with 
God’s wrath but with the idea that 
Christ’s death satisfi ed God’s wrath, 
doesn’t change the fundamen-
tal problem of what George calls 
“squishy” theology. Theology is sup-
posed to be true, not palatable.

Along these lines, maybe you’ve 
seen the recent viral opinion piece 
on CNN by my friend, Christian 

blogger and author Rachel Held 
Evans. In it, Evans offers her an-
swers to the truly important ques-
tion, “why are millennials leaving 
the Church?”

To counter the exodus of young 
people from American churches, 
Evans says it’s time to own up to 
our shortcomings and give millen-
nials what they really want—not 
a change in style but a change in 
substance. The answer to attracting 
millennials, she writes, is NOT “hip-
per worship bands” or handing out 
“lattés,” but actually helping them 
fi nd Jesus.

Amen. I couldn’t agree more.
Then she goes on, “[the Church 

is] too political, old-fashioned, un-
concerned with social justice and 

hostile to [LGBT] people.” Well, 
okay—anytime political programs 
co-opt our faith, or we ignore the 
needy and fail to love those with 
whom we disagree, we do the Gos-
pel of Christ great harm.

But when she writes that attract-
ing millennials to Jesus involves “an 
end to the culture wars,” “a truce 
between science and faith,” being 
less “exclusive” with less emphasis 
on sex, without “predetermined 
answers” to life’s questions, now 
I want to ask—are we still talking 
about the Jesus of biblical Christi-
anity?

The attempt to re-make Jesus to 
be more palatable to modern sci-
entifi c and especially sexual sen-
sibilities has been tried before. In 

fact, it’s the reason 
Niebuhr said that bril-
liant line that I quot-
ed earlier.

He watched as the 
redefi ning “Jesus Proj-
ect” gave us mainline 
Protestantism, which 
promotes virtually ev-
erything on Evans’ list 
for millennials. The 
acceptance of homo-
sexuality, a passion 
for the environment, prioritizing 
so-called “social justice” over trans-
formational truth are all embodied 
in denominations like the United 
Methodist Church, the Episco-
pal Church and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).

But religious millennials aren’t 
fl ocking to mainline Protestant 
congregations. Mainline churches 
as a whole have suffered withering 
declines in the last few decades—
especially among the young. What 
gives?

Well, in an another essay which 
appeared in First Things over twen-
ty years ago, a trio of Christian re-
searchers offered their theory on 
what’s behind the long, slow hem-

orrhage of mainline 
Protestant churches:

“In our study,” they 
wrote, “the single best 
predictor of church 
participation turned 
out to be belief—or-
thodox Christian be-
lief, and especially the 
teaching that a per-
son can be saved only 
through Jesus Christ.” 
This, said the re-

searchers, was not (and I add, is still 
not) a teaching of mainline Protes-
tantism. As a dwindling denomi-
nation rejects a hymn which pro-
claims salvation “in Christ alone,” 
this research sounds prophetic.

Evans is right that evangelical 
Christianity is responsible in many 
ways for the exodus of millennials. 
But ditching the Church’s unpalat-
able “old-fashioned” beliefs to be-
come more “relevant” to the young 
won’t bring them back.

© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Ston-
estreet is the voice of “Breakpoint,” 
a radio commentary, formerly featur-
ing the late Chuck Colson.

John Stonestreet
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in the midst of great darkness.
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SACRAMENTO — A new Cali-
fornia law allowing transgender stu-
dents to select their sports team, re-
stroom and locker room based on 
their perceived gender violates the 
privacy of children and should be 
challenged, one religious freedom 
expert says.

Gov. Jerry Brown signed Assem-
bly Bill 1266 into law on Aug. 12 
after heavy lobbying by the state’s 
homosexual community.

“All students should have the op-
portunity to fully participate and 
succeed in school,” Evan Westrup, 
a spokesman for the governor, told 
the Los Angeles Times. 

Brad Dacus, president and 
founder of the Pacifi c Justice In-
stitute, maintains the law violates 
the privacy rights of all but a small 
fraction of students. As a result, his 
organization is seeking parental 
plaintiffs to challenge the law. 

 “The school bathroom bill, 
which attempts to force students to 
undress and share intimate spaces 

with members of the opposite bio-
logical sex, cannot and does not 
override constitutional privacy 
rights,” Dacus said.  “The start of 
the school year is a good time for 
parents to remind school offi cials 
that their children have not relin-
quished those pre-existing privacy 
rights in this or other highly per-
sonal areas.”

Within days of the governor’s sig-
nature, a group fi led a referendum 
seeking a public vote to overturn 
the measure.

Resources available
In the meantime, in an effort to 

help parents shield their children 
from such exposure, institute of-
fi cials have prepared a “Notice of 
Reasonable Expectation of Pri-
vacy.” The form, provided free on 
its website, allows parents to assert 
privacy rights on behalf of their 
children. Once the form is fi lled in, 
the attorneys recommend that cop-
ies be provided to the child’s teach-
ers, principal and district offi cials. 
A separate notice is available for 

parents living outside of California.
Among the topics the form cov-

ers are students’ privacy interests in 
bathroom and locker rooms, strip 
searches, personal beliefs, disclo-
sure of grades, and biometric data 
concerns, which have been raised 
by critics of the newly implemented 
Common Core educational stan-
dards. The form cites federal and 
state statutes relating to constitu-
tional privacy rights.

“The school bathroom bill is on 
a collision course with the Consti-
tution,” said Matthew McReynolds, 
a staff attorney for PJI and one of 
the drafters of the notice. “We urge 
parents to contact us immediately 
when they become aware that a 
self-proclaimed transgender stu-
dent is violating their child’s pri-
vacy rights.”

In addition to the privacy form, 
Pacifi c Justice Institute is also rec-
ommending that parents play an 
active role in their child’s educa-
tion by developing a rapport with 
the teacher and staff and becom-
ing involved in the classroom. It is 

Bathroom bill now law; new resource offered to parents
appropriate, he said, to kindly let 
educators know ahead of time your 
commitment to religious freedom 
and free speech.

“Although both federal and state 
law strongly protect students’ rights 
in these areas, it won’t hurt to let 
the teacher know that religious 
freedom is important to you, and 
you will be attentive to how your 
child is treated in this area.”

Other issues
Parents should also ask questions 

about how the school plans to han-
dle major holidays and world reli-
gion in the classroom. 

“In the last few years, we’ve heard 
from parents whose children were 
taken to a Buddhist temple on a 
fi eld trip, were given a project to 
construct an altar to their ancestors 
for Day of the Dead, and were as-
signed to memorize verses out of 
the Qur’an,” Dacus said in an email 
blast to his supporters. “Avoid be-
ing blindsided by asking this ques-
tion ahead of time.”

Finally, parents need to be in-

formed on how their campus han-
dles sex education and lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender is-
sues at school since state law now 
mandates such activities as LGBT 
History Month in October; the 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educa-
tion Network’s TransAction Day in 
March; Day of Silence in April; and 
Harvey Milk Day in May.

“Because these events are ob-
served differently in each school 
district—and often, in each individ-
ual classroom—parents need to ask 
tough and perhaps uncomfortable 
questions,” Dacus said.  

“Beyond the classroom, make 
sure you know what is being pre-
sented in school-wide assemblies, 
whether contraceptives might be 
given to your teenagers at school 
and whether the school would 
whisk away your daughter to an 
abortion clinic without telling 
you.”

For more information, visit www.
pji.org and www.genderinsanity.
com.  

By Lori Arnold

SAN FRANCISCO — The Cali-
fornia Supreme Court has refused 
to hear a petition by proponents of 
Proposition 8, asking the Court to 
uphold the state’s voter-approved 
defi nition of marriage as only be-
tween a man and a woman.

Offi cials with Protect Marriage 
fi led the petition after the U.S. 
Supreme Court in June vacated 
an appeals court decision that 
declared Proposition 8 illegal. 
Within days of the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown 
ordered all county clerks in the 
state to begin issuing marriage 
licenses for same sex-couples.

Attorneys representing the 
Proposition 8 team argued, how-
ever, that the federal ruling only 
applied to the two plaintiffs in 
the case. The cited state law that 
says voter-approved initiatives can 
only be overturned by an appel-
late court, and since the nation’s 
highest court struck down the 
appellate decision, Proposition 8 
still remains on the books.

“The state court’s refusal to con-
sider the inherent harm done to 
the rule of law by the U.S. Supreme 
Court that did not grant standing 
to Prop 8’s proponents in order 
to defend the merits of California 
citizens’ right to self-governance 
again leaves voters powerless,” 
said Ron Prentice, chief executive 
offi cer for Protect Marriage. 

Andy Pugno, general counsel 
for the Proposition 8 Legal De-
fense Fund, said the state’s deci-
sion has haunting repercussions.

“The California Supreme 

Court’s choice not to address 
the merits of our case, like the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s choice to 
avoid the merits, leaves grave 
doubts about the future of the 
initiative process in our state,” 
Pugno said. “Now voters will be 
less confi dent than ever that their 
votes will mean something. When 
politicians disregard the law and 
the courts refuse to get involved, 
what are we left with?”

Austin Nimocks, senior counsel 
for Alliance Defending Freedom, 
which has assisted in the legal 
defense of Proposition 8, said 
the lack of action leaves voters 
in a quandary over unresolved 
questions.

“Regrettably, an executive 
branch that has turned a blind 
eye to the enforcement of its 
state’s constitution has silenced 
more than seven million Cali-
fornians who clearly expressed 
their views about marriage,” the 
ADF attorney said. “The court’s 
decision today, however, does not 
end the debate about marriage in 
California.”

Prentice said it’s now up to those 
whose voice has been silenced to 
work to remove politicians who 
place personal agendas ahead 
of the law.

“This decision marks an ex-
treme period of lawlessness that 
can only be countered by a re-
sponse from voters, to take from 
offi ce those whose ideological 
agendas deny the existence of 
moral absolutes and who aggres-
sively seek to destroy the liberties 
of conscience and religious faith,” 
he said.

California Supreme Court 
dismisses Prop.  8 case
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What: “Unstoppable,” a new 
movie by actor and evangelist 
Kirk Cameron, will have a one-
night showing at an estimated 
700 theaters. “It [will be] an 
exciting way for people to watch 
simultaneously,” Cameron said. 
“This is like a concert. We are 
coming to town We’re here for one 
night. If you want to come, we’ve 
got room, but you’ve got to get your 
tickets.”

When: Sept. 24

Where: Simulcast from Liberty 
University and shown in theaters 
nationwide. Local screenings: River 
Village 6, Bonsall; Otay Ranch 12, 
Chula Vista; La Jolla Village 12, La 
Jolla; Plaza Bonita 14, National City; 
Oceanside 16, Oceanside; Mission 
Valley 20, San Diego; Mira Mesa 
18, San Diego; Horton Plaza 8, San 
Diego; San Marcos 18, San Marcos

Tickets: unstoppablethemovie.com
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Unstoppable faith
Kirk Cameron’s new fi lm 
explores personal journey 
in the midst of tragedy

Students from Liberty University converse with actor Kirk Cameron while shooting footage for his new movie 
“Unstoppable.” Many of the scenes were shot at Liberty University. Cameron said he partnered with the university because 
of its commitment to train its students in a biblical worldview. 

By Lori Arnold 

HOLLYWOOD — Far from the 
glamour and glitz of the Hollywood 
stages that defi ned Kirk Cameron’s 
career from teen TV heartthrob 
into adult actor and movie pro-
ducer, the former atheist stood in 
a South Dakota cemetery where a 
wholesome breeze tickled prairie 
grass as a handful of grief-stricken 
teens lowered their pal’s casket into 
the rich soil that sustained centu-
ries of farmers and ranchers.

Like the others, Cameron had 
come to say goodbye to his 15-year-
old friend, Matthew Sandgren, 
who, after battling cancer for two-
thirds of his young life, had fi nally 
been healed by way of heaven.

“That was really, really hard for 
his family and for our family be-
cause Matthew really loved God, his 
family loves God and we love God, 
and we prayed and were just plead-
ing with God to do a miracle and 
heal Matthew of his cancer,” Cam-
eron said in a phone interview. 

Now an evangelist who uses his 
CAMfam Studios as a platform to 
expand the Kingdom, Cameron ad-
mits Matthew’s death stung.

“It left me asking the question 
that millions of people ask: Where 
is God in the midst of my tragedy 
and suffering,” the actor said. “Why 
does God let bad things happen to 
good people? That is the question 
that has wrecked people’s faiths. 
It’s turned Christians into atheists. 
It shatters people’s hopes if they 
cannot answer that question.”

Even as he pondered those ques-
tions, Cameron decided to do what 
he knew best by capturing his jour-
ney on fi lm. The result is “Unstop-
pable,” which will be shown Sept. 
24 in about 700 theaters across the 
country through a one-day simul-
cast from Liberty University.

Cameron said the fi lm project 
defi es the traditional categorizing 
of a feature fi lm or documentary.

“It really doesn’t fi t neatly into 
either one,” the former star of the 
1980s TV series “Growing Pains.” “I 
almost describe it as a visual diary, 
you write personal questions and 
things in your diary that’s only for 
you to read. 

“This is me going on a very per-
sonal, transparent journey to dis-
cover the character and nature of 
God; of how a God of love could 
allow tragedy and suffering with 
people that He loves and He has 
the power to heal.”

The journey begins in Bison, 
S.D., where Matthew lived with his 
parents, James and Marci, and his 
older sister Kylee. The teen loved 
the Lord, the Green Bay Packers 
and sports, serving as student man-
ager for his high school football 
team and was a member of the cam-
pus golf team.

“I go to my friend’s funeral and 
burial and watch his football team 
lower his casket into the ground,” 
Cameron said, adding that in the 
fi lm he also recreates the creation 
of Adam and Eve, and Cain and 
Abel, and Noah and the fl ood, tying 
it all to a God of grace and mercy.

Through the journey of grief and 
making the fi lm, Cameron said his 
faith was strengthened in immea-
surable ways by developing a heart 
of compassion.

“There’s no trials that are more 

painful than the trials of a mom and 
a dad who watch their children suf-
fer,” he said. “As a father of six kids, I 
learned that tragedy and trials—while 
painful at the moment—really produce 
things inside of you and your heart that 
nothing else can. I think that’s why the 
Bible says that we should consider it 
pure joy when we go through trials of 
all different kinds.

“What I’ve learned is that God 
is a God of purpose, He’s a God of 
love, He’s a God of power, and we 
can trust Him in his judgments and 
in His wisdom because He is good.”

Understanding joy
Cameron admits that the con-

cept of joy in suffering is a diffi cult 
one for most people to grasp, Chris-
tians included.

“Joy looks like a fully alive faith,” 
Cameron said. “When you are able 
to see the face of God through the 
eyes of faith, that produces joy. 
When you are able to see that God 
is in control and that He is lovingly 
steering all of your circumstances to 
result in your good—and you have 
to see that by faith—that produces 
joy. I think that that joy looks like 
the settled, confi dent faith that you 
are in the hands of an all-powerful, 
all-loving God.”

Too many times, he said, people 
get hung up in always needing to 
know the answer to why.

“You can look through all of his-
tory and you can see that some of 
the most tragic things that have 
happened, and at the top of the 
list would be the crucifi xion of the 
most innocent man in the world, 
Jesus Christ, that resulted in the 
greatest thing that’s ever happened 
for you and me, it purchased our 
salvation and the forgiveness of our 
sin,” said the actor who also starred 
in the “Left Behind” fi lm series and 
the popular marriage movie “Fire-
proof.”

Targeting youth
Cameron said he decided to 

team up with Liberty University 
because of its four decade com-
mitment to training young people 
to impact the world by educating 
ministry leaders, teachers, lawyers, 
business people, missionaries and, 
now—through its Center for Cin-
ematic Arts—entertainers.

“That’s one of my passions as 
well, so it’s a perfect fi t,” he said. 
“If the world is going to be a bet-

ter place it is going to depend on 
the young people in this world hav-
ing the right view of God, of one 
another and have a plan on how 
to right the things that are wrong 
and fi x the things that are broken 
in this world. I try to make movies 
that help people do that.”

In fi xing what’s broken, Camer-
on said the best place to start is with 
parenting, which he laments as a 
lost art in today’s society. Too many 
parents, he believes, have placed 
their personal interests ahead of 
raising their children.

“They’ve abandoned their kids to 
be raised by counselors or coaches 
or churches or schools or friends or 
gangs or Facebook or the Internet, 
and we wonder why things seem 
to be spiraling into the toilet,” he 
said. “The answer, in my opinion, 
is to go back to God’s A plan. Chil-
dren obey your parents. Parents 
train your children in the way they 
should go, invest your life into that 
like the world’s future depends on 
it—because it does.”

Speaking to culture
Making movies that speak to bib-

lical truth is not always popular or 
safe, as Cameron has experienced. 
Earlier this year, both Facebook 
and YouTube blocked viewer access 
to the “Unstoppable” movie trailer, 
labeling it “unsafe” and “abusive.” 
Access was restored a few days later 
after nearly half a million fans pro-
tested the move. Cameron has also 
faced personal attacks in recent 
years for his moral stands, includ-
ing his opposition to gay marriage.

“It’s worth it,” he said about 
standing fi rm on his beliefs. “The 
goal is too important. That would 
be like asking Jesus if you know they 
are going to kill you why are you 
walking around healing people and 
telling them you are the Messiah?

“For you and me as Christians, 
we have come into this world to 
serve the King and to advance the 
Kingdom, and Jesus said all those 
who live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution. So it should 
not be a surprise when the world 
hates us, they hated Christ fi rst. We 
shouldn’t go around being jerks 
and being obnoxious, but when 
we speak the truth and we speak it 
in love, they’ll still hate us because 
they love their sin and their dark-
ness and they don’t want anyone 
telling them what to do. They just 
want to tell us what to do and what 
not to do. That’s to be expected in 
a world that is hostile toward the 
things of God.”

He admits there are times when 
feelings can get hurt or the ego is 

bruised by the comments.
“I think that we need to get some 

steel in our backbone and stop be-

ing afraid of those who make fun of 
us or try to shut us down and actu-
ally get in the game.”
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God didn’t tell me to hire someone 
to preach in Spanish. He told me to 
preach in Spanish.

“I had no intention of preaching in 
Spanish. I was raised in white America. I 
didn’t even want to be in National City. 
I wanted my church to be in suburbia. 
But one day God told me ‘You need 
to stop being the pastor you want to 
be and start being the pastor the com-
munity needs you to be.”

Within six months the Spanish lan-
guage pastor left the church, leaving 
behind 60 people needing spiritual 
guidance.

“I thought about shutting it down,” 
de la Mora said. “I couldn’t.”

So after several false starts, de la 
Mora shook his pride, took to the stage 
and used broken Spanish as he shared 
God’s Word.

“I just started butchering it,” the 
father of six said. “It was a spiritual 
massacre.”

Parishioners gently corrected the 
pastor’s Spanish from the fl oor, and 
as they saw his heart, the crowds grew 
despite his fl awed Spanish.

“It’s still not that good,” de la Mora 
said. “I don’t care anymore because 
I’m going to reach them. I went for 
it. I would weep and cry during the 
week, I was so mad at myself. I felt like 
a fl ake because I started seeing people 
come. They were broken, hurt people, 
full of religion, no sense of God. So I 
just forced myself to improve.”

Today, that 1 p.m. Sunday service 
draws 1,100 people, many of them 
from Mexico. Because of the success 
of the service, the church opened up 
a satellite campus in Tijuana last year, 
one of three new plants they launched 
simultaneously on Easter Sunday. The 
church also launched campuses in La 
Jolla and Escondido.

It’s steady and heady growth for a 
congregation that started with seven 
people, holding its fi rst worship service 
at Hilltop High School in 1998, with his 
wife Georgina leading praise and wor-
ship with backing tracks. The church 
still proudly displays a bright green 
plastic chair in its administrative center 
“to always remind us of our fi rst begin-
nings.” Even more spectacular is how 
de la Mora ended up pastoring at all.

Unlikely roots
As a pre-teen de la Mora had a pas-

sion for skateboarding and was already 
a semi-pro, boasting two sponsors and 
winning championships up and down 
the state. He was one of the few Latino 
skaters on the circuit.

But in his Santa Barbara neighbor-
hood, skateboarding was a luxury not 
afforded in a climate rife with local 
gangs, and de la Mora felt that pressure 
intensely as his own brothers recruited 

him for the gang they had founded. 
“I know how real it is,” de la Mora 

said. “I would go to school as a gang 
kid and I would take off my gang 
clothes and put on my skate board 
clothes after school. Because of the 
pressure, I gave up my career for 
the gang, but I had to because I was 
being jumped everyday.”

While confi ned to home while recov-
ering from a gang-infl icted stab wound 
to his back, de la Mora began listening 
to the local college radio station.

“I was fascinated how this DJ would 
just move from song to song,” he 
said, adding that he began to spend 
his home-bound days acting like a DJ 
while playing with his brother’s sound 
equipment. Eventually he answered a 
station ad to get his own radio license. 

“They were so stunned that 
this 15-year-old little gangster kid 
showed up that they just took me 
in,” he said. “I started a disc jockey 

company, and it grew so fast. I was 
putting in like 900 people at my 
dances at like $500 a head and I’m 
in high school. Do the math.”

Flush with cash and fame
By 17, he was working all of the 

local dances, offering DJ services 
for faculty parties at the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara, 
promoting concerts and running 
a radio show. A Los Angeles pro-
moter came calling, offering him 
a lucrative seven-year contract to 
mix music, but the Lord had other 
ideas, and one night de la Mora was 
haunted by a dream.

“I wasn’t even a Christian,” he 
said. “I was a good Catholic boy, 
did my fi rst communion and had 
religion down because Catholi-
cism wasn’t fi lling the gap. I had 
religion, but I didn’t have relation-
ship. I knew about God, but I didn’t 

know God.
“He showed me the fork in the road. 

It was like a wooded country sign and 
there were two dirt paths. I can still 
see it in my head. He told me if you 
sign that contract you will have all 
the worldly success, and the sign said 
‘worldly success,’ but he said if you do, 
you will miss the point of your life and 
it said ‘ministry.’

The dream left him confl icted about 
signing the contract, so he tried numb-
ing himself.

“I partied like never before,” he said. 
“I couldn’t shake it. It was so real to 
me. (It was) like what is happening to 
me? So I just jumped into drugs and 
alcohol. I was trying to bury that voice. 
God was calling me.”

On Aug. 4, 1987, as he was passing 
out fl iers for a local fi esta, de la Mora 
bent down to pick up a fl ier on the 
ground. It was an invitation to Cor-
nerstone Church of Santa Barbara, 
which was hosting a series of movies. 
The fl ier read, “Jesus Christ is coming 
back, are you ready?”

He folded the fl ier, put it in his 
pocket, snorted some more cocaine, 
prayed and then went to church.

“I’m not proud of that, but that’s 
my story,” he said. “I went because 
they were doing church in a loca-
tion where I held dances. So for ev-
ery pastor who thinks that because 
they are just using community cen-
ters that it does not connect, I con-
nected because it was a community 
center.”

A critical decision
On the way there, he talked to 

God.
“I said, ‘God if you can change 

life, I’ll give it to you because I 
don’t like my life.’ I had everything 
that a 17 year old would want, more 
money than I knew what to do with, 

DE LA MORA…
Continued from page 1

See CORNERSTONE, next page

Sergio de la Mora and his wife Georgina have teamed up to lead Cornerstone Church of San Diego, which was launched in 
1998 as a Bible study. He preaches, while she leads the worship team. They have six children.
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To benefi t
Rancho Damacitas Children’s Home

October 11, 2013
7:00 P.M.

The Bridge Church
38801 Calistoga Dr, Murrieta

For Tickets: 951.302.7597

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW!

fame.
“That day I heard the gospel for 

the fi rst time,” he said. “That’s why 
I always give public altar calls.”

Later that night de la Mora 
showed up for his radio show all 
buzzed up, this time on Jesus in-
stead of drugs. When the station 
manager realized that his young DJ 
had given his life over to Christ, he 
offered the teen more money and 
station promotion. 

“He said, ‘It’s just a phase. You 
need to forget about all of that.’ 
When he told me all of that I knew 
it was God giving me a choice be-
cause of the dream.”

De la Mora sold his DJ company 
and began holding street outreach-
es by mixing sound and preaching 
the Word. He entered a four-year 
mentoring program through Cor-
nerstone and was eventually com-
missioned to San Diego to start a 
church here.

“People were getting saved on 
the street,” he said. “I just loved 
God, I loved souls and I didn’t want 
anyone to go to hell because I knew 
I was going to hell. No one needed 
to convince me.”

Church also gets a makeover
In 2004 the church purchased 

the former Sweetwater Theaters, a 
nine-plex located in the east end of 
a shopping center. Two years later 
they launched an ambitious re-
model of the theater while church 
members worshiped under the 
“Supernatural Dome,” a tent in the 
parking lot that members alterna-
tively dubbed the “Hershey’s Kiss,” 
“Igloo” and the “Circus Church.”

The extensive project had a tem-
porary setback, though, after the 

church released the original con-
tractor. 

“We hired a company that did other 
churches in San Diego, but they were 
treating me like I was a ‘National City’ 
job. It was an $8 million project, but 
they just didn’t give me the respect. 
They just kept putting me off. Until 
fi nally I walked into their offi ce and I 
fi red them. I told them I’m going to 
fi nd someone who will respect me and 
not treat me like a poor ghetto Mexican 
church like you’ve treated us.”

The contractor scoffed at de la 
Mora, suggesting he would never 
get the project completed. Un-
daunted, the pastor hired a Del 
Mar designer, which led to the 
church winning a prestigious de-
sign excellence award for a com-
mercial facility. The new building 
opened in 2008, and de la Mora 
vowed that his congregation would 
never be marginalized again.

He said the church, its people, 
and the community they serve 
should not have to settle because 
the local mission fi eld is riddled 
with crime and is among the poor-
est in the county. In 2009 Corner-
stone of San Diego was named 
the third fastest growing church 
in America. Two years later, Baker 
Books offered de la Mora a book 
contract, and the former skater was 
offered a position to serve on the 

What: The Heart Revolution 
Conference

When: Sept. 3 to 6
Where: Cornerstone Church 

of San Diego
Speakers: Sergio and Georgina de 

la Mora, Benny Perez, Carl 
Lentz, Chris Hill, Russell 
Evans, Sammy Rodriguez, 
Morris Cerullo, Casey Treat 
and Obed Martinez

Cost: $99
Info: www.turningthehearts.com

CORNERSTONE…
Continued from last page

SAN DIEGO — Millions of students 
from across the country and abroad 
will gather Sept. 25 for the 23rd annual 
See You at the Pole event. Most events 
are planned for 7 a.m. This year’s 
theme is “If we pray, seek, turn; then 
God hears, forgives, heals,” based on 
2 Chronicles 7:14.

The gatherings are part of the 
Global Week of Student Prayer, 
which runs from Sept. 22 to 28. 
Students in more than 20 countries 
now participate, including Canada, 
Korea, Japan, Turkey and the Ivory 
Coast.

See You at the pole was birthed 
by a small group of teenagers who 
came together for a DiscipleNow 
weekend in early 1990 in Burleson, 
Texas.

“On Saturday night their hearts 
were penetrated like never before, 
when they became broken be-
fore God and burdened for their 
friends,” the ministry website said. 
“Compelled to pray, they drove 
to three different schools that 
night. Not knowing exactly what 
to do, they went to the school fl ag-
poles and prayed for their friends, 
schools and leaders. Those students 
had no idea how God would use 
their obedience.”

Through their vision, more than 
45,000 students met around the 
fl agpoles in four different states 
for what was expected to be a one-
time event. After sharing what had 
happened at a national convention 

several months later, the student-
led movement was born. The fol-
lowing year, more than one million 
students participated in See You at 
the Pole.

“Some sang, some read Scrip-
ture, but most importantly, they 
prayed,” the website said. “Like 
those fi rst students, they prayed for 
their schools, for their friends, for 
their leaders and for their country.”

As a result of the annual event, 
See You at the Pole has chronicled 
hundreds of testimonies of school-
based Bible clubs, weekly prayer 
meetings and other ministries hav-
ing sprung up on campuses.

Because the event is grassroots, 
it is constitutionally protected, 
and the ministry website offers re-
sources for students who may run 
into diffi culty with school adminis-
trators.

“You already have permission to 
have See You at the Pole because it 
is student-led, before school hours 
and outside of any school build-
ing,” the website said. “It does not 
cost the district anything fi nancially 
for students to meet and pray, so 
you aren’t “establishing religion 
with tax money.” 

In addition to legal direction, the 
website offers a host of resources to 
help plan and promote gatherings 
at local schools. 

For more information, visit www.
syatp.org. 

Annual See You at the 
Pole set for Sept. 25

board of Joel Osteen’s church net-
work.

“We went from a church of ob-
scurity to a church of national no-
toriety, and today we are the largest 
Latino-led church in the history of 
San Diego,” he said, adding that 
about 6,000 attend the National 
City services each weekend, up 
about 1,200 this year. Several weeks 
ago, nearly 200 people accepted 
Christ during the National City ser-
vices.

“Because of what God has done, 
we are able to open up other cam-
puses now just because we started 
reaching our saturation point. 
We can’t do anymore because the 
building just doesn’t allow you. 
Still, that isn’t bad for a church in 
the hood trying to do good.”

Striving for excellence
His push for excellence has ex-

tended to the Tijuana church, 
which just completed a fundraising 
drive to replace rented metal chairs 
with seats that are more comfort-
able. The next goal is to add air 
conditioning and improve the chil-
dren’s ministry.

“We’re showing them what life 
can be like,” the pastor said. “We’re 
showing them what ministry can 

be like. Instead of trying to fi t into 
their mold, we are breaking their 
mold to see this is what life can be 
like. This is the God that we serve. 

“It’s a standard of excellence that 
glorifi es God and inspires others. 
Ultimately it’s about populating 
heaven and plundering hell.”

Sergio de la Mora’s journey from gang 
member to pastor has been featured 
on the 700 Club.
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September 26, 7-9am
Handlery Hotel and Resort

950 Hotel Circle North, San Diego

RSVP at www.pwfsd.org

Join us for breakfast with keynote speaker 
Aurelio F. Barreto, founder of the “Not of 
this World” (NOTW) brand and CEO of C28 
Christian retail stores. Mr. Barreto learned in his early business success 
that a multimillion dollar company is not an accurate measure of 
success and infl uence. Mr. Barreto will share his insights about how 
it is possible to be “Not Of This World” and still build businesses, 
ministries, and infl uence that stand strong on the right foundation.

We’re honored to have him join us for next PWF meeting, and we hope 
you’ll join us too!

with Aurelio 
Barreto

BREAKFAST

    Professional Women’s Fellowship (PWF) 
enables women from all walks of life to meet together for support with the many 
challenges we face in our careers, families and ministries. We host regular meeting with 
inspirational speakers, hold Bible studies throughout the county, provide opportunities to 
support community outreach programs, host workshops, and enjoy an annual retreat.

Returning to San Diego

Former Pianist for Legacy Five

Nominated for Musician of the Year 2011, Tim 
Parton is an accomplished pianist and vocalist. 

Wednesday, October 2
6:00 p.m.

(doors open at 5:00 p.m.)

Pathways 
Community Church
9638 Carlton Hills Blvd.

Santee

By Lori Arnold

OCEANSIDE — In the 1960s when 
many young adults were sowing their 
oats with drugs and free love, Alan 
Lauer was planning his wedding and, 
as a young honeymooner, turning his 
life over to Jesus.

As young parents, Lauer and his 
wife ended their busy days by lis-
tening to the radio ministry of the 
Pacifi c Gardens Rescue Mission in 
South Chicago. 

“I was intrigued with their nightly 
radio program called ‘Unshack-
led,’” Lauer said. “Each night my 
wife and I would put our three chil-
dren to bed with the radio tuned 
to the Christian radio station. Our 
children have commented over the 
years that at times they would stay 
awake listening to the conversation-
al stories of men and women who 
found Christ as their Lord through 
the mission’s outreach programs.”

His interest in rescue mission pro-
grams never wavered and in the late 
1990’s he turned his focus locally.

“I have lived in North San Diego 
County all my life and have minis-

Volunteers for the Bread of Life Rescue Mission in Oceanside begin setting up 
meals they have donated for the community.

Oceanside rescue mission offers food—and hope—to the needy
tered in various capacities over the 
years,” Lauer, a senior pastor, said. 
“I have felt that one area of service 
that was lacking but desperately 
needed was a rescue mission.”

That’s when he connected with 
Andrea and Grant Kuhns, who had 
started the Bread of Life Rescue 
Mission, which began as a bread 
distribution program at a local 
park. It now occupies half of Apple 
Plaza in Oceanside and is affi liated 
with the Association of Gospel Res-
cue Missions.

“I was greatly impressed with the vi-
sion of Andrea and Grant and for their 
heart for displaced people, the hurting 
and the hungry,” he said. 

In 1999 the couple asked Lauer, 
then pastor at Crossroads Christian 
Fellowship, to join their board. 

“I eagerly accepted,” he said. 
Today he continues to serve on 

the ministry board and, as the mis-
sion’s pastor and director of off-site 
services, now works there full time.

“We provide an overnight shel-
ter from Dec. 1 through March 31, 
serve hot meals six nights a week 
all year round, and give lunches 

to each guest before they leave,” 
Lauer said. 

In addition to the seasonal shel-
ter, the mission provides nightly dis-
tribution of clothing and personal 
care products, a daily on-site food 
cart offering bread, fruit and veg-
etables, twice monthly food boxes 
through a partnership with the 
San Diego Food Bank and Feeding 
America, weekly food deliveries to 
various community stops and an an-
nual dental clinic.   

Every Sunday brings a morning wor-
ship service, followed by a free lunch. 

“We also offer onsite counseling 
to our guests to help them work 
through the obstacles in their lives, 
and case management takes place 
during the shelter season,” he said. 

Long term, the mission hopes to 
fi nd a permanent facility to expand 
its seasonal offerings.

“We’re looking at converting 
one of our spaces into a mini store 
where food products, fresh fruit 
and vegetables, clothing and per-
sonal care items will be available 
during the day,” Lauer said. “In 
the future we are hoping to get 
our own facility where people can 
receive shelter all year round, not 
just for three months, and where 
people can receive training that will 
lead to employment.”

Community support
Because all of the services provid-

ed by Bread of Life are free, they’ve 
had to use a patchwork of funding 
sources to keep its programs run-
ning.

“Our funding comes from in-
dividuals that share our vision to 

reach out to those in need,” Lauer 
said. “A number of churches con-
tribute fi nancially and encourage 
their membership to volunteer at 
our facility. We are always looking 
for individuals to help us get grants 
and to come up with creative fun-
draisers.”

The mission also benefi ts from 
gifts provided by local cities 
through the Alliance for Regional 
Solutions, which underwrites some 
of the costs to operate its seasonal, 
cold weather shelter. In addition to 
Oceanside, Bread of Life also pro-
vides services to residents of Vista, 
Carlsbad, San Marcos, Escondido 
and Encinitas.

Although the ministry has ex-
panded its offerings over the years, 
Lauer said he’s found that some-
times the simplest of gifts can bring 
immeasurable delight to the hearts 
of those who are suffering.

Simple touches
Such was the case when a woman 

approached Lauer with a loaf of 
bread she picked up on the out-
side food cart. She wanted permis-
sion to take the loaf home. He told 
her to take it and anything else she 
wanted from the cart.

“She looked at the bread and 
began to cry,” the pastor said. “She 
told me that all she had to eat the 
past two days was a bowl of soup 
each night. She was crying with joy 
because now she could have bread 
with her bowl of soup.”

Through that contact, Lauer was able 
to expand the reach of the mission.

“I found out that she lived in a 
local mobile home park, and that 
inspired me to begin taking food 
to mobile home parks to help those 
with limited and fi xed incomes,” he 
said. “My goal is to deliver food to 
any of the 17 mobile home parks in 
Oceanside that wants it.”

Reality check
While Lauer said he’s been 

blessed by many stories of success, 
he also admits he’s had to develop 
a thick skin.  

“Some (people)are grateful for the 
smallest of things while others feel we 
aren’t fi xing their problems,” he said. 
“The biggest lesson I personally have 
learned is that I can’t help everyone 
but I’ll do what I can. That helps me 
so when I go home at night I can go 
to bed and not feel guilty.”

Bread of Life is located at 1919 
Apple St. For more information, visit 
www.bolrescue.org or call (760) 
722-0800. 

Volunteer opportunities
Volunteers are a critical need for the Bread of Life Rescue Mission, 

which offers a wide variety of programs and projects. Among the most 
critical needs are workers for the following:

• Operation End Hunger — Workers who can load and unload 
food supplies are needed on Mondays through Thursdays. Contact 
Pastor Alan at alan@adlauer.com to fi nd out more.

• Soup kitchen — Volunteer cooks are needed to help with the 
nightly dinner preparation.  Because the mission has no stoves or ov-
ens, volunteers are needed to prepare the food in homes or church 
kitchens and bring the meals ready to serve. Contact Raylene at bol-
rescue@gmail.com to schedule a spot!

• Food boxes and groceries — Helpers can help prepare and dis-
tribute food boxes on the fi rst and third Tuesday of every month and 
grocery bags the last Thursday of the month. The volunteer shifts run 
from 3 to 7 p.m. Contact Raylene at bolrescue@gmail.com for more 
information.
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Christian Examiner staff report

EL CAJON —- Dr. David Jer-
emiah, senior pastor at Shadow 
Mountain Community Church 
and a No. 1 New York Times best-
selling author, will release one 
of his most signifi cant projects, 
The Jeremiah Study Bible, with 
a Dec. 5 celebration at the sto-
ried Theater at Madison Square 
Garden.

The event will also include 
award-winning Christian re-
cording artists MercyMe, Kari 
Jobe and pianist Gordon Mote. 
The celebration of God’s Word 
will also feature worship leader 
Marshall Hall and the New York-
based Brooklyn Tabernacle 
Singers.

 “I am absolutely thrilled to 
celebrate the release of this 
study Bible in the heart of New 
York, a city I truly love, and 
alongside some of my very favor-
ite contemporary Christian per-
formers,” Jeremiah, the author 
of 50 books, said. “This promises 
to be a truly special evening in 
a truly special city celebrating a 
truly special book—the Word of 
God. I can hardly wait!” 

The Southern California pas-
tor selected his favorite version, 
the New King James, on which 
to build the new study edition. 
The version is the one he uses to 
preach on each Sunday morning 
at Shadow Mountain. 

The Jeremiah Study Bible is 
the culmination of nearly fi ve 
decades of exhaustive study. It 
includes comprehensive intro-

ductions to each of the 66 books 
of the Bible, more than 8,000 
study notes (with embedded 
cross-references) meticulously 
compiled by Jeremiah over the 
years, and features hundreds of 
articles and sidebars designed to 
steep the reader in additional 
information and application. 

 “God’s Word is deeply mov-
ing and powerful to me, and as 
I worked to produce this Bible 
I kept in mind three goals,” he 
said. “First, I wanted to share 
what the Bible says. Second, I 
wanted to help people discover 
what it means. And third, I 
wanted to help people under-

stand what it means for them, 
as individuals made in their 
Creator’s image.

“That’s the most important 
thing because if people walk 
away from the Bible and they 
know what it says and they know 
what it means, but they don’t 
know how it works in their own 
life, they will see no change.” 

In addition to the intro-
ductions, notes, articles and 
sidebars, the study Bible also 
features numerous charts and 
maps as well as geographical 
and archaeological information, 
a teacher’s topical index, an 
80-plus page concordance, and 
online digital and multimedia 
resources accessible through bar 
Quick Response Codes known 
as QR codes that include ad-
ditional written materials and 
video introductions prepared 
by Jeremiah. 

The Jeremiah Study Bible is 
published by Worthy Publishing 
Group and launches on Nov. 
26 in fi ve distinct styles, with 
additional styles coming in the 
spring. 

In addition to pastoring Shad-
ow Mountain, home to Christian 
Unified Schools, San Diego 
Christian College and Southern 
California Seminary, Jeremiah 
is the founder and president of 
Lakeside-based Turning Point 
ministry, the largest syndicated 
Bible teaching ministry in the 
world.

For more information, visit www.
davidjeremiah.org/newyork.

David Jeremiah to launch new study 
Bible project with NYC celebration
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Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, will celebrate the release 
of his new comprehensive study 
Bible in a December ceremony at 
Madison Square Garden in New York 
City.

RANCHO BERNARDO — Anne 
Graham Lotz, author, Bible teacher and 
daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, 
will speak on woundedness at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 22 at Maranatha Chapel. The 
event will also be simulcast to other 
churches nationwide.  

In a letter to the community, Pastor 
Ray Bentley and his wife outlined their 
purpose in hosting a national simulcast.

“We all know people who have left 
our churches hurt, angry and often 
bitter,” the letter read. “They feel 
wounded and even betrayed. Many 
have been so deeply hurt that they 
confuse God’s imperfect people with 
God—and run away from God and 
the church.”

Lotz will discuss her new book, 
“Wounded by God’s People,” which 
examines ways in which she and others 
have been hurt by people who have 
wrapped painful words and actions in 
a semblance of religion or piety. Lotz 
admits that she not only identifi es with 
the wounded, but also with those who 
have infl icted such wounds.  

The book underscores her concern 
that many wounded people have 
walked away from God because of what 
misguided people have said and done 
in God’s name. By addressing the issue, 
Lotz said she hopes that those who have 
been blocked from seeing the true 
character of God will reconsider his 
words of love, grace and acceptance. 

According to the Bentleys the book 
is inspired by the story of Hagar, the 
young Egyptian slave with whom Abra-
ham had a son named Ishmael. 

“Hagar stands out because she was 
wounded —not physically, but emo-
tionally, which is often far more pain-
ful,” the letter said. “Anne deals with 

Anne Graham Lotz will discuss how to 
heal when wounded by God’s people 
in a national simulcast broadcast live 
from Maranatha Church on Sept. 22.

Anne Graham Lotz to 
discuss ‘woundedness’

this subject spiritually and practically.”
Kayla Weisman and the Maranatha 

Praise Band will provide music. Pastor 
Bentley will also lead a Q&A time and 
offer an invitational time.

Copies of the book and autographs 
by Lotz will be available at the event. 

“Our fervent prayer for this evening 
is that a healing journey may begin for 
many who have been hurt and walked 
away from God,” they said.

The church is located at 10752 
Coastwood Road in Rancho Ber-
nardo.

For more information, visit www.
maranathachapel.org or call (858) 
613-7800. Churches wishing to 
host the simulcast can contact 
Jean Perrillo at jean.perrillo@ma-
ranathachapel.org. 
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s verifi ed by Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc. to meet Certifi edFirst™ Network high standards 
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where 
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very 
satisfi ed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee* 
using products that have earned the Good 
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a Certifi edFirst™ 
Network shop, and consider it done.

Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.

Services include:

minor dings to major 
damage)

replacement

www.certifi edfi rst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

  THRU SEP 22
‘The 39 Steps.’ Lamb’s Players Theatre 
• (619) 437-6000, lambsplayers.org

AUG 23-25 • FRI-SUN
SoCal 2013 Harvest Crusade, with 
Greg Laurie. Angel Stadium, Anaheim 
• harvest.org

AUG 24 • SATURDAY
“Sunshine and Lemonade Party,” fund-
raiser to benefi t Passion 4 Kids, 1-4pm, 
Oak Hill Church of Christ, 1301 Oak Hill 
Dr., Escondido • (760) 480-2934

  AUG 25 • SUNDAY
REJOICE! 2013 Concert Series with 
Praxum Brass Quintet, 4pm. Lakeside 
Community Presbyterian Church, 9908 
Channel Rd., Lakeside • (619) 443-1021

Messianic concert with Luz Goldhagen, 
4pm, 855 E. Barham Dr., San Marcos 
• (858) 366-2088

Summer Bible Conference, featuring 
Philip DeCourcy, 6pm, Shadow Mountain 
Community Church, 2100 Greenfi eld 
Dr., El Cajon. Free • (619) 440-1802, 
shadowmountain.org

AUG 27 • TUESDAY
Messianic concert with Luz Goldhagen, 
6:30pm, 2202 Cornstock St. Rm 4, San 
Diego • (858) 366-2088

AUG 29 • THURSDAY
“Courageous Resolution for Men” Bible 
Study, 6pm. Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Drive, 
El Cajon. $10 • (619) 507-7835, me-
nofresolution.org

AUG 31-SEP 1 • SUN-MON
Hip Hop for HOPE with BlackBolt (Afaar), 
Wentrelle Damarr, Jeremiah Bonds Hapiz-
zez, & the return of SD’s Prodigal Son 
& Absent Minded in concert, 7:30pm.  
Sunday @ Mission Center of HOPE, San 
Diego, 6162 Mission Gorge Rd. Ste A, 
San Diego. Monday @ Mueller College. 
$5. By Project INFiNITE • (619) 261-3066

SEP 3-6 • TUE-FRI
The Heart of the Revolution Conference, 
“Setting Your City on Fire,” Cornerstone 
Church of San Diego • turningthehearts.
com

SEP 4 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘SEZ’ #77 Best Relation-

ship Communication Techniques with 
Cathy Gaetke, 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 
11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 
660-5000

Ron Michelson, from Chosen Peoples 
Ministries, speaking about Fall Feasts 
& Jesus Return, 7pm. Calvary Chapel, 
8075 Broadway Ave., Lemon Grove • 
(619) 667-8103

SEP 5 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoptions 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 Pio 
Pico Dr., Ste. 105, Carlsbad , free • 
fcadoptions.org, (760) 730-9576

SEP 7 • SATURDAY
Christian Rods & Customs Car Club 
presents 14th Annual Classic Car & Bike 
show, 9am-2pm. Faith Chapel, 9400 
Campo Rd., Spring Valley. $25 car-entry 
fee, free to general public • (858) 679-
8153, christianrodsandcustomssd.com

Creation Club for Kids (ages 4-12), 
10am, workshop and crafts, Creation 
& Earth History Museum, 10946 Wood-
side Ave. N., Santee • (619) 599-1104, 
creationsd.org

Rock the Block neighborhood outreach, 
4pm, with live entertainment, food, 
games. Concert with Lovelight, 7pm. 
Kroc Community Church, 6845 University 
Ave., San Diego • kroccenter.org

The Armory - Praise & Worship Service 
with The WORD Collective leading wor-
ship, 6pm. La Mesa Adventist Community 
Church, 4207 Spring Gardens Rd., La 
Mesa • (619) 461-5703 

SEP 8 • SUNDAY
“The Story” dynamic program to help 
all ages learn the Bible in chronologi-
cal order. Lighthouse Christian Church, 
Oceanside • (760) 726-0590

Michael W. Smith, in concert. The Greek 
Theatre, 2700 N. Vermont, Los Angeles 
• michaelwsmith.com/tour.html

SEP 9 • MONDAY
El Cajon Aglow, 6:30pm, First Lutheran 
Church, Tedrahan Hall, 867 Lincoln St., 
El Cajon

SEP 10 • TUESDAY
Nor th Coast Women’s Connection 
luncheon with Bee Bareng speaking, 

11am-1pm. Lomas Santa Fe Country 
Club. $20 • jhsjeon@gmail.com

SEP 14 • SATURDAY
Beth Moore Simulcast, 9am. Skyline 
Church, 11330 Campo Road, La Mesa. 
$10-15 • (619) 660-5000

“Wait No More: Finding Families for 
California’s Waiting Kids.” Learn about 
adopting kids from foster care. 10am-
2pm, Saddleback Church, 1 Saddleback 
Way, Lake Forest. Sponsored by Focus 
on the Family • icareaboutorphans.org/
california

San Diego Women’s Connection with Na-
tasha Wills speaking, 11:30am-1:30pm 
(craft & bake sale, 10:45am). Best West-
ern Seven Seas, 411 Hotel Circle, South, 
San Diego. $22 • sdwomensconnection@
yahoo.com, (619) 670-3833

SEP 16 • MONDAY
San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s 
Club luncheon with Judee Stapp speak-
ing, 11:30am. Lake San Marcos Country 
Club, 1750 San Pablo Drive, San Marcos. 
$18 • (760) 432-0772, (760) 471-7059

SEP 19 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Bill Berry. 
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 
222-3688

SEP 19-20 • THU-FRI
Feast of Tabernacles with Dr. Derek 
David Kuhn speaking, Thu. 6:30pm & 
Fri. 9am. Lake San Marcos Pavilion, 
1105 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos 
• Limitlessrealms2012@gmail.com

SEP 20 • FRIDAY
Reset Movement. Horizon Christian Fellow-
ship, 6365 El Apajo, Rancho Santa Fe. By 
PULSE Outreach • resetmovement.com

SEP 21 • SATURDAY
Militar y Taste of Significant Woman, 
8:30am-4:30pm. Calvary Chapel Oceans-
ide. By CRU Military • (760) 842-7689

“Your Origins Matter” family conference with 
Dr. Henry M. Morris III and others, 9am-
4:30pm. Calvary Chapel of Costa Mesa. 
Free, registration required. By Institute 
for Creation Research. Free, registration 
required • (714) 979-4422, icr.org

2013 NACSW State Conference presents 
Advocating Social Justice “For such a 
time as this” Esther 4:14 with Rev. Andy 
Bales speaking, 9am-4:30pm. Liberty 
Station Conference Center, 2600 Laning 
Rd., San Diego. $20-75, exhibiting space 
available • pointloma.edu/NACSW

6th Annual San Diego Praise Fest, 11am-
6pm. Porter Field, 445 S. 47th St., San 
Diego • (858) 650-3190, sandiego-
praisefest.com

REJOICE! 2013 Concert Series with Mary 
James Band, 7pm. Lakeside Community 
Presbyterian Church, 9908 Channel Rd., 
Lakeside • (619) 443-1021

Ernie Haase and Signature Sound, in 
concert, 6pm, First Christian Church, 
1207 Main St., Huntington Beach. $20-
$25 • itickets.com, 1-800-965-9324

SEP 21-22 • SAT-SUN
7th Annual Sleepless America, raise 
awareness for the 10,000 homeless, 
4:30pm Fri- 7am Sunday. Liberty Sta-
tion, Point Loma. By San Diego Rescue 
Mission • sleeplesssandiego.org

SEP 22 • SUNDAY
Ernie Haase and Signature Sound 
concerts, 6pm, Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El 
Cajon • 1-800-965-9324

Anne Graham Lotz presents “Wounded by 
God’s People,” a message and Q&A with 
Pastor Ray Bentley, 6pm. Maranatha Cha-
pel, 10752 Coastwood Rd., San Diego. Free 
• (858) 613-7800, maranathachapel.org

SEP 24 • TUESDAY
Liberty University presents Kirk Cameron in 
“Unstoppable” the movie. Select cinemas 
nationwide• unstoppablethemovie.com

SEP 25 • WEDNESDAY
23rd annual See You at the Pole, student 
prayer around fl agpoles at schools world-
wide • syatp.org

“The Alpha Course” fall study, Wednes-
days, 6:30-8:30pm. St. Michael’s by-the-
Sea Episcopal Church • (760) 729-8901

“Courageous Resolution for Men” Bible 
Study, begins tonight and continues 
weekly for 16 weeks, 6-8pm, Shadow 
Mountain Community Church, 2100 
Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon • (619) 507-7835

SEP 26 • THURSDAY
Professional Women’s Fellowship “In-
fl uence on the Rock: Building on the 
Right Foundation,” with Aurelio F. Bar-
reto speaking, 7-9am. Handlery Hotel & 
Resort, 950 Hotel Circle N, San Diego. 
$25-35 • RSVP pwfsd.org

SEP 28 • SATURDAY
Museum Day at the Creation & Earth His-
tory Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N, 
Santee. Guest speakers, rides, games, 
food, new exhibits • (619) 599-1104, 
creationsd.org

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN
Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie. 
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia 
• harvest.org 

SEP 29 • SUNDAY
The Concert Series of RBCPC: The 
Ancient-Future Organ presents Andreas 

Varler, 4pm. Rancho Bernardo Com-
munity Presbyterian Church, 17010 
Pomerado Rd., San Diego. Free • (858) 
487-0811, rbcpc.org/concert-series

OCT 2 • WEDNESDAY
Tim Parton, former pianist for Legacy 
Five, in concert, 6pm. Pathways Com-
munity Church, 9638 Carlton Hills Blvd., 
Santee. Love offering • (619) 442-5941

My Therapist ‘SEZ’ #78 Self-Soothing vs 
Self-Medicating with Erin Cragin & Maya Hef-
fernan, 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

OCT 4 • FRIDAY
“The Coming of the Kingdom: ‘Christian-
izing the World?” A lecture by Prof. David 
J. Engelsma, emeritus professor of the 
Theological School of the Protestant Re-
formed Churches. 7:30pm, Westminster 
Seminary, 1725 Bear Valley Pkwy, Es-
condido • (951) 966-9506, hopeprc.org

OCT 4-NOV 17
‘Wit.’ Lamb’s Players Theatre • (619) 
437-6000, lambsplayers.org

OCT 11 • FRIDAY
“It’s a very VEGGIE Birthday” with Bob, 
Larry & the VeggieTale crew, 7pm, The 
Bridge Church, 38801 Calistoga Dr., 
Murrieta. Benefi t for Rancho Damaci-
tas Children’s Home • Tickets (951) 
302-7597

OCT 12 • SATURDAY
“Rally for Righteousness” presented by 
Concerned Women for America, 8:30am-
12noon. Foothill Family Church, Lake 
Forest. Preregister by email to: cwaca@
ymail.com • (550) 789-6287

“It’s a very VEGGIE Birthday” with Bob, Larry 
& the VeggieTale crew, 3pm (doors open at 
2pm). Skyline Church, 11330 Campo Rd., 
La Mesa • transparentproductions.com 

Planting Hope Gala dinner and auc-
tion, 5:30pm, Paradise Point Resort, 
San Diego. By Plant With a Purpose • 
plantwithapurpose.org/gala

OCT 19 • SATURDAY
The Screwtape Letters, 4 & 8pm. Balboa 
Theatre, 868 Fourth Ave. @ E Street, San 
Diego • (619) 570-1100, screwtapeon-
stage.com/san-diego-ca

OCT 20 • SUNDAY
Golden State Quartet in concert, 6pm. 
Faith Bible Fellowship, 9971 Mission 
Gorge Rd., Santee. Love offering • (619) 
596-0296, (619) 442-5941

OCT 25 • FRIDAY
Pastors & leadership Conference. Cre-
ation & Earth History Museum, 10946 
Woodside Ave. N, Santee • (619) 599-
1104, creationsd.org

SEP 4 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

SEP 21 • SATURDAY (cont.)SEP 10 • TUESDAY (cont.) SEP 29 • SUNDAY (cont.)
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Lowrider Gospel Fest 
seeks volunteers

SAN DIEGO — The San Diego Low-
rider Gospel Fest is seeking volunteers 
and sponsors to help underwrite its 
annual event, set for Oct. 26 at Rosa 
Park on Landis Street.

Event founder Cisco Mendez, a 
former gang leader and drug dealer 
who converted to Christianity while in 
prison, said the group needs workers 
to help with a wide range of services 
planned for the event. The event uses 
the cultural draw of souped up cars to 
attract the lost, who clearly receive the 
gospel message throughout the day.

The group plans to feed 5,000 people 
during the daylong event and will also 
provide food boxes and giveaways for 
bicycles, scooters and skateboards.

In addition to Mendez, a local coali-
tion of car clubs, musicians, churches, 
schools and missions-minded organiza-
tions are planning the event at weekly 
meetings held at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at 
the City Heights Police Department.

Mendez said reaching the City 
Heights community is critical since it 
is a major gang stronghold.

“Our desire is to effectively facili-
tate a provision for those trapped in 
gang societies that want to get out but 
don’t know how,” his event literature 
reads. “Our vision sees that the gang 
communities of San Diego impacted 
with intervention for youth-involved in 
gangs and gang prevention for youth 
not yet involved.”

Volunteers can help with such tasks 
as security, sound, worship, altar and 
prayer, follow-up, food distribution, 
publicity and other details.

For more information, call (619) 
384-6579.

Faith Chapel will host 
annual car show

SPRING VALLEY — The 14th an-
nual “Classic Car and Bike Show,” 
sponsored by the Christian Rods & 
Customs Car Club will be held from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 7 at Faith Cha-
pel.

The event will feature food, mu-
sic by the Bobby Sanchez Combo, 
raffl es and vendors. 

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efi t Calvary Ranch and Restoration 
Ranch, two drug and alcohol recov-
ery programs located in San Diego 
County.

There is no admission fee to at-
tend the show, but those wishing 
to register a vehicle must pay a $25 
entry fee. Free goodie bags will be 
presented to the fi rst 100 pre-reg-
istered vehicles. Trophies will be 
awarded.

The church is located at 9400 
Campo Road. 

For more information or to 
register a vehicle, visit www.chris-
tianrodsandcustomssd.com or call 
Dick Nicholas at (858) 679-8153. 

Prayercast Live now 
seeking host churches

SAN DIEGO — Area churches 
are invited to host the national 
Prayercast Live, a national simul-
cast on prayer set for Oct. 18 to 19.

The event will be broadcast from the 
Every Home For Christ headquarters in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. In addition to 
church host sites, individuals will also 
be able to attend the event in Colorado 
or watch at home.

The free event will feature some 
of the most prominent Christian 
leaders in America, including Joni 
Eareckson Tada, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of Joni and Friends Interna-
tional Disability Center; Dr. Bruce 
Wilkinson, author of more than 60 
books including international best-
seller “The Prayer of Jabez”; Shirley 

Dobson, chair of the National Day 
of Prayer Task Force and author of 
nine books; Nathan Zacharias, son 
of Dr. Ravi Zacharias and senior 
writer and producer for RZIM min-
istries; John Bornschein, vice chair-
man of the National Day of Prayer 
Task Force and senior pastor of Cal-
vary Fellowship Fountain Valley; Da-
vid Butts, chairman of the National 
Prayer Committee and president 
and founder of Harvest Prayer Min-
istries. 

Also participating will be Greg 
Laurie, senior pastor of Harvest 
Christian Fellowship in Riverside 
and Harvest Crusades; Beth Moore, 
founder of Living Proof Ministries; 
Franklin Graham, president and 
CEO of the Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association and the Samaritan’s 
Purse relief organization; Dr. David 
Jeremiah, senior pastor of Shadow 
Mountain Community Church and 
founder of Turning Point; Max 
Lucado, author and minister of 
preaching at Oak Hills Church in 
San Antonio; and Ravi Zacharias, 
author and Christian apologist. 

For more information and to 
receive free materials, visit www.
prayercastlive.com.

Gospel Tour brings 
national speakers 

OCEANSIDE — New Venture 
Christian Fellowship will host “The 
Gospel Tour: An Evening of Good 
News” at 7 p.m. Oct 17.

The event will feature Tullian 
Tchividjian, pastor of Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian Church and author 
of “Jesus + Nothing = Everything” 
Tchividjian, a grandson of evange-
list Billy Graham, will be sharing 
the good news of Jesus Christ from 
his latest book, “One Way Love.”

Also appearing at the vent will be 
Matthew Chandler, pastor of The 
Village Church and author of “Ex-
plicit Gospel,” who will share from 
his latest book, “To Live is Christ 
and To Die is Gain.”

Ben Cantelon, a Canadian wor-
ship leader residing in London, 
England and who recently joined 
the Worship Central team—started 
by Tim Hughes and others from 
Holy Trinity, Brompton—will lead 
worship. General admission tickets 
are $20. Those wishing to purchase 
each of the books can get a general 
admission ticket for $30, which in-
cludes a free copy of each book.

The tour is sponsored by The 
Hub Bible Study Solutions.

The church is located at 4000 
Mystra Drive.

For more information, visit www.
gotothehub.com and go to the live 
events link.

C3 Church SD moves 
to new Balboa campus

SAN DIEGO — C3 Church San 
Diego is moving its central campus 
to a former 24 Hour Fitness build-
ing on Balboa Avenue. The church 
had been meeting at Carmel Valley 
Middle School.

The church unveiled the new 
building during a series of “Vision 
Nights” events in August. It was 
scheduled to begin hosting regular 
services at the new location Sept. 8.

In addition to the central cam-
pus, the church also has a satellite 
campus in Carlsbad.

For more information, visit www.
c3sandiego.com.

Alpha Course offered 
at Carlsbad church

CARLSBAD — St. Michael’s by-the-
Sea Episcopal Church will be offering 
a fall study of “The Alpha Course” 

beginning Sept. 25. The weekly sessions 
run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

The course is designed as a non-
threatening introduction to Christi-
anity and addresses such questions 
as “What is the point of life?” “What 
happens when we die?” “Is forgiveness 
possible?” and “What relevance does 
Jesus have for our lives today?”

Each talk includes a time of small 
group discussions.

The classes are free, but donations 
are accepted to cover the cost of materi-
als and the weekly coffee and dessert.

Childcare is available for those who 
pre-register with the church.

The series concludes Nov. 13 with 
a family night.

For more information, visit www.
stmichaelsbythesea.org or call (760) 
729-8901.

C28 founder will 
headline PWF meeting

SAN DIEGO — Aurelio F. Barreto, 
founder and CEO of C28 Christian 
retail stores and the “Not of this World” 
brand, will be the keynote speaker 
for the next monthly meeting of the 
Professional Women’s Fellowship. The 
meeting is set for 7 to 9 a.m. Sept. 26 at 
the Handlery Hotel and Resort.

Barreto walked away from a 
multimillion-dollar company to 
pursue full-time Christian ministry 
through his retails stores, which ca-
ter to young people. 

Tickets are $25 for fellowship mem-
bers and $35 for non-members.

The resort is located at 950 Hotel 
Circle North.

For more information, visit www.
pwfsd.org.

Hip Hop for Hope on 
Labor Day weekend

SAN DIEGO — Project Infi nite will 
host Hip Hop for HOPE, a Labor Day 
Weekend Concert at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 31 
at Mission Center of Hope.

Guest musicians will be DM-
Progress, Hapizzez, Wentrelle Dam-
arr and Lindsey Dominguez.

Organizers of the event said the 
purpose of the concert is to use the 
power of music to convey hope to 
the soul, using the simple poetic 
words of hip hop coupled with the 
defi ant strength of the genre. 

Tickets, which will help to sup-
port the ministry, are $5.

The center is located at 6162 Mis-
sion Gorge Road, Suite A. 

For more information, visit 
Facebook and search Hip Hop for 
HOPE or call (619) 261-3066.

Annual Museum 
Day set for Sept. 28

SANTEE — The Creation and 
Earth History Museum will hold 
its annual family oriented Museum 
Day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 28.

Guest speakers for the event in-
clude museum owner Tom Cantor, 
founder of Scantibodies; evange-
list Ray Comfort; Dr. Gary Parker, 
a creation biologist; Dr. John D. 
Morris, president of the Institute of 
Creation Research; Dr. Randy Guli-
uzza, a national representative for 
ICR who specializes in the human 
body and apologetics; and Russ 
Miller of Creation Ministries.

The museum’s Kids Creation 
Club will present a variety of activi-
ties, including the new Kids Knee 
High Exhibits; Dan Breeding “The 
Animal Man”; and the cast and 
crew of Jonathan Park, an adven-
ture land.

The museum is located at 10946 
Woodside Ave. N.

For more information, visit www.
creationsd.org or call (619) 599-
1104.
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Audio Adrenaline brings 
tour to Oceanside

OCEANSIDE — Christian rock-
ers Audio Adrenaline, on tour to 
promote their newest album “Kings 
and Queens,” will appear in con-
cert Nov. 8 with Disciple at Calvary 
Chapel Oceanside.

The album released this spring, 
with proceeds benefi ting the band’s 
Hands and Feet project.

According to the band’s website 
the album debuted at No. 3 on the 
charts after receiving strong radio 
airplay and media accolades. It also 
placed high with retail, hitting top 
fi ve in sales with LifeWay and top 10 
with Family Christian Stores. 

The church is located at 3715 
Oceanic Way.

For more information, visit www.
audioa.com or call (760) 754-1234.

Praise Fest offers wide 
variety of activities

SAN DIEGO — The sixth annual 
San Diego Praise Fest will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 21 at 
Porter Field.

The event will feature two music 
stages, one designated for main 
stage acts, the other for urban mu-
sic. An open-air marketplace will 
offer books, home improvement re-
sources, general wares, community 
resources and business services. A 
special Kids Zone will cater to chil-
dren offering mechanical rides and 
interactive games. Education Row 
will provide guests with access to 
information about educational in-
stitutions and professionals, while 
giving service organizations the 
opportunity to engage festival at-
tendees by providing information 
on their services, programs and 
campuses.

A health pavilion will provide 
information, resources, and screen-
ings, including blood pressure and 
diabetes.

The food court will feature tradi-
tional festival foods with an empha-
sis on such healthy food alterna-
tives as vegetarian and vegan foods, 
meat alternatives, raw foods and 
other items for those not ready for 
an alternative diet. 

Another specialty outreach will 
be a mentorship zone where men-
toring organizations can gather to 
inform, educate and provide refer-
ral services for families with chil-
dren ages 5 to 17.

The fi eld is located at 445 S. 47th 
St. 

For more information, visit sand-
iegopraisefest.com or call (858) 
650-3190.

Origins to be explored 
at Creation conference

SANTA ANA — Calvary Chapel 
of Costa Mesa will host the “Your 
Origins Matter Family Conference” 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sept. 
21. The event will be held at the 
church’s school.

The event is sponsored by the 
Institute for Creation Research and 
will feature Dr. Henry M. Morris 
III, the chief executive offi cer, who 
specializes in the Bible, apologetics 
and worldview; Dr. Randy Guliuzza, 
national representative, an expert 
in human body, apologetics and 
worldview; Dr. Jason Lisle, direc-
tor of research whose study topics 
are physics, astronomy, astrophys-
ics and apologetics; Dr. Nathaniel 
Jeanson, deputy director for life sci-
ences, whose topics are biology and 
stem cells; Dr. Timothy L. Clarey, a 
research associate, whose specialty 
is geology and dinosaurs; Jeffrey N. 
Williams (Colonel, USA, Ret.), a 

NASA astronaut, who was the fl ight 
engineer and lead space walker for 
the 2000 Atlantis mission and who 
served on the International Space 
Station; and Chuck Smith, senior 
pastor of the Santa Ana mega-
church.

The event is free, but advance 
registration is required.

The church is located at 3800 
South Fairview St.

For more information, call (714) 
979-4422.

The Armory hosts 
monthly praise event

LA MESA — The Armory, a 
monthly contemporary worship 
and praise service, will hold its next 
event at 6 p.m. Sept. 7 at La Mesa 
Adventist Community Church.

Worship will be led by “The 
WORD Collective,” the Armory 
House Band. The service is de-
signed as a time of fellowship, re-
freshments and worship with a brief 
inspirational message. 

The church is located at 4207 
Spring Gardens Road. 

For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/thearmo-
rysd or call (619) 461-5703.  

Chosen People to 
discuss Fall Feasts

LEMON GROVE — Calvary Cha-
pel Lemon Grove will host a talk 
about Fall Feasts at 7 p.m. Sept. 4.

The event will feature Ron Mi-
chelson from Chosen Peoples Min-
istries, who will discuss the feasts 
against the backdrop of Jesus’ re-
turn.

The church is located at 8075 
Broadway Ave.

For more information, call (619) 
667-8103. 

Christian social 
workers hold seminar

POINT LOMA — The organiz-
ing California Chapter of The 
North American Association of 
Christians in Social Work will host 
the group’s state conference from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sept. 21. The 
event is co-sponsored Point Loma 
Nazarene University and will be 
held at Liberty Station Conference 
Center.

The theme for this year’s confer-
ence is “Advocating Social Justice: 
For Such a Time as This,” based on 
Esther 4:14.

The guest speaker will be the Rev. 
Andy Bales, CEO of Union Rescue 
Mission in Los Angeles.

The registration fee varies from 
$20 to $75 depending on non-prof-
it, member and student status. Ex-
hibiting space is available.

The conference center is located 
at 2600 Laning Road.

For more information, visit www.
pointloma.edu/NACSW.

Rock Church cleans 
up four SD schools

SAN DIEGO — As many as 200 
people helped to spruce up four 
San Diego Unifi ed campuses on 
Aug. 17 as part of its annual Rock 
Your City back-to-school clean up 
project sponsored by Rock Church.

The volunteers spent much of 
the morning doing various projects 
at Gompers Preparatory Academy, 
Porter Elementary, Horace Mann 
Middle and Lincoln High schools.

The project is the fourth beautifi -
cation project adopted this year by 
the Point Loma mega church and 
was conducted in partnership with 
Urban Youth Collaborative, a not-
for-profi t organization that links 

more than 35 local churches to 43 
schools. 

Previous projects involved Robb 
Field, Peninsula Family YMCA,Park 
De La Cruz and Central Elemen-
tary in San Diego.

At the August project volunteers 
did landscaping, power washing, 
sweeping, mulching and painting 
as a way to welcome children back 
to their schools.

On Dec. 14, Rock Church will 
host its annual Toys for Joy commu-
nity service event at Lincoln. Since 
it began the Christmas event has 
helped more than 35,000 children 
and their families. For more infor-
mation, visit www.therocksandiego.
org.

Extended ‘Story’ Bible 
program launches

OCEANSIDE — Lighthouse 
Christian Church is enrolling chil-
dren, teens and adults for “The 
Story,” a dynamic program that 
teaches the Bible in chronological 
order. The event begins Sept. 8 and 
runs 31 weeks.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to read a chapter from the 
section of the Bible featured that 
week, hear a sermon that relates to 
it on Sunday, and explore it more 
in-depth in a Sunday morning class 
or midweek growth group. Special 
materials have been developed for 
each age group.

The program runs through May.
The church is located at 4700 

Mesa Drive.
For more information, visit www.

lightcc.org or call (760) 726-0590.

 Westminster lecture 
explores Christianizing

ESCONDIDO — Westminster 
Seminary will host the lecture “The 
Coming of the Kingdom: Christian-
izing the World?” at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 
4.

The lecture will be presented 
by Prof. David J. Engelsma, emeri-
tus professor of the Theological 
School of the Protestant Reformed 
Churches.

All visitors will be given three free 
books, “Christ’s Spiritual Kingdom: 
A Defense of Reformed Amillen-
nialism,” “Federal Vision: Heresy 
at the Root” and “The Reformed 
Worldview: The Word of God for 
our Generation.” Two DVDs featur-
ing the Rev. Angus Stewart in de-
bates on the topics of “Calvinism vs. 
Arminianism” and “Have the Char-
ismatic Gifts Ceased?” will also be 
given to guests.

After the lecture there will be a 
Q&A session, followed by refresh-
ments and a time of fellowship.

The seminary is located at 1725 
Bear Valley Parkway.

For more information, call (951) 
966-9506 or visit www.hopeprc.org.

Healing Room open 
every Tuesday evening

ESCONDIDO — The Escondido 
Healing Room is open to the public 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. every Tuesday.

Those seeking prayer may visit 
the room during this time to re-
ceive ministry from trained work-
ers. The ministry was launched July 
23 after members underwent spe-
cialized training in May.

“No insurance required,” said 
Chris Allen, director. “We’ll bill 
your faith.”

The Escondido Healing Room 
meets at Faith Harbor Church, lo-
cated at 444 S. Escondido Blvd.

For more information, call (760) 
432-9003.

Christian Examiner staff report

SAN DIEGO — RESET Movement, a 
new three-year collaborative, national 
evangelism effort involving 25 out-
reaches, will come to Horizon North 
County on Sept. 20. 

The effort, initiated by the PULSE 
Movement, aims to bring the Gospel 
to more students and young adults in 
this country than ever before.

“I can think of nothing more exciting 
than bridging the Body of Christ toward 
a supernatural reset that transforms a 
generation,” said Nick Hall, PULSE 
founder and chief communicator. “It’s 
time to fast and pray. It’s time to unite 
in pursuit of a modern-day move of 
God. It’s time to spread the mission and 
message of Jesus from coast to coast!”

The series of gatherings will begin 
Sept.18 in Phoenix and will travel to Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Boston, Washington, 
D.C., and Las Vegas. It concludes in 
Dallas on Nov. 3.

 This year’s RESET strategy will also 
include three days of major events in 
New York City in October, designed 
to engage young adults in a series 
of outreach and international social 
justice initiatives.

The initiative is buoyed by a network 
of prominent ministries, pastors and 
churches, including the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, the Luis Palau 
Association, CRU (formerly Campus 
Crusade for Christ), the American 
Bible Society and Alpha USA.

Each event will feature a gospel pre-

sentation by Hall, who headlined the 
2012 and 2013 Winter Jam Tour Spec-
tacular, and music from Rend Collective 
Experiment; Lacey Sturm, formerly of 
Flyleaf; spoken-word artist Propaganda; 
worship leader Dave Lubben; DJ Efechto; 
International House of Prayer worship 
artist Matt Gilman; and singer/song-
writer Morgan Harper Nichols.

The initiative’s model is to partner 
with local pastors and churches in each 
city to effectively sustain the movement 
through RESET teams that will mobi-
lize volunteers to promote and prepare 
for each event, as well as help provide 
follow-up and discipleship resources 
afterwards. Its goal is to visit a total of 
200 cities, impacting more than three 
million young people.

Organizers plan to conclude the 
three-year effort in 2015 with the largest 
gathering of students and young adults 
in U.S. history. Through its intentional 
plan to facilitate hundreds of thousands 
of people standing together to pray, 
worship and commit their lives to Jesus, 
RESET aims to spark a sweeping revival 
in the hearts of young adults across 
America, empowering a generation to 
live fully for Jesus Christ.

Founded in 2006, PULSE Move-
ment, which offers encompassing 
student prayer gatherings, evangelism 
training and outreach events, is among 
the fastest growing youth evangelistic 
movements in the country.

For more information, visit www.
resetmovement.com.

National evangelistic 
campaign seeks to 
RESET today’s youth
Regional event coming to San Diego
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GMD Company

PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES 

(619) 244-9380
www.gmdcompany.comBonded/Insured

 Quality Interior, Exterior Painting
 Residential / Commercial
 Waterblast Cleaning of Exteriors
 Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
 Cabinet Staining & Finishing
 Drywall & Texturing
 Acoustic Ceiling Removal
 Finish Carpentry
 Stucco / Wood Repair

Gregory M. DeHart
Painting Contractor
General Contractor

HEALTH CARE
CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS 

WITH THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS

“Samaritan Ministries members 
prayed for us and sent us the 

$50,000 we needed to pay for our 
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada. 

My family’s monthly share is $315.”

samaritanministries.org/intro
To request an info packet,  

call 888-268-4377 or 
email info@samaritanministries.org

Bruce G.

BOOKS
Free Bible Study by mail. Postage paid. (760) 
598-8968, nondenominational. 

CHURCH FOR RENT
Temecula: Sanctuary seats 299, fi ve classrooms 
and kitchen, Sunday PM and one night per week. 
$1600 per month. (951) 308-1888.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Have pain? Unresolved health issue? Can be of 
help. House call possible, T. Shiaw, M.D., (619) 
549-5972.

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, serving 
DD population in East County, seeking reliable, 
dedicated individuals to fi ll the following full time 
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for 
exceptional work. Residential program: Program 
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportuni-
ties available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour. 
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program: 
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone 
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email 
resume to pfi career@yahoo.com.

San Diego’s top-rated spa seeking experienced 
estheticians. Paid commission. Submit resume: 
info@thesanctuarytoday.com.

HOUSING FOR RENT
5 bedroom, 3 full bath. Rancho San Diego 92019. 
(619) 806-0298.

Lovely 3 bedroom 2 bath house. North La Mesa. 
Nonsmoker. No pets. $1900. Call Kriss, (619) 
804-0544.

Cute 1 bedroom house in City Heights with new 
wood fl oors and paint. Private landscaped yard, 
patio, grass, citrus trees, driveway. Appliances 
including washer/dryer. $1200. Contact Sharon 
@ (858) 414-0263.

MINISTRIES
Prayer Mountain: A Touch From Above, www.
atouchfromabove.org, (760) 315-1967

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitar-
ist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students. 
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more 
information and availability. 

ROOFING
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover, 
repair. Dennis Cook Roofi ng. Lic. # 545185. Call 
(619) 443-1300.

Dils Roofing & Repairs. Free estimates. License 
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

ROOM FOR RENT
Linda Vista. House to share, reduced rent for 
help with home maintenance. Friendly, over 55 
(858) 717-2363.

SERVICES
Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Hon-
est work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.
Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before 
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

WANT TO RENT TO OWN
New condo R.S.F. Mission Hills, Downtown, 
Hillcrest. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, two garage. Secure. 
(619) 793-9121.

SERVICES

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.
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