
By Patti Townley-Covert

When Moriah Peters’ mom 
suggested her daughter 
audition for American 

Idol in 2010, the high school senior 
hesitated. She’d done enough 
modeling to know that the Los 
Angeles entertainment scene can 
be very dark.

However, her mom was so con-
vinced of God’s leading that she 
persuaded Peters to begin a fi ve-
month interview process to be on 
the show. Peters said she spoke 
openly about her faith, and no 
one complained—until she per-
formed for the celebrity judges. 
Though they loved her soul-
ful voice and look, they said she 
needed to go make mistakes, feel 
sexy and experience life. 

Peters said she knew God had 
closed that door and had a big-
ger plan, but she didn’t feel like 
it. She’d wasted important time 
that might have been better used 
studying for fi nals.

Since her freshman year at Don 
Lugo High School in Chino, Pe-
ters said she’d had a plan. 

“My plan was to get a scholar-
ship at a University of California, 
go on to law school and become 
an entertainment lawyer.” 

That way, the honors student 
fi gured she could stay involved 
with her hidden dream: music. 

But God had a different plan, 
Peters said, with a sparkle in her 
voice. While leaving her last audi-
tion with American Idol, a stranger 
approached. After hearing her sing 
and express her convictions, he said 
he wanted to introduce her to singer/
songwriter Wendi Foy. That connec-
tion took Peters to Nashville where 
she recorded three demos. 

Foy warned Peters not to get her 
hopes up. As a result, Peters said 
she came home and prayed that if it 
were God’s will, He’d open the doors. 
Knowing that most singers don’t get 
signed, Peters realized that only God 
could make her dream a reality. She 
let go of the outcome and planned to 
take advantage of her scholarship to 
California State University, Fullerton. 

A week later, Foy called. Five la-
bels wanted to meet Peters. With 
offers from all of them, she chose 
Provident Label Group. They re-
cently released her fi rst album, “I 
Choose Jesus.” 

She also chose her education, 
enrolling at Grand Canyon Uni-
versity where she can do her mar-
keting classes online while purs-
ing her music.

Choosing Christ 
With Christian parents, Peters 

said she was raised with biblical 
values and morals. But early in 

her senior year, she went through 
“a dry and doubtful period” when 
she questioned the existence of 
God and everything she’d been 
raised to believe. When people 
asked her to defend her faith, she 
couldn’t explain the origins of 
the Earth or historical evidence 
for the existence of Jesus Christ.

One night, while outside look-
ing up at the stars, Peters said she 
had an honest conversation with 
God. In the midst of her angst she 
asked, “God, are you even real? 

Because this doesn’t make sense 
to me.” That very moment, she 
knew He was. 

 “I knew that if God is not real, 
nothing matters. But if He is real, 
nothing else matters,” she said. 

Though not everything made 
sense, Peters chose to believe be-
cause she was convinced under-
standing would come as the result 
of her faith. 

And it did. Reading “Mere 
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The celebrity judges on American Idol loved Moriah Peters’ soulful voice 
and look, but they didn’t vote for her to continue on the show because she 
needed to ‘go make mistakes and experience life.’ But her audition opened 
the door for a Christian recording contract.
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By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — David Youn-
gren has a story to tell, and—after 
preaching to more than a million 
people in festival-style events in 50 
nations—he has more than mas-
tered the technique.

But this story, one birthed from 
a dream in Tanzania, is too big to 
trust with one voice. So Youngren, 

founder of the nonprofi t Save Af-
rica Now, entrusted the message to 
a team of strangers. 

The result is “The Story,” a 
55-minute documentary on the 
journey of nine people from North 
America who traveled to Africa to 
experience everything from the 
charm and beauty of the Serengeti 

American Idol misses out 
Moriah Peters sings for a Higher Power

By Lori Arnold

POINT LOMA — At 11 years old 
Alex Honore already understands 
the power of shoes, but she’s no 
fashionista. Brands like Nike, Ske-
chers, Capezio, Toms and Heelys 
simply don’t move her.

Her heart, though, is rendered 
tender by empty shoes, pairs left be-
hind by those who have died while 

living on the streets. 
“They were all lined up,” she said. 

“There were hundreds of them. 
Everyone was looking at them in 
amazement, astonishment.”

The poignant shoe display was 
created by offi cials with the non-
profi t San Diego Rescue Mission at 
their annual Sleepless San Diego 

Pint-sized ambassador
Tierrasanta girl becomes big-time 
advocate for Sleepless San Diego

Alex Honore was just 5 years old when she participated in the inaugural 
Sleepless San Diego event. Since then she’s attended the annual event every 
year and has raised hundreds of dollars for the San Diego Rescue Mission.

Gina Burriesci visits with women from one of the African villages she visited with 
Save Africa Now.

Reel transformation
San Diego-based ministry releases 
documentary about journey to Africa

See SAVE AFRICA, page 2

See SLEEPLESS, page 14
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Located in a serene valley nestled in the San Jacinto Foothills, 7.5 miles southeast of Hemet. 285 
acres with two large ranch-style lodges accommodating up to 120 people. Offering comprehensive 
retreat packages year round for all kinds of retreats. Delicious meals catered.

A quiet place, far from the hectic pace... where blue skies, clean air, peace and fun abound

to the wrenching reality of AIDS or-
phans served through Save Africa 
Now. The fi lm premiered in San Di-
ego in June and will go on tour in 
the fall. Youngren is also entering 
the documentary into numerous 
fi lm festivals.

While in Africa, team members 
ate strange food, slept in small huts 
and witnessed the work of Save 
America Now by working in a vil-
lage and connecting with the chil-
dren.

“I felt that it had transformed 
my life, you know, working and see-
ing and connecting with people in 
a different part of the world who, 
in our minds, are so different from 
us,” said Youngren, who launched 
Gracewave Church in Mission Val-
ley in January. “It actually makes 
you realize we are so much alike.”

In making the fi lm, Youngren 
said he was hoping to capture the 
life-transforming moments he ex-
perienced during his own ministry 
to the children of Africa.

 “The team of nine people that 
we had with us, they were com-
pletely transformed, and their lives 
were turned upside down simply by 
working with children and recog-
nizing that these children are just 
like them,” he said.

The fi lm’s producer said he cre-
ated the video using a light ap-
proach, capturing the hope that 
fl ickers amid pain and suffering.

“We really wanted people to 
identify not with the poverty but 
the humanity of each person, both 
those on the team and … children 
and the villagers,” he said.

Although his personal faith 
drives Youngren’s desire to serve, 
the fi lm, like his ministry, was inten-

tionally secular in its format. Sev-
eral of the people on the team were 
not believers, he added.

“I didn’t feel this is a ‘Christian’ 
issue,” he said. “This is a human is-
sue, and I didn’t want to label it as 
Christianity. I wanted to tear down 
those walls and just talk about 
(how) we are here to help spread 
love to the world.”

Words and deeds
The Sweden-born Youngren and 

his wife, Kim, have been involved in 
ministry for 27 years, primarily in 
Canada, their home base until mov-
ing to San Diego seven years ago. 
Until founding Save Africa Now, 
the pair traveled to Russia, Africa, 
India and South America for large-
scale outreaches. His ministry work 
also included work in television 
and radio.

Youngren’s focus turned primar-
ily to Africa in 2006 while visiting 
Tanzania.

“I saw the poverty, the devasta-
tion, particularly with AIDS and 
orphans and how they were suf-
fering and even the abuse they go 
through,” the evangelist said.

Overnight, the concern was re-
cast as a solution during a dream in 
his hotel room.

“I saw how it was really through 
orphans that you can bring trans-
formation to a continent,” Youn-
gren said of the dream. “You give 
someone a fi sh and you feed them 
for a day and you can even teach 
someone how to fi sh, but people 
still don’t see themselves as a fi sher-
man. They see themselves as poor, 
they see themselves as destitute, 
and I recognize that it is very hard 
for people to see themselves out-
side their cultural poverty.”

He awoke with a passion to em-
power God’s children so they could 
create their path to success.

“They would have a new men-
tality, a new mindset, (and) a new 
heart and they would know what it 
takes to bring success to the nation 
really through the revelation of 
Christ and what Christ has done for 
us,” the pastor said. “They would be 
able to be carriers of that hope.”

Ninety minutes after that dream 
his friend Elias Shija arrived at his 
hotel. He shared the dream with 
his friend and was shocked by the 
response.

“Wow, I have 150 acres of land to 
give to you to work with,” Shija told 
Youngren.

“I recognized this was an op-
portunity for us to communicate 
a unique message to the world 

through these children.”

Widening its scope
Since then, the ministry pres-

ence has expand to 460 acres, 
which houses the Salama Project, 
a planned land-development pro-
gram where more than 800 AIDS 
orphans are served through homes, 
schools and medical resources. The 
plan includes separate schools for 
kindergarten, primary age, middle- 
and high-schoolers. Other facilities 
will include a technology center, 
vocational training center, teacher 
and guest housing, health clinic, 
multipurpose auditorium and com-
munity buildings. 

The ministry also operates child 

sponsorship and Adopt-a-Home 
projects. Through it all, Youngren 
said his vision is that Americans 
from all stripes will be able to rally 
around a cause greater than our 
own legacy.

“It’s not about discussing our dif-
ferences but discussing how much 
we are so much the same,” he said. 
“By just being true witnesses of 
God’s love to the world, people will 
be intrigued by it. People will begin 
to say, ‘What makes you do this?’ 
without coming in here with a big 
stick saying, ‘I do this in the name 
of Christ.’”

For more information, visit www.
saveafricanow.org.

Daniel  Kooman, Paul Muir and David Youngren do the technical work behind the camera as Rachel Battaglia shares her 
impressions of her journey with Save Africa Now.

SAVE AFRICA…
Continued from page 1
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By Lori Arnold

SANTEE — A life-size Taber-
nacle, depicting the moveable tent 
of meeting that operated from the 
time of Exodus until King Solomon 
built the Temple, will be unveiled 
Sept. 29 at The Creation and Earth 
History Museum.

The exhibit is one of two new fea-
tures that will be celebrated at the 
facility’s annual free Museum Day, 
set for 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Museum General Manager Jayson 
Payne said that everything inside the 
tent is a to-scale replica of the original 
Old Testament Tabernacle. Designed 
to be an interactive display, it features a 
narration by museum owner Tom Can-
tor. A seating area can accommodate 
100 people for the 20- to 30-minute 
presentation. 

“You’ll get a perspective of what 
happened in the Tabernacle and 
why it was necessary. It will walk you 
through each element of the Taber-
nacle,” Payne said.

The outer court, which is not to 
scale, features the brazen altar, where 
the priest would perform the blood 
sacrifi ces, and the bronze laver, where 
hands were washed. In the Holy Place 
guests will fi nd the golden lamp stand, 
altar of incense and altar of showbreads. 
In the Holy of Holies is the resting 
place of the Ark of the Covenant and 
the Mercy Seat. 

“We’ve done a lot of research on 
the design elements as it was writ-

A life-size high priest stands in the Holy Place inside the Tabernacle at an exhibit in Tecate, Mexico. The Creation and Earth 
History Musuem, which operates the Tecate Tabernacle, will unveil a new exhibit at its Santee facility on Sept. 29.

New Tabernacle exhibit 
to open at Creation 
and Earth History’s 
Museum Day Sept. 29

workers was pushing ahead to meet 
the Sept. 29 deadline.

“The shell is up, but we have a 
long way to go with the Taberna-
cle,” Payne said. “We have a really 
good team.”

The exhibit is part of a series of 
upgrades to the museum since it 
was purchased nearly four years 
ago by Tom Cantor, owner of Scan-
tibodies, a major biotech company 
located near the museum.

“I know it’s important to him to 
show how God would communi-
cate with His people before Jesus 
came,” Payne said. “When God 
dwelled with his people there were 
still things that people had to do 
in order to communicate with God 
and to be with God. They had to do 
sacrifi ce.

“When sin entered the world, 
everything changed then. The fi rst 
sacrifi ce was when God made Adam 
and Eve’s coverings out of an ani-
mal, and ever since sin entered the 
world there’s always had to have 
been atonement for our sins, a 
blood offering.”

Also opening that day will be the 
new Age of the Earth Cave, which 
will showcase 10 reasons why the 
earth is young. 

“There is more evidence than 
that, but we picked out the top 10,” 
said Payne, adding that the display 
will include various informational 
touch screens and 50 different 
mineral samples. The Kid’s Cave 
will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to draw their own dinosaur 
cave painting. Many of the rocks in-

side the display are glowing rocks. 
In one area a mineshaft leads into 
a cavern.

Guests speakers for the event will be 
evangelist Ray Comfort of Living Wa-
ters, and Darek Isaacs, a fi lm producer, 
author and speaker who founded 
Watchmen 33, an organization focused 
on defending and confi rming the 
authority of the Bible.

Children’s activities will include 
face painting, balloon artists and a 
petting zoo.

There will also be refreshments 
and raffl es.

The museum is located at 10946 
N. Woodside Ave. 

For more info visit www.
creationsd.org or call (619) 599-
1104.

ten in the Bible and also looking 
at other interpretations of how it 
would have been put together,” 
Payne said. 

A custom-designed veil, bearing the 
symbolic colors as outlined in the Old 
Testament, will be six inches thick. 
Unlike the original Tabernacle, which 
was constructed with the fi nest metals, 
gems and fabrics that money could 
buy, Payne said the museum had to 
improvise with the props.

“We wouldn’t have enough 
money to do (all) that,” he said, a 
knowing chuckle following, “but 
everything will be painted in gold 
and bronze.” 

By mid-August, the steel framing 
of the project was up and a team of 

Evangelist Ray Comfort of Living 
Waters will be one of the speakers for 
Museum Day.
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As George Bailey asked in the 
classic “It’s A Wonderful Life,” 
“Don’t you see what’s happening 
here?” I do, but I am alarmed that 
increasing numbers of my fellow 
Americans do not or they choose 
not to see what’s really going on 
around us today.

Political experts tell us that once 
we get past Labor Day, beyond the 
activities of summer, we really start 
paying attention to the political news, 
especially in an election year. Yet, too 
often, most people decide to opt out, 
not even bothering to vote. So far I am 
less encouraged this year.

If there ever was a chance to see 
ignorance on parade, it’s at many 
political rallies where adoring sup-
porters, selected to create nice 
politically correct backdrops, are 
eager to cheer on their candidate 
… no matter what he or she says. 
When the TV cameras are on them 
folks will applaud anything: 

He said hello! 
Yea!!! Hey, get me on YouTube 

or some TV reality show. I could be 
Famous!!!!

Think of when something tragic 
occurs and the president needs 
to address the situation at a same-
day, previously scheduled event. It 
happened again after the movie 
theater massacre in Aurora, Colo. 
this summer. Attendees who were 
so focused on being at the rally 
didn’t bother to listen to what he 

was saying and started 
clapping at awkward 
moments when the 
horrible news was 
mentioned. Such re-
action can be hard to 
control, but it’s a re-
fl ection of today’s cul-
ture. All surface, no 
substance, no listen-
ing. And politicians 
love to capitalize on it.

In the days after 
Mitt Romney chose Paul Ryan to be 
his Republican running mate, I was 
fascinated to see the president’s re-
sponse to the decision. On the cam-
paign trail—where he seems most 
comfortable—President Obama 
amped up the rhetoric about the 
pick. Prefacing his remarks with 
nice words about what a swell guy 
the congressman from Wisconsin 
is, the leader of the Free World 
then went into scare talk about how 
the Republicans want to end Medi-
care and oh, by the way, he’s had to 
clean up the worst recession since 
the Great Depression. This has also 
been the longest post-recession re-
covery in about 70 years, but that’s 
a pesky fact… and all on this presi-
dent’s watch.

Hopes for America
At an August fundraising event 

in Chicago, it appeared Presi-
dent Obama wandered off the 

teleprompter a bit 
to allow some core 
motivations to come 
through. With his ear-
lier “you didn’t build 
that” business com-
ments as background, 
he went on about his 
hopes for America:

“The question 
in this election is 
which way do we go?” 
Obama asked, “Do we 

go forward towards a new vision of 
an America in which prosperity is 
shared? Or do we go backward to 
the same policies that got us into 
this mess in the fi rst place?”

There’s the political dance. As-
sume everyday people aren’t re-
ally up on the news and facts and 
say anything. Get them to agree on 
moving forward, not backward, say-
ing yes instead of no. After all, no 
one wants to appear old fashioned 
or judgmental. So frame comments 
in a way that the cheering masses 
rah-rah it all, no matter what’s real-
ly being said or what is actually go-
ing on. He continued to occasional 
applause:

“I believe we have to go forward,” 
the president said. “I believe we 
have to keep working to create an 
America where no matter who you 
are, no matter what you look like, 
no matter where you come from, 
no matter what your last name is, 

no matter who you love, you can 
make it here if you try. That’s what’s 
at stake in November. That is why 
I’m running for a second term as 
president of the United States of 
America!” 

That’s why? 
All you have to do is “try” and 

you win, with guaranteed benefi ts? 
No matter what, just show some ef-
fort and “prosperity is shared”… 
or else? The message behind the 
words is this: We in government are 
infallible and will determine your 
future. And we’ll get busy redistrib-
uting your prosperity whether you 
like it or not.

Beer and homework
A couple of days after the presi-

dential comments, Paul Ryan went 
to the Iowa State Fair to stump for 
votes, fi nding strong support. Then 
the president made a surprise “me 
too” visit to the same fair where he 
talked not about his policies and re-
cord but about how everyone over 
21 should get a beer and have fun 
at the fair. He’s just a regular guy, 
you know. One man in the crowd 
asked Mr. Obama, “Are you paying 
for it?” after which excited Iowans 
started to chant “Four more beers!” 

What a picture of where we are 
in America. The attitude is “Don’t 
bother me with facts; all politicians 
are alike … so where’s my free 
stuff?”

Don’t you see what’s happening 
here?

These are scary, challenging 
times. Electoral decisions have 
consequences. Often unchange-
able events are set in motion, more 
judges are appointed and minds 
are numbed. 

Are any of the candidates per-
fect? Of course not, they’re human. 
But we must all be “in the game,” 
not being frustrated about the 
choices and sitting home while the 
other side wins. It’s not uncommon 
to see post-election stats like these: 
Only about 15 percent of those pro-
fessing to be Christian voted. That’s 
sad, yes, but in these times it’s pa-
thetic... even dangerous.

November’s election could be the 
most important in our lifetime, and 
the time between now and then will 
fl y by. It’s time to avoid succumbing 
to political messages that only serve 
to confuse and defl ect from crucial 
issues. So pay closer attention and 
be discerning, avoiding being ma-
nipulated by political distractions. 

Let’s get busy and do our home-
work.

Larson is a veteran Southern Cali-
fornia radio/television personality 
and media consultant. He can be 
heard daily in San Diego on KCBQ 
1170AM from 6 to 9 a.m. and on 
KPRZ 1210AM from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Email: mark@marklarson.com.

Post this: Social media is fast, but personal touch still best 
By Kelley White

Thanks to the skyrocketing pop-
ularity of social media sites like 
Facebook and Twitter, gone are the 
days of needing to lease the newest 
model car or fi ll your garage with 
expensive gadgets in order to im-
press your friends and neighbors. 
In fact, in this day and age, you’re 
unlikely to receive more than a 
wave or “hello” from a neighbor, 
much less an in-person exchange. 

Although there has been a steady 
decrease in face-to-face interaction 
since social media entered the pic-
ture, online “friend lists” are grow-
ing at an exorbitant rate—and they 
don’t just include your real-life 
friends. They encompass casual 

acquaintances, co-workers, neigh-
bors, friends of friends and even 
the kid you sat next to back in the 
third grade. 

With all this talk of online 
“friendships,” one has to wonder 
how genuine these connections are 
and if they are really adding to the 
quality of our relationships. Are the 
hours we spend every week brows-
ing through “status updates” mere-
ly encouraging interactions that 
have no real-life foundation? And 
do new online apps, such as “Check 
Me Into Places,” only increase our 
desire to keep up with the now hun-
dreds—or thousands—of  “Joneses” 
on our friend list?

Whether our fi tness-guru friend, 
Mark, boasts of his “Checking In” to 

24-Hour Fitness for the sixth time 
this week, or our neighbor, Kate, 
has gone on eight shopping sprees 
at Nordstrom’s this month, do these 
facts really enhance our friendships 
or are they merely a facade for the 
deeper longing we have to be seen 
as someone of worth? Is our value 
as a person measured by how many 
“friends” we have, how many com-
ments we receive on our posts or 
how many “likes” we get on the pic-
tures we upload? 

True, social media has its benefi ts 
and gives us the ability to witness to mass 
amounts of people at once, but is it a 
healthy substitute for the face-to-face 
connections we were created for? In all 
our striving to “one up” our friends who 
brag in their statuses of their brilliant 

children, luxurious trips, high-paying 
career, designer clothes or perfect 
marriage, we fail to see each other for 
who we really are and the struggles 
we’re facing on the other end of the 
computer screen. When we engage in 
the online popularity contests that are 
so often found in the daily musings of 
social media sites, we miss why we came 
there in the fi rst place: to connect. 

Master example
As I ponder a true example of the 

word “connect,” Mark 5:35-43 in-
stantly comes to mind. Many Bible-
readers are familiar with the story 
of the 12-year-old girl pronounced 
dead who was brought back to life 
with the mere touch of Jesus’ hand 
and the command to “arise.”

This story is touching because of 
the simplicity of the message and 
the tenderness of Christ. You see, 
when Jesus heard the news of the 
little girl, He could have chosen to 
“say the word” from where He was 
standing, and His faith would have 
healed her from afar. He didn’t do 
that, though. He chose to connect 
on an intimate and personal level, 
showing Himself as a Savior who is 
interested in knowing and interact-
ing with us face to face. 

As believers, we need to remem-
ber that we were created in the im-
age of God and since He is a God 
who longs to connect, He has made 
us to need connection as well. 
There’s no substitute for a friendly 
smile, a warm conversation and two 
friends “checking in” in person 
over a cup of coffee or a morning 
walk. Making true connections with 
others does require carving a little 
bit of time out of our busy day, but I 
think we will be amazed at the har-
vest we reap when we sow seeds into 
other people’s lives.  

White lives in North County San 
Diego where she and her husband 
run an online business development 
and marketing company. She is the 
worship leader for the San Diego 
YMCA Christian Leadership Con-
ference. Email: KelleyWhite777@
gmail.com.     
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When women complain about 
men who can’t commit, they can 
thank — or blame — two people: 
Playboy magazine publisher Hugh 
Hefner and the former editor of 
Cosmopolitan magazine, Helen Gur-
ley Brown, who died in August at 
age 90.

Brown was the fl ip side of Hefner, 
offering women permission, even 
encouragement, to embrace a fe-
male version of Hefner’s freewheel-
ing “Playboy philosophy” of unre-
strained sexual pleasure. Brown 
and Hefner offered one-way tickets 
to fantasyland, a journey suppos-
edly without cost to a destination 
seemingly without consequences.

Pausing at the supermarket 
checkout each month to read 
Cosmo’s enticing headlines and to 
notice the cleavage of the “cover 
girl”—both Brown’s signature—
is something like slowing down 
to view a multi-car pileup. Yet the 
“damage” Brown’s philosophy of 
sexual liberation caused (or refl ect-
ed) is far more severe.

A sampling of Cosmo headlines 
included: “75 Sex Tricks (Warn-
ing: They Are So Hot That This 
Magazine May Burst into Flames)”; 

“Surprising Stuff They Don’t Want 
From You in the Sack”; and “Guys 
Sex Confessions.” There is raunchi-
er stuff not suitable for those with 
gentler sensibilities.

In any revolution—political, or 
the sexual one championed by 
those like Hefner and Brown—
there are casualties. No one wants 
to talk about the casualties of the 
sexual revolution because that 
wouldn’t sell magazines or seduce 
a new generation of young people. 
Sex sells, but it also brings misery 
when it’s misused.

There was a time when words 
served a purpose. Some were once 
used to discourage bad behavior 
that was thought to be harmful to 

individuals who practice it and to 
societies that tolerate it. “Fornica-
tor” was one. We changed the word 
so as to appear less “judgmental,” 
but the behavior that word de-
scribes didn’t change. “Sexually 
active” is now the preferred phrase 
that describes what the word used 
to. It seems more tolerant and 
that’s the problem.

I recall reading an interview in 
the 1970s with Xaviera Hollander, 
who was promoting her memoir 
“The Happy Hooker.” As I remem-
ber it, the interviewer asked Hol-
lander a penetrating question, the 
gist of which went something like 
this: What’s the difference between 
you and what used to be called a 

“tramp”? Hollander’s 
answer didn’t mat-
ter. The question 
answered itself. This 
was before “anything 
goes” replaced self-
control as a worthy 
goal.

Just as there are 
laws in nature which, 
if violated, bring re-
percussions, so, too, 
are their moral laws which, when 
violated, cause physical, emotional, 
social and spiritual consequences. 
It is one reason we have preachers 
to remind us of such things, but 
fewer of us listen to them and suf-
fer as a result.

Katherine Kerstin, chairman of 
the Center of the American Ex-
periment in Minneapolis and a 
commentator for National Public 
Radio’s “All Things Considered,” 
wrote about Brown’s “seductive 
philosophy” of unfettered freedom 
in 1997 for the Minneapolis Star-Tri-
bune. It has a catch, she wrote: “For 
if ‘freedom’ is women’s birthright, 
it is also men’s. And as the last in-
hibition bites the dust, women are 
fi nding they don’t much like some 

of the things men do 
when released from so-
cial constraints and ex-
pectations. The result? 
A new breed of ‘Thou 
shalt nots’—from sex-
ual harassment poli-
cies in the workplace 
(‘No compliments on 
hair or dress, if you 
know what’s good for 
you’), to the manda-

tory ‘date rape’ seminars that greet 
unsuspecting college freshmen.”

Having abandoned a code of con-
duct that has served humanity well for 
millennia, Brown and her followers 
were forced to write a new code to deal 
with the predictable result of bad male 
behavior that previous constraints had 
worked well to limit. Men wanted their 
cake “and Edith, too,” to paraphrase 
a country song and women didn’t like 
the end result.

Brown sowed the wind, to bor-
row a biblical phrase, and millions 
of women who ingested her poison 
continue to reap the whirlwind. 
What a legacy.

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.

The legacy of Helen Gurley Brown

Cal Thomas

Eric Metaxas

Publicity helped
Thank you for the shout out for 

our Classic Car Show event in the 
June 2012 Christian Examiner. It re-
ally aided us in having a successful 
event. We had about 1,700 people 
come throughout the event with at 
least 60 percent of the people be-
ing unbelievers. The Lord really 
ministered as we shared the gospel 
through the Word and through the 
music. 

Blessings from the CCM family!! 
Derek Limon

Calvary Chapel Montebello
Montebello, Calif.

Loved the piece on McKinney
I recently read the Christian Ex-

aminer article about Bishop George 
Dallas McKinney celebrating 50 
years of service. What a well-in-
formed piece about a great man 
of God and a role model who lives 
in the community from which he 
serves. You truly expounded upon 
the leadership qualities and charac-

ter of someone emulating servant-
leadership. 

A number of the events you 
mentioned happened well before 
I arrived into the San Diego area a 
couple of years ago, but you’ve nar-
rowed the gap allowing numerous 
readers inside the legacy of Bishop 
McKinney. 

I want to thank you for your labor 
of love and commitment to keeping 
this city informed. I’ll close with my 
excitement about being a part of 
this historical event, while watching 
the people of San Diego celebrate 
one of God’s fi nest servants. 

 May God bless you and keep you.
Derrick Boykins
La Mesa, Calif.

Thomas missed mark 
on healthcare act

I would like to comment on 
Cal Thomas’ commentary in the 
August edition. I think that he to-
tally missed the mark as far as the 
decision that Chief Justice Roberts 

made on the Affordable Health 
Care for America Act. 

I have never seen any legislation 
that went against an insurance com-
pany. All Obama’s plan guaranteed 
was that everyone was required to 
carry health insurance. It did not 
guarantee healthcare for anyone. 
I don’t know why Mr. Thomas has 
missed this unless he’s part of the 
insurance conspiracy also.

Today liberal and conservative 
mean absolutely nothing in our po-
litical system. The only thing that 
matters is class and money. The war 
between the rich and the poor, it’s 
been over and the rich won. 

I still enjoy Mr. Thomas’ articles.
Bennett Reid Sr.
Riverside, Calif.

Homosexual kiss-in is 
a cry for mercy

On Aug. 3, homosexuals around the 
nation staged small protests at various 
Chick-fi l-A restaurants, in opposition 
to comments made in support of tra-

ditional marriage by Dan Cathy, the 
chain’s CEO. They also opposed the 
support Chick-fi l-A has received from 
Christian Americans, who staged an 
appreciation day for the restaurant 
on Aug. 1.

Christians simply believe Mr. 
Cathy has the First Amendment 
Right in this country to voice his 
opinion, but apparently homosexu-
als disagree. Homosexuals may be 
the social debutants of the news 
media and liberal elected offi cials, 
but they are panning out to be far 
less than the refi ned sub-culture 
their supporters purport them to 
be. 

Why would homosexuals stage 
a kiss-in at a Christian sandwich 
shop? Christians should view such 
foolishness as a cry for help. Sub-
consciously homosexuals must 
know that they are perishing and, 
because they don’t know God, there 
is nothing they can do about it.

Christians must pray for such 
people, as God may still have mercy 

on them and may turn them away 
from their evil, and save them.

Raymond Saenz
Valley Center, Calif.

Library changes course 
on donations

I just wanted to give you an up-
date following my March 2012 let-
ter that you published regarding 
numerous family friendly DVDs I 
was trying to donate to the library. 
Originally the library declined the 
materials saying they were of “lim-
ited interest.”

 The San Diego County Library has 
now allowed all the family friendly DVD 
titles mentioned in that letter into their 
countywide system.

 Many are now able to enjoy these 
due in large part to your effort and 
those who responded by contacting 
the library administration.

 Thank you again, for making a 
difference.

Ralph Simpson
San Diego, Calif.

…there are moral laws 
which, when violated, cause 
physical, emotional, social 
and spiritual consequences.

A recent archaeo-
logical discovery in 
the Judean Hills out-
side of Jerusalem is 
opening some eyes. 

Israeli archaeolo-
gists recently discov-
ered a coin, dating 
from the 11th cen-
tury before Christ. It 
depicted “a man with 
long hair fi ghting a 
large animal with a feline tail.” 
Ring any Old Testament bells?

The coin was found near the 
Sorek River, which was the border 
between the ancient Israelite and 
Philistine territories 3,100 years 
ago. Sound vaguely familiar?

The archaeologists thought so, 
too. While Shlomo Bunimovitz 
and Zvi Lederman of Tel Aviv Uni-
versity don’t claim that the fi gure 
depicted on the coin is proof that 
Samson actually existed, they do 
see the coin as proof that stories 
about a Samson-like man existed 
independently of the Bible.

Stated differently, 
the story of Samson 
was not the literary 
invention of a sixth-
century B.C. scribe 
living in Babylon, 
as has commonly 
been assumed by 
mainstream biblical 
scholarship.

Bunimovitz and 
Lederman made an-

other interesting discovery: the 
Philistine side of the river was 
littered with pig bones, while 
there were none on the Israelite 
side. Bunimovitz told the Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz that “these 
details add a legendary air to 
the social process in which the 
two hostile groups honed their 
separate identities . . .”

I suppose that’s one way to put 
it. Another would be to see it as 
evidence of the Israelites’ sense of 
being set apart from their pagan 
neighbors.

The fi ndings at Sorek are only 

the latest in a series of archaeologi-
cal discoveries that are changing 
the way modern historians look at 
biblical narratives. It’s becoming 
more diffi cult for them to main-
tain that the narratives are pious 
fi ctions invented long after the 
era being depicted.

The most famous of these 
discoveries is the 1994 discovery 
of a stele in Tel Dan bearing an 
inscription that contained the w 
ords “House of David.” It was the 
fi rst extra-biblical evidence of 
the Davidic dynasty. Prior to the 
discovery, many scholars doubted 
that David ever existed, much less 
founded a dynasty. The discovery 
was so out-of-line with expecta-

tions that more than a few insisted 
it must be a forgery.

Today, it is clear to even the 
most skeptical scholar that—sur-
prise!—there really was a David 
who founded a ruling dynasty. 
That dynasty included his son, 
Solomon, and evidence of Solo-
mon’s building projects described 
in Second Samuel have been 
found by archaeologists as well.

Some of the discoveries go 
beyond history and tell us about 
Israel’s sense of what it meant to 
be God’s chosen people. Sites dat-
ing to before the Exile are littered 
with Canaanite idols, evidence 
of the apostasy the prophets de-
nounced and warned would lead 

to disaster.
Yet there has never been a 

single idol found in sites dating 
after the Exile. Clearly, the Jews 
who returned from the Exile had 
fi nally, truly learned that “the 
Lord our God is one.”

These fi ndings are exciting not 
because they “prove” that Chris-
tianity is true—there’s a reason 
it’s called “faith”—but because 
Christianity, like its parent Juda-
ism, makes historical claims.

Christianity is not a mystical, if-
it-works-for-you kind of religion. 
It tells a story about the true 
God who revealed Himself to 
real people in human history, a 
revelation that culminated in our 
Lord Jesus Christ who told us that 
if we, or scholars for that matter, 
remain silent, the very stones will 
cry out. In this case, they have.

© 2012 Prison Fellowship. Metax-
as is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a 
radio commentary, formerly featur-
ing the late Chuck Colson.

A man with long hair: Archaeology and the Bible
The fi ndings…are changing 
the way modern historians 
look at biblical narratives.
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This measure would raise per-
sonal income tax rates in California 
for a period of 12 years, resulting in 
estimated annual revenue increases 
of more than $10 billion. The vast 
majority of revenues would be dedi-
cated to grades K-12, with smaller 
portions going to debt repayment 
and early care and education pro-
grams. Attorney and political ac-
tivist Molly Munger is the chief fi -
nancial backer having contributed 
nearly $9 million to the campaign. 
Munger claims that Proposition 
38 would restore all the fi scal cuts 
that schools have experienced in 
the past four years. Both major po-
litical parties oppose Proposition 
38, as does Gov. Jerry Brown, who 
sees Proposition 38 as a competitor 
against his own Proposition 30.

Proposition 39
Tax Treatment for Multistate 
Businesses. Clean Energy and 
Energy Effi ciency Funding. 
Initiative Statute.

The major funder of this cam-
paign claims that existing Califor-
nia law permits annual revenue loss 
of $1 billion through a loophole. 
This measure would require all 
multi-state businesses to calculate 
their California tax liability based 
on their percentage of sales that 
took place in this state. Proposition 
39 would also mandate that for the 
fi rst fi ve years $550 million of annu-
al new revenue would be dedicated 
to the creation of energy effi ciency 
projects and clean energy jobs in 
California. The founder of a capital 
management fi rm, Thomas Steyer, 
has personally given nearly $22 mil-
lion to fund this campaign, and a 
Californians for Clean Energy and 
Jobs coalition has donated more 
than $1.2 million in support. Oppo-
nents of Proposition 39 claim that 
“a massive $1 billion tax increase on 
California’s job creators ... will re-
sult in the loss of thousands of mid-
dle class jobs.” Proposition 39 is op-
posed by the California Republican 
Party, the California Manufacturers 
& Technology Association and the 
California Asian Pacifi c Chamber 
of Commerce.  

Proposition 40
Redistricting. State Senate 
Districts. Referendum.

This measure was created as a ref-
erendum by the California Repub-
lican Party, attempting to repeal 
the California State Senate district 
boundaries that were put in place in 
2011 by the California Citizens Re-
districting Commission. The CRP 
was not happy with the new bound-
aries developed by the Commis-
sion and hoped that by placing this 
referendum on the ballot it would 
keep the new boundaries from be-
ing implemented until the people 
could vote on Proposition 40. How-
ever, the California Supreme Court 
ruled that the new boundaries be 
implemented for the June 2012 
Primary and November 2012 Gen-
eral Election. Therefore, in July the 
CRP announced it would not put 
forth a campaign, since its objective 
for the referendum—postponing 
the new boundaries—did not suc-
ceed, and the CRP saw little reason 
to spend money to conduct a cam-
paign.  Still, the proposition will 
remain on the ballot. A “no” vote 
would be a vote to overturn the new 
district boundaries and require 
court-appointed offi cials to create 
interim boundaries for use in the 
next statewide election. A “yes” vote 
is a vote to uphold the Redistricting 
Commission’s new boundaries.

Prentice is chief executive offi cer 
of California Family Council.

11 ballot measures face California voters in November
By Ron Prentice

SACRAMENTO —Along with 
selecting their picks for local, state 
and federal offi ces, California vot-
ers will also choose “yes” or “no” on 
a number of initiatives on the No-
vember ballot. In use since 1911, 
California’s initiative process has a 
national reputation for bypassing 
its elected representatives in favor 
of a vote at the polls, where the true 
majority of voters can directly cre-
ate new laws.  

To be placed on the ballot, most 
propositions require a minimum 
of 505,000 valid signatures from 
registered California voters, and a 
proposition attempting to change the 
California Constitution requires more 
than 807,000. Typically 25 percent to 
30 percent of the signatures gathered 
are invalid for reasons such as inad-
equate completion of information, 
incorrect addresses or no evidence 
of voter registration. A campaign to 
place a proposition on the ballot will 
commonly spend well over $1 million 
to hire trained personnel to gather 
signatures. Millions more will be spent 
on the campaign to pass or defeat a 
measure.

Proposition 30
Temporary Taxes to Fund 
Education. Guaranteed Local 
Public Safety Funding. Initiative 
Constitutional Amendment.

Former Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger implemented a tempo-
rary tax increase in an attempt to 
close California’s gap between its 
budget and its defi cit. His succes-
sor, Gov. Jerry Brown, wants to do 
the same thing, raising the state’s 
base sales tax and increasing taxes 
for a period of seven years on annu-

al incomes higher than $250,000. 
Supporters include labor unions 
of teachers, service employees and 
nurses, as well as the state’s Demo-
cratic Party. Opponents claim that 
the language of the proposition 
does not guarantee the direction 
and use of the $7 billion to $9 bil-
lion expected to be raised and that 
this measure simply postpones the 
need to cut spending.

Proposition 31
State Budget. State and 
Local Government. Initiative 
Constitutional Amendment and 
Statute.

If passed, this measure would 
require two-year state budgets, in-
stead of the current annual cycle. 
It would prohibit the Legislature 
from creating expenditures of 
more than $25 million without fi rst 
proving the source of the funding, 
such as new revenues or cuts. Prop-
osition 31 would permit the Califor-
nia governor to unilaterally make 
budget cuts if the Legislature fails 
to act, and it would require the es-
tablishment of performance goals 
for budget items and performance 
reviews of all state programs. The 
California Republican Party sup-
ports this measure, and the state 
Democratic Party opposes it.

Proposition 32
Political Contributions by Payroll 
Deduction. Contributions to 
Candidates. Initiative Statute.

Should this initiative pass, it 
would ban direct contributions to 
candidates by corporations and 
unions. It would also prohibit 
unions, corporations, and govern-
ment contractors from automati-
cally deducting dues or fees from 
members or employees for political 
purposes. In support, the edito-
rial board of the Wall Street Journal 
wrote, “If California voters hope to 
stand a chance of reining in such 
benefi ts and fi xing their dysfunc-
tional state, they’ll have to break 
the government union political mo-
nopoly this November.” In opposi-
tion, Trudy Schafer of the Califor-
nia League of Women Voters said, 
“(Proposition 32) promises politi-
cal reform but it’s really designed 
by its special interest backers to 
help themselves and harm their op-
ponents.” At last report, fi nancial 
contributions in support of Propo-

Prop. 30 — No
Prop. 31 — Yes
Prop. 32 — Yes
Prop. 33 — Yes
Prop. 34 — No Position
Prop. 35 — Yes

Prop. 36 — No Position
Prop. 37 — No
Prop. 38 — No
Prop. 39 — No
Prop. 40 — No

Christian Examiner Ballot Recommendations

These ballot recommendations represent the editorial position of the Chris-
tian Examiner newspaper and not that of the author of this article or of the 
California Family Council.

sition 32 totaled $4 million, and the 
opposition campaign had raised 
$20 million, primarily from labor 
associations. The total campaign is 
projected to spend $50 million for 
and against.

Proposition 33
Auto Insurance Companies. 
Prices Based on Driver’s History 
of Insurance Coverage. Initiative 
Statute.

Under current California law, 
auto insurance carriers may not 
offer policy discounts to new cus-
tomers, and insurers may only of-
fer “loyalty” discounts to existing 
customers. This measure would 
“(change) current law to allow in-
surance companies to set prices 
based on whether the driver previ-
ously carried auto insurance with 
any insurance company.” Propo-
sition 33 would allow insurers to 
offer discounts to new customers 
who can show a continuous cover-
age from any licensed auto insur-
ance company over the previous 
fi ve years. The initiative also “allows 
increased (policy costs) for driv-
ers without history of continuous 
coverage,” exempting those whose 
policies may have lapsed for rea-
sons such as military service or 18 
months or more of unemployment. 
The proposition is supported by 
the California Republican Party, 
the former state Senate President 
pro tempore Don Perata and for-
mer chair of the state Assembly’s 
Insurance Committee Juan Vargas. 
Opponents include the Califor-
nia Democratic Party, Consumer 
Watchdog and the Campaign for 
Consumer Rights.

Proposition 34
Death Penalty. Initiative Statute.

If approved, this initiative would 
repeal the death penalty and re-
place it with life imprisonment 
without the possibility of parole, 
and would retroactively apply to 
the 725 people already sentenced 
to death. The measure also creates 
a $100 million fund to assist law en-
forcement with homicide and rape 
cases. Arguments for the elimina-
tion of the death penalty include 
moral arguments against the taking 
of human life, the grave risk of exe-
cuting people mistakenly convicted 
and the potential redistribution of 
fi nancial resources from court and 
prison costs to public safety purpos-
es. The primary ballot argument 
against the repeal of the death pen-
alty concerns justice being served 
on behalf of crime victims and their 
loved ones. Supporters of the initia-
tive include the California Catho-
lic Conference of Bishops and the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 
Opponents of Proposition 34 in-
clude associations of police, sheriffs 
and deputy district attorneys.

Proposition 35
Human Traffi cking. Penalties. 
Initiative Statute.

This measure seeks to increase 
criminal penalties for human traf-
fi cking in the sex trades. It would 
require convicted sex traffi ckers 
to register as sex offenders, would 

increase prison sentences up to 15 
years to life, and would increase 
fi nes up to $1.5 million. Fines col-
lected would be used for victim 
services and law enforcement train-
ing. Supporters of Proposition 35 
include both the California Demo-
cratic and Republican parties. Op-
ponents of this measure include 
the Erotic Service Providers Legal 
Education and Research Project 
Inc. and Norma Jean Almodovar, 
an author, former police offi cer 
and sex workers activist.

Proposition 36
Three Strikes Law. Repeat Felony 
Offenders. Penalties. Initiative 
Statute.

In 1994, California voters passed 
a “Three Strikes” Law, which man-
dates a minimum sentence of 25 
years to life imprisonment for 
three-time repeat offenders with 
multiple prior “serious” felony con-
victions. The number of persons 
now serving life sentences in Cali-
fornia due to three convictions is 
8,800. Proposition 36 attempts to 
revise the “three strikes” law to im-
pose life sentences only when the 
new conviction is deemed “serious 
or violent” and would authorize a 
potential reduction in sentence for 
an estimated 3,000 offenders now 
serving life sentences. Supporters 
claim the reduction in sentences 
could save the state more than 
$150 million annually, and major 
support for the proposition comes 
from the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, the Cali-
fornia Democratic Party and bil-
lionaire George Soros. Opponents 
claim that every state implement-
ing a “three strikes” law has seen a 
signifi cant reduction in crime, and 
California’s crime rate dropped 37 
percent in its fi rst four years after 
implementation. Proposition 36 is 
opposed by the California Repub-
lican Party and Mike Reynolds, the 
author of the 1994 “Three Strikes” 
proposition.  

Proposition 37
Genetically Engineered Foods. 
Labeling. Initiative Statute.

This measure would require “la-
beling on raw or processed food of-
fered for sale to consumers if made 
from plants or animals with genetic 
material changed in specifi ed ways. 
Prohibits labeling or advertising 
such food as ‘natural.’” Major fund-
ing in support comes from Mercola 
Health Industries, an alternative, 
natural medicine company, the 
Organic Consumers Fund and Dr. 
Bronner’s Magic Soaps. Opponents 
of the initiative include the Council 
for Biotechnology Information, the 
Grocery Manufacturers Association 
and Pioneer Hi-Bred International. 
Potential costs to the state include 
$1 million annually in compliance 
monitoring and “potentially signifi -
cant” costs for the courts, the attor-
ney general and district attorneys 
from possible violations of labeling.

Proposition 38
Tax to Fund Education and Early 
Childhood Programs. Initiative 
Statute.
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By Lori Arnold

BREA — Nearly three dozen 
Christian citizenship leaders from 
the Central Valley and south have 
committed their hearts and re-
sources to promote family values 
as part of a Get Out the Vote cam-
paign through California Family 
Council.

The citizenship leaders are 
members of monthly Strategic Fo-
rums held in San Diego, Orange 
County, Los Angeles, Fresno and 
the Four Corners area near Chino 
Hills. Representatives from three 
new groups—Southwest Riverside, 
South Bay/Los Angeles and Pasa-
dena, were also on hand for a joint 
meeting held Aug. 4 in Brea.

Dubbed as the “Super Forum,” 
the strategy event also included a 
team of 10 prayer warriors who in-
terceded for unity of purpose and 
vision.

Orange County Strategic Forum 
member Mike Spence, who serves 
as chief of staff for Assemblyman 
Curt Hagman (R-Chino Hills), 
and is a nine-year president of the 
California Republican Assembly, 
encouraged the leaders to remain 
steadfast despite an onslaught of 
anti-family legislation emanating 
from Sacramento.

“It can be demoralizing, but 
when you can see success and the 
people change, it can be very en-
couraging,” said Spence, who has 
served 20-plus years on the West Co-
vina Unifi ed School District board.

A longtime GOP player and for-
mer chief of staff for San Diego 
Republican Joel Anderson, Spence 
warned against elevating a political 
party over the issues.

“It’s not a parties thing; it’s a peo-
ple thing,” Spence said.

Southern California religious 
rights attorneys Dean Broyles, a 
San Diego committee leader from 
the National Center of Law and 
Policy and Robert Tyler of Advo-
cates for Faith and Freedom, who 
is helping to launch the Southwest 
Riverside Forum, provided legal 
direction to the leaders by under-
scoring the wide latitude churches 
have in promoting issues and voter 
registrations. 

In the coming weeks forum lead-
ers will fi nalize strategies to get 
evangelicals within their networks 
to the polls.

PHOTO BY JIM DOMAN

Members of several Strategic Forum groups from around the state gathered for a Super Forum meeting in Brea Aug. 4. The 
teams meet monthly to strategize on public policy issues from a Christian perspective. Their current focus is on getting out 
the vote for the November election. 

CFC’s strategic forums tackle Get Out the Vote campaigns

Having a voice
Barbara Lesure, on the executive 

committee for the Los Angeles Fo-
rum, was exuberant as she shared 
about the prospect of having a 
voice in the process.

“There was so much excitement 
about the possibility of the getting 
the work done for the kingdom,” 
she said of their inaugural meet-
ing a year ago. “We are unifi ed and 
ready to get the work done.”

Hoping to expand their sphere of 
infl uence, she said the local group 
is working on a plan to reach out to 
the county’s Catholic bishops.

“We are developing a plan so 
that we are about to minister to 
pastors,” she said. “We are trying 
to conduct our own informational 
setting, an information source 
so the truth becomes clear that 
we’ve got to do something and 
something quick.”

Fred Vanderhoof, of the Fresno 
Forum, said his group has spent six 
months developing relationships 
with the local media and is in the 
process of developing as many as a 
dozen new contacts. 

“We need to have something for 
the believers in our part of the state 
where they can be informed,” the 
citizen advocate said.

The group also held a news 
conference after the June U.S. 

quietly shifted the state’s political 
power from red to blue in fi ve years 
without the help of the party estab-
lishment.

Chase said he believes the fo-
rums could have similar success if 
the focus remains on strategy and 
unity.

“If four people can fl ip a state, 
what can a small group of commit-
ted people do?” Chase said.

Chiseling away
Ron Prentice, chief executive of-

fi cer for California Family Council, 
reiterated the importance of net-
working by sharing that numerous 
anti-family bills were weakened 
during this year’s legislative pro-
cess after voters applied pressure to 
their representatives. One of those 
bills would have expanded abortion 
services by lessening the medical 
training needed to perform the sur-
geries, and another would have re-
quired adults seeking treatment to 
reduce same-sex attraction to sign 
a waiver that contained one-sided 
information about the treatment, 
known as reparative or change 
therapy. 

“We thank God for the little bit 
of pressure they felt in weakening 
these bills,” Prentice said. “These 
are the things we can do more and 
more and more as we align and 
build relationships.”

In the meantime, the focus will 
be on the November election, with 
an eye toward establishing conser-
vative policy at the polls.

“We are in this,” he said. “This is 
a sprint for us between now and the 
election.”

For more information, visit www.
californiafamily.org.

Supreme Court ruling upholding 
President Barack Obama’s health-
care reform.

“We are experimenting here in 
Fresno,” Vanderhoof said. “We are 
excited about the future. So now 
we are on the radar screen of these 
stations. We are speaking out, and 
people are listening.”

Network power
As one of the newer participants, 

Evan Chase, who has committed to 
launching the South Bay Forum, 
said the citizenship groups are 
playing to a passion the Lord gave 
him several years ago to unite the 
church.

“I had an evangelical fl ame in 

my heart,” he told the group. “I 
started to cry out for my country a 
couple of years ago and where we 
are headed.”

He said he was grief-stricken af-
ter he envisioned his young sons 
approaching him as adults asking 
about the culture decline of the na-
tion.

“I didn’t want them to ask, ‘Dad, 
did you know? Did you do some-
thing?’”

He said his enthusiasm has been 
buoyed by the Adam Schrage and 
Rob Witwer book “The Blueprint: 
How the Democrats Won Colorado 
and Why Republicans Everywhere 
Should Care.” The book chronicles 
how four progressive Democrats 

LA MESA — Hundreds of 
churches across the country will 
host the 90-minute program 
“iPledge Sunday—A Call to Faith, 
Family and Freedom” on Sept. 9.

Sponsored by the Family Re-
search Council and American Fam-
ily Association, the national webi-
nar will start at 6 p.m. PDT. The 
project is endorsed by Pastor Jim 
Garlow, chairman of the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based Renewing Ameri-
can Leadership and lead pastor of 

Skyline Church in La Mesa.
“It seems like every four years 

people say, ‘This is the most impor-
tant election of our lifetime,’” Gar-
low said. “Well, this year I believe it. 
Our nation seems to be at a kairos 
moment. So much is at stake.”

The program, hosted by FRC Presi-
dent Tony Perkins, is designed to mo-
bilize Christians across the country to 
pray for the election, commit to voter 
registration for themselves and their 
circle of infl uence and to vote on Nov. 6.

Speakers, including former Sen. 
Rick Santorum and Bishop Harry 
Jackson, will address the major is-
sues facing America: religious liber-
ty, life, marriage and the economy.  

Churches have the option of par-
ticipating in the live event or at a 
date later in September. There is a 
$25 fee that includes the webcast 
and the iVoteValues Voter Toolkit.

For more information, visit www.
ipledgesunday.org.

Churches sign up for iPledge Sunday

Dinesh D’Souza, Keynote Speaker 
President of The King’s College in New York 
This summer, Dinesh D’Souza will certainly be making headlines prior to the national election 
as a new documentary fi lm, “2016”—based on D’Souza’s book, The Roots of Obama’s Rage—will 
take viewers deep into the heart and mind of the President. Produced by Gerald R. Molen, 
Spielberg’s co-producer on Hollywood blockbusters such as “Schindler’s List,” “Jurassic Park” 
and “Minority Report,” it explores the origin of Obama’s thinking. View the trailer now at 
2016themovie.com.
A former policy analyst in the Reagan White House, D’Souza is called one of the “top young 

public policy makers in the country” by Investor’s Business Daily. He is the author of multiple best-sellers including 
Illiberal Education, Ronald Reagan: How an Ordinary Man Became an Extraordinary Leader, What’s So Great About America, 
Letters to a Young Conservative and What’s So Great About Christianity. A prolifi c writer, persuasive debater, and sought 
after speaker, D’Souza has been named one of America’s most infl uential conservative thinkers by the New York Times.

Justice 2012
Annual Fundraising Gala

Saturday, October 6
Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa

Liberty Legacy Title Sponsor

www.TheUpperRoomPresents.com

Reserve your tickets now! Register online at 
www.faith-freedom.com

For more information, call 1-888-588-6888 
or email info@faith-freedom.com

SAVE THE DATE   October 6, 2012
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AUTO/BIKE ACCIDENTS

SLIP & FALL ACCIDENTS

DOG BITES

WRONGFUL DEATH

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE CONSULTATIONS

NO FEE UNLESS YOU WIN AN AWARD

JOHN B. LITTLE
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
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Recipient 2003
“OUTSTANDING TRIAL LAWYER AWARD”

NORTH COUNTY   760.633.3332
SAN DIEGO   858.481.6111

ACCIDENT AND PERSONAL INJURY CASES

Shedding light 
on FINANCIAL 
and INSURANCE needs

Ask me about...
- Life Insurance “you don’t have to die to use”
- Using Life Insurance for your retirement needs 

tax free!
- Single Premium Life Insurance 
- Return of Premium Term Life insurance
- Senior Citizen Final Expense Programs 

(featuring no medical exams and permanent 
coverage that does not increase)

- Coverages available for Cancer, Terminal 
Illnesses, AIDS, Diabetes, Hepatitis, Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, Organ Transplants, Dialysis 
conditions, and more. 

“There is a difference between having insurance and being insured.”

Frank Cueva
CA Lic #OG88532 

1-800-991-5307 x4
fcueva@

luminaryfi nancial.com

Luminary Financial and Insurance Solutions

Contact me 
today and 
experience 

our client-fi rst 
philosophy www.luminaryfi nancial.com

DILSROOFING & EXTERIORS

1-800-501-7663 
Senior Citizen Discounts

MORIAH PETERS…
Continued from page 1

PHOTO BY JENA COOPER/JLYNDELPHOTOGRAPHY

Moriah Peters co-wrote most of the songs from her new album “I Choose Jesus” while learning new techniques from 
songwriters she met in Nashville. On her fretting hand Peters wears a purity ring that she describes as a “golden rose, not 
yet blossomed, representing the protection of love and marriage.” 

Christianity” by C.S. Lewis and “The 
Case for a Creator” by Lee Strobel 
gave Peters the answers she sought. 

“There is evidence,” she said. 
“We need to be very knowledgeable 
of that. But at the same time noth-
ing should pull us away from pure 
and simple devotion to Christ.” 

Choosing purity
Peters said that experience be-

came a cornerstone in her life. 
It also validated her decision to 
remain pure. As a little girl she’d 
decided not to kiss a man until she 
married him. Her song “Haven’t 
Even Kissed” captures the joy of 
how such a bold faith led to ro-
mance beyond her wildest imagin-
ings. 

At times Peters said she’d been 
lonely and wanted a boyfriend 
like others her age. But she knew 
she “shouldn’t settle for anything 
less than extraordinary.” Still, she 

wasn’t sure that the type of man 
she wanted even existed—until two 
years ago.

That’s when Peters said she found 
a special relationship with a godly 
man, who appreciates those stan-
dards of purity. Maintaining such 
high morals isn’t easy, especially as 
a relationship grows. Peters learned 
that only God can give the kind of 
strength it takes to stay pure. 

“Only the Holy Spirit gives us the 
power to say ‘no,’ when our fl esh 
wants to say ‘yes,’” she said.

Peters said she now understands why 
God put those standards in place; not 
to be strict, but to delight the hearts 
of those who adhere to them. 

“It’s been incredible to see how 
God’s blessed this relationship be-
cause we’ve remained obedient to 
Him,” she said. 

To encourage her peers that they 
are equally as valuable, Peters said 
she’ll soon be introducing “White 
as Snow” sessions on high school 
and college campuses. She wants 
students to know about the forgive-
ness of God. 

“One of the biggest strongholds 
the enemy has on my generation is 
guilt and shame,” she said.

The weight of guilt and shame 
can then drive people deeper and 
deeper into sin. 

Peters said many individuals 
think when they do something 
wrong that God doesn’t want any-
thing to do with them anymore. 
The young songstress said reality is 
much different. 

“When God looks at us He 
doesn’t see our sin,’ she said. “All 
He sees is the blood of his Son that 
washes us clean and makes us white 
as snow.”

Peters said she hopes the White 
as Snow sessions will remind her 
peers of this truth and encourage 
them that—in the eyes of God—
they are accepted.

For more information visit www.
moriahpeters.com or MoriahMusic 
on Facebook. To book Peters for a 
White as Snow session at a high 
school or college, visit www.para-
digmccm.com.

DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI

Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
Social Security Disability Advocate

Helping obtain Social Security disability benefi ts 
for claimants throughout Southern California

Independent Beauty Consultant

Sandy Hertzberg
(619) 265-0138

Mary Kay has a proven effective 
skin care program for you. All 

basic skin care products are non-
comedogenic and clinically tested 

for skin irritancy and allergy. 

Call today!

WE TEACH 
SKIN CARE

For more information please call

800-404-2258
calvaryranch.org

Calvary Ranch
A Recovery Facility for

Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Where God does the healing

Breaking the 
bondage of 
addictions 

since 1972

13610 Willow Road, Lakeside
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Liberty Charter High School

Grades 9-11

FREE

Small School 

Strong Academics

Leadership

Literacy

Technology

Located in La Mesa
4207 Spring Gardens Rd.

Call Today 619.668.2131

ENROLLING NOW

Jesus San Diego, a Christian non-profi t, 
needs your running CAR or RV donation to 
help us promote the Gospel on the Internet.

Donate your Car or RV!
It will help promote the Gospel and is 100% tax-deductible!

We will pick up your vehicle.

Call (619) 203-1277
Find a new life, a fresh start at jesussandiego.com

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Dr. Raleigh 
Washington, a former urban pas-
tor, has a vow for San Diego’s men: 
be prepared to be called out—and 
up. It’s a promise he has no qualms 
about keeping.

Washington, president and CEO 
of the national Promise Keepers 
men’s ministry, will bring his team 
to San Diego Sept. 7 and 8 at San 
Diego State University’s Viejas 
Arena for “Called Out!” The event 
is one of fi ve national conferences 
this year.

“I want to tell the men of San Di-
ego that Promise Keepers is back 
in an absolute, most powerful way,” 
the Denver resident said. 

Washington, who once served 
as the ministry’s vice president of 
reconciliation, returned to Promise 
Keepers in 2008 with its founder 
Bill McCartney. Together they wid-
ened the scope of the ministry to 
include women, young adults and 
families.

“After doing that for two years 
we found out Promise Keepers’ 
foundational calling is to men,” 
Washington said, adding that they 
relaunched their national con-
ferences directed solely to men. 
“We’ve done three this year, and 
the Spirit of the Living God has fall-
en each time, at each place, in a way 
that is a clear indication that God is 
anointing the ministry of Promise 
Keepers. It is transforming lives in 
ways you would never believe.”

In Cedar Falls, Iowa, the men 
were so moved by the experience 
that they pledged $100,000 to bring 
it back next year and vowed to each 
bring four men to guarantee a 2013 
crowd of 20,000.

Dr. Raleigh Washington, left, president and CEO of Promise Keepers, will speak 
at its Sept. 7 and 8 conference at San Diego State University. This year’s theme 
is “Called Out!”

Promise Keepers CEO vows to light fi re among San Diego’s men

In Dallas, nearly half of those in 
attendance were under the age of 
30. 

“That shocked us because we 
haven’t necessarily marketed to 
that group, but men are coming 
and they are absolutely loving it,” 
Washington said.

“I really believe that young men 
are seeking for some identity in a 
spiritual fashion. Unfortunately, 
for the millennial generation—and 
that’s pretty much 15 to 30—only 
4 percent of them have a biblically 
based faith in Jesus Christ. But 85 
percent of them will tell you ‘I am 
spiritual,’ so there is a spiritual so-
journ. When they come to Promise 
Keepers they have that spiritual 
hunger satisfi ed with a pure gospel 
and challenges that will transform a 
man’s life.”

In keeping with this year’s Called 
Out theme, the speakers will chal-
lenge the men to develop an inti-
mate relationship with Jesus Christ 
through duty, nobility, leadership, 
action and courage.

Evangelist Greg Stier will start 
the campaign through his “Called 
Out” message, which will be fol-
lowed by Bob Beltz with “A Call to 
Duty”; Tony Evans with “A Call to 
Lead”; and Sam Rodriguez with “A 
Call to Action.”

Washington will address racial 
and denominational divisions in 
“A Call to Courage,” and local Pas-
tor Miles McPherson of the Rock 
Church will present “A Call to No-
bility.” 

Lasting legacy
To help retain the momentum 

after the conference, Promise 
Keepers is coordinating with 
such groups as Iron Sharpens 
Iron, Men of the Cross and Man 
in the Mirror.

“We are partnering with men’s 
ministries that will do follow up 
and continue the discipleship 

What: Promise Keeners 
Men’s Conference

When: September 7-8
Where: Viejas Arena, San Diego 

State University
Speakers: Miles McPherson, 

Raleigh Washington, Tony 
Evans, Sam Rodriguez, 
Greg Stier, Bob Beltz

Also: Music - Lincoln Brewster 
Comedy - Brad Stine

Cost: $59 — use online promo 
code “0912-CENW” to 
save $20. Pay just $39

— Registration —
1-866-776-6473

www.promisekeepers.org/events

process,” Washington said. “We 
are catalytic. We light the fi re. 
We introduce men to Christ. 
They give their life to Christ. 
They rededicate their life. They 
make a decision to come out of 
pornography and adulterous 

relationships. They make great 
commitments.

“So when the local church and 
other men’s ministries grab them 
and continue that sojourn you 
see transformation in a church, 
transformation in a community, 
transformation in a city because 
the fi re that is lit by the ministry 
of Promise Keepers.”

Since its founding in 1990, 
Washington said Promise Keep-
ers has reached out to more 
than six million men, with more 
than one million coming to 
know Christ.

“It’s going to be a life-chang-
ing experience,” Washington 
said. “The catalytic fi re will be lit 
on Friday night when we start, 
and it will not go out until we 
leave.”

The cost of the event is $59, but 
a savings of $20 per person is avail-
able for Christian Examiner readers 
by mentioning code 0912-CENW 
during registration. For more infor-
mation, visit www.promisekeepers.
org/events or call 1-866-776-6473.

WASC

CIF

NCAA

For more information, call 619-303-8035
www.foothillsschool.net

Foothills Christian High School

God and Truth Driven!
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     An evening with…

STEVEN CURTIS CHAPMAN
Sept. 8

Skyline Church, La Mesa
Tickets at: 
Bonus Option: Attend the pre-show Q&A with Steven (separate ticket required)

By Lori Arnold

HOLLYWOOD — Since starting 
his faith-based Hollywood public re-
lations fi rm a dozen years ago, Jon-
athan Bock and his team at Grace 
Hill Media have often bridged the 
gap between the increasingly edgy 
movie industry and a skeptical 
Christian community.

“We have a tendency to stand 
there with our arms crossed waiting 
to be offended,” Bock said of the 
Christian community.

The marketing guru, who worked 
for Warner Bros. before launching 
Grace Hill, said he’s hoping to im-
prove the relationship between the 
two communities through As1, a 
new campaign to re-engage Chris-
tians into the arts.

“What I love about As1 is that 
it sets a bold vision that also is 
grounded in history,” Bock said. 
“The goal of As1 is to restore the 
church to its historically traditional 
role as a patron of the arts.”

Bock said during the Renais-
sance and other signifi cant eras the 
church often was a driving force be-

Jonathan Bock, owner of Grace Hill 
Media, has launched As1, a new 
initiative to re-engage Christians into 
the creative process in Hollywood.

Movie promoter launches project to re-engage church with the arts

hind art and culture, evidenced by 
the famous works of Leonardo da 
Vinci, Raffaello “Raphael” Sanzio 
da Urbino, Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 
Merisi da Caravaggio and Michel-
angelo, whose credits include the 
Sistine Chapel and the statues Da-
vid and Pietà.

“The church was a real patron of 

the arts,” Bock said. “We need to 
get back to a place like that. The 
defi nition of a patron of the arts 
has changed pretty substantially 
since the Renaissance. It used to be 
if you were a patron of the arts you 
were a rich guy in tights with a coin 
purse. Now, the patron is the ticket-
buying customer, the consumer. 
They wield a lot of infl uence— not 
individually (because), if I buy one 
ticket it makes little difference, but 
as a community you can have a tre-
mendous amount of infl uence over 
the projects that are made into the 
future.

“This relationship worked well 
like this for hundreds and hun-
dreds of years. Why would we not 
want to get back to a place like that 
where it was benefi cial to the artist 
and benefi cial for society and ben-
efi cial for the church?”

To help with that goal Bock’s As1 
initiative will target specifi c proj-
ects that appeal to a narrow mar-
ket. Those pledging to be part of 
the As1 movement will then work 
to promote those projects to make 
them “unequivocal hits where it 

can only be the Christian commu-
nity that made it a hit.”

“We target Bible-based projects, 
things that are rooted, absolutely, 
in the Bible, where the only people 
who would make this a big, huge hit 
are people who are believers in the 
Bible,” he said.

Chasing momentum
Their fi rst project to promote is 

“The American Bible Challenge,” a 
new game show on the GSN chan-
nel, formerly known as the Game 
Show Network. Bock said if Chris-
tians rally around the show and it 
becomes a major hit, Hollywood 
is more likely to produce similar 
shows.

“Hollywood is a business that 
chases momentum,” Bock said. 
“They try to catch lightening in a 
bottle twice.”

He cited the success of the mov-
ie “Saving Private Ryan,” which 
spawned a series of war movies. 
Current trends, he added, are 
an appetite for vampires because 
of the popularity of “Twilight,” 
themed reality shows and cooking 

shows, which have found homes on 
multiple cable outlets beyond the 
Food Network and Cooking chan-
nels.

“Success breeds success in Holly-
wood,” Bock said.

For instance, he said the strong 
theatrical showings by “The Pas-
sion of the Christ,” “October Baby” 
and Sherwood Baptist Church’s 
releases “Fireproof” and “Coura-
geous” have caught the eye of 
industry insiders. 

“All of those were hits, but all 
of those were made outside of the 
Hollywood system,” the promoter 
said. “Now what we are seeing is 
Hollywood wanting to get in on this 
and be part of the process.”

Many of the major studios now 
have faith-based divisions, and 
some big Hollywood names have 
major Christian-themed movies in 
the pipeline, some of them with 
budgets in the hundreds of mil-
lions. 

Russell Crowe will star in fi lm-
maker Darren Aronofsky’s “Noah,” 
set for release in 2014. TV mega-
producer Mark Burnett and his 
wife, actress Roma Downey, are 
teaming up for a 10-part series on 
the Bible, which will air next spring 
on the History Channel. Other 
planned projects involve Stephen 
Spielberg with a proposed epic on 
Moses, and Will Smith is consider-
ing a movie on Cain and Able.

“I think they are a lot more re-
ceptive,” Bock said of Hollywood. 
“In the past 12 years I have person-
ally seen the Christian community 
go from near-pariah status within 
Hollywood to a place where we are 
now absolutely seen as a potential 
audience, as a real audience worth 
going after. 

“That’s a terrifi c thing, to go 
from enmity to being viewed as a 
real, potential customer. I’ll take 
that, in a 10-year-time span, any day 
of the week. That’s a huge step in 
the right direction.”

Storytelling and relationships
The public relations specialist ad-

mits that artists, by the their nature, 
will often press the lines in storytell-
ing, but Christians would be wise to 
consider the broader implications. 

He cited a scene in “The Passion 
of the Christ” when Mary reached 
over to help Jesus carry the cross 
while she fl ashed back to coming to 
his aid when he fell as a child. The 
scene, Bock said, was not scriptural, 
yet in the broader context viewers 
understood the message of suffer-
ing and sacrifi ce that Gibson was 
telling.

“The gospel is going to get 
preached, even if it’s only pretty 
good, the gospel is going to get 
preached,” he said. “That’s a $100 
million marketing campaign for 
our faith when they are spending 
lots of advertising dollars pushing 
people toward seeing the Bible? 
How is that not good for us?”

Bock said he favors using these 
movies as a way to initiate dialog 
about Christianity and build rela-
tionships with an eye toward break-
ing Christian stereotypes.

“We, unfortunately, are in a posi-
tion where other people are creat-
ing culture and we are always put in 
the position to react to it,” he said. 
“By making these big hits, by setting 
ourselves up as a very bankable au-
dience, Christians will actually be 
part of the creative process. We are 
going to put the Bible back to the 
front end of pop culture and hope-
fully keep it there for a long, long, 
long time.”

For more information, visit www.
as1.org.
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By Lori Arnold

SANTA MONICA — The Scriptures 
will take center stage on the GSN 
network with the Aug. 23 debut of 
“The American Bible Challenge,” an 
original one-hour game show hosted 
by comedian Jeff Foxworthy.

The show features 18 three-member 
teams who face off on their knowledge 
of the Bible as they earn money for 
charity. During the fi rst six episodes, 
three teams will compete for the right 
to move on to semi-fi nal and fi nal 
competitions.

“It’s just cool seeing people come 
and, within the course of an hour, win 
money to help change someone else’s 
life,” Foxworthy said on the game’s 
website. “That’s a neat thing to be a 
part of.”

Foxworthy, who gained fame as the 
redneck comedian, is a committed 
Christian who serves as a small group 
leader at his church and volunteers 
with Young Life. He has also hosted 
a variety of shows including “The Jeff 
Foxworthy Show,” “Blue Collar TV” and 
“Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?”

The show will use current as well as 
historical references, and “questions 
will be drawn from the rich, dense nar-
rative found in the world’s best-selling 
book. The contestants will share their 
compelling back stories, and each 
team will be playing for a charitable 
organization.”

Jonathan Bock, founder of Grace 
Hill Media—which is promoting the 
series—said it is vital that the Christian 
community supports the show, which 
he described as Jeopardy-like, and by 
doing so it will encourage producers 
to invest in other Christian-themed 
programming. He likened it to getting 
your voice heard by voting. In addition 
to offering family friendly shows, the 

Comedian Jeff Foxworthy will host “The American Bible Challenge,” a new program on GSN, the former Game Show 
Network. Several Southern California teams will compete.

Bible is the star of new game show hosted by Foxworthy
game offers a time for the gospel to 
be shared in primetime. It will air at 
8 p.m. PDT.

“How can we not enthusiastically 
support this show and make it a big 
hit?” said Bock, founder of the new 
As1 movement to bolster Christians as 
patrons of the arts. The group released 
a YouTube video Aug. 14 urging Chris-
tians to support the program.

California boasts eight—nearly 
half— of the teams. The teams and 
their charities are as follows: The Boys 
Next Door, Pasadena, Oasis USA, which 
works to end human traffi cking; Team 
Drama Mamas, Sacramento, Locks 
of Love, which provides hairpieces 
to children suffering from long-term 
medical hair loss; Team Firefi ghters, 
Los Angeles, The Saint Baldrick’s 
Foundation, a volunteer-driven charity 
that funds research to fi nd cures for 
childhood cancers; The Food Fighters, 
Sacramento, Foodlink Inc., a hunger 
organization; Team Judson’s Legacy, 
Orange County, Hunter’s Hope, an 
organization that raises awareness of 
Krabbe Disease; Team Reborn, Los 
Angeles, the Black AIDS Institute, 
which focuses on AIDS in the black 
community; Team Sizzling Seeleys, 
Sacramento, Royal Family Kids Camp, 
for foster kids; and The Suburban 
Saints, Sacramento, City Crossroads, a 
nonprofi t serving Sacramento.

Offi cials with the station, for-
merly known as the Game Show 
Network, said the show represents 
a “broader programming strategy 
of game-based series that refl ect 
the core attributes of the brand.” It 
has more than 75 million subscrib-
ers on its television network and 
online site.

The network said that “The 
American Bible Challenge” is the 
fi rst of its  “Shiny Floor Game” cat-

egory—contemporary studio-based 
game shows that focus on themes 
prevalent in pop culture. Its execu-
tive producers are RelativityREAL’s 
Tom Forman of “Extreme Make-
over: Home Edition” and Embassy 
Row’s Michael Davies of “The New-
lywed Game” and “Who Wants to 
Be a Millionaire.” Nick Stuart and 
Maura Dunbar of Odyssey Net-
works are consulting producers.

For more information, visit 
www.gsntv.com. The YouTube 
video can be seen by searching 
“The American Bible Challenge.” 
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Whole Life Church

Whole Life Church
The Church Upstairs 

772 S. Johnson Ave., Suite 201, El Cajon 
619-201-8484

Real Church… for Real People

What we’re about:

It is our desire and passion to gather with unbelievers in any 
way possible to connect the Good News to the missing piece 

in the lives of others.

To assist all believers from every part of the faith journey in 
fi nding God’s purpose for them and equipping them for health 
– spiritually, physically, mentally, emotionally and relationally – 
to become all that God has gifted them for.

To call all our whole community together to serve, using our 
gifts and talents, for the greater good of our world as God asked.

To connect with each other in friendship and to enjoy growing 
up and growing old together…spiritually and physically! 

To worship God passionately in artistic and creative ways to 
inspire us and give him glory.

A new church for East County
Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Committed to Living God’s Passion for a 
Whole Life… Spirit, Mind, And Body

By Lori Arnold

Long before social media 
changed the complexion of net-
working, Orange County resident 
Susan Kimes saw the need for old-
fashioned face-to-faces after she 
accepted a position as director of 
women at Calvary Church in Santa 
Ana. So, in 1987, she hosted a re-
source meeting with women minis-
try leaders from 45 area churches. 
In addition to the resources, the 
women shared ideas and encour-
agement. The meeting was the 
starting point for the Network of 
Evangelical Women in Ministry.

“The idea of the ministry was 
for directors of women’s ministries 
who had gotten so busy they kind of 
forgot who they were serving,” said 
Jackie Rettberg, who now serves as 
the ministry’s executive director. 
“They were so busy planning every 
day, doing the programs that they 
did, that they didn’t have time for 
the Lord. We encourage women to 
come away and spend time with the 
Lord.”

The group, which also has chap-
ters in Orange County, Fresno, 
Bakersfi eld and Cape Town, South 
Africa, offers regional meetings, 
retreats, creative seminars, con-

ferences and free 
personal enrich-
ment and training 
resources. There 
is no cost to at-
tend local chap-
ter events, but 
annual ministry 
memberships are 
available. 

A new program 
for the group, 
“Alive in Christ,” 
will offer a one-
night “silent” re-
treat Oct. 19 to 20 
in Palos Verdes, 
Calif. Through 
the program, a 
facilitator will use 
short scriptural 
meditations to 
lead women into 
silent refl ection 
time with the Lord. In November, 
the ministry will offer its two-day 
Springs Retreat at St. Anthony’s 
Retreat Center in Three Rivers, 
Calif., known as the gateway town 
to Sequoia and Kings Canyon na-
tional parks. That retreat, which 
also includes silent times, is of-
fered twice a year.

At the heart of the regional 

gatherings and 
retreats, Rettberg 
said, is a sound 
foundation on the 
Bible.

“We don’t deal 
with a lot of fl uff,” 
she said, adding 
that the one-on-
one time with the 
Lord has proven 
most benefi cial for 
women who are 
steeped in minis-
try programming. 
“Every time we do 
that, give them 
quiet time with the 
Lord, He meets 
their needs and 
He changes them, 
and these are min-
istry leaders.”

It’s during those 
moments, she said, that priority is 
restored and renewal follows.

“We like to remind women that 
work comes out of worship,” she 
said. “We want to call women to 
evaluate and have some down 
time. Some of them are absolutely 
maxed out, and they need time to 
rest and be renewed. We feel that’s 
our niche.”

group to look like,’” Wilson said.

Vital resourcing
Ultimately, Wilson is hoping the 

growing network will prove to be a 
safety line for women in the early 
stages of ministry.

“I think women in leadership in 
small churches and ministries re-
ally need something like NEWIM,” 
she said. “Someone said to me 
recently, ‘Well, so and so in this 
larger church, they don’t need 
this, they’ve got women.’ But the 
problem is we need them. We need 
these women to come alongside 
us who are in smaller ministries 
and smaller churches and say ‘You 
know, I understand what you are 
going through. Let’s see if what I’m 
going through can help you.’”

The next meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. Oct. 2 at Trinity Presbyte-
rian Church, 3902 Kenwood Drive, 
Spring Valley.

For more information, go to Face-
book and search NEWIM San Diego 
or call (619) 749-3114.

Women who recently attended a spontaneous dinner gathering for the Network of 
Evangelical Women in Ministry pray for each other at a La Mesa restaurant.

Women’s group reaches out to women’s ministry leaders
By Lori Arnold

SPRING VALLEY — Several de-
cades have passed since a young 
Dawn Wilson sprouted fl edgling 
ministry roots as a pastor’s wife in 
a small church in big-time Atlanta.

“I was longing for someone who 
understood where I was, someone 
who could identify with me, and 
no one seemed to understand that 
I had that need,” said Wilson, now 
an El Cajon co-author and founder 
of Heart Choices Ministries, a re-
source outreach to women. 

“I burned out quickly as a pas-
tor’s wife.” She said. “It’s one thing 
to say, ‘Well, just go to Jesus. Jesus 
understands you.’ Yes, He does, but 
year in and year out you need some-
thing with skin on to come along-
side you. Their presence means 
a lot, especially if they have been 
through some of the things you are 
going through.”

As her ministry focus has 
changed over the years, Wilson 
said the need for encouragement, 
edifi cation and energizing has re-
mained constant. That’s why earlier 
this year she accepted an invitation 
to become president of the newly 
established San Diego South chap-
ter of the Network of Evangelical 
Women in Ministry. 

“They are women of infl uence 
in the San Diego County area who 
are in some aspect of ministry,” she 
said.

An international organization, 
the evangelical ministry is designed 
to provide spiritual and peer sup-
port for women in leadership roles. 

At the turn of this century, a 
chapter operated in North County 
and was instrumental in bringing 
Anne Graham Lotz to San Diego 

in 2000, but over time the group 
disappeared. As a resident of East 
County, Wilson said she plans to 
focus on eastern and southern por-
tions of the county and is praying 
that a North County woman will 
develop the same burden for the 
ministry and relaunch a chapter up 
there.

In establishing the south chapter, 
Wilson said it was her desire to serve 
both pastors’ wives and women in 
para-church ministries like hers. 

“I would have loved to have had 
a pastor’s wife or a women’s minis-
try director who was from one of 
the larger churches in the area just 
kind of pull me under their wing 
and not feel like it was a competi-
tion thing between churches,” she 
said. “I remember what that felt 
like. Maybe that’s where my passion 
for this comes from.”

In hindsight Wilson acknowl-
edged that she probably should 
have sought out a mentor on her 

own, but she was still trying to fi nd 
her way in ministry. 

“I wasn’t insecure in who I was 
in Christ, but I sure was insecure in 
ministry,” Wilson said of the early 
years.

Wilson, who has taught Bible 
studies at her church and assists 
her husband, Bob, with their Pace-
Setters missions ministry, said she 
was not looking to add anything to 
her already-hectic schedule. A for-
mer staff writer for the Christian Ex-
aminer, Wilson co-wrote “LOL with 
God: Devotional Messages of Hope 
& Humor for Women” and assists 
national radio teacher Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss of “Revive Our Hearts.”

That’s why the grandmother of 
three carefully considered the of-
fer, made by NEWIM Executive Di-
rector Jackie Rettberg, who is based 
out of Newport Beach.

“I was really burdened about this 
and prayed about it for a long time, 
and God really made it very clear 
I was supposed to do it, so I did,” 
Wilson said. 

The confi rmation came while 
Wilson was speaking at a con-
ference in Pine Valley. Wilson, 
not wanting to leave Rettberg 
hanging, asked the Lord to give 
her a clear sign of His will that 
weekend or she would decline 
the opportunity.

“At the very end of the confer-
ence this lady walks up to me and 
said, ‘I’m a pastor’s wife and a wom-
en’s ministry director in my church, 
and I need a place where I can just 
go and be with like-minded wom-
en. Do you know of a place?’ I just 
about dropped my box of books,” 
Wilson said. “I said ‘Yes I do. I’m 
starting one up.’ 

“It was just that simple and that 
clear cut. I knew.”

Practical touch
Wilson’s group started its quar-

terly meetings in February and 
drew 16 leaders by the second gath-
ering. The women come from Lem-
on Grove, Spring Valley, Mission 
Valley, El Cajon, Lakeside, Chula 
Vista, Santee and San Diego. 

“If it grows big I will only be 
happy if it’s meeting the needs of 
women in the area,” she said. “It’s 
not about numbers. It’s really about 

can we really encourage, edify and 
energize women?”

In sticking with its three-prong 
emphasis of encouraging, edifying 
and energizing, the meetings in-
clude prayer, devotional time and 
fellowship. 

“I think that’s why I have those 
three goals for the women because 
I’ve seen how it can not only en-
courage them personally but also 
fl ow out to their own ministries,” 
Wilson said.

 “We talk about really practical 
things. It’s things we need as lead-
ers fi rst. We have to fi lter it through 
our own lives fi rst, and hopefully 
that will energize us to be able to 
go back and share truth with our 
people and our groups.”

Over the summer a spontaneous 
dinner out was arranged after the 
women indicated they didn’t want 
to wait three months to get togeth-
er again. The group is also contem-
plating a retreat for next year.

“We are basically as a group say-
ing, ‘Lord, You direct us because 
we don’t know what you want this 

Dawn Wilson, founder of Heart 
Choices Ministries, has launched a 
San Diego chapter of the Network of 
Evangelical Women in Ministry.

NEWIM programs embrace strong biblical foundation

Jackie Rettberg, executive 
director of the Network of 
Evangelical Women in Ministry, 
said the ministry is based on a 
strong biblical foundation.
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Conference Tickets $10 
Register now at

www.faithandworklife.org
Info: Call (714) 272-7865 

or email stephen@faithandworklife.org

Bringing Biblical Principles to Your Work

Saturday, October 13
8:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 

FAITH at WORK 
Conference

Art Barter, CEO of Datron World 

Noel Massie, President, UPS, 
Central California District

Shelley Ehlers

Sue Fries

Joe Kissack

Speakers

Concordia University presents 
5th annual

Presented by

Sunday, November 18, 2012
5:00 pm 

El Cajon Wesleyan Church

Special presentation

By Lori Arnold

ONTARIO — Aglow Interna-
tional will host “Arising,” its 2012 
National Conference, Oct. 4 to 6 at 
the Ontario Convention Center.

“It’s time for us to step into the 
fullness of who we are,” said Jane 
Hansen Hoyt, president and CEO 
of Aglow International, which has 
ministered to an estimated 17 
million people through prayer, 
evangelism and compassion. 
“There is an increased mantle on 
this ministry. It is the time of our 
arising.”

Hoyt, whose ministry is one of the 
largest global Christian organiza-
tions with more than two million 
women and men who meet in 4,300 
fellowship groups in nearly 170 
nations, will be a keynote speaker.

A seasoned public speaker, Hoyt 
has addressed conferences around 
the world, on behalf of Aglow and 
through the broader Christian 
community. In 2007, she moderat-
ed a forum on the abuse of women 
at the fi rst Knesset Christian Allies 
Caucus Women’s Summit held in 
Jerusalem. In 2009, she was the fi rst 
female keynote speaker in Promise 
Keepers’ 20-year history.

An ordained minister, Hoyt 
serves on the America for Jesus 
executive board, the Eagles Vision 
Apostolic Team, the Christians for 
Israel advisory board and the board 
of the International Reconciliation 
Coalition. She is the author of 
several books, including “Journey 
of a Woman,” “Master Plan” and 
the newly released “The View from 
Above.”

Also speaking will be Graham 
Cooke, a long-time friend of the 
ministry who is noted for his train-
ing programs on the prophetic, 
spiritual warfare, intimacy with 
God, leadership and spiritual-
ity. Through his ministry Cooke 
inspires others to pursue God with 
abandon, letting go of old mindsets 
and opening up a radically new un-
derstanding of who God really is. 
Originally from Manchester, Eng-
land, Cooke brings insight, hope 
and vision for the future of individ-
uals, churches, cities and nations 

Jane Hansen Hoyt, president of Aglow 
International, is one of two speakers 
at its “Arising,” the 2012 National 
Convention, which will be held Oct. 4 
to 6 at the Ontario Convention Center.

Aglow International brings 
national convention to 
Southern California

through prophetic ministry and 
powerful teaching.  

Now a California resident, he 
is the founder of Brilliant Book 
House and My Emerging Light.  

“This is a great, great moment for 
us,” Cooke said. “God is breathing 
destiny on us. I believe that Aglow 
has passed her tests. We’ve come 
through our apprenticeship.”

Founded by four women in 1967, 
the ministry has expanded its vision 
to include men. 

Klaus Kuehn and his team will 
lead worship. Kuehn, a resident of 
Texas, is director of Pure Worship 
Ministries and travels extensively 
around the globe. He was trained 
by Christ for the Nations in Dallas, 
where for several years he served 
as a worship leader.

“This is a season of change,” 
the conference literature said. 
“We’re learning to do the business 
of Heaven here on earth. We are 
becoming the fulfi llment of all the 
Father’s intention for His creation 
in this life.”

Advance registration is $165 or 
$245 for married couples. Admis-
sion for college students is $75 and 
$50 for minor teens.

For more information, visit www.
aglow.org.



14 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • September 2012 SD www.christianexaminer.com

YOUR GOLDEN HOUR
The Golden Hour in childbirth was the first hour of life, a special time 

of bonding that mother and child would experience after a time of labor, 
to then rest while breastfeeding. It was a new beginning that created a 
comfort unlike any other for the child and mother to KNOW each other. 
As they gazed into one another’s eyes, good feelings and healings would 
come to the child. When hearing and feeling the mother’s heartbeat, the 
baby’s heart would beat, as if in unison, that created an everlasting bond 
and unbroken unity. This bonding brought forth abundant food that 
tasted like milk and honey. Mother became the child’s ‘Promised Land’.

In the ‘Born and Alive’ experience, the same thing occurs. A bond is cre-
ated as our spirit, the child within, goes to our daily place of feeding, on 
the Word of God, our milk and honey, our ‘Land of Promises’. As our eyes 
behold, and our ears hear our Father through the Holy Spirit of the Bible, 
we too, bond, rest, renew our minds and are refreshed for each day by 
this great and gifted tangible Presence of God, His written Word. It is our 
manna from Heaven.  We are, and always will be, children of God. It is up 
to us to feed our spirits with this ‘gifted food’, our daily bread, inspired by 
His Holy Spirit. We are the adult and ‘the child within’ must be kept fed. 

It is time to get on board to feed and strengthen the child within. God 
is the pilot, Jesus is the co-pilot! We must remember that we His pas-
sengers that are seated in high places, above this world, and along for His 
ride through life. He has provided this ‘food for flight’, His Word, for our 
daily consumption as we enjoy His flight that is above life, that eventually 
takes us, out of this life, forever. Welcome aboard and remember Your 
Golden Hour! The child is waking. 

You are cordially invited to The Bible Forum on Saturdays at 6 PM. 

This message placed by Richard Malievsky…Realtor
fundraising and education event.

“I felt really lucky that I was me 
and I was in my place and I had all 
the things I did,” she said of see-
ing the shoe display. “I did so many 
things, and I was so fortunate, and 
they had nothing—they have noth-
ing.”

Now in its sixth year, Alex has 
grown up with the sleepover, hav-
ing attended every one since the 
inaugural event when she was 5. 

“I knew that there were a lot of 
kids,” Alex said of her decision to 
participate in the fi rst Sleepless 
overnight. “Since they were home-
less they didn’t have any food or 
shelter or anything, so they were dy-
ing outside. I felt bad, so I wanted 
to do something to help them.”

She was hooked, and last year 
her parents had to reschedule their 
family vacation to Hawaii because 
Alex was insistent on not missing 
Sleepless.

This year’s gathering is planned 
for Sept. 29 and 30 at Liberty Sta-
tion, where it moved after its inau-
gural event in downtown San Di-
ego. Those in attendance will view 
videos about San Diego’s homeless, 
participate in hosted group discus-
sions on homelessness and hear 
testimonies from San Diego Rescue 
Mission residents. The event, which 
runs from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m., will also 
offer a care package assembly area 
where guests can write notes and 
prepare toiletry kits for those on 
the streets. 

In addition to the educational 
components, Sleepless San Diego 
will provide live performances 
throughout the night and a chil-
dren’s play area will open at 4:30 
p.m. Participants over the age of 
10 must raise a minimum of $25 to 
participate with proceeds benefi t-
ing the faith-based ministry’s work. 
Children 10 and under are admit-
ted free.

“I think it’s really nice that they 
help them instead of just look-
ing at them when they are on the 
streets,” Alex said of the San Diego 
Rescue Mission. “I think it’s really 
cool that it’s a company that helps 
the disadvantaged and it shows the 
people who volunteer, who sleep 
outside, it shows them what (the 
homeless) feel like and how they 
are living everyday with nothing in 
their stomachs, no food, no shelter, 
no clothes, and when it is raining 
they have no coats, no shoes. It’s re-
ally sad.”

A spirit of service
Alex’s mother, Nancy Hom, said 

her daughter has a natural heart 
for giving and that she has tried to 
encourage it early on. Alex ran a 

lemonade stand in 2005 after Hur-
ricane Katrina, raising $800 for re-
lief along the Gulf Coast. She also 
raised money to help the victims 
of India’s 2004 tsunami. During 
the summer, when Alex is out of 
school, she and her mom deliver 
Meals on Wheels.

“Kids are so into high-tech stuff 
now that I think they really need to 
get down to what’s important and 
what counts,” the Tierrasanta resi-
dent said, admitting that chaperon-
ing her daughter on the overnight 
comes at a cost.

“My back doesn’t look forward 
to it, sleeping on the cots, but it is 
well worth it. The people there are 
wonderful, and we know we can’t 
help everyone. We don’t raise a lot 
of money because we really don’t 
try to push it upon other people. 
We kind of just do it, and hopefully 
our friends and relatives can kind 
of see it and it may spark an inter-
est because a lot of times people 
are forgotten just because they are 
not aware of struggles that others 
have.”

Alex said she’s received plenty 
of support from family members 
and friends. The fi rst year she par-
ticipated her aunts and uncles sup-
ported Team Alex by attending the 
event with her. One year, one of her 
classmates gave her all the money 
she had on her. Over the years Alex 
said she’s raised several hundreds 
of dollars for the mission.

A path to independence
The soon-to-be middle-schooler 

said she appreciates how the mis-
sion is able to serve the homeless in 
a way that does not enable them to 
stay on the streets. Her enthusiasm 
prompted rescue mission offi cials 
to use her for a promotional video 
on YouTube last year.

“I think they are just really sad 
because they can’t really help it,” 
she said of the homeless. “And 
when they are homeless they start 
doing drugs and alcohol, and when 
people give them a little bit of mon-
ey they take advantage of it to buy 
alcohol instead of food. I also feel 
bad because (some of them) are 
lying to other people to give them 
money.

“(The rescue mission) helps 
them get shelter, it helps them get 
clothes and it feeds them. It helps 
all people, not just a certain person, 
men, women, children, babies, all 
of them all.”

For more information about Sleep-
less San Diego, visit www.sleepless-
sandiego.org. To sponsor Alex, look 
for Alexandra Honore or Team Alex 
under the fundraising boxes on the 
right side of the home page. The 
YouTube video can be seen by typing 
the words “little alex sleepless” in 
the search box.

SLEEPLESS…
Continued from page 1

Alex Honore is all bundled up, complete with her handmade cardboard cover-up 
in case of drizzle, for her overnight venture at the 2010 Sleepless San Diego 
event to benefi t the San Diego Rescue Mission.

CHILD CUSTODY

~
33 YEARS OF

FAMILY LAW EXPERIENCE
Also handling…

1-888-FAMLAW-5

Law Office of

Patrick L. McCrary

www.californiachildsupport.com

Divorce and Property Division

& Support

Named by the San Diego Daily Transcript as a 
San Diego County Top Attorney 2008



SD September 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 15www.christianexaminer.com

Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org

P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA  92315 

Plan now for your winter and 
spring camps and retreats

Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s verifi ed by Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc. to meet Certifi edFirst™ Network high standards 
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where 
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very 
satisfi ed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee* 
using products that have earned the Good 
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a Certifi edFirst™ 
Network shop, and consider it done.

Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.

Services include:

minor dings to major 
damage)

replacement

www.certifi edfi rst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

Helping Hearts Heal
Foster Parents needed

Rancho Jireh
Foster Homes
Please call for information
Toll-free (866) 275-7534
www.ranchojirehfosterhomes.com

Jehovah Jireh, “The Lord will provide.” Genesis 22:14

Christian Examiner staff report

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
The New Mexico Supreme 
Court agreed Aug. 16 to review 
the case of an Albuquerque pho-
tographer forced to pay nearly 
$7,000 for declining to use her 
artistic expression to help two 
women “celebrate” a same-sex 
“commitment” ceremony.

In June, the New Mexico Court 
of Appeals upheld the decision by 
the New Mexico Civil Rights Com-
mission against an Albuquerque 
photography company. The com-
mission ruled that the company, 
run by a young Christian husband 
and wife, was guilty of “sexual ori-
entation” discrimination under 
state antidiscrimination laws for 
declining to photograph a same-
sex “commitment ceremony,” 
even though New Mexico does not 
permit same-sex marriages.

Alliance Defending Freedom 
attorneys had fi led an appeal 
asking the New Mexico Su-
preme Court to review the case.

“Americans in the market-
place should not be subjected 
to legal attacks for simply abid-
ing by their beliefs,” said Senior 
Counsel Jordan Lorence. “We 
trust the New Mexico Supreme 
Court will agree, because the 
government should not be al-
lowed to force this photogra-
pher to promote a message that 
violates her conscience. The 
Constitution clearly prohibits 

NM Supreme Court will hear case 
of photographer fi ned for declining 
to photograph same-sex ceremony

the state from forcing unwill-
ing artists to advance a message 
with which they disagree.”

In 2006, Vanessa Willock 
asked Elaine Huguenin — co-
owner with her husband, Jon 
Huguenin, of Elane Photogra-
phy in Albuquerque — to pho-
tograph a “commitment cere-
mony” that Willock and another 
woman wanted to hold in Taos. 
After Elaine declined the re-
quest to help them “celebrate” 
the event, the two women found 
someone else to photograph 
their ceremony.

New Mexico law does not rec-
ognize either marriage or civil 
unions between persons of the 
same sex.

Elaine Huguenin declined 
because her and her husband’s 
Christian beliefs are in confl ict 
with the message communi-
cated by the ceremony. Willock 
fi led a complaint with the New 

Mexico Human Rights Commis-
sion, accusing Elane Photogra-
phy of discrimination based on 
sexual orientation.

The commission held a one-
day trial and then issued an or-
der in April 2008 fi nding that 
Elane Photography engaged in 
“sexual orientation” discrimina-
tion prohibited under state law, 
ordering it to pay $6,637.94 in 
attorneys’ fees to Willock.

The Appeals Court noted in 
its 45-page ruling that the pho-
tography company is a “public 
accommodation” and therefore 
cannot discriminate under the 
state “sexual orientation” law.

“The owners of Elane Photog-
raphy must accept the reason-
able regulations and restrictions 
imposed upon the conduct of 
their commercial enterprise 
despite their personal religious 
beliefs that may confl ict with 
these governmental interests,” 
the judges wrote.

“Services, facilities and ac-
commodations are available to 
the general public through a va-
riety of resources. Elane Photog-
raphy takes advantage of these 
available resources to market 
to the public at large and invite 
them to solicit services offered 
by its photography business,” 
continued the judges.

The “Ku Klux Kan is not a pro-
tected class,” wrote the judges. 
“Sexual orientation, however is 
protected.”

Elaine Huguenin, with her husband, 
Jon Huguenin, co-own Elane 
Photography in Albuquerque. They are 
facing a $7,000 fi ne for refusing to 
photograph a same-sex ceremony.
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MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for San Diego Coun ty not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fel low ships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Mo tor cy cle 
Min is tries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Sup-
 port groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, 
Grand par ent ing, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Ex cel lent Way, 
and many more), Sem i nars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

STEPHEN CHAN, DMD

www.stephenchandmd.com

619-464-2801

Oral Cancer Screening

it could save your life!Most Insurances 
Accepted

Dental Services:

Smilehaven Dental Center

THRU SEP 23
‘See How They Run.’ Tue-Thu 7:30pm; 
Fri 8pm; Sat 4pm & 8pm; Sun 2pm, 
Lamb’s Players Theatre, 1142 Orange 
Ave., Coronado • lambsplayers.org, 
(619) 437-6000

AUG 25 • SATURDAY
13th Annual “Classic Car Show.” 9am-
2pm, Faith Chapel, 9400 Campo Rd., 
Spring Valley, free • (619) 660-9834, 
christianrodsandcustomsd.com

Women’s Friendship Luncheon. 10am-
2pm, Town & Country Hotel “Trellises 
Garden Grille,” 500 Hotel Circle N, San 
Diego, $25 • conta.cc/JwTQjo, (619) 
420-1589

-AUG 25-26 • SAT-SUN
OC Harvest Crusade with Greg Laurie, 
Third Day, David Crowder, Gungor, Jer-
emy Camp & MercyMe. Sat 6pm & Sun 
4pm, Angel Stadium, Anaheim, free • 
harvestcrusades.org

AUG 26 • SUNDAY
38th Pastoral Anniversary of Dr. Pastor 
Thomas E. Hammonds. 4pm, Friendly 
Church of God in Christ, 1836 Dixie St., 
Oceanside • friendlycogic.com

Messianic Concert. 6pm, 5714 El Cajon 
Blvd., San Diego • luz.world-evangelism.
org, (858) 366-2088

Bill Butterworth, Summer Bible Confer-
ence. 6pm, Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El 
Cajon, free • (619) 440-1802, shadow-
mountain.org

AUG 27 • MONDAY
Jeremy Camp, in concert. 6:30pm, House 
of Blues San Diego, 1055 5th Ave., San 
Diego, $21.50-31.50 • transparentpro-
ductions.com

SEP 1 • SATURDAY
Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages 
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History 
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., San-
tee • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

SEP 2 • SUNDAY
Free Clothing Swap, 12:30-3:30pm, 
Tri-City Church, 302 N. Emerald Dr., 
Vista. (clothing donations accepted on 
Aug. 31 and Sep. 1) • (858) 531-1746, 
drecord70@yahoo.com

SEP 5 • WEDNESDAY
Covenant Kids Congo, with Reesheda 
Washington. 10:30am & 2:30pm,   Bailey 
Center, Mount Miguel Covenant Village, 
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619) 
479-4790

Awana, begins, Kindergarten thru high 
school. 6:15pm, Mapleview Baptist 
Church, 13176 Mapleview St., Lakeside 
• (619) 443-6567

My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive panel 
of Christian therapists moderated by Dr. 
Don Welch on “Financial Success in Mar-
riage & Family” with Jerry Troyer presenting, 
John E. Richardson, Jr. & Dennis Estill. 
6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 Campo 
Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

S  EP 6 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 2191 S 
El Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, 
free • fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

SEP 7-8 • FRI-SAT
Promise Keepers 2012 National Men’s 
Conference, “Called Out!” Viejas Arena 
at San Diego State University. Featur-
ing Miles McPherson, Tony Evans, 
Sam Rodriguez, Brad Stine, Raleigh 
Washington, Greg Stier and more. Use 
code 0912-CENW for $20 discount • 
1-866-776-6473, promisekeepers.org 

SEP 8 • SATURDAY
Community Safety & Health Fair. 11am-
4pm, Santee Christian Church, 8410 Fanita 
Dr., Santee, free •  (619) 825-5068

San Diego Women’s Connection. 
11:30am-1:30pm, Best Western Seven 
Seas, 411 Hotel Circle S, San Diego, 
$22 • (619) 670-3833, (619) 276-6972

Steven Curtis Chapman, in concert, 
6:30pm, Skyline Church, Hwy 94 @ Jama-
cha Blvd., Rancho San Diego. Ticketed • 
iTickets.com, 1-800-965-9324

SEP 8-9 • SAT-SUN
First Baptist Church of Oceanside’s 
125th Anniversary. First Baptist Church, 
Grace St. & Maxson St., Oceanside • 
(760) 433-8233 

LA Harvest Crusade with Greg Laurie, 
Newsboys, Jeremy Camp, David Crowder, 
The Katinas, Steven Curtis Chapman 
& Phil Wickham. Sat 6pm & Sun 4pm, 
Dodger Stadium, Los Angeles, free • 
harvestcrusades.org

SEP 9 • SUNDAY
iPledge Sunday, A Call to Faith, Fam-
ily and Freedom, national webinar in 
churches nationwide, 6pm, featuring Rick 
Santorum and Bishop Harry Jackson. By 
Family Research Council and American 
Family Association • ipledgesunday.org

Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem & 
Classes. 6pm, 5714 El Cajon Blvd., 
San Diego • luz.world-evangelism.org, 
(858) 366-2088

SEP 10 • MONDAY
El Cajon Aglow, with Billie Alexander. 
6:30pm, First Lutheran Church, Tedrahan 
Hall, 867 S Lincoln, El Cajon • (619) 
440-2508

SEP 12-14 • WED-FRI
Yvonne DeVaughn, Advocates for Victims 
of Abuse. Wed 10:30am & 2:30pm; 
Thu 10am & 2:30pm, Fri 10am, Bailey 
Center, Mount Miguel Covenant Village, 
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619) 
479-4790

SEP 14-15 • FRI-SAT 
Women of Faith, Celebrate What Matters. 
Fri 7-10pm & Sat 9am-5pm, Honda Cen-
ter, Anaheim, $89-109 • womenoffaith.
com, 1-888-49-FAITH

SEP 15 • SATURDAY
Science & Faith: Friends or Foes? with 
Dr. Jay Richards, Dr. John West, Casey 
Luskin & Dr. Ray Bohlin. The Rock 
Church, San Diego • facebook.com/
rockapologetics

SEP 16 • SUNDAY
Kutless, The Believe Tour, with Fire-
fl ight, The Rhett Walker Band & Hyland. 
Immanuel Baptist, 28355 Base Line, 
Highland • transparentproductions.com

SE  P 16-19 • SUN-WED
33rd Annual Global Conference for 
Christian Business Leaders, with Ken 
Blanchard, Pat Gelsinger, Luis Palau & 
John Townsend. Ritz-Carlton, Marina del 
Rey • fcci.org

SEP 17 • MONDAY
San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s 
Club luncheon. 11:30am, Lake San 
Marco Country Club, 1750 San Pablo 
Dr., San Marcos, $17 • (760) 591-0155, 
(760) 744-0957

SEP 19 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connec-
tion. 11:30am-1pm, Chula Vista Golf 
Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita Rd., 
Bonita, $15 • (619) 422-1628

SEP 20 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Brian Jones. 
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 
222-3688

Th  e King’s Men, with Israel Houghton, 
Donnie McClurkin, Marvin Sapp & Kirk 
Franklin. 7:45pm, Gibson Amphitheatre, 
Universal City • livenation.com

SEP 21-22 • FRI-SAT
“Revive Me” Conference with Kay Arthur 
& Sherri Youngward. Calvary Chapel 
Vista, 885 E Vista Way, Vista, $40 • 
mhill@wmconnection.org

SEP 22 • SATURDAY
Museum Day, and grand opening of 
Tabernacle & Age of the Earth Cave. Cre-
ation & Earth History Museum, 10946 
Woodside Ave. N., Santee • creationsd.
org, (619) 599-1104

Marriage Communication Event, ‘The 
Language of Love’. 6:30-8:30pm, The 
Church at Rancho Bernardo, 11740 
Bernardo Plaza Court, San Diego, $10/
couple • thechurchatrb.org

SEP 26-28 • WED-THU
Spiritual Emphasis Week, with Dale 
Rhoton. Wed 10:30am & 6pm; Thu-Fri 
10am & 6pm, Bailey Center, Mount 
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton 
St., Spring Valley • (619) 479-4790

SEP 28-30 • FRI-SUN
“The Truth War” apologetics confer-
ence with Josh McDowell, Tim LaHaye, 
Ed Hindson, Kent Sparks, Joe Holden. 
Abundant Living Family Church, 10900 
Civic Center Dr., Rancho Cucamonga, free 
• (909) 987-7110, abundantfamily.org

SEP 29 • SATURDAY
Museum Day 2012 & Grand Opening of 
Tabernacle & Age of the Earth Exhibits, 
with guest speakers Darek Isaacs & Ray 
Comfort. 9am-6pm, Creation & Earth Mu-
seum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N, Santee, 
free • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

The “Good News Singers,” in concert. 
5pm, City View Church, 8404 Phyllis Pl., 
San Diego • (858) 550-0993 

SEP 29-30 • SAT-SUN
Sleepless San Diego. Sat 4:30pm-Sun 
7am, Liberty Station, Point Loma. Pre-
sented by the San Diego Rescue Mission 
• sleeplesssandiego.org

SEP 30 • SUNDAY
Messianic Concert. 6pm, 5714 El Cajon 
Blvd., San Diego • luz.world-evangelism.
org, (858) 366-2088

OCT 2 • TUESDAY
Network of Evangelical Women in Ministry 
meeting, San Diego Chapter. 7pm, Trin-
ity Church, Spring Valley, free • (619) 
749-3114

OCT 3 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive 
panel of Christian therapists moder-
ated by Dr. Don Welch on “Managing 
that Troublesome Family Member” with 
Dennis Estill presenting, Debbie Wag-
ner. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

OCT 4 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 2191 S 
El Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, 
free • fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

OCT 4-6 • THU-SAT
Arising! 2012 Aglow International US 
National Conference. Ontario Conven-
tion Center, Ontario • 1-800-755-2456, 
aglow.org

OCT 6 • SATURDAY
Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages 
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History 
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., San-
tee • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

Advocates for Faith & Freedom Justice 
2012 Annual Fundraising Gala, with 
keynote speaker Dinesh D’Souza, 5pm, 
Hilton Orange County, Costa Mesa. Silent 
and Live Auctions • www.faith-freedom.
com, 1-888-588-6888

OCT   9-10 • TUE-WED
2012 Resurgence Conference, with 
Rick Warren, Greg Laurie, Lecrea, Nick 
Vujicic, Miles McPherson, James Mac-
Donald, Craig Groeschel & Mark Driscoll. 
9am-5pm, Mariner’s Church, Irvine • 
theresurgence.com/conference

OCT   9-11 • TUE-THU
The National Worship Leadership Confer-
ence, with Jeremy Begbie, David Nasser, 
Leonard Sweet Scotty Smith & more. Em-
manuel Faith Community Church, 639 E 
Felicita Ave., Escondido • worshipleader.
com/nwlcca

OCT 11 • THURSDAY
The East County Pregnancy Care Clinic, 
2012 Fall Fundraising Banquet, with 
Lynn Vincent. El Cajon • (619) 442-4357

An Evening with C.S. Lewis, dramatically 
portrayed by David Payne. 7pm, Horizon 
Christian Fellowship, 6365 El Apajo Rd., 
Rancho Santa Fe. Presented by K-Praise, 
KPRZ • kprz.com

OCT 12 • FRIDAY
The Angels Foster Family Network pres-
ents: “An Evening with the Angels,” 
fundraising reception & silent auction, 
with Antwone Fisher. Hyatt Aventine, La 
Jolla • angelsfoster.org

OCT 12-13 • FRI-SAT
Living Proof Live, with Beth Moore & 
Travis Cottrell. Long Beach Convention & 
Entertainment Center, Long Beach, $65 
• 1-800-254-2022, lproof.org

OCT 13 • SATURDAY
5th annual Faith & Work Life Conference, 
Concordia University, Irvine • www.
faithandworklife.org, (714) 272-7865

The Planting Hope Gala, fundraising 
banquet for Plant With Purpose. 6pm, 
Paradise Point Resort, San Diego • 
plantwithpurpose.org

OCT 14 • SUNDAY
Birthline of San Diego’s Annual Walk for 
Life. 1-4pm, De Anza Cove, Mission Bay 
Park • birthlineofsandiego.org

OCT 19 • FRIDAY
Fall Writers’ Conference, with Barbara 
Nicolosi & Kim Bangs. 7-9pm, Maranatha 
Chapel, Rancho Bernardo, $195. Hosted 
by San Diego Christian Writers Guild • 
(760) 294-3269

OCT 19-20 • FRI-SAT
Cherish Women’s Conference, with Lisa 
Bevere, Sharon Kelly & Pastor Leanne. 
Hosted by C3 Church San Diego • 
c3sandiego.com, (760) 804-8524

OCT 25 • THURSDAY
Pastors Appreciation Luncheon, with Tim 
LaHaye. 11:0am-2:30pm, Four Points 
Sheraton, 8110 Aero Dr., San Diego, 
free • (858) 535-1210, kprz.com

SEP 20 • THURSDAY (cont.)
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Del Rey Cavaliers

Del Rey Schools
Now enrolling Grades K-12

Del Rey’s programs & services aid parents
in training their children…

Supporting your vision for your child’s development

 Elementary School: California History and Science
 Middle School: California History and Science
 Junior High School: Literature with Writing and 

California  History
 High School: American Literature with Writing. 

Health and Economics.
  Open to all home schoolers at approx. $30/month

DIRECTORS
Mariellen True — Master’s Degree Education, UMKC. Taught 

professionally 12 yrs., as a home educator 17 yrs

Randi Flynn — Bachelor’s Degree Education, Simpson College. 
Taught as a home educator 20+ yrs.

Del Rey Schools does not discriminate based on race, ethnicity, religion, or gender.

A home education co-op  
creating a caring community of parents  

facilitating the accomplishments of individual families.
We promote home education, not schooling at home.

National Worship Leader 
Conference comes to 
Emmanuel Faith

SAN DIEGO — Emmanuel Faith 
Community Church will host the 
National Worship Leader Confer-
ence Oct. 9 to 11.

The annual conference is spon-
sored by Worship Leader magazine 
and is known as one of the premier 
training conferences in the coun-
try. The event will include three 
general sessions, three nights of 
worship, 70 workshops and access 
to more than 40 worship-related ex-
hibitors workshops. 

Programming is designed for 
worship teams of all sizes, styles and 
liturgical traditions.

Worship leaders for the event 
will be Kari Jobe, William McDow-
ell, Lincoln Brewster, Christine 
D’Clario, The Neverclaim, Tommy 
Walker, Brenton Brown, One Sonic 
Society, Cantos de Alabanza, Eleva-
tion Worship, Free Chapel and Tra-
vis Ryan. 

Speakers for the conference are 
Jeremy Begbie, David Nasser, Scotty 
Smith and Leonard Sweet.

The registration fees vary from 
$190 for students to $385 for indi-
viduals. A limited number of partial 
scholarships, dispersed by a fi nan-
cial board, are available.

The church is located at 639 E. 
Felicita Ave.

For more information, visit www.
worshipleader.com/nwlcca or call 
(949) 240-9339, ext. 218.

Santee Christian 
sponsors safety fair

SANTEE — Santee Christian 
Church will host a Community 
Safety and Health Fair from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Sept. 8. 

The free event is open to all ages 
and will include presentations on 
the proper use of fi re extinguish-
ers, fi re prevention tips and CPR 
demonstrations. In addition to 
presentations by the Santee Fire 
Department, the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment will discuss safety and crime 
prevention. 

At 2 p.m. the U.S. Karate Acad-
emy will offer self-defense demon-
strations. Other organizations such 
as Neighborhood Care, The Ameri-
can Red Cross and First Five will 
also be represented. 

The event, which also includes a 
free lunch, a bounce house and a 
bake sale, is being organized by Jes-
sica Imhoff as her senior project at 
Helix High School.

The church is located at 8410 
Fanita Drive. 

For more information, visit www.
santeecc.org or call (619) 448-5591.

Ministry provides 
facelift for area schools

SAN DIEGO — Nearly 1,400 vol-
unteers with the Urban Youth Col-
laborative turned out Aug. 18 and 
19 to beautify 35 in-need schools 
throughout San Diego County. 
It was the ministry’s third annual 
School Beautifi cation Day.

At West Hills High School in 
Santee, contractors removed a 
15,000-pound rock. At Millennial 
Tech, teams painted benches. The 
volunteer crews included members 
of the U.S. Navy. 

Additional teams were mobiliz-
ing to do even more volunteer 
work on Aug. 25, said Nate Landis, 
founder of the collaborative. 

Urban Youth Collaborative is a 
ministry that supports on-campus 

A young volunteer for Urban Youth Collaborative paints a wall at Gompers Prep 
Academy as part of the ministry’s third annual School Beautifi cation Day.

clubs at county middle and high 
schools. To see a complete list of 
the schools and projects, visit www.
schoolbeautifi cationday.org. 

Walk for Life 
in De Anza Cove

SAN DIEGO — Birthline of San 
Diego County will hold its annual 
Walk for Life event from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Oct. 14 at De Anza Cove in Mission 
Bay Park.

The two-mile walk is the major 
fundraiser for Birthline, which has 
centers in Clairemont and Chula 
Vista. Participants are encouraged 
to seek sponsors for each mile 
walked.

For more information, call www.
birthlineofsandiego.org.

October Gala to benefi t 
Plant With Purpose

SAN DIEGO — The Planting 
Hope Gala, a fundraising banquet 
for Plant With Purpose, will be held 
6 p.m. Oct. 13 at Paradise Point Re-
sort.

The evening will include updates 
from the ministry fi eld, a live auction 
and Fund-A-Need with Auctioneer 
Mike Hogan. A Silent Auction includ-
ing country crafts and other “great 
steals” is also on the agenda. Proceeds 
from the event will be used to empower 
the rural poor to improve their lives 
and land.

Donations for the auction are 
now being accepted. Of particular 
need are the Apple iPad, dining 
certifi cates, getaways, entertain-
ment and airline miles. 

Plant With Purpose is an interna-

tional, environmental organization 
that, for the past 25 years, has pro-
vided lasting solutions by planting 
trees, implementing sustainable 
agriculture programs, creating eco-
nomic opportunity through micro-
enterprise and encouraging spiri-
tual renewal. 

To donate, contact Becky Rosaler 
at becky@plantwithpurpose.org.

For more information or to 
register for the event, visit www.
plantwithpurpose.org.

Oceanside First Baptist 
celebrates 125 years

OCEANSIDE — First Baptist 
Church of Oceanside will hold a 
two-day celebration commemorat-
ing its 125th anniversary on Sept. 
8 and 9. 

Saturday’s events begin at 10 a.m. 
with a parking lot carnival. That 
evening includes a music reception 
at 6:30 p.m. The Sunday services in-
clude video tributes. The weekend 
culminates with a 12:15 p.m. pot-
luck luncheon.

First Baptist, which is believed 

First Baptist Church of Oceanside will celebrate its 125th anniversary on Sept. 8 
and 9. 

Lincoln Brewster, pictured on the cover 
of his “Real Life” album is among the 
musicians slated to appear at the 
National Worship Leader Conference 
Oct. 9 to 11 at Emmanuel Faith 
Community Church.

to have been the fi rst Protestant 
church in Oceanside, began with 
nine people meeting in at The Bun-
ker House near the beach. At that 
time, the Cleveland Street home 
was owned by T.C. Bunker and later 
became Traveler’s Hotel.

The congregation later moved 
to a small schoolhouse, which was 
the fi rst campus in Oceanside lo-
cated on what is now Coast High-
way. Established on Oct. 8, 1887, 
the church’s fi rst building was built 
in 1888 on the corner of Fourth 
and Freeman streets. In 1906 the 
building was moved to Fourth and 
Hill streets and in 1945 returned to 
Fourth and Freeman, which is now 
Civic Center Drive, after Hill Street 
became Highway 101. 

First Baptist moved to its pres-
ent location at Grace and Maxson 
streets in 1957. 

For more information, call (760) 
433-8233.

Best-selling author to 
keynote ECPCC banquet

EL CAJON — The East County 
Pregnancy Care Clinic will host its 
2012 Fall Fundraising Banquet Oct. 
11.

The keynote speaker will be best-
selling author Lynn Vincent. Vin-
cent, a resident of San Diego, is the 
author of “Heaven is For Real” and 
“Same Kind of Different As Me.” 
Radio talk show host Mark Larson, 
from KCBQ and KPRZ, will be the 
emcee.

Also featured at the semi-formal 
banquet will be ministry Executive 
Director Josh McClure, who will 
update the outreaches of the clinic.

Organizers describe the event as 
a time of information, inspiration 
and motivation. 

For more information, call (619) 
442-4357.

For more Information to bring this seminar to your church or school 
in San Diego County, call Bruce Fox at (619) 442-2993

In only a few memorable hours, 
understand, like never before, 4,000 
years of life-changing Godly wisdom.
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By Lori Arnold

TEMECULA — Jesus may have 
turned water into wine, but if River-
side County planners and local vint-
ners have their say, churches would 
continue to be banned in Temecula 
Wine Country.

A hearing of the Riverside Coun-
ty Planning Commission was sched-
uled Aug. 22 to discuss the zoning 
proposal. The ban was implement-
ed in 1999 after the zone’s only 
church, Calvary Chapel Bible Fel-
lowship, was granted permits to op-
erate in a former dilapidated barn 
along Rancho California Road. 

The permit was awarded after 
heated debate, prompting objec-
tions from owners of several local 
vineyards. Although grandfathered 
into the wine country plan, “The 
Barn,” as the church is called, dis-
covered that the zoning ordinance 
prohibited it from expanding.

According to Advocates for Faith 
and Freedom, which represents the 
church, more than 3,200 letters of 
support for churches have been 
submitted to the county in advance 
of the hearing.

“Although religious liberty is of-
ten exercised in the form of free 
speech, as in the incident surround-
ing Chick-fi l-A, it is more often ex-
ercised in the form of believers as-
sembling together for the common 
purpose of worshipping God, hold-
ing church services and educating 
the youth,” said Robert Tyler, chief 
counsel for Advocates for Faith and 
Freedom. 

In addition to potentially stall-
ing the congregation’s expansion 
plans, the county is also in the 
process of considering expanding 
the wine country zoning area from 

Churches rally for right to build in Temecula wine country 
7,000 acres to nearly 19,000 acres, 
meaning a wide swath of the roll-
ing hillside area east of Temecula 
would be off limits to churches.

The debate over the issue sur-
faced after the church discovered 
the ban prohibited its plans to 
get a permit to expand its private 
K-8 school on an adjacent parcel. 
Robert Tyler, chief counsel for the 
Murrieta-based law fi rm, said the 
church is prepared to fi le a federal 
lawsuit if it is denied the permit.

In addition, Temecula church 
leaders and members are asking 
the county to drop the church ban 
outright to allow houses of worship 
and private schools be designated 
as permitted uses.

Tyler said the church’s pastor, Clark 
Van Wick, met with a few vintners in an 
attempt to explain their vision for the 
parcel, but was told, “We don’t want 
your kind out here.”  

Ray Falkner, who with his wife 
Loretta launched Falkner Winery 
in 2000, said he has no objection to 
the church operating on its existing 
land, which is near his winery. He 
does have concerns, however, with 
the church’s plan to purchase an 
adjacent 20-plus acre parcel to con-
struct the school and a sanctuary.

The opposition to the congrega-
tion’s expansion, and the broader 
attempts to ease zoning for churches 
has nothing to do with religious dis-
crimination, Falkner said, adding that 
he is a practicing Christian. He said 
the Temecula Valley Winegrowers As-
sociation is merely trying to protect a 
“whole economic district, agricultural 
land that was established by the county 
for the sole purpose to grow grapes and 
produce wine.”

“Once the county starts taking 
steps to say, ‘Oh, well let’s start mak-

ing some exceptions to that, let’s 
bend the rules a little bit,’ the end 
result is that you open the door for 
a large number of non-agricultur-
ally oriented businesses to take the 
scarce land that we have. It reduces 
the viability of, I think, the entire 
wine country that exists.”

One of the factors that could 
come into play is the federal Reli-
gious Land Use and Institutional-
ized Persons Act. Signed into law by 

President Bill Clinton, the act pro-
tects houses of worship from unrea-
sonable zoning ordinances, except 
in cases of health and safety. 

Tyler said that hundreds of area 
Christians and church members 
are expected to attend the plan-
ning commission hearing. As a sign 
of thanks, the church will serve 
Chick-fi l-A to all those who attend 
during the lunchtime break.

“We must defend the right to as-

semble against discriminatory zon-
ing laws and land use regulations or 
else governmental offi cials will be 
able to zone out Christians when-
ever it is politically expedient.”

For more information on the issue 
from the church’s perspective, visit 
www.winecountryfreedom.com. For 
more information on Advocates for 
Faith and Freedom, visit www.faith-
freedom.org.

In 1996, a Temecula home Bible study grew into a church, which began meeting in a barn on Rancho California Road in the 
wine country. Calvary Chapel Bible Fellowship, known as “The Barn,” now wants to expand and is fi nding resistance from 
the wineries and the Riverside County planning commission.
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Come join our team!
Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a 
few miles east of San Diego, Calif. Our community consists of eleven residential 
apartment buildings, a 48-unit assisted living facility and our skilled nursing center. 
Our 28 acre park-like setting has been applauded for its beauty and is enjoyed by 
residents and employees alike. We are an accredited continuing care retirement 
community, and are part of Covenant Retirement Communities (CRC), a not-for-
profit corporation, dedicated to the service of others. 

Employment Opportunities
 We are currently seeking  energetic professionals with great communication 
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our mission-
oriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply. 
    To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please 
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring 
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.

■ Server (PT)

■ Caregiver (Per Diem)

■ Painter (FT)

■ Occupational Therapist

■ Speech Therapist 
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Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.

Dependable Caregivers
Assisted Living At Home
Family owned since 2002

“Call today for help today”
619-421-1022

www.dependablecaregiver.com

SERVICES
We are your voice 

in the courts.
Advocates for Faith and Freedom 
protects our religious liberty in 
the courts. 

We represent individuals, 
churches, organizations, and 
businesses whose civil liberties 
have come under attack—and 
these cases are increasing 
dramatically.

24910 Las Brisas Road, Suite 110
Murrieta, CA 92562

1-888-588-6888
www.faith-freedom.com

Your prayers and tax-deductible 
contributions are important to us.

ACCOUNTING
  Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on 
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much 
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn 
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

BOOKS
  Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760) 
598-8968. Nondenominational.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES                    
  Sales reps needed to market the ultimate child 
protection services to parents. Earn big commis-
sions from home, (949) 388-1991.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

    High School math tutor available grades 7-12 all 
areas (619) 708-6425.

  ToastmastersSanDiego.com gently teaches over-
coming fear of public speaking, Mondays. 

SHARON JAHR 619.917.9157
trevobuilder.com/SoCal

THE POWER OF WELLNESS

HEALTH & WELLNESS

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, serving 
DD population in East County, seeking reliable, 
dedicated individuals to fi ll the following full time 
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for 
exceptional work. Residential program: Program 
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportuni-
ties available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour. 
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program: 
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone 
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email 
resume to pfi career@yahoo.com.  

  Shadow Mountain Ministries is looking for a Web 
Developer with at least two years of experience with 
.Net websites. Fax (619) 590-1714 or email resume 
to jerry.harder@shadowmountain.org.

Need extra income? Work PT with fl exible hours 
doing offi ce cleaning. Competitive hourly pay. Areas: 
El Cajon. Call: (619) 659-9797.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Nice 1 Bedroom house in La Mesa. Large kitchen, 
living/dining, sun deck, bath with W/D. Quiet-safe. 
Great for working woman or older couple. $1,000/
month, includes gas & electric, water, trash, yard. 
(619) 465-0591.

El Cajon, 3 bedroom, 2 bath house. 2-car garage, 
AC, cathedral ceiling, build-in appliances, granite 
countertops, carpet, verticals, entry, ceiling fans, 
laundry hookups, large fenced yard, quiet. $1,888, 
(619) 669-0770.

   HOUSING RENT TO OWN
Want a “rent to own” new condo in Downtown Mis-
sion Hills, Hillcrest. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 garages. 
(619) 260-1062

MINISTRIES
When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry 
to families needing help coping with homosexual-
ity. Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month, 
7-9pm. Fireside Room, Education Building, City 
View Church, 8404 Phyllis Place. (619) 426-9300.

Same sex attracted? Or have a loved one who is? 
Join us each Thursday 7pm, Skyline Church, La 
Mesa, Campo Road. Safe, confi dential, supportive. 
Tedd (619) 250-7488, All welcome. 

MINISTRY SERVICES
Retired conservative pastor would like to serve 
your church as your intern pastor. Good teacher 
and communicator. Available for San Diego and 
Imperial County.  Dr. Don Blackburn (619) 933-1967.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitarist 
Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students. All 
levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690. 

ROOFING
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover, 
repair. Dennis Cook Roofi ng. Lic. # 545185. Call 
(619) 443-1300.

Dils Roofi ng & Repairs. Free estimates. License 
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

ROOMS FOR RENT      
    Room in Golden Hills condo. Great view! Under-
ground parking. $690/month, utilities included. 
Joyce (619) 578-2457, jemacneil77@yahoo.com.

Vista: Female Roommate to share large, quiet 
home. Large bedroom, private bathroom, basic 
utilities included. Private entrance, kitchen and 
laundry privileges, pool. Must be non-smoking and 
neat. $575 per month, plus $575 deposit. Call 
Karen at work: (760) 727-6139.

Room for rent, San Diego, share apartment in quiet 
complex, $500 includes everything. (619) 840-4898.

Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Honest 
work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before 
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

TRAVEL
Lowest Possible Fares on airline tickets. Deal with 
a Christian Travel Agency. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for fami-
lies, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.

WANTED TO RENT
Secure garage for my car. Near Highway 15 & 
Friars Rd. Next to the Qualcomm Stadium. Call 
(619) 260-1062.
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