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Community
Dobson to tape video 
series at Skyline Church
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Cal Thomas
For government: 
No limits 

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Glenn McKin-
ney spent his Friday the same way 
he had the entire academic year, 
sharing with his middle school 
Bible club students about the 
promise of eternal life found only 
through a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ.

“I was talking to the kids. I was 
just telling them how important 

it is to be thankful for life, that 
the death angel has no respect of 
age,” McKinney, youth pastor at 
St. Stephen’s Cathedral Church 
of God in Christ, said. “Not to 
scare them, but to give them the 
reality that life is not promised 
to us. At the funeral home or the 
graveyard there are caskets that 
are small and medium sized.”

That weekend, the Millennial 
Tech Middle School students 

learned a hard reality about the 
fi ckleness of this life when one of 
their classmates, Richard “Richy” 
Carrillo, was shot and killed as the 
14-year-old sat with friends on the 
tailgate of a truck in Mount Hope.

Several weeks earlier, Nate Landis, 
founder of Urban Youth Collab-
orative, a para-church ministry that 
matches churches with middle and 

Deadly Streets
Recent teen killings shed light on 
need for expanded campus ministries 

Mourners gather at the gravesite of 14-year-old Richy Carrillo, who was shot and killed while sitting with friends on the 
tailgate of a truck in Mount Hope. It was the second teen murder in which offi cials from the Urban Youth Collaborative 
were called in by school administrators to help students process their grief.

Christian Examiner staff report 

LANSDOWNE, Va. — One of 
America’s most dynamic Christian 
leaders and orators has passed away. 
Charles “Chuck” Colson, the founder 
of Prison Fellowship Ministries and 
once a prison inmate himself, died 
April 21 in a Washington, D.C. area 
hospital. He was 80 years old. 

“Though his monumental voice 
may be stilled, his message will 
live on in the thousands of bibli-
cal worldview thinkers whom he 
so skillfully attracted, inspired, and 
motivated,” said Terry White, a for-
mer Vice President of Communica-
tions with Prison Fellowship.

Colson was hospitalized March 
30 after his speech became slurred 
during a Wilberforce Weekend 
conference in Northern Virginia. 
Doctors performed surgery, remov-
ing a pool of clotted blood from the 
surface of his brain.

Although his health seemed to 
be improving in the days following, 
a statement released April 18 from 
Jim Liske, CEO of Prison Fellow-

Chuck Colson, founder 
of Prison Fellowship, 
dies at the age of 80
America loses one of its most 
infl uential Christian leaders

Chuck Colson’s miraculous conversion 
and personal experience behind bars 
led the once-feared Nixon ‘hatchet 
man’ to commit the rest of his life to 
bringing compassion and the love of 
Jesus Christ to those in prison.

By Lori Arnold

DEL MAR — Spirit West Coast, 
looking toward the future with its 
May 25 to 27 festival after last year’s 
hiatus, is stepping back into the 
past to create a special treat for its 
guests with a reunion appearance 
of Peter Furler and Phil Joel.

“If that’s not worth coming to 
see, I don’t know what is,” Spirit 
West Coast promoters posted on 
the festival’s Facebook page.

Furler, former front-man for the 
Newsboys, will return to Spirit West 

Former Newsboys 
bandmates part 
of strong festival 
lineup at Del Mar

Furler, Joel team up for Spirit West Coast

PHOTO BY BRITTANY KEENER

Peter Furler appears here at Spirit West Coast in 2007 with Newsboys. He 
returns as a solo act this year, and he will also team up on stage with Phil Joel.

By Lori Arnold

SACRAMENTO — Three of 
California’s religious freedom legal 
organizations are teaming up with 
the national Alliance Defense Fund 
in launching an initiative drive to 
block SB 48, the new state law that 
mandates the teaching of homo-
sexual curriculum to children as 
young as kindergarten.

The drive to get the initiative—
The Children Learning Accurate 
Social Science Act—on the ballot 
is already under way and spon-
sors have until July 11 to collect 
the needed 700,000 signatures to 
qualify. 

The CLASS Act drive is the sec-
ond one launched since the bill was 
signed into law last year by Gov. Jer-
ry Brown. The fi rst campaign, Stop 
SB 48, was circulated last fall, but 
fell just short of garnering enough 
signatures to qualify for the ballot.

In addition to the Alliance De-
fense Fund, the CLASS Act is also 
sponsored by Advocates for Faith 

New initiative effort 
under way to block 
SB 48 curriculum law

& Freedom, the Western Center 
for Law & Policy and the Pacifi c 
Justice Institute. The three groups 
have been major players in defense 
of traditional values, including sup-
port of Proposition 8.

As with same-sex marriage, the 
pro-family groups said the new state 
law forces families to subject their 
children to lifestyles and beliefs 
contrary to their family and biblical 
values.

In a joint statement from all 
four groups, the attorneys said the 
CLASS Act “advocates an accurate 

The CLASS Act petition drive seeks 
700,000 valid signatures by July 11.

ship Ministries, said Colson’s health 
had seriously degraded and he was 
not expected to survive.

See SPIRIT WEST COAST, page 12See STOP SB 48, page 6

See COLSON, page 2

See TEEN KILLINGS, page 8

Ministry
Tackling recidivism at 
Las Colinas women’s jail
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An attorney, Colson served as 
Special Counsel for President 
Richard Nixon from 1969 to 
1973. He was often referred to as 
the “hatchet man” for his ability 
to disparage others and to cover 
up illegal White House activities. 

Colson resigned from the Nixon 
Administration in 1973 and soon 
thereafter converted to Christianity 
after being invited to the home of 
Tom Phillips, then the president of 
the Raytheon Company. 

Colson referred to the night he 
accepted Christ in an editorial he 
wrote 35 years later, Refl ections on 
My Conversion. 

“I left (Phillips’) house that 
night shaken by the words he 
had read from C. S. Lewis’s Mere 
Christianity about pride.,” recalled 
Colson. “It felt as if Lewis were 
writing about me, former Marine 
captain, Special Counsel to the 
President of the United States, 
now in the midst of the Watergate 
scandal,” he wrote. 

Colson said that from that day 
on he never looked back. “That’s 
because, for the last 35 years—
whether in pain, suffering, joy, or 
jubilation, it makes no difference—
I have known there was a purpose. I 
have known that I belong to Christ 
and that I am here on earth to ad-
vance His kingdom.” 

When Colson’s conversion 
spread to the media, The Boston 
Globe reported, “If Mr. Colson can 
repent of his sins, there just has to 
be hope for everybody.” 

Guilty plea in Watergate-
related crimes

In 1974, Colson entered a plea 
of guilty to Watergate-related 
charges; although not implicat-
ed in the Watergate burglary, he 
voluntarily pleaded guilty to ob-
struction of justice in the Daniel 
Ellsberg case. He received a one-
to-three-year sentence and served 
seven months at the Maxwell Fed-
eral Prison Camp in Alabama, the 
fi rst of several former Nixon asso-
ciates to go to jail. 

In his offi cial Prison Fellowship 
biography notes, Colson stated that 
he never really left prison. In 1976 
Colson founded Prison Fellowship, 
a prison outreach organization that 
today serves in 113 countries min-
istering to prisoners, ex-prisoners 
and their families.  

Later he founded Justice Fellow-
ship, a public policy organization 
that lobbies for criminal justice 
reform. In 1991 Colson launched 
BreakPoint, a radio ministry heard 
daily on more than 1,000 stations 
with a weekly listening audience es-
timated at 8 million. 

The Christian Examiner has fea-
tured a Colson commentary in ev-
ery issue since August 1988.

Biblical thinker and apologist
Not just a visionary leader of a 

prison ministry, Colson was a bibli-
cal thinker and a staunch apologist 
for authentic Christianity. Through 
his BreakPoint broadcasts, best-sell-
ing books and frequent speaking 
engagements, he was a crusader for 
religious liberty, the right to life, 
and biblical truth—and he fought 
to stem the erosion of Judeo-Chris-
tian values from society. 

In 2009 Colson participated in 
the drafting and became a lead 
signatory of the Manhattan Decla-
ration, a statement on conscience 
and marriage endorsed by Catho-
lic, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox 
and evangelical leaders. Today 
the pronouncement’s online peti-
tion has half-a-million signatures 
and has become a foundational 

COLSON…
Continued from page 1 Piercing the darkness

By Terry White 

In the constellation of light-givers whom God calls to help Him 
dispel the present darkness, some of us are small, twinkling 
lights, doing our best to shed a little illumination in our small 
spheres of infl uence.

Others are brighter lights, granted a larger sphere of infl uence, 
and gifted to use words and infl uence to show others the way to 
Him and how to walk in His way.

And there are a few—a very few—brilliant searchlights whose 
wattage pierces deep into the darkest places, illuminating all 
who are nearby, and drawing even the most severe critics with an 
authentic output whose clarity, brilliance, and internal consistency 
are a marvel to all who hear it.

Chuck Colson was the latter.

statement for groups that sup-
port traditional marriage and re-
ligious liberty. 

In that same year, Colson began 
focusing efforts on developing 
other Christian leaders through 
the Chuck Colson Center for 
Christian Worldview, an online 
research and training center. The 
Colson Center website also hosts 
Colson’s popular weekly “Two-
Minute Warning” video commen-
tary. “Chuck Colson was truly our 
collective voice,” said Jim Garlow, 
pastor of Skyline Church in San 
Diego. “The Catholics have the 
Pope. As evangelicals we used to 
have the strong presence of Billy 
Graham. Colson’s voice was so 
strong. His intellect so exception-
al. His inclusive ways so Christ-
like. I cannot imagine the church 
in America without his presence.” 

“The Chuck we knew was every-
thing they are saying in the trib-
utes,” said White, who worked for 
Prison Fellowship eleven years. 
He was “loyal, funny, genuinely 
interested in you as a person, bril-
liant in his ability to pull together 
history, scripture, and philosophy 
into memorable and actionable in-
sights. 

“For a man whose pride was 
once his downfall, his humility 
was his hallmark characteristic.” 

White recalled the last time he 
saw Colson in person.  

“The ramrod-straight old Ma-
rine was now a little tottery and 
needed a hand getting up on the 
platform,” said White. “But once 
behind the pulpit and micro-
phone, the Lion again roared as 
strongly as ever, pleading for bib-
lical truth and biblical insights to 
be the guiding principles in all 
of life—in media, in politics, in 
medicine, in business, and in in-

terpersonal relationships.” 
Nelson Keener, former Senior 

Vice President of Ministry Enter-
prise at Prison Fellowship, called 
Colson “a strong, brilliant leader 
and visionary.” 

He said that Colson always en-
couraged and cultivated a culture 
of collaboration with and be-
tween management and staff. 

“The employees represented 
such a diverse group of Christian 
traditions that I always viewed 
it as a microcosm of the body of 
Christ—a stimulating place to 
work and do ministry,” recalled 
Keener who, during his eight-year 
tenure at Prison Fellowship, often 
accompanied Colson to meetings 
around the country. 

“Chuck was exceptional in his 
ability to appeal to and challenge 
a broad base of Christian leaders 
world-wide,” said Keener. “I think 
this was due to Chuck’s personal 
and intellectual integrity and 
Prison Fellowship’s profession-
alism and commitment to the 
gospel.” 

Colson received numerous 
awards in his lifetime including 
the prestigious Templeton Prize 
for progress in religion in 1993, 
donating the $1 million prize 
to Prison Fellowship. Colson’s 
other awards have included the 
Presidential Citizen’s Medal, the 
nation’s second-highest civilian 
honor (2008); the Humanitar-
ian Award from Domino’s Pizza 
Corporation (1991); The Other’s 
Award from The Salvation Army 
(1990) and several honorary doc-
torates from various colleges and 
universities (1982-2000). 

Colson is survived by his wife 
of 48 years, Patty; three children, 
Wendell, Christian and Emily; 
and fi ve grandchildren. 

Chuck Colson wrote more than 30 books including such titles as: “Born Again,” 
“Life Sentence,” “Loving God,” “Kingdoms in Confl ict,” “Why America Doesn’t 
Work,” “The Body: Being Light in Darkness,” “Gideon’s Torch,” “Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together: Toward a Common Mission,” “Burden of Truth: Defending the 
Truth in an Age of Unbelief,” “How Now Shall We Live,” “Justice That Restores,” 
and “The Sky Is Not Falling: Living Fearlessly in These Turbulent Times.”
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What does SB 48 do?
SB 48 uses all social science 

curriculum, including history 
books and other instructional 
materials, to teach children as 
young as fi ve not only to ac-
cept but also to endorse trans-
genderism, bisexuality, and 
homosexuality. SB 48 has been 
misrepresented to the public 
and passed as a bill aimed to 
end bullying. SB 48 went into 
effect January 2012. Under SB 
48, public schools will begin 
supplementing current instruc-
tion with pro-transgender, 
bisexual and homosexual ma-
terials before textbooks are re-
vised. If schools do not comply 
with this they are in violation 
of the law.

Our public schools are aca-
demic institutions, not a place 
for politicians to force their radi-

cal agenda on children. SB 48 
does absolutely nothing to re-
duce bullying, improve the state 
of our education system, ensure 
students graduate, or prepare 
them for global competitiveness. 
Instead it diverts precious class-
room time and resources away 
from science, math, reading, and 
writing to promote the political 
agenda of a few.

Fortunately, there is anoth-
er way to get rid of this over-
reaching and inaccurate teach-
ing of history. Sign the petition, 
pass the CLASS Act.

What does the 
CLASS Act do?

The CLASS (Children Learn-
ing Accurate Social Science) 
Act advocates an accurate 
teaching of history. This initia-
tive ensures that people includ-

ed in social science curriculum 
are included for their contribu-
tions to society, not their sexual 
orientation.

This initiative demands that 
no one be left out because of 
their sexual preferences, but 
that their contribution to his-
tory is what we focus on, not 
their sexual preference.

What can you do?
The CLASS Act initiative is 

a NEW attempt to Stop SB 48. 
We must gather 700,000 VALID 
signatures to qualify this ini-
tiative for the ballot. You can 
get involved by signing the 
petition, receiving our email 
updates, donating to Stop SB 
48, volunteering, following us 
on Facebook and letting your 
family and friends know about 
Stop SB 48 and the CLASS Act.

Take Action!
 SIGN A PETITION

 You can download petitions at www.StopSB48.com.

 DISTRIBUTE PETITIONS
 Take a petition to your friends, church or 

workplace and get others to sign it.

 DONATE
 Mail a donation to: Stop SB 48, 660 J Street, 

Suite 250, Sacramento, CA 95814. Or make a 

secure contribution online at www.StopSB48.com.

 SPREAD THE WORD

pass them out.

What you need to know 
about the CLASS Act to 
repeal SB 48:
■ The CLASS Act and Stop SB 48 are 

two different campaigns.

■ The Stop SB 48 campaign of 2011 
failed to gather enough signatures 
to qualify for the ballot.

■ Another attempt to repeal SB 48 has 
begun. The new campaign is titled 
the “CLASS Act” which will repeal 
SB 48.

■ None of the signatures gathered in 
2011 can be used in 2012. You must 
sign a new petition.

■ DEADLINE: All petitions must be 
in our Sacramento offi ce no later 
than July 11, 2012. Extensions will 
not be given.

■ Once the required number of 
signatures are gathered, the 
initiative will be placed on the 2014 
ballot.

Why the CLASS Act Initiative 
is needed to repeal SB 48
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It’s not about what it seems. Dur-
ing a recent trip to Florida I again 
visited the Kennedy Space Center 
and Astronaut Hall of Fame. As 
a self-professed “space geek”—as 
most of us in the Baby Boom are—
I am saddened by the end of the 
shuttle program and the related 
loss of jobs as NASA retools, at-
tempting to fi gure out what to do 
next in its public-private partner-
ships. The agency is also more con-
sumed with “climate change” and 
seemingly anything else, except do-
ing what they have done best. 

But all of that is not what bothers 
me most. There’s much more.

Analyzing the situation, it’s easy 
to assume that what’s on the sur-
face is the key point on the subject. 
You’ve heard the lines: 

We can’t afford it anymore. 
There are so many problems here at 

home.
Why does it all matter anyway? 
The facts are that much of the 

technology we enjoy in our every-
day lives came from space program 
advances, and the U.S. spends less 
than one half cent out of every tax 
dollar on NASA entities. There’s 
more to be done, and leaders in 
other countries know it, so they’re 
content to leave us in the dust.

While there will always be, and 
should be, debates about how our 
elected offi cials spend money, it’s 
important to consider that a mere 
$2 billion annually could have kept 
one of our three Space Shuttle or-
biters fl ying for many years, accom-
plishing new goals and maintain-
ing thousands of jobs. One of the 
vehicles had another 50 to 75 trips 

in it, but it will now be displayed in 
a museum, as will the remaining 
fl eet—a testimony to America’s past 
triumphs.

Meanwhile, there are billions of 
dollars in “unspent TARP money,” 
that “troubled assets” fund that 
we were told would jump-start em-
ployment. A small portion of those 
funds could have been used for 
NASA and provided jobs. With the 
right shift in focus, Lord willing, 
there’s still time to avoid further 
American decline.

Satisfi ed with mediocrity
As I drove around the coast in 

Florida the evidence of killed-off 
programs is everywhere, dramatic 
since my visit last year. Foreclosed 
homes, empty store fronts, busi-
nesses hanging by a thread … 
all monuments to dreams that 
reached the end of the road when 
the White House went back on “I 
will keep your jobs” promises made 
by then-candidate Sen. Obama in 
2008. Estimates of job losses that 
began in 2011 are in the thousands, 
not counting the ripple effect on 
local communities.

Politicians could use some re-
medial math courses here. It may 
come as a surprise to many that 
pulling the plug on 7,000 to 10,000 
jobs and promising/hoping to cre-
ate 2,500 “new program” options in 
their place is still a big net loss. 

As depressing as the economics 
are, they’re not my core concern. 

As I toured the sites of America’s 
50-plus years in space exploration I 
realized that the biggest issue now 
is how we are allowing our country 
to accept, and maybe even desire, 
mediocrity, and not just in this arena. 

Once we stop striving, taking risks 
and indeed embracing a healthy 
sense of pride in our accomplish-
ments powered by God-given abili-
ties, we cease to be a great nation. 
What’s happening in Florida mir-
rors what’s going on around the 
country.

Quest for exceptionalism
Much has been said about 

“American Exceptionalism,” and 
it’s crucial. Maybe it’s due to the 
tough recession years and fears of 
the future, but somehow in a blink 
of an eye we are in danger of forget-

ting what we do best. 
Political correctness 

has duped many of us 
into thinking the goal 
is to simply get by, not 
trying to be the best or 
to win. Working hard 
to be an exception to 
the rest, powered by 
individual responsibil-
ity, has given way to a 
false sense of security 
and addiction to gov-
ernment “benefi ts” of all kinds. 
This has caused too many citizens 
to keep quiet when they should 
be sounding the alarm that we’re 
in danger of losing what has made 
America unique in the world.

The space program is a picture 
of this, too, as we can no longer 
launch our astronauts into low 
earth orbit—but the Russians and 
Chinese can. And Russia charges us 
tens of millions of dollars per seat 
to ferry Americans to the Interna-
tional Space Station. The message 
to our kids is this: We are nothing 
special. The USA is just like every other 
country on earth, and we want to keep 
it that way.

Watered down interest
On my Florida journey I noticed 

some other things that make my 
point. At Disney’s Epcot theme 
park, there’s a very large pavilion 
that celebrates the United States. 
In all of its retro glory recalling 
colonial days, I saw that there are 
no longer turnstyles to help control 
crowds in the building. The num-
bers of people who want to get a 
sense of our history are smaller, and 

midday during Easter 
week break I was alone 
walking through the 
gallery of American 
historical artifacts, a 
fascinating exhibit, 
though watered down 
with political correct-
ness at times. It was 
uninteresting to most 
American visitors.

I also observed that 
most voices I heard 

were from other countries.
This was even more pronounced 

at Kennedy Space Center. I had a 
strange sense of a world coming 
to pay its respects to a nation that 
once had no problem stepping up 
and striving for the best, pressing 
toward goals, with a sense of God-
given energy to be the very best—
indeed, a bright “city on a hill,” 
shining for the world to see.

While America contemplates 
too much “what’s in it for me” and 
expects more freebies from Uncle 
Sam, the rest of the world will pass 
us by. But shouldn’t we prayerfully 
consider what’s going on and work 
to change course while there’s still 
time?

I don’t believe God has blessed 
us for more than 235 years to blow 
our opportunities and to become 
an “also-ran” nation.

Larson is a veteran Southern Cali-
fornia radio/television personality 
and media consultant. He can be 
heard daily in San Diego on KCBQ 
1170AM from 6 to 9 a.m. and on 
KPRZ 1210AM from 2 to 4 p.m. E-
mail: mark@marklarson.com.

Mark Larson

NASA’s shuttle scuttle: America’s path to mediocrity

By Kelley White

With a “hip” prime-time lineup 
that boasts TV shows like “Toddlers 
in Tiaras” and “16 & Pregnant,” it 
doesn’t take much insight to see 
that girls—and women— face an 
enormous pressure to meet the 
world’s expectations of beauty and 
fame. In fact, you can’t even go 
through the checkout line of a su-
permarket without seeing evidence 
of the increasing, albeit unrealis-

tic, “standards of excellence” that 
have been set forth by our society. 
The message to women is loud and 
clear: Beauty is everything. After 
all, what else is there?

When I was in my 11-year-old 
“awkward phase,” a pretty, blue-
eyed blonde came to our house 
one Saturday to spend the day with 
my older sister. She was only 13 
years old, but you would never have 
guessed it by the way she wore the 
latest fashions and newest make-

up. She had ambitions to be a run-
way model one day, and, with her 
fl awless complexion and tall, slim 
physique, she defi nitely looked the 
part.

As I walked into the room where 
she and my sister were taking pic-
tures of themselves in front of 
the mirror, the girl immediately 
stopped what she was doing, looked 
me up and down, and, with a dis-
gusted look on her face, said, “Your 
sister’s much prettier than you are. 
No one could ever love someone as 
ugly as you.” 

My heart sank as I turned around 
and walked toward my bedroom 
door, my eyes full of tears. Those 
hurtful words rang over and over 
in my head for many years to come 
and determined much of what I 
thought of myself throughout my 
adolescent years.

Although the episode was dev-
astatingly cruel, it’s not an uncom-
mon scenario, especially today. In 
fact, it would probably be consid-
ered tame compared to the ridicule 
some girls face on a daily basis. Why 
the unnecessary cruelty? And why 
the tolerance for an unbiblical de-
scription of a woman’s beauty? How 
have we come to a time when child-
hood celebrities “gone bad” are the 
idols our young girls look up to, 
and true women of noble character, 
like Joan of Arc or Mother Teresa, 
are nothing more to our youth than 
a boring assignment in their history 
textbooks? Have the once admira-
ble traits of strength, integrity and 
faith been replaced by fame, mate-
rialism and sex appeal? And all of 
this before the ripe old age of 18?

The birth of my daughter, 
last year, opened my eyes to the 
wonderful new world of mother-

hood. As Christian parents, my 
husband and I strive to raise our 
daughter to be a woman of noble 
character, like the one described 
in Proverbs 31:10-31. We long 
for her to forsake the idols of the 
world and look up to the faithful, 
wise and brave women of the Bible 
like Ruth, Esther and Priscilla. 
But in a world where the lusts of 
the fl esh are plastered on every 
street corner and in every facet 
of media, that’s much easier said 
than done. We have a battle for our 
daughters’ hearts on our hands, 
and we must use every resource 
we have to win the fi ght. 

Protecting hearts
What will it take to win this bat-

tle? The fi rst step can be found in 
Proverbs 4:23. I love the New Liv-
ing Translation of this verse, which 
reads, “Guard your heart above all 
else, for it determines the course 
of your life.” Practically speaking, 
we must protect our daughters’ 
thoughts by guarding their associa-
tions, the TV shows they watch, the 
music they listen to, the time they 
spend on the Internet, the places 
they go and the values we promote 
in the home. 

Each of these things has a pro-
found infl uence on their thoughts 
and the value they put on them-
selves. When they spend time with 
worldly people, they begin to adopt 
their behaviors. When they watch 
shows that promote sin or the toler-
ance of sin, they gradually become 
more accepting of those lifestyles. 
When we, as parents, put more em-
phasis on fi lling our homes with 
material possessions than we do 
on reading the Word and praying 
together, we teach our children to 

be a lover of the world instead of a 
lover of God.

Powerful infl uences
We must never underestimate 

how outside infl uences will shape 
our children into the people they 
will become. We have a duty as par-
ents to be good steward sover the 
responsibility we’ve been given to 
shepherd our children’s hearts and 
raise them up in the ways of the 
Lord. 

Do you want your child to be-
come a follower of Christ? Prov-
erbs 22:6 promises, “Direct your 
children onto the right path and, 
when they are older, they will not 
leave it.” What a blessing to know 
that, if we are faithful to guide our 
children according to God’s Holy 
Word, they will end up on the right 
path! 

It’s no secret that we have a 
tough battle ahead of us. The En-
emy wants to win the hearts of our 
children almost as much as we want 
to win them for the Kingdom. But if 
we will choose to be a godly steward 
over our children and teach them 
to forsake the world and set their 
hearts on the things of God, we 
can fi nd peace in knowing that the 
Lord will reward us for our faithful-
ness.

White lives in North County San 
Diego where she and her husband 
run an online business development 
and marketing company. Kelley is 
the worship leader for the San Diego 
YMCA Christian Leadership Confer-
ence and worked as a preschool 
Sign Language and music teacher 
before giving birth to their daughter 
in 2011. Email: KelleyWhite777@
gmail.com     
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Editor’s note: This commentary was 
Chuck Colson’s last recorded broadcast 
before suffering a brain hemorrhage that 
eventually took his life on April 21.

We’ve all heard of wrongful 
death lawsuits, but can a doctor be 
sued for wrongful birth? Evidently, 
the answer is yes.

Doctors and hospitals are 
regularly held accountable for 
failing to prevent patients from 
dying. But if the precedent set by 
an Oregon couple’s recent legal 
victory stands, doctors can now 
be held accountable for failing 
to prevent patients from living!

Ariel and Deborah Levy of Port-
land were awarded $2.9 million 
this month because doctors didn’t 
anticipate their four-year-old 
daughter’s Down syndrome. The 
Levys said if they had known about 
the disability while their daughter 

was still in utero, they would have 
terminated the pregnancy.

As the grandfather of an autistic 
young man, this breaks my heart. 
After watching my daughter Emily, 
I understand that raising a child 
with special needs is no walk in 
the park. But I also know the joy 
of having that child in your life. 
My daughter would have done the 
right thing no matter what. But the 
rich and lasting happiness Max 
has brought into our lives — well, 
we consider it a blessing beyond 
description.

Of course, the Levys say they love 
their daughter very much, and that 
they were only interested in the 
money so they could better provide 
for her. (And we wonder why medi-
cal costs are skyrocketing!)

But I can’t help thinking that 
when they said their daughter 
should never have been born, 

they were infl uenced 
more by the attitude 
of our culture toward 
children with dis-
abilities than by the 
opinions and experi-
ences of other parents 
of “Downs” kids.

As many as 95 
percent of unborn 
children diagnosed 
with Down syndrome 
in this country are 
aborted. But according to a recent 
survey conducted by Children’s 
Hospital in Boston and reported 
by MSNBC, 99 percent of adults 
with the disorder say they are 
“happy with their lives,” and al-
most as many say they like who 
they are and how they look.

Most tellingly, four out of fi ve 
parents of Down syndrome chil-
dren report that “their outlook 

on life [is] more posi-
tive because of their 
child…”

Folks, the idea that 
human worth is de-
termined by quality 
of life might be the 
most destructive lie 
of our time, one that 
the Nazi’s perpe-
trated. The kind of 
grim arithmetic this 
involves is now used 

to justify disposing of those whom 
society deems “imperfect;” it is 
sickening and an offense against 
the God in whose image they and 
we are made.

But the real scandal of the 
abortion rate for Down syndrome 
children is borne out by the sta-
tistics. They don’t live miserable 
lives, and neither do their parents!

Many of you probably remem-

ber a photo that went viral on 
the internet a few months ago. It 
was of a six-year-old boy holding a 
hand-written sign which cleverly 
parodied an Occupy Wall Street 
slogan:

 “I may not be perfect but I’m 
happy,” read little Boaz Reigstad’s 
message. “I am God’s handiwork 
and I bear His image. I am blessed. 
I am the 10 percent of children 
born with Down syndrome who 
survived Roe v. Wade.”

Well, the love this little boy and 
the Levy’s own daughter share 
with their families exposes the lie 
that their lives aren’t worth living 
— or that there is such a thing as 
a “wrongful birth.”

© 2012 Prison Fellowship. Re-
printed with permission. “Break-
Point with Chuck Colson” is a radio 
ministry of Prison Fellowship.

Are there no lim-
its on government’s 
power, no place 
where it cannot go? 

New York City 
M a y o r  M i c h a e l 
Bloomberg, a former 
(thankfully) Repub-
lican, but in name 
only, has decided 
to limit food dona-
tions to city charities, 
including homeless shelters, be-
cause the government is unable 
to measure the nutritional value 
of the food.  

Who in city government be-
lieves that a homeless person with 
no access to money other than 
what he or she might panhandle 
cares about the nutritional con-
tent of food? If they are able to 
scrounge up a few bucks on the 
streets, does anyone seriously 
think they’re headed to a grocery 
store to buy carrots and arugula? 
Any food, including “unhealthy” 
fast food would be their preferred 
choice.  

As reported in the New York 
Post by Jeff Stier, a senior fellow 
at the National Center for Public 

Policy Research, Seth 
Diamond, the com-
missioner of the De-
partment of Home-
less Services, claims 
Mayor Bloomberg is 
simply being “consis-
tent” with his goal of 
improving nutrition 
for all New Yorkers. 
“A new interagency 
document,” writes 

Stier, “controls what can be served 
at facilities -- dictating serving sizes 
as well as salt, fat and calorie con-
tents, plus fi ber minimums and 
condiment recommendations.”  

Will the government permit 
ketchup on fries? Maybe it will 
allow ketchup, which liberals 
mocked Ronald Reagan for cor-
rectly calling a vegetable, but not 
fries, unless they are unsalted, and 
then just a few. No super sizing it.  

Who will police this? If a 
homeless man wants salt on his 
food, will a city offi cial wrestle 
the shaker from his hands? Will 
he be arrested by the salt police 
if he rebels? Will a woman who 
has not eaten in days be told 
she can’t have a second helping 

because the government won’t 
allow it under its new portion-
control regulation? Will she be 
fi ned if she eats more? How will 
the government collect the fi ne 
if she has no money?  

What effect will this new re-
quirement have on restaurants, 
some of which have donated 
surplus food to local food banks 
and charities for years? Will they 
have to fi rst comply with govern-
ment dietary regulations before 
they donate anything? Mire the 
process in red tape and bureau-
cracy and the restaurants won’t 
think it’s worth the trouble to 
donate at all.  

It takes the notion of “food 

police” to a new level.  
Stier tells the story of Glenn 

Richter and his wife, Lenore, 
who for 10 years have led a team 
of volunteers from their Upper 
West Side Orthodox synagogue. 
“They brought freshly cooked, 
nutrient-rich surplus foods from 
synagogue events to homeless 
facilities in the neighborhood.” 
Many recipients, Richter says, are 
seniors recovering from alcohol 
and drug abuse.  

Last month, writes Stier, em-
ployees at a local shelter “turned 
away food he brought from a bar 
mitzvah.” It didn’t conform to the 
new regulations.  

I know the rationale. If the 

homeless eat nutritional food, 
it could reduce the number of 
health problems and presumably 
lower the cost of health care.

But more than the issue of salt 
and portion size is the greater 
issue of liberty, which is being 
slowly but steadily eroded by big 
government that wants to save 
us from ourselves. The freedom 
to choose what to eat, drink, 
smoke and a lot of other things 
-- and to accept the benefi ts and 
consequences that go with these 
choices -- are the wedge issues that 
government uses to snake its way 
into new areas of our lives.  

Our Founding Fathers issued 
many warnings about the dangers 
of growing and intrusive govern-
ment, which they sought to control 
with the Constitution. Among the 
best was from Thomas Jefferson: 
“Most bad government has grown 
out of too much government.”  

No better example of that can 
be found than in what Mayor 
Bloomberg has forced on the 
hungry of New York City. 

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.     

For government: No limits on control

Wrongful birth? Loving disabled children

Chuck Colson

Jennifer O’Neill

www.SpeakersGroup.net

Most bad government has 

grown out of too much 

government. - Thomas JeffersonCal Thomas

Universal care and abortion
I am pro-life, and that is why I 

support the Affordable Health Care 
Act (i.e. “ObamaCare”). There is 
strong evidence that universal (or 
near universal) health care would 
reduce instances of abortion. 

For instance, a 2010 study in the 
New England Journal of Medicine 
shows that abortion rates went 
down in Massachusetts after they 
achieved this goal in 2006 (see 
Whelan’s, “Abortion Rates and Uni-
versal Health Care”). According 
to United Nations statistics, every 
developed country with universal 
health care (e.g. Canada, Japan, 
Germany, Britain) has a lower abor-
tion rate than the United States.

Perhaps the pro-life movement 
should focus on making sure no 
woman goes through pregnancy 
uninsured.

Kevin Gin
Riverside, Calif.

Gift of forgiveness
Let’s embrace the truth. It’s out 

there. Its source is eternally impor-
tant. If we take a poll, is the major-
ity vote a solid foundation for what 

really is?
Spiritual epistemology originates 

in the mind of God rather than the 
mind of man. “In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the 
earth,” is a fi nal fact and therefore 
not arguable. The Old and New 
Testaments are in agreement on 
the origin of the universe.

Dare we say it? The origin of this 
world is by creation, not the more 
evolutionary hypothesis. One’s view 
of God affects his total lifestyle. For 
the atheist all things are accidental, 
therefore, life is meaningless; hu-
manity proceeds from nothingness 
to nothingness.

Intelligent design provides un-
questionable evidence of God’s ac-
tivity. 

Chronic spiritual blindness is 
a hereditarily transmitted disease 
called sin. Failure to respond to 
this truth leaves us without an eter-
nal hope.

If only we could rid ourselves 
of the unpopular, soul wrenching 
truth, “Final Judgment!” It will be 
based on how we lived, or worse, 
failed to live. Man’s denial that he is 
hopelessly lost gives birth to either 

passive indifference or active rebel-
lion that assures his lost state. But 
God’s gift of eternal life is offered 
to every truly repentant heart that 
places its faith in Christ’s death, 
burial and resurrection. Working 
our way in is not allowed. Remem-
ber, we are saved by Christ’s perfor-
mance, not by works of law, lest any 
of us should boast.

Forgiveness is still available; only 
sinners are welcome.

Richard L. Ellison
Yucaipa, Calif.
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Christian School Directory STOP SB 48…
Continued from page 1

teaching of history.”
 “This initiative ensures that 

people recognized in social science 
curriculum are included because of 
their contributions to society, not 
their sexual conduct,” the state-
ment read. “The CLASS Act focuses 
social studies where it should be—
on an individual’s contributions 
to history, not their sexual prefer-
ence.”

Approved by the state legisla-
ture last year and implemented in 
January, SB 48, offi cially known as 
the Fair, Accurate, Inclusive, and 
Respectful Education Act, requires 
that social science curriculum dis-
cuss transgender, homosexual, 
and bisexual fi gures in history. No 
age group is exempt from the law, 
including kindergartners, and par-
ents are banned from opting their 
children out of such instruction on 
moral or religious grounds. 

Supporters of the SB 48 said the 
was needed to prevent discrimina-
tion in the classroom and that those 
involved in the gay rights move-
ment deserve to be recognized. 

Of particular concern to Chris-
tian conservatives is an element of 
the law that forbids any classroom 
instruction that paints homosexu-
ality in a negative light, a mandate 
that pro-family experts say prevents 
teachers and students from discuss-
ing such issues as the health risks 

associated with the gay lifestyle and 
objections over gay marriage. 

 “SB 48 is not about preventing 
discrimination,” said Robert Tyler, 
founder of Murrieta-based Advo-
cates for Faith & Freedom. “Rather 
SB 48 mandates positive discussions 
in public schools about homosexu-
ality and transgender issues that 
will ultimately promote these life-
styles to our children. The CLASS 
Act will effectively repeal this dan-
gerous legislation.”

Tyler, who is serving on a state-
wide steering committee for the 
initiative, said SB 48 is representa-
tive of an ongoing agenda to un-
dermine traditional families while 
normalizing homosexuality.

“The last decade has been an era 
of where students have become the 
target of an extreme anti-family so-
cial agenda,” he said. “For example, 
the CTA (California Teacher’s As-
sociation) has launched an effort 
described as “gender liberation,” 
which dangerously propagates an 
idea that children don’t have to be 
tied to gender norms and that they 
can choose their own gender. SB 48 
is the capstone to an agenda that 
runs contrary to traditional moral 
and Biblical principles.”

Dean Broyles, founder of the 
Western Center for Law & Policy 
in Escondido called the new law “a 
dark legislative stain on the cultural 
landscape of California.” 

“SB 48 threatens to fundamen-
tally undermine parental authority 
and damage religious freedom by 

coercively indoctrinating our most 
precious and valuable resource, 
our children, to not only tolerate but 
to embrace GLBT “values”—starting 
as young as 5 years old.”   

Broyles went on to say that Chris-
tian teachers and administrators 
would also be muzzled to express 
their beliefs in the classroom, forc-
ing them to choose between up-
holding their religious values or 
quitting their jobs. 

“Our already struggling public 
schools should focus on improv-
ing themselves as academic insti-
tutions, rather than increasingly 
becoming a place for polarizing 
politicians to experiment with radi-
cal secular ‘progressive’ utopian 
social engineering, coercively forc-
ing by legal mandate their corrupt 
agenda on our impressionable 
young children.”

As part of its public education 
campaign on SB 48, the legal 
groups are notifying pastors that 
promoting the new initiative on 
the church grounds is legal as long 
as the effort takes up less than 10 
percent of the body’s resources. 
That means pastors may discuss 
the issue from the pulpit and hold 
petition-signing and voter registra-
tion drives. 

In addition, all four groups have 
offered legal assistance to any pas-
tor or church that is challenged for 
their civic involvement.

For more information, visit www.
stopsb48.com.

By Rebecca Burgoyne

SACRAMENTO — The events sur-
rounding Christ’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem have spoken volumes to 
Christians across the centuries. As Jesus 
neared the holy city, jubilant crowds joy-
fully praised God for all they had seen. 
Rebuked by Pharisees, Jesus explained, 
“If they keep quiet, the stones will cry 
out.” The truth must be given a voice.

Christ’s words embody truth, 
calling to mind the cosmic battle 
between truth and falsehood, good 
and evil, a battle by which our cul-
ture is being torn to shreds. Tat-
tered, we limp into the battle or 
choose to stay out of the confl ict 
around us, while the sanctity of 
life, the purity of marriage between 
a man and a woman, and our re-
ligious liberties are frayed by the 
voices of choice and humanism. 
Our children are often the real vic-
tims—and the prize on which the 
enemy longingly casts its gaze. 

During April and May, our public 
schools enter a period of undisguised 
activism by the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender community. April 
holds the Day of Silence, a day 
during which students take vows of 
silence—even during classes—to 
draw attention to the perceived 
inequalities and treatment received 
by LGBT students and citizens. May 
brings the birthday remembrance 
of deceased homosexual icon Har-
vey Milk. Senate Bill 572, passed by 
the California Legislature in 2009, 
celebrates Milk’s May 22 birthday 
as a “day of special signifi cance” in 
the public schools. On Harvey Milk 
Day, schools are encouraged to hold 
“exercises remembering the life of 
Harvey Milk, recognizing his accom-
plishments, and familiarizing pupils 
with the contributions he made to 
this state.”

Last year’s SB 48 brought even more 
LGBT focus to the public schools. Sev-
eral legislative and initiative campaigns 

have attempted to overturn this legis-
lation that requires California public-
school children to study the roles 
and contributions of LGBT fi gures in 
their social-studies classes. Assembly 
Bill 1756, Knight, R-Palmdale, which 
attempted to temper the effects of SB 
48 by giving local school districts more 
discretion, was heard in the Assembly 
Education Committee on April 11. 
Unfortunately, with the strong pro-
homosexual contingent in the Califor-
nia Legislature, the bill had little hope 
of surviving its initial committee votes.

Expanding the focus
The 2009-2010 session saw an un-

precedented push to enact pro-ho-
mosexual legislation in the Califor-
nia Legislature. Nearly a dozen bills 
promoting the LGBT lifestyle—es-
pecially in the schools—were en-
acted into law. This year the push 
has centered more on culture and 
remaking society. 

AB 1856, Ammiano, D-San Fran-
cisco, would require that licensed 
foster parents and group-home ad-
ministrators receive LGBT sensitiv-
ity training and that foster children 
have the right to foster parents who 
have received the training.

AB 1505, Pan, D-Sacramento, would 
make California veterans, who were 
dishonorably discharged under the 
Pentagon’s recently repealed “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy, eligible for any 
state veteran benefi ts, including tuition 
fee waivers, home-loan eligibility, prop-
erty tax exemptions, burial in a veterans 
cemetery and free or reduced fees for 
license plates, recreational passes and 
licenses.

AB 1539, Hayashi, D-Hayward, 
would require the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, in consultation 
with the California Department 
of Education, to design and make 
available license plates that pro-
mote the state’s sexual orientation 
non-discrimination policy. Pro-
ceeds would fund state or local anti-

bullying programs. 
AB 1960, Dickinson, D-Sacramento, 

would require the Department of 
General Services to include the level 
of participation in certain contracts by 
LGBT-owned businesses in a current 
report on minority-owned businesses. 
One purpose of such a bill is to rein-
force in law LGBT persons as offi cial 
“minorities,” advancing a “protected 
class” status. 

AB 2642, Furitani, D-Long Beach, 
would require that law-enforce-
ment training include “adequate 
consideration of cultural compe-
tency in regard to race, ethnicity, 
gender and sexual orientation.”

SB 1476, Leno, D-San Francisco, 
would provide that a child may 
have more than two parent-child 
relationships and would allow a 
court to fi nd that a child may have 
two parental relationships outside 
the biological father—based on the 
best interests of the child. 

Students for truth
Even as the legislature marches 

toward expanded school rights for 
the gay community, many students 
are taking their own stand for truth. 
Each year, teens who disagree with 
the pro-homosexual bent of April’s 
Day of Silence take part in an alterna-
tive event sponsored by Focus on the 
Family. Giving truth a voice, the Day of 
Dialogue equips students to engage in 
open dialogue and respectfully speak 
the truth tempered by God’s compas-
sionate love for all people. 

As many of these bills—and 
more—face hearings and votes 
this spring and summer, what will 
you do? Will you stand by quietly, 
refusing to engage in the legislative 
process, or will you stand up, refuse 
to be silent, and speak the truth in 
love? Truth must be given a voice. 
Will it be yours? 

Burgoyne is a research analyst 
with the California Family Council.

Legislative Update

As legislature pushes LGBT rights, 
Christians need to give truth a voice
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high school campuses to offer on-site 
Bible clubs, was attending a memorial 
service for another young teen. This 
one for Ulysses Daniel Castrejón Bel-
trána, a 13-year-old San Ysidro Middle 
School student who was gunned down 
in Tijuana while visiting relatives.

Landis watched helplessly, 
though not hopelessly, as Ulysses’s 
adolescent classmates bore witness 
to their friend’s casket making its 
way down the church aisle. In the 
weeks since, he’s been using the 
heartbreaking incident as a teach-
ing moment for Bible club students 
across San Diego County. 

“No matter what they are facing, 
Christ has seen worse,” Landis said. 
“I was able to tell the kids at Mil-
lennial Tech a couple of weeks ago 
that Jesus had a loved one that was 
killed by violence, and that was his 
cousin John the Baptist. Jesus had 
to fl ee to Egypt because he lived in 
a violent neighborhood and people 
were trying to kill him. They were 
able to resonate with that.”

Because of his ongoing work with 
the students, Landis said school of-

Volunteers with Urban Youth Collaborative, including Youth Pastor Glenn McKinney from St. Stephen’s Cathedral Church 
of God in Christ, shown serving food to club students at Millennial Tech High School, are building relationships at area 
schools. At least 60 clubs are now operating in San Diego County.

fi cials invited him to come to both 
of the campuses to help the stu-
dents process their grief. 

“We’ve built a resume of trust 
with the schools over the years,” he 
said. “They know they can turn to 
us in a time of need. In a desperate 
situation such as a school shooting 
they are going to reach out to any-
body they trust.”

Landis’ crisis visit to San Ysidro 
Middle School came a week after 
participating in an assembly at the 
South Bay campus.

“Literally a week later I was back 
in the same room, same school, 
same day of the week, same kids—
minus one—for drastically differ-
ent reasons,” he said. “It was an in-
dication to me of how quickly life 
can change and how important it is 
to make the most of every opportu-
nity.”

The 90 percent
Landis launched the nonprofi t 

collaborative fi ve years ago as a way 
to engage churches in reaching out 
to youth.

“God just began breaking my 
heart for the 90 percent-plus of kids 
that are never connected to a local 
church,” he said.

TEEN KILLINGS…
Continued from page 1

Each week, a teacher adviser and 
a team of about four or fi ve people 
from a local church bring food to 
the Bible clubs, which are student-
led and held during non-instruc-
tional time. The students are also 
able to invite guest speakers to ad-
dress matters of the Christian faith. 
In addition to providing physical 
and spiritual food, the clubs offer 
leadership development.

“We train kids to be change 
agents in their own communities,” 
Landis said.

Today, there are about 60 schools 
being served countywide, about 
one-fourth of the middle and high 
school campuses. Six more clubs 
are under development. About 
2,000 are exposed to the gospel 
each week, Landis said.

Although originally launched at 
inner city schools where there are 
often large pockets of at-risk kids, 
Landis said the ministry’s goal 
is to have all 280 teen campuses 
matched with churches by 2020.

“There are urban issues every-
where,” he said, adding that secu-
rity guards escort students to and 
from school in some San Diego 
neighborhoods. “That’s where our 
heartbeat is. That’s where we start-
ed and where we are working now. 
There are kids who walk to school 
everyday who are not sure if they 
are going to come home or not. It’s 
literally a life and death situation 

for some students and neighbor-
hoods where we work.”

Filling a void
McKinney, whose father Bishop 

George D. McKinney has been a 
prominent minister in San Diego’s 
more urban neighborhoods for de-
cades, said he is grateful for Urban 
Youth Collaborative and its mission 
of linking churches to teens. In ad-
dition to adopting Millennial Tech, 
St. Stephen’s is also involved with 
the San Diego Job Corps in Impe-
rial Beach.

“That’s where the church plays 
a major role in communities and 
what we are trying to do as church,” 
he said. “What we’ve been trying to 
do for years is to be that link where 
people can go and learn how to let 
their burdens go to the Lord in-
stead of trying to do it themselves.”

“When you are lost and you are 
trying to fi nd your way, you don’t 
know where to go. Wou don’t even 
know that there is a God out there.”

McKinney said that with the 
break-up of the traditional family, 
many children are growing up not 
understanding the concept of a lov-
ing father.

“This is an outlet for the kids to 
really see God in a way that they 
haven’t seen Him before,” McKin-
ney said. “It’s a chance where they 
can ask those questions about God. 
We have an intimate setting where 

we can answer those questions. We 
can lead the kids to Christ. We can 
tell them the plan of salvation un-
ashamedly and with confi dence.”

Expanding the reach
Because of those successes and 

the heartwrenching pain of lost 
young lives, Landis and McKin-
ney said they are both praying that 
more churches see the urgency of 
ministering at the schools.

“We’re praying that more church-
es will hear the call to respond to 
the need of kids at public schools,” 
Landis said. “That’s where the larg-
est and biggest mission fi eld is, our 
public school system, and a lot of 
Christians are understandably con-
cerned about the schools. The Dar-
win curriculum, the sex-ed curricu-
lum makes a lot of parents afraid of 
sending their kids there, but then 
our question is what are we going 
to do with the other 90 percent of 
kids that have no connection to a 
Christian relationship or a church? 
We want to see something available 
for them.

“Whoever is going to be near-
est the kids is going to win, and 
right now the church is not there 
as much as we could be if we found 
ways of connecting.”

For more information about the 
ministry, visit www. uycollabora-
tive.org.
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This National Day of Prayer 
reminder is sponsored 

by these businesses and 
organizations:

www.sdcc.edu

www.marklarson.comwww.creationsd.org www.seminary.bethel.edu/sandiego

www.socalsem.eduwww.covenantretirement.org www.readyamerica.com

www.saltandlightcouncil.org

Log on to www.ndpsandiego.org to see a list of Day of Prayer events for San Diego County.
Send your Day of Prayer event to San Diego coordinator Anne Subia at asubia@4sd.net.

www.nclplaw.org
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By Lori Arnold

SANTEE — Donna Cleveland 
was mesmerized as she watched 
street-toughened inmates at the Las 
Colinas women’s detention facility 
morph into gentle nursemaids for 
a baby gopher that nearly drowned 
on the jail grounds after a protract-
ed rain storm.

The women gingerly warmed the 
sickly critter in a sock before us-
ing a rubber glove and breast milk 
from a lactating inmate to create a 
makeshift utter for feeding. 

Cleveland, a former inmate her-
self, said she was amazed at how 
their motherly instincts—often 
stifl ed after years of focusing on 
self-survival at the hands of chronic 
substance abuse and violence—eas-
ily rose to the surface. 

“They were able to show respon-
sibility for another living being,” 
said Cleveland, a volunteer with 
Welcome Home Ministries, a pro-
gram that helps women re-enter so-
ciety after local incarceration.

“To take a baby gopher, the ugli-
est of ugly rodents, the things that 
the community will kill because 
they are not wanted —just like they 
are—it’s such an analogy to see 
them take care of this thing that 
most people would kill and hate. 
The community does not love the 
inmate, does not love the offender. 
They would rather see them gone.”

Because of jail regulations the 
gopher was not allowed to stay at 
the Santee facility, but Cleveland 
helped the women fi nd someone to 
take the rodent to a wildlife refuge.

“Do they know I (usually) kill 
these things,” the man who was 
entrusted with transporting the 
gopher to its new temporary home 

had asked. 
“By the time they got to the ref-

uge he was petting the gopher,” 
Cleveland said. “That’s how God 
works. Somebody who would kill a 
gopher ended up petting it and lov-
ing it because it was God’s.”

Months later, the refuge staff was 
able to fi nd the now-domesticated 
gopher a home.

“It’s a beautiful (picture) of God tak-
ing something so ugly and so unwanted 
and loving and caring for it, giving it 
people to care for it and raising it and 
nurturing it until it can go on its own,” 
Cleveland said, tears spilling down 
her cheeks. “That’s what we do in the 
jail. It’s exactly what we do with these 
unwanted women.”

Cleveland is an expert on how 
they feel. 

Before her jailhouse conversion 
in the mid-’90s, the former Oceans-
ide resident was in and out of jail 
as she battled a 23-year addiction to 
Methamphetamine and crack.

“I didn’t know how to break the 
cycle and, because of that, I kept 
recidivating over and over and 
over again,” said Cleveland, who 
is now an in-site volunteer at Las 
Colinas where she supervises the 
FAIR Dorm, an acronym for Future 
Achievers in Re-entry.

Building community
A project of Welcome Home 

Ministries, the 64-bed dorm houses 
just over 40 women who have com-
mitted to a highly supervised, peer-
driven program aimed at building 
new communities in an effort to 
break the cycles that landed them 
in jail. A major force in perpetuat-
ing the lifestyle of addiction and 
homelessness, Cleveland said, is the 
lack of a strong support community 

upon their release.
“I am trying to build them a way 

of living that the community that 
they are going to go to (when re-
leased) expects them to live in,” 
she said. “It teaches them how to 
transform their 
life in a socially 
acceptable way 
of living. It takes 
away a lot of the 
harshness that 
is associated 
with the jail.”

Through the 
community-of -
care program, 
the segregated 
women invest in 
each other’s lives 
as they learn to 
work and eat to-
gether, an exer-
cise in trust that 
is often foreign 
to people who 
have spent years 
fi ghting for every 
morsel they’ve 
ever had. 

“We use every 
opportunity as a 
learning oppor-
tunity,” the for-
mer inmate said. “I knew in order 
to open up this dorm they had to 
be removed from that element and 
put into a safer element within that 
‘corrections’ dynamic, to get them 
with people on the same page, to 
have them living together, working 
together, building a new communi-
ty. Now they have a foundation they 
start to build on.”

The program offers group thera-
py, individual counseling, life skills, 
health education and confl ict reso-

Ministry tackles recidivism at Las Colinas women’s jail

See FAIR DORM, next page

lution. Each of these topics was a 
help to Cleveland as she patched 
up her own life. Today she’s a reg-
istered addiction specialist, holds a 
clinical supervision credential and 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in hu-

man services. She is expected to 
complete her master’s degree in 
organizational management and 
leadership by the end of April.

“I speak their language,” she 
said. “I understand. I wore their 
shoes. That’s what brings the genu-
ineness, the authenticity, the trans-
parency.

“I’ve seen pain in there. I’ve seen joy 
in there. I’ve seen women who would 
have never, ever, ever communicated 
with each other talk to each other 

because now they are women who 
want the same thing. They are not in 
the other dorms where not everyone 
wants recovery. They are in a dorm 
where everyone wants to change their 
life, at least try.”

For many of 
the women in the 
FAIR Dorm, the 
process is daunt-
ing.

“I  had one 
lady tell me: ‘I 
don’t know to be 
a lady. I’ve lived 
the streets all my 
life. I don’t know 
how to be me. I 
need to fi nd out 
who I am.’ That 
broke my heart,” 
Cleveland said.

Funding sought
Opened in 

the summer of 
2010, the FAIR 
Dorm program 
operates with-
out funding, 
though Wel-
come Home 
Ministries is 
seeking revenue 

sources that would allow Cleveland 
to concentrate on the ministry full 
time. Without the funding, Cleve-
land has had to take on a full-time 
job while juggling graduate school 
and the multiple visits she makes to 
the jail each weekday.

“Trying to fi nd funding for some-
thing that is so unique is impossi-
ble,” said Carmen Warner-Robbins, 
a chaplain for the county’s wom-



SD May 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 11www.christianexaminer.com

By Lori Arnold

SANTEE — A regular at San Di-
ego County jails, Donna Cleveland 
stood before the Superior Court 
judge expecting another 30-day sen-
tence for a misdemeanor infraction. 

“The judge said, ‘You will never 
disrespect me or my courtroom 
again’ and gave me a year in jail,” 
Cleveland said.

It was the last thing she was ex-
pecting after fi nally reaching out to 
God the previous night.

“My last day out in that world, 
which is very dark, very harsh, hope-
less, helpless, all of that, I cried out 
to God,” she said. “I just wanted to 
die. I just wanted to end my life.”

As the judge’s sentence resonated 
throughout her body, she acknowl-
edged being devastated. The term, 
she thought, was completely unfair. 
Within a few months, though, his 
tough love began to bear fruit.

“I believe it was my saving grace,” 
she said. “But I was angry. I was mad. 
I forgot what I prayed the night be-
fore. I forgot who I prayed to the 
night before because I didn’t believe 
in a loving God. I believed in a pun-
ishing God.”

Several months later, while serv-
ing as a trustee at the Vista deten-
tion facility, Cleveland recalled 
watching her peers through a glass 
wall while sitting on a step in one of 
the corridors. In them she saw traits 
of herself. Loneliness, burned bridg-

es, survival fatigue and the constant 
nagging truth that there was no 
place to call home on the outside.

“I could empathize with their 
pain, their fear, their humiliation, 
their anger, their dreams, because 
I was one of them,” she said. “That 
was a major pivotal time in my life 
sitting on this step, and God broke 
me right there. He had my life in 
His hands, and He knew what He 
was doing.”

Just as the sobs began to heave 
her body, jail chaplain Carmen 
Warner-Robbins came around the 
corner. Seeing Cleveland in distress 
she offered to pray with the stranger.

“I couldn’t see. The tears were fall-
ing. I was broken,” Cleveland said. 
“That was my moment of being ‘born-
again.’ I didn’t care who this person 
was. I just had no other hope but to say 
OK, and then she was gone.”

After providing prayer and com-
fort, Warner-Robbins moved on to 
minister to the other women. There 
were so many of them in need.

In the following months, Warner-
Robbins and Cleveland forged a 
friendship that radically altered 
Cleveland’s view of God and herself. 
She credits Warner-Robbins’ uncon-
ditional love.

“I couldn’t fathom someone so 
beautiful, who smelled so pretty 
coming into this dirty, stinky, nasty 
place to see me because I never 
thought of myself as anything but 
that addict,” Cleveland said. “She 

nurtured me, she mentored me, she 
prayed with me.”

Foundation building
Warner-Robbins said Cleveland 

spent her remaining time in jail build-
ing her foundation, realizing her 
need for God and that she couldn’t 
do it by herself.

“I was thirsty,” Cleveland admit-
ted. “I was so thirsty. It was like being 
in hell and wanting a glass of water. 
That’s how I was thirsting. I was open. 
I was ready. It was just feed me, feed 
me the Word, feed me His grace, feed 
me his love, teach me. But I still had 
to learn that He loved me. She taught 
me that.”

The transformation sparked by the 
1996 encounter is now being paid 
forward as Cleveland ministers each 
workday to the inmates at the Las Co-
linas jail in Santee. She and several 
other women affi liated with Welcome 
Home Ministries, a nonprofi t estab-
lished by Warner-Robbins, supervise 
a segregated dorm program designed 
to help others follow the former in-
mate’s footsteps to reconciliation.

“I believe to this day that God sends 
people, and if you are obedient He 
uses you to do the work that He has 
sent you out there for,” Cleveland 
said, adding that she is thankful the 
judge came down hard on her.

“I would have never met God,” she 
said. “I would have never met God 
without that thirst. He had me right 
where He needed me.”

Former inmate, reconciled by 
God’s grace and the love of a 
chaplain, now pays it forward

en’s jails and founder of Welcome 
Home Ministries. “They like the 
idea, but then it’s ‘it doesn’t fi t into 
our funding stream.’”

Additional funding would also 
enable Welcome Home to expand 
the program. Although there are 
nearly 20 more available beds, 
there is not enough staffi ng to ac-
commodate an expansion. In just 
one week in March, Cleveland said 
she received email requests from 36 
women in the general population 
seeking admission into the FAIR 
Dorm.

Since launching the dorm proj-
ect, Warner-Robbins has fi elded 
inquiries from faith-based groups 
and jail administrators from across 
the country, as well as overseas. She 
recently presented the FAIR Dorm 
concept at a conference in Cura-
cao.

Listening to the experts
From the beginning of her jail 

ministry, Warner-Robbins has 
tapped the experiences of Cleve-
land and several other former in-
mates into shaping the services of-
fered by the Welcome Home.

Among the fi rst offerings was greet-
ing an inmate upon release and taking 
them to a celebration meal. 

“Otherwise they are left in the 
parking lot,” Cleveland said. “We 
had nowhere to take them, no-
where to bring them. We remem-
ber what it was like having nowhere 
to go. When you get out and hit 
that door, it’s ‘Where am I going to 
go now?’ So naturally you go back 
to where you are comfortable.”

They also provide the newly 
freed women with toiletry bags and 
new underwear to replace the two 

pairs of jail-issued garments they 
are given when booked.

“Your femininity, your confi -
dence, your self-esteem your joy, ev-
erything is robbed when you go in 
there,” Cleveland said. “Everything. 
You lose everything.”

They also helped the women 
plug into a variety of resources de-
signed to keep them from going 
back to their old destructive com-
munities. They arrange for free 
health check-ups and gynecological 
exams because many women refuse 
the service in jail because its too 
humiliating. They have directed 
the women toward rehabilitation 
services, dental restoration, men-
toring partnerships and churches.

Fostering change
Although operated by a faith-

based ministry, FAIR Dorm is lim-
ited by jail policy in openly pro-
moting Christianity, though Bible 
studies are allowed. 

“They were thirsty for it,” Cleve-
land said. “They needed somebody 
who had been in their shoes to give 
them hope.”

Warner-Robbins said she is grate-
ful for the staff at Las Colinas and 
the Sheriff’s department for their 
willingness to hear the hearts of 
the former inmates and trusting 
them with programming aimed 
at keeping them from returning. 
Cleveland, who said she was willing 
to stay overnight in the jail to min-
ister to the women, said she is also 
thankful they put their trust in her.

“Speaking to the women was 
easy,” she said. “Speaking to people 
(jail administrators) who had never 
walked in those shoes was not easy 
to convince them that people can 
change.”

For more information, visit www.
welcomehomeint.org.

FAIR DORM…
Continued from last page
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Located in a serene valley nestled in the San Jacinto Foothills, 7.5 miles southeast of Hemet. 285 
acres with two large ranch-style lodges accommodating up to 120 people. Offering comprehensive 
retreat packages year round for all kinds of retreats. Delicious meals catered.

A quiet place, far from the hectic pace... where blue skies, clean air, peace and fun abound

Coast on Saturday for the fi rst time 
since leaving the band in 2009 to 
pursue a solo career. Joining him 
will be former bandmate Phil Joel, 
who left the Newsboys in 2007 to 
pursue his deliberatePeople min-
istry with his wife. In 2010, the two 
teamed up for several tracks on a 
children’s album for Joel’s min-
istry and earlier this year worked 
together on the Winter Jam 2012 
tour.

“I’m excited to see a reuniting of 
Phil Joel with Peter Furler,” said Jon 
Robberson, executive director of 
the three-day music and teaching 
festival. “Phil has been playing bass 
in Peter’s band and since he will be 
at the festival he’s going to do a late 
night music and message segment.”

That performance is set for 10:30 
p.m. Saturday.

“Phil will be performing some 
of his songs and talking about his 
deliberatePeople initiative; calling 
people to a deeper commitment. 
Paul delivered his deliberatePeople 
seminar in 2010 and it was extreme-
ly well received.”

Friday acts scheduled for the 
weekend include Toby Mac on the 
Main Stage, The Afters, Britt Ni-
cole, Dominic Balli, Holland Davis, 
Angel Smythe and Project 86. The 
guest speaker for that evening will 
be Luis Palau.

In addition to the Furler/Joel re-
union, Saturday’s line-up includes 
Main Stage headliners Tenth Av-
enue North, plus Family Force 5, 
Disciple, The City Harmonic, Press 
Play, Philmont, Lybecker, Julie 
Elias, Lost Colors and BloodtypeG. 
Evangelist Nick Vujicic will deliver 
the message.

SPIRIT WEST 
COAST…
Continued from page 1

Closing day performers are 
headliners MercyMe, Seventh Day 
Slumber, Matthew West, Firefl ight, 
Chris August, Manafest, Love Song 
and Manic Drive. The closing night 
speaker is Bob Lenz.

Other speakers and entertainers 
will include speakers Joseph Rojas, 
Mike Donehey and Britt Nicole and 
comedians Bob Smiley and Ste-
phen B.

Action-packed adventure
In addition to the music, work-

shops and children’s Veggie Tales 
fun zone, one of the main high-
lights of the event is a series of ac-
tivities in the sports center.

Through an agreement with Pa-
riah Productions, festival guests will 
be able to participate in giant vol-
leyball, dodgeball, boomball, home 
run derby and a scavenger hunt. 

A new addition is a 50-foot by 70-
foot paintball arena, produced by 
Once Nailed Paintball. The infl at-
able arena allows groups of people 
to war against each other with real 
paintball guns that use rubber balls 
as ammunition instead of paint.

Returning to the venue is the 
popular skatepark, operated by 
Embassador Skateboards, a Christ-
centered skateboard company that 
seeks to reach the skateboard com-
munity and young people with the 
message of Christ’s love for them 
through demonstrations. 

 Complementing the individual 
action of the skatepark is the Team 
Riders, trio John Davidson, Casey 
Docherty and Tino Grey. They are 
members of Embassador Skate-
boards and will share their testi-
monies as well as their boarding 
expertise.

Other attractions include infl at-
able games, a mechanical bull, bun-
gee trampoline and rock climbing 
walls. 

Additional fees are required for 
some of the sports center activities. 
Visit the website for pricing.

Food and merchandise
Rounding out the offerings are 

the Midway food trucks and the 
Christian Examiner Exhibit Hall 
where dozens of vendors will show-
case their businesses, art, minis-
tries, music and products. Popular 
items include jewelry, clothing, 
hats, skateboards, portraits, books, 
Bibles, posters and novelty items. 
SWC artists will be selling their lat-
est CDs as well as T-shirts and mis-
cellaneous items. 

Full event tickets purchased by 
May 18 are $126 for adults and $52 
for juniors ages 6 to 12. Prices jump 
to $149 and $65 respectively after 
that date and at the gate. Single day 
tickets are $55 for adults and $35 

What: Spirit West Coast

When: May 25-27 

Where: Del Mar Fairgrounds

Artists: Dozens of bands (7 
stages) including TobyMac, 
MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North, 
Matthew West, Peter Furler, 
Family Force 5, Firelight, Britt 
Nicole, Love Song, The Afters, 
Disciple, Seventh Day Slumber

Speakers: Luis Palau, Nick 
Vujicic, Joseph Rojas

Also: Comedy, worship, fi lm 
festival, action games, skate 
park, seminars, local artists, 
Children’s Fun Zone, talent 
showcase, Christian Examiner 
exhibit hall, camping

Tickets: Single day and full 
event passes available. Group 
and military discounts.

Web: spiritwestcoast.org

Matthew West, shown here performing at Creation Northwest, will not only 
perform at this year’s Spirit West Coast, he will also be one of the speakers.

for juniors if purchased by May 18, 
and after that they increase to $62 
and $39. Children 5 and under are 
admitted free. Group tickets are 
available.

The festival also offers a Terrace 
Club VIP package, which includes 
an exclusive reserved seating pass 
directly in front of the Main Stage, 
a full-event ticket, a free pass to ei-
ther the Saturday or Sunday artist 
reception/dinner, an event T-shirt 
and a souvenir seat cushion. VIP 

tickets are $230 and $250. For more 
information about the VIP Club, 
call (408) 377-9232.

As in past years, overnight accom-
modations are available through 
numerous camp options. Tent 
camping and tent trailer sites are 
both $105 for all three nights. RV 
spots vary by the length of the ve-
hicle and range from $125 to $185.

For more information, visit www.
spiritwestcoast.org.

LA MESA — Dr. James Dobson, 
founder of Focus on the Family and 
current radio host of Family Talk, 
will appear at Skyline Church June 
22 and 23 as well as June 29 and 30 
for four nights of  live video record-
ings of “Building a Family Legacy.”

Originally scheduled for two 
weekends in May, the dates were 
changed due to an unforeseen 
scheduling confl ict.

The recordings will be an update 
to a seven-part series he did on the 
same topic when he launched the 
national ministry of Focus on the 
Family. The four sessions, each 
touching on different subjects, will 
be held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. each 
evening.

The original series, fi lmed in 
1978 and viewed by 80 million 
people, focused on such issues as 
the strong-willed child, daring to 
discipline, raising adolescents and 
marriage. 

This second series serves as Dob-
son’s bookend for a professional 
career as a psychologist and author-
ity on child rearing and marriage. 
With all the cultural changes in the 
past three decades, Dobson will use 
the latest research in child develop-
ment, genetics, adolescence, and 
medicine to offer up-to-date advice 
on matters of concern to families.

Dobson said that the basics of 
creating strong families have not 
changed, “although the task of rais-
ing healthy children has become 
much more diffi cult.”

“The culture is at war with parents 
for the hearts and minds of their sons 
and daughters,” said Dobson.

In his book, Bringing up Girls, Dobson 
writes: “This is what lies in the paths of 

James Dobson to tape video 
series at Skyline Church

Dr. James Dobson will be in San Diego 
for two weekends in May, recording 
an update to his ‘Building a Family 
Legacy’ series that launched his radio 
ministry 34 years ago.

children whose parents are overworked, 
distracted, exhausted, and uninvolved. 
Without their care and concern, the 
culture will take them to hell. I have 
witnessed it a thousand times. Even with 
proper parental supervision, many of 
our kids are on the bubble. I am most 
concerned about the children among us 
who are chronically lonely. Their parents 
are gone much of the time, leaving them 
to fend for themselves. Human beings 
desperately need each other, and those 
who are isolated usually do not thrive. 
Not only do lonely children tend to 
get into trouble, they also become sit-
ting ducks for abusers who understand 
their emptiness and use it for their own 
purposes.

“Families that succeed in today’s 
world are those that give priority to the 
things that matter most,” said Dobson.

The weekend tapings are free but 
require reservations. Childcare is also 
available by reservation.

To make a reservation, visit 
www.themoviescreener.com/
familylegacy.
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Sonshine Haven 
celebrates 20 years

EL CAJON — Sonshine Haven, 
which hosts after-school Bible clubs 
in nine San Diego County school 
districts, will celebrate its 20th an-
niversary at its annual benefi t gala 
set for 5:30 p.m. May 3 at the Cot-
tonwood Golf Pavilion.

The ministry was founded by 
Mari Rothman after she became 
aware of the tremendous physi-
cal and spiritual needs at a local 
elementary school. After working 
to provide shoes and other basic 
needs, Rothman launched an after-
school Bible club to share the gos-
pel with the children. 

The program has since spread to 
41 public elementary and middle 
schools. The middle school clubs 
are called “Higher Ground.”

The black-tie optional dinner will 
include live and silent auctions. All 
proceeds will benefi t the ministry, 
which also offers life skills training.

Tickets are $75. The dinner is 
hosted by Outback Steakhouse of 
El Cajon.

For more information, visit www.
sonshinehaven.org.

CEF seeks donations for 
outreach at County Fair

DEL MAR — Child Evangelism 
Fellowship has been evangeliz-
ing at the San Diego County Fair 
for many years, and this year they 
will be there again. The children’s 
ministry, known for its afterschool 
Good News Clubs, will sponsor “Ye 
Old Story Castle“ where young chil-
dren can go to hear a short Bible 
story.

Director Ann Hokstad report-
ed that 2,686 children and 1,896 
adults heard a gospel message at 
the Fair in 2011, with more than 
700 recorded decisions for Christ.

It costs about $5,000 to rent the space 
for the nearly four-week run of the 
Fair, said Hokstad, and CEF is seeking 
donations to cover the cost.

“We are asking you to stand with 
us and help defray the cost of the 
Fair,” Hokstad wrote in a letter re-
questing support in mid-April.

Donations marked “Fair Project” 
can be made payable to Child Evan-
gelism Fellowship and mailed to 
P.O. Box 1975, La Mesa, CA 91944. 

For more information, email 
cefsd@sbcglobal.net or call (619) 
469-8593.

Seminar to study 
‘Salt & Light’ issues

POINT LOMA — The Rock Salt 
& Light Ministry will host “Talk 
Truth: An In-Depth Discussion on 
the Issues” from 5 to 8 p.m. May 19 
in the cafeteria at the Rock Church. 

The event is designed as a forum 
to discuss the most important is-
sues affecting the country and the 
church. Topics will include educa-
tion, terrorism and foreign policy, 
the United Nation’s Agenda 21 and 
the 2012 election.

Panelists will include Dr. Rick 
Scarborough, a former Baptist pas-
tor who is the founder and presi-
dent of Vision America. The mis-
sion of Vision America is to “inform 
and mobilize pastors and their con-
gregations to become salt and light, 
becoming pro-active in restoring 
Judeo-Christian values in America.” 
Scarborough is also the author of 
“Enough is Enough: A Call to Chris-
tian Involvement.”

Other panelists will include Brad 
Dacus, president of the Pacifi c Jus-
tice Institute, which specializes in 
the defense of religious freedom, 
parental rights and other civil liber-

Three-time Grammy winner Donnie 
McClurkin will be among the artists 
to participate in the Eighth Annual 
Gospel Festival, set for June 9 at the 
San Diego County Fair.

ties; Frank Dowse, co-founder and 
president of The Agemus Group, 
LLC, a specialized global security 
crisis and risk solutions consulting 
fi rm; Lynette Williams, a retired 
Christian educator and volunteer 
precinct captain with Republican 
Party of San Diego County; and 
Mike Munzing, an Orange County 
Republican Central Committee 
member and Aliso Viejo City Coun-
cil candidate.

 Advance registration is $5. The 
deadline to register is May 13.
Childcare is available at $5 per child.

The church is located at 2277 
Rosecrans St. For more informa-
tion, visit www.rocksaltandlight.org.

Gospel Festival returns 
to Del Mar Fair in June

DEL MAR — The Eighth Annual 
Gospel Festival, a daylong tribute 
that will include a super choir, will 
be held June 9 on the Grandstand 
Stage at the San Diego County Fair.

The headline act will be Donnie 
McClurkin, a gospel music singer 
and pastor who has won three 
Grammy Awards, 10 Stellar awards, 
two BET awards, two Soul Train 
awards, one Dove award and one 
NAACP Image award. His hits in-
clude “Stand” and “We Fall Down.”

Another highlight of the day will 
be the GF8 Super Choir, whose 
1,000 voices will serve as the open-
ing act for the Grandstand show. 

Other gospel groups and solo acts 
will be added in the coming weeks. 

The Grandstand show is free 
with fair admission for unreserved 
seats, but reserved seats may be pur-
chased for an additional fee.

For more information, visit www.
sdfair.com.

Church honors teachers 
for excellence

SAN DIEGO — St. Stephen’s Ca-
thedral Church of God in Christ 
honored area public and charter 
school teachers April 15 for their 
commitment in the areas of educa-
tional excellence.

The Educators Appreciation and 
Recognition service is part of the 
church’s emphasis on education 
excellence. Bishop George D. McK-
inney offi ciated at the service.

“The creation of jobs in our com-
munity is very crucial to its well be-
ing, and St. Stephen’s Cathedral 
Church of God in Christ is at the 
forefront in lobbying outside in-
vestment in order to achieve the 
goal, but it is necessary that our fu-
ture workforce is well educated,” a 
news release on the event said. 

Indian Hills to host 
5K and kids 1K

JAMUL — Indian Hills Camp 
will hold “Run for the Hills,” its fi rst 
ever 5K, on May 12. In keeping with 
the mission of the camp, organizers 
are promoting the rural run as a 
family event.

The camp staff will be setting 
up a cross-country course that will 
take runners throughout the camp 
and its surrounding hills. A special 
1K-course will be set up for the 
children. Winners will be awarded 
“amusing prizes.” 

Participants will be eligible to vis-
it the camp’s farmyard, giant play-
ground, pools and zipline features. 

There is a $25 entry fee until May 
3.

For more information, visit www.
indianhillscamp.com.

Salt & Light training 
seminar set

SAN DIEGO — Mission Valley 
Christian Fellowship will host a Salt 
& Light training session from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. May 19.

Salt & Light groups are lay-led, 
church-based ministries dedicated 
to the pursuit of biblical values in 
culture by supporting legislation 
and policy that supports parental 
rights, religious freedom and other 
traditional family issues.

The training model is designed 
to unburden pastors while equip-
ping the congregation with re-
sources needed to protect religious 
freedoms.

The training is open to pastors or 
their appointed leaders.

The church is located at 6536 Es-

A young student praises the Lord during a Bible Club operated by Sonshine 
Haven. The El Cajon ministry is celebrating 20 years with a May 3 benefi t gala at 
Cottonwood Golf Pavilion.

trella Ave. 
The cost of the seminar is $125, 

which includes materials and lunch. 
Reservations may be made by calling 
(858) 759-7095 sending an e-mail to 
admin@saltandlightcouncil.org.

Defending the faith
CHULA VISTA — Come Rea-

son Ministries will hold its “Dare 
to Defend Apologetics Conference 
Series” May 11 and 12. The event 
begins at 7 p.m. Friday.

The focus of the seminar is to 
help believers deepen and defend 
their faith. It will be led by Lenny 
Esposito, president and founder of 
Come Reason Ministries, a Chris-
tian apologetics organization. Es-
posito has written more than 150 
articles dealing with such topics as 
the existence of God, theology, phi-
losophy, social issues and biblical 
diffi culties.

Topics to be explored at the sem-
inar include “How Can a Loving 
God Send People to Hell?” “The 
Challenge of Islam,” “How to Share 
Your Faith,” “Understanding East-
ern Religion” and “The Impact on 
Western Culture.” A Q&A session 
will also be offered.

Admission is $15 for both days 
and includes a continental break-
fast on Saturday.

The church is located at 1771 E 
Palomar St. For more information, 
visit www.comereason.org or call 
(619) 421-1100.

Symposium to center 
on abortion recovery 
ministries

LONG BEACH — The SHARE 
Symposium: Sharing Hope, Aware-
ness and Recovery Efforts, hosted 
by Abortion Recovery InterNation-
al, will be held July 16 to 18 at the 
Alamitos Bay Yacht Club.

The 2012 event is the fi rst for 
the West Coast. In addition to 
seminars, the symposium offers ac-
cess to lay counselors, pastors and 
professional therapists. This tear’s 
theme is “Come Aboard.”

The symposium is designed for 
leaders considering abortion re-
covery ministry and those who al-
ready have active outreaches. The 
program will include strategic plan-
ning plus the sharing of ideas, re-
sources and concepts. 

“It’s about building community 

relations so that we may all work 
more collaboratively to provide 
extended healing opportunities to 
individuals and families,” the event 
literature says.

In addition to the classes, the 
seminar will include times for fel-
lowship and prayer.

Registration made by May 31 is 
$195. Afterward it’s $215.

For more information, visit www.
sharesymposium.org.

Voters’ forum 
in Escondido

ESCONDIDO — The Biblical 
Citizenship Committee Forum 
at Emmanuel Faith Community 
Church will host “Decision 2012,” 
a voters forum from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
May 11 at the church’s chapel.

Presentations will include how 
to vote biblically, research candi-
dates and secure various election 
resources. 

The chapel is located at 639 E. 
17th Ave.

For more information, contact 
John Waring at (760) 760-480-9454.

Survivors ProLife Camp 
accepting applications

COSTA MESA — The 15th an-
nual Survivors ProLife Training 
Camp for pro-life high school and 
college-age youths will be held June 
21 to July 1.

The 11-day camp will prepare 
participants in how to draft a news 
release, share the truth of abortion 
on a street corner and other activ-
ism tools. According to organizers 
the camp uses “a signature combi-
nation of classroom teaching and 
hands-on experience to produce 
pro-life leaders for the next genera-
tion.”

The camp begins with four 
days of training and workshops 
and is then followed by a week 
of activism exercises designed 
to help the student discover the 
type of pro-life outreach that fi ts 
them best.

The camp fee is $425 and in-
cludes food, lodging, training ma-
terials and transportation during 
camp. The Survivor website lists a 
variety ways of securing discounts 
and fund-raising ideas.

Online applications are being 
accepted at www.survivors.la/camp-
online-app.htm. 
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Bethel Seminary San Diego
Saturday, June 9, 2012

10:00 a.m.

at 
College Avenue Baptist Church

4747 College Ave., San Diego

A reception will immediately follow

Commencement Speaker: David K. Clark
Executive Vice President & Provost of Bethel University, St. Paul, MN

David K. Clark is Executive Vice President and Provost of 
Bethel University in St. Paul, MN. Prior to this role, he was 

professor of theology at Bethel Seminary. He also served as a 
dean at the seminary and as a pastor at Faith Covenant Church 
in Burnsville, MN. Prior to that, he taught at Toccoa Falls 
College (GA).

David attended Houghton College (NY), Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School (IL), and earned his Ph.D. at Northwestern 
University (IL). He is married to Sandy, Director of Corporate 
and Foundation Relations for Bethel University. 

David has written or co-written eight books and dozens of articles. He serves the wider church 
through a public speaking ministry and has contributed as a member of several national boards, 
include the board of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.

Besides spending time with family, his greatest joy is exploring eternal questions with students 
and others who are curious about intellectual questions and serious about faith in Jesus Christ.

‘One Thing’ — Galations 5:13-26

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa Street, San Diego, CA 92115
619.582.8188 

33rd Commencement

Marriage retreat in 
Rancho Mirage 

RANCHO MIRAGE — The Rock 
Church Marriage Getaway 2012 will 
be held June 1 to 3 at the Westin 
Mission Hills Resort & Spa.

Now in its 11th year, the retreat is 
designed to provide couples a time 
of intimacy, healing, connection 
and relaxation. Miles McPherson, 
pastor at the Rock, and his wife, 
Debbie, will lead the conference, 
while Sharon May, Ph.D., will share 
marriage tools. Comedian Michael 
Jr. will provide entertainment. 

The registration fee is $375.
For more information, send an 

email to internpr@therocksandi-
ego.org or call (619) 226-7625.

Local author hits million 
sales mark—again

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — “Heaven 
Is for Real: A Little Boy’s Astound-
ing Story of His Trip to Heaven 
and Back,” co-written by San Diego 
resident Lynn Vincent, has sold 1 
million ebooks since its November 

2010 release.
Co-written by Todd Burpo, the 

boy’s pastor father, the book is the 
fi rst ebook offering by publisher 
Thomas Nelson Inc. to reach the 
milestone.

According to PubTracks, the only 
other books to reach that pinnacle 
are “The Help” and “Water for Ele-
phants,” each of which was comple-
mented by a major motion picture.

Written in the fi rst-person narra-
tive of Colton’s father, Todd, “Heav-
en Is for Real” is the true story of 
Colton’s life-threatening illness and 
sudden surgery and how he slipped 
from consciousness and entered 
heaven. He narrowly survived the 
incident, and several months later 
while passing by the same hospital 
where his life was saved, Colton be-
gan talking about his experiences 
during surgery and making a trip 
to heaven. The family didn’t know 
what to believe, but soon the evi-
dence was clear.

The week of April 8, “Heaven Is for 
Real” was listed as the No. 1 nonfi ction 
paperback on the New York Times Best 
Seller list, its 58th non-consecutive 

week in the top spot and a record for 
Thomas Nelson. 

Vincent has also written the New 
York Times bestseller “Same Kind 
of Different as Me” and “Going 
Rogue: An American Life.

Creation Club 
offered for kids

SANTEE — The Creation & 
Earth History Museum will pres-
ent its Creation Club workshops 
for children ages 3 to 12 at 10 a.m. 
May 5. 

The museum offers a variety of 
activities such as a Dinosaurs & 
Dragons Workshop, where kids cre-
ate a dinosaur tooth necklace; the 
Noah’s Ark, Flood Legends, where 
they build an origami boat to fl oat; 
the Complexity of a Human Cell, 
where they can build an edible 
cell out of Jell-O; Fun with Fossils, 
with fossilized hand prints; and the 
Creeping Things Reptile Encoun-
ter, offering hands-on experiences 
with reptiles.

For more info visit www.creation-
sd.org or call (619) 599-1104.

Prestige Awards 
in San Diego

SAN DIEGO — San Diego Gospel 
musician Eddie Baltrip will honor local 
artists through the Prestige Awards, set 
for 6 p.m. May 12 at Bayview Baptist 
Church.

 The evening will begin with a Red 
Carpet reception for the nominees 
prior to the show. Awards will be pre-
sented in 22 categories, which were 
voted on by the community in an online 
ballot tabulated by a third party. 

In addition to the award ceremony, 
the event will include a performance by 
Eddie Baltrip & Fulfi llment, a Gospel 
Stellar Award nominee. Organizers 
plan to make this an annual event.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
The church is located at 6134 

Benson Ave.
For more information, call (619) 

852-6500.

Gala to benefi t 
Liberia’s children

SAN DIEGO — “Swinging for Libe-
ria,” a gala to benefi t Growing Liberia’s 
Children, will be held at 6 p.m. May 
4 at the Abbey restaurant downtown.

The San Diego ministry builds and 
restores schools largely destroyed by 
war and poverty, supports teachers and, 
coordinates sister-school sponsorship 
programs and student scholarships.

Live entertainment for the event will 
include jazz, drums and dance. A silent 
auction and raffl e are also planned. 
Tickets are $30 in advance and $40 
at the door. Free on-site childcare is 
available by reservation for children 

age 4 through the sixth grade.
The venue is located at 2825 

Fifth Ave.
For more information, visit www.

growingliberiaschildren.org. 

Institute to offer 
‘Changed by Grace’ 
conference

ESCONDIDO — “Changed by 
Grace,” the annual summer conference 
of the Institute for Biblical Counsel-
ing & Discipleship, will be held June 
28 to 30. 

Keynote speakers include Tim Lane 
from the Christian Counseling and 
Education Foundation, Julius Kim 
from Westminster Seminary California, 
Jim Newheiser from IBCD, and John 
Sale from Valley Center Community 
Church. 

The conference, geared toward indi-
vidual edifi cation as well as continued 
growth in biblical counseling skills, will 
also offer 21 workshops. 

Also on the agenda are two pre-
conferences, “The Basics of Biblical 
Counseling Course,” taught by Dr. 
Jim Newheiser June 25 to June 28, and 
“Who Do You Think You Are? Discover-
ing and Responding to Your Identity 
in Christ,” a women’s pre-conference 
led by Elyse Fitzpatrick and Jessica 
Thompson, held from 9 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. June 28.

Registration costs increase as the 
conference advances. Day pass options 
are available for those who cannot at-
tend the entire conference. 

For more information, visit www.
ibcd.org or call (760) 747-9252.

Adoption seminar 
in Oceanside

OCEANSIDE — Family Con-
nections Christian Adoptions, a 
nonprofi t ministry, will hold a free 
information session on the process 
from 6 to 8 p.m. May 3. More ses-
sions are scheduled for June 7 and 
July 5.

The ministry is seeking good 
homes to place dozens of children 
in need of a stable home environ-
ment.

Free information packs are also 
available.

Family Connections is located at 
2191 S. El Camino Real No. 202.

For more information, send an 
email to lisareaves@fcadoptions.
org or visit www.fcadoptions.org.

San Diego Gospel musician Eddie 
Baltrip and his Fulfi llment band will 
perform at the May 13 Prestige 
Awards at Bayview Baptist Church.
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MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for San Diego Coun ty not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fel low ships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Mo tor cy cle 
Min is tries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Sup-
 port groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, 
Grand par ent ing, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Ex cel lent Way, 
and many more), Sem i nars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Equipping the Saints to Deepen
and Defend Their Faith

Lenny Esposito
He is president and founder of Come Reason Ministries, 
a Christian apologetics organization with the website, 
comereason.org. Lenny has authored over 150 articles dealing 
with intellectually strenuous topics such as the existence of 
God, theology, philosophy, social issues and Biblical diffi culties.

Schedule and Topics:

Admission is $15.00 for both days and includes a continental breakfast on Saturday.
($10 early-bird registration)

For tickets or information visit
www.CalvarySanDiego.com or call (619) 421-1100

1771 E Palomar St., Chula Vista, CA 91913

Learn keen insights and practical ways to defend your faith

MAY 12 • SATURDAY
Run for the Hills 5k. Indian Hills Camp, 
15763 Lyons Valley Rd., Jamul • indi-
anhillscamp.com

San Diego Women’s Connection. 
11:30am-1:30pm, Best Western Seven 
Seas, 411 Hotel Circle S, San Diego, 
$22 • (619) 223-3643, (619) 276-6972

1st Annual Prestige Awards. 6pm, Bay-
view Baptist Church, 6134 Benson Ave., 
San Diego • (619) 262-8384

MAY 12-13 • SAT-SUN
2012 Spring Show & Patio Sale. 10am-
5pm, Art Glass Guild in the Spanish 
Village Center, Balboa Park, San Diego 
• artglassguild.org, (619) 702-8006

MAY 13 • SUNDAY
Salt & Light Citizenship Ministr y. 
1-2:30pm, Horizon Christian Fellowship 
Church, Room 203, 6365 El Apajo Blvd., 
Rancho Santa Fe • (858) 756-5599

Edward & Anne Turgeon, in concert. 
4pm, Rancho Bernardo Community 
Presbyterian Church, 17010 Pomerado 
Rd., San Diego, free • (858) 487-0811

Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem. 6pm, 
5714 El Cajon Blvd., San Diego • luz.
world-evangelism.org, (858) 366-2088

MAY 14 • MONDAY
Second annual KPRZ 1210 Pastors 
Masters Golf Tournament, The Vineyard 
at Escondido Golf Course • kprz.com, 
(858) 535-1210, comereason.org/
daretodefend

MAY 16 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connec-
tion Luncheon. 11:30am-1pm, Chula 
Vista Golf Course Restaurant, 4475 Bo-
nita Rd., Bonita, $15 • (619) 475-6288

Focus Adult Singles Group Dinner, +40. 
6pm, Foothills Christian Church, 365 
W Bradley Ave., El Cajon, $3 • (619) 
368-0611

MA  Y 18-19 • FRI-SAT
15th Annual Southern California Festival 
& Sale. Fri 4-9:30pm & Sat 7am-4pm, 
Pacifi c Christian Center, 800 W Arrow 
Hwy, Upland. Hosted by Mennonite 
Central Committee • (909) 981-1965, 
socalfestivalandsale.org

“C  hristian Scholarship in the 21st Cen-
tury: Prospects & Perils.” Biola University 
Center for Christian Thought, conference, 
with Alvin Plantinga & Nicholas Wolter-
storff. Biola University, La Mirada • cct.
biola.edu, (562) 777-4081

MAY 19 • SATURDAY
Women of Faith: One Day, with Sheila 
Walsh, Ken Davis, & Scott MacIntyre. 
10am-5pm, San Diego Civic Center, San 
Diego, $59-79 • womenoffaith.com, 
1-888-49-FAITH

Salt & Light Citizenship Training for 
Churches. 9am-4pm, Mission Valley 
Christian Fellowship, 6536 Estrella Ave., 
San Diego, $125 • (858) 725-8654, 
saltandlightcouncil.org

MAY 21 • MONDAY
San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s 
Club luncheon. 11:30am, Lake San 
Marcos Country Club, 1750 San Pablo 
Dr., San Marcos, $17 • (760) 591-0155, 
(760) 744-0957

MA  Y 25-27 • FRI-SUN
Spirit West Coast, 
San Diego. Featured 
ar tists: TobyMac, 
MercyMe, Tenth Av-
enue North, Family Force 5. Also Mat-
thew West, The Afters, Chris August, 
Love Song. Speakers: Nick Vujicic, Luis 
Palau. Many more. Del Mar Fairgrounds 
• spiritwestcoast.org 

MAY 26 • SATURDAY
Tyrone Wells, with Joe Brooks & Tyler 
Hilton. 8pm, House of Blues, 1055 5th 
St., San Diego, $17 • tyronewells.com

MAY 27 • SUNDAY
Messianic Concert. 6pm, 5714 El Cajon 
Blvd., San Diego • luz.world-evangelism.
org, (858) 366-2088

JUN 2 • SATURDAY
Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages 
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History 

APR 28 • SATURDAY
Church Safety & Security Seminar, 
“Keeping Your Congregation Safe in an 
Unsafe World.” 8am-5pm, Calvary Chapel 
Fallbrook, 488 Industrial Way, Fallbrook. 
$50 • (760) 215-2618

28th Annual Children’s Book Party. 8:30-
10:30am, Organ Pavilion, Balboa Park • 
(619) 266-4118, (619) 804-7992

Teen Life 2012 Conference. 8:30am-
2pm, The Church at Rancho Bernardo, 
11740 Bernardo Plaza Ct., San Diego, 
$10-15 • thechurchatrb.org

Serra Mesa Spring Craft Fair. 9am-3pm, 
San Diego First Assembly, 8404 Phyllis 
Pl., San Diego, free • (619) 298-0449

APR 29 • SUNDAY
Legacy Five, in 
concer t, 6pm, 
Shadow Mountain Community Church, 
2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon • (619) 
590-1766

MAY 2 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive 
panel of Christian therapists moderated 
by Dr. Don Welch on “Managing Your 
Mate’s Bad Habits” with Debbie Wag-
ner presenting, Gary Cundiff & Dennis 
Estill. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

MAY 3 • THURSDAY
National Day of Prayer. 
For local events, visit 
n d p s a n d i e g o . o r g  • 
nationaldayofprayer.org

National Day 
of Prayer North County 
Prayer Breakfast, 6:45-
9am, California Center 
for the Arts, Escondido. 
Featuring former POW 
Dave Carey and others. $25/person • 
(760) 746-3696, ncpbsd.com

Open for prayer, 7am-4pm, First Baptist 
Church of El Cajon, 190 E. Douglas Ave. 
• (619) 792-9454

Carlsbad/Oceanside Prayer Breakfast, 
7-9am, Hilton Garden Inn, $30 • (760) 
546-8434

San Diego Community Prayer Breakfast, 
7:30-9am, La Jolla Presbyterian Church 
• (619) 857-9432

Open for prayer, 10:30am-8:30pm, 
Liber ty Temple Full Gospel Church, 
6265 University Ave., La Mesa • (619) 
462-7299

Prayer at Carlsbad City Hall, hosted by Pas-
tor Roger Moyer of Calvary Chapel Carlsbad, 
11:45am-1pm • (760) 603-9777

National Day of Prayer Mission Valley 
Luncheon with Men With a Purpose, 
featuring Sherry Hodges. 12-1:30pm, 
Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 Hotel Circle, 
San Diego • (619) 222-3688

Sonshine Haven’s 
20th Anniversary Fun-
draising Event, Silent 
and Live Auctions, 
5:30pm, Cottonwood 
Golf Club Pavilion, El 

Cajon, Black-tie Optional. $75 • (619) 
440-1221, sonshinehaven.org

Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 291 S El 
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free 
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

Community Evening Prayer Gathering, 
7-8:30pm, Fallbrook United Methodist 
Church, 1844 Winterhaven Rd., Fallbrook 
• (760) 728-1472

MAY 4 • FRIDAY
Chick-fi l-A Leadercast, with Soledad 
O’Brien, Tim Tebow, Andy Stanley & 
more -live simulcast. 7:30am-3:30pm, 
North Coast Church, 2405 N Santa Fe 
Ave., Vista • (760) 724-6700 x226, 
northcoastchurch.com 

Golf Tournament. 1:30-7:30pm, Rancho 
Bernardo Inn, $99/golfer. Hosted by 
The Church at Rancho Bernardo • (858) 
735-0959, thechurchatrb.org

“Swinging for Liberia,” Annual Gala. 6pm, 
The Abbey, 2825 5th Ave., San Diego, 
$30-40 • (858) 539-0954, growinglib-
eriaschildren.org

MAY 4-5 • FRI-SAT
Just Between Friends Consignment Sale. 
Faith Chapel, Spring Valley • jbfsale.
com/sandiego

MAY 4-6 • FRI-SUN
The Velveteen Rabbit. Fri 7pm; Sat-Sun 
2pm & 5pm, Village Church Community 
Theater, 6225 Paseo Delicias, Rancho 
Santa Fe • villagechurchcommunitythe-
ater.org

MAY 5 • SATURDAY
The Salvation Army Spring Fling Craft 
Bazaar. 9am-3pm, The Salvation Army 
Church, 4170 Balboa Ave., San Diego 
• (858) 483-1831

Called to Be Free 
Conference, a 
conference de-
signed for those 
bound by same-sex attraction and their 
families. Rock Church, 2277 Rosecrans 
St., San Diego. Hosted by Living Stones 
Ministries • livingstonesministry.org, 
(626) 963-6683

Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages 
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History 
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., San-
tee • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

50th Anniversary of Mexican Medical 
Ministries. Clairemont Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, 2610 Galveston St., San Diego 
• mexicanmedical.com, (619) 463-4777

MAY 9 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist Sez, “Raising Your Spirited 
Child.’ 6:45-8pm, Carlsbad Community 
Church, 3175 Harding St., Carlsbad, free 
• (760) 579-1422

MAY 11-12 • FRI-SAT
The 28th Annual, CFS Expo Homeschool 
Convention, with Doug Phillips. Center 
for the Arts, 340 N Escondido Blvd., 
Escondido • cfssd.org

Dare to Defend Apologetics Conference, 
with Lenny Esposito. Calvary Chapel San 
Diego, 1771 E Palomar St., Chula Vista, 
$10-15 • (619) 421-1100

Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., San-
tee • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

JUN 6 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive 
panel of Christian therapists moderated 
by Dr. Don Welch on “Forgiveness is For-
giving” with Ryan Buchmann presenting, 
Debbie Wagner, Cathy Gaetke, Dr. Marcial 
Felan. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

JUN 7 • THURSDAY
Christian Family Schools County Spell-
ing Bee for homeschoolers. 6pm, Ignite 
Church, 14034 Poway Rd., Ste. G-J, 
Poway, $7 • cfssd.org

Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 291 S El 
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free 
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

JUN   9 • SATURDAY
Bethel Seminar y San 
Diego’s 33rd Commence-
ment, with David K Clark. 
10am, College Avenue 
Baptist Church, 4747 
College Ave., San Diego 
• (619) 582-8188

8th Annual Gospel Festival featuring 
Donnie McClurkin. 7:30pm, San Diego 
County Fair, Del Mar, free with admission 
or $22-33/reserved seats • sdfair.com

JUN 10 • SUNDAY
Salt & Light Citizenship Ministr y. 
1-2:30pm, Horizon Christian Fellowship 
Church, Room 203, 6365 El Apajo Blvd., 
Rancho Santa Fe • (858) 756-5599

JUN 15 • FRIDAY
Switchfoot, in concert.  7:30pm, San Diego 
County Fair, Del Mar, free with admission 
or $22-33/reserved seats • sdfair.com

JUN 21 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Dan Desmond. 
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 
222-3688

JUN 21-23 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, Monterey, Laguna 
Seca Recreation Area, Monterey • 
spiritwestcoast.org EVENT CANCELED

JUN 22-23 • FRI-SAT
James Dobson, host of 
Family Talk and founder 
of Focus on the Family, 
will present a two-session 
live taping of “Building 
a Family Legacy,” 6:30-
9:30pm, Skyline Church, Hwy 94 @ 
Jamacha, Rancho San Diego. Free, but 
reservations required • www.themovi-
escreener.com/familylegacy

JUN 23 • SATURDAY
Fish  fest 2012, 
with TobyMac, 
Sanctus Real, Phil 
Wickham, Chris August & more.  Verizon 
Wireless Amphitheater, Irvine • (714) 
545-8900, transparentproductions.com

Leeland, in concer t. 7pm, Horizon 
Christian Fellowship, 6365 El Apajo Rd., 
Rancho Santa Fe • leelandonline.com

JUN 24 • SUNDAY
Five Iron Frenzy, in concert with My Su-
perhero. 7pm, House of Blues, 1055 5th 
Ave., San Diego, $19.50 • livenation.com

JUN 25-29 • MON-FRI
Awana Club Soccer Camp. 4-7:30pm, 
Valley Christian School, San Marcos, 
$20 • valleybible.com, (760) 744-0274

JUN 28-30 • THU-SAT
‘Changed by Grace,’ with Tim Lane, 
Julius Kim & more. Grace Bible Church, 
655 W 11th Ave., Escondido  • (760) 
747-9252, ibcd.org

JUN 29-30 • FRI-SAT
James Dobson, host of 
Family Talk and founder 
of Focus on the Family, 
will present a two-session 
live taping of “Building 
a Family Legacy,” 6:30-
9:30pm, Skyline Church, Hwy 94 @ 
Jamacha, Rancho San Diego. Free, but 
reservations required • www.themovi-
escreener.com/familylegacy

JUL 22 • SUNDAY
Comedian Tim Lovelace. 5pm, El Cajon 
Wesleyan Church, 1500 E Lexington Ave., 
El Cajon, $10/person or $25/family 
(suggested donation) • 619) 440-4452, 
(619) 442-5941

JUL 2  5-29 • WED-SUN
Renovare, Covenant Retreat, with Rich-
ard J Foster, Chris Hall, Nathan Foster, 
Julia Roller & many more. Point Loma 
Nazarene University, San Diego, various 
cost • (303) 792-0152, renovare.us

AUG 6-10 • MON-FRI
2012 Summer Drama & Musical The-
atre Camp, middle school thru ’12 high 
school graduates. The Village Church, 
6225 Paseo Delicias, Rancho Santa Fe 
• (858) 756-2441

AUG 25-26 • SAT-SUN
Orange County Harvest Crusade with 
Greg Laurie at Angel Stadium • harvest.
org/crusades

SEP 7  -8 • FRI-SAT
Promise Keepers 2012 National Men’s 
Conference, “Called Out!” Viejas Arena 
at San Diego State University, San Diego 
• 1-866-776-6473, promisekeepers.org 

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MAY 3 • THURSDAY (cont.)

JUN 2 • SATURDAY (cont.)
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Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org

P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA  92315 

Plan now for your summer 
and fall camps and retreats

DILSROOFING & EXTERIORS

1-800-501-7663 
Senior Citizen Discounts

Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s verifi ed by Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc. to meet Certifi edFirst™ Network high standards 
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where 
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very 
satisfi ed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee* 
using products that have earned the Good 
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a Certifi edFirst™ 
Network shop, and consider it done.

Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.

Services include:

minor dings to major 
damage)

replacement

www.certifi edfi rst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

Christian Examiner report

EL CAJON — Dr. 
David Jeremiah, 
senior pastor of 
Shadow Moun-
tain Community 
Church in El Ca-
jon, will serve as 
the 2012 Honor-
ary Chairman of 
the National Day of Prayer Task 
Force and will give the keynote 
address May 3 at the National Ob-
servance in Washington, D.C.

This year marks the 61st annual 
event, which was fi rst designated 
in 1952 by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and the U.S. Con-
gress. The event falls on the 
fi rst Thursday of every May. This 
year’s theme is “One Nation Un-
der God” and is based on Psalm 
33:12, which reads “blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord.”

As Jeremiah marks the national 
observance in the Cannon House 
Offi ce Building in the nation’s 
capital, thousands of San Diegans 
are expected to participate in nu-
merous observances around the 
county, including a luncheon and 
three prayer breakfasts.

San Diego Metro
The lunch gathering, spon-

sored by Men With a Purpose, will 
be held from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
at the Mission Valley DoubleTree 
Club by Hilton.

It will feature an opening 
prayer by U.S. District Court 
Judge William McCurine and 
prayers by Bud Edney, a four-star 
admiral, Denny Shaw, former un-
der secretary for the Department 
of the Navy, and former San Di-
ego City Councilman Byron Wear.

The guest speaker will be Sher-
ry Hodges, a housewife and for-
mer school board member who is 
running for the 76th state assem-
bly district. Her topic will be “The 
Family That Prays Together, Stays 
Together.” 

Tickets for the event are $30. 

For reservations, call Dwight 
Johnson at (619) 222-3688.

La Jolla Presbyterian 
Church will host the San 
Diego Community Prayer 
Breakfast from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. The event, which in-
cludes a continental break-
fast, is hosted by Sally Ir-
win, La Jolla Presbyterian 
and other local Christian 

churches.
Music will be offered, and many 

lay leaders will be leading prayers. 
The ticket price was still to be 

determined at press time. For res-
ervations, call (619) 857-9432.

North County
The North County Prayer 

Breakfast, set for 6:45 to 9 a.m., 
will be held at the California 
Center for the Arts. The event is 
sponsored by the North County 
Prayer Breakfast Committee and 
will feature Dave Carey and four 
panel speakers, each sharing how 
the theme verse has intersected 
with their lives. The panel speak-
ers include a former Muslim, a 
former Buddhist, and a former 
Hindu—all who have converted 
to Christianity.

Additional highlights will in-
clude music and a color guard.

Tickets are $25. For reserva-
tions, contact John Rankin at 
(760) 746-3696. 

Toward the coast, the Carls-
bad/Oceanside Prayer Breakfast 
is set for 7 to 9 a.m. at the Hil-
ton Garden Inn and is hosted by 
Carlsbad/Oceanside Republican 
Women Federated.

Public offi cials, military per-
sonnel and business professionals 
will pray for the cities, state and 
nation. 

Tickets are $30. For reserva-
tions, call Marlene Towns at (760) 
546-8434.

Also in North County, a mid-
day event is planned for 11:45 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the courtyard 
at Carlsbad City Hall. It will be 
hosted by Pastor Roger Moyer 

of Calvary Chapel Carlsbad. The 
program will include directed 
prayer by local pastors, military 
chaplains, police chaplains, fi re 
chaplains and students. For more 
information, call (760) 603-9777.

The Rev. Dr. Brad Resare, pas-
tor at Fallbrook United Method-
ist Church, will host a Community 
Evening Prayer Gathering from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. The event will in-
clude other local churches and 
pastors who will gather to worship, 
speak and pray for the nation. The 
church is located at 1844 Winter-
haven Road. For more information, 
call (760) 728-1472.

In addition to these events, both 
Oceanside and Vista were listed 
as having daylong observances, 
but details were not available at 
press time.

East County
First Baptist Church of El Ca-

jon will provide an open venue 
for prayer from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in the church’s Fellowship Hall. 
In addition to the prayer venue, 
Pastor Jorge Nava and other East 
County pastors will hit the streets 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to pray with 
businesses, government workers 
and area visitors.

The day’s events conclude with 
a praise and worship service set 
for 6 to 8 p.m. in the sanctuary.

The church is located at 190 E. 
Douglas Ave. For more informa-
tion on the El Cajon activities, 
call (619) 792-9454.

Also opening its doors for a 
daylong opportunity to pray will 
be Liberty Temple Full Gospel 
Church. Hosted by Elder Char-
lene Waddell, the sanctuary will 
be open from 10:30 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m. The church is located at 
6265 University Ave. in La Mesa. 
For more information, call (619) 
462-7299.

For more information on all the 
events and to monitor late entries, 
visit www.ndpsandiego.org and 
click on the San Diego link.

National Day of Prayer to be marked 
by variety of prayer gatherings
Shadow Mountain’s David Jeremiah named 
as honorary chair for national meeting

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — The administra-
tive offi ces for the Flood Church 
have temporarily returned to Col-
lege Avenue Baptist Church after 
a two-alarm fi re caused $1 million 
in damages to its Kearny Mesa 
headquarters.

The church services are held at 
Kearny High School and were not 
impacted by the blaze.

According to authorities, the 
fi re broke out in the early morn-
ing hours of April 3 about 3:30 
a.m., and because of the size of the 
inferno a second alarm was called 
at 3:49 a.m. About 60 fi refi ght-
ers with eight engines and four 
trucks responded to the incident. 
No injuries were reported. It was 
believed to have been started by 
an electrical appliance.

“We greatly appreciate the quick 
response of the 60 members of 
San Diego Fire Department and 
their ability to limit the damage 

caused,” said a statement released 
by the church. “Their actions saved 
the building structure. While we 
are humbled by the immediate 
and generous response from the 
greater San Diego community, we 
are working with our insurance to 
cover the loss, and they will handle 
the cleanup, the reconstruction 
and all repairs.”

The statement went on to say that 
the damage was extensive to Suite 
A, with repairs expected to take 
up to six months. Suite, B had ex-
tensive smoke and water damage.

In an online YouTube video 
posted April 20 on the church’s 
Facebook page, Pastor Matt Ham-
mett gave a quick tour on the 
progress of the restoration effort. 
In the video he introduced view-
ers to “Suite C,” a borrowed RV 
that is serving as an onsite offi ce 
while repairs are being made. He 
said Suite B should be ready for 
occupancy soon.

“We’ve had workers in here 

pretty much non-stop for the past 
two weeks,” he said. “The team here 
has been doing such a great job that 
we are looking to move back into 
this side of our offi ces next week.”

He also walked through several 
other rooms, where workers were 
replacing the ceiling structure 
while maneuvering through boxes 
of offi ce equipment.

“We really appreciate all the help 
and encouragement that you, our 
church family and our friends, 
have given us during this time of 
craziness and transition. Hopefully 
things are going to get back to 
normal sooner rather than later.”

Despite the distraction and 
inconvenience of the fire, the 
church has continued on with its 
ministries, including a packing 
party to supply 150,000 meals for 
children in Haiti for Children of 
the Nations International.

For more information, visit www.
DIVEintoFLOOD.com.

Flood Church regroups after 2-alarm 
fi re destroys Kearny Mesa offi ces
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STEPHEN CHAN, DMD

www.stephenchandmd.com

619-464-2801

Oral Cancer Screening

it could save your life!Most Insurances 
Accepted

Dental Services:

Smilehaven Dental CenterHelping Hearts Heal
Foster Parents needed

Rancho Jireh
Foster Homes
Please call for information
Toll-free (866) 275-7534
www.ranchojirehfosterhomes.com

Jehovah Jireh, “The Lord will provide.” Genesis 22:14

Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who have 
suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided. 
$49,000.00/yr. per couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for. 
These live-in positions also provide medical/dental benefi ts, paid holidays, and paid vacation.
A couple will be allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.

— EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY—

Call 1-800-404-5516, ext. 213

Do you have a heart for abused children?
COUPLES NEEDED

619/593-4300 or 619/590-3053

10% referral for 
buyers and sellers to 

your church or ministry.

CENTURY 21 AWARD

PROVERBS 3:5-10

Gary L. Ryerson

Independent Beauty Consultant

Sandy Hertzberg
(619) 265-0138

Mary Kay has a proven effective 
skin care program for you. All 

basic skin care products are non-
comedogenic and clinically tested 

for skin irritancy and allergy. 

Call today!

WE TEACH 
SKIN CARE

For more information please call

800-404-2258
calvaryranch.org

Calvary Ranch
A Recovery Facility for

Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Where God does the healing

Breaking the 
bondage of 
addictions 

since 1972

13610 Willow Road, Lakeside

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Erwin McManus, 
founder of Mosaic Church, which 
has a satellite campus in San Diego, 
has released the fi rst short fi lm in a 
new series called “Signs.”

Based on the teachings at Mo-
saic, the fi ve spiritually themed 
fi lms explore a different aspect 
of nature. The fi rst, “Earth,” re-
leased March 1. The series is pro-
duced by Colorado-based-David 
C. Cook. The remaining fi lms, 
“Wind,” “Fire,” “Wood” and “Wa-
ter,” will be released throughout 
the summer and fall and into to 
the summer of 2013.

“It is my hope that ‘Earth’ is 
inspiring and provokes thought. 
That it makes people think in 
new ways about God and about 
the potential for their lives,” Mc-
Manus said in a news release.

Filmed in Hawaii, the series 
was created by McManus Studios 
as a way to underscore Scripture 
in a backdrop of God’s creation. 
Even as the vastness of creation 
is presented through high-defi -
nition imagery of Hawaii’s beau-
tiful skies, mountains, fi elds and 
clouds, McManus makes the jour-
ney personal by sharing his child-
hood struggle with depression.

“My mom and dad came to me 
and said they wanted to send me 
to a psychiatrist, and I started 
screaming, ‘I’m not crazy, I’m not 
crazy’ ... I realized later, I sound-
ed absolutely crazy ... I had no 
reason to wake up, no reason to 
live, and I felt so empty inside, I 
felt as if there was this black hole 
inside of me expanding and ex-
panding,” he says in an excerpt.

Pointing to the travails of Solo-
mon, the Southern California 
preacher wrestles with concepts 
of hope and meaning and wheth-
er the planet has anything to say 
about spiritual realities. He be-
lieves it does, saying sometimes 
“we don’t have the eyes to see it.” 

McManus seems to seek to 
drive that message home as he 

talks about “the beauty and maj-
esty of this earth, this planet, this 
solar system, this galaxy, this ever-
expanding, unexplainable uni-
verse.”

Throughout the entire 10-min-
ute short fi lm, McManus is clear 
about the earth’s origins.

 “God created it to produce life; 
that every aspect of this earth is a 
picture of God’s creative essence, 
that every creative act produces 
life,” he said, referring to a planet 
“whose water replenishes itself 
and quenches our thirst,” “an at-
mosphere that somehow fi lls our 
lungs with exactly what we need 
to breathe deeply,” and “a solar 
system that’s designed so perfect-
ly that the earth is not too close 
to the sun where we’re consumed 
or too far where we’re frozen to 
death.”

Out of the valley
The journey—framed by Solo-

mon’s pessimism and the pastor’s 
old nature—is ultimately redi-
rected.

“For the fi rst 20 years of my life, 
what Solomon was saying, that 
everything was meaningless, that 
resonated ... (but) all of a sudden 
I knew that what Solomon was say-
ing was that life without God loses 
its deepest meaning ... we’re sup-
posed to be more than just fl esh 
and blood ... we’re supposed to 
do more than just survive.”

McManus then turns to Isaiah 
to turn from ashes to beauty.

 “Remember how Solomon said 
that there was nothing new under 
the sun?” McManus says. “Well 
Isaiah disagrees. In Isaiah 43, he 
says put away the former things, 
do not dwell in the past, behold, 
I am doing a new thing. ... For a 
long time I felt obligated to agree 
with Solomon, but then I began 
realizing this was Solomon’s worst 
moment. ... Every time the sun 
comes up, it is a promise that his 
mercies, his compassion, his lov-
ing-kindness, his imagination, his 
creativity, is waiting to bring the 

Pastor Erwin McManus explores spirituality, creation and the Scriptures in a new 
video series called “Signs.” The fi rst release, “Earth,” was released March 1. All 
fi ve fi lms were taped in Hawaii.

Earth Link
Noted pastor releases fi rst video 
in spiritually themed fi lm series 

new.”
It is that sense of creativity that 

has molded McManus and his 
ministry, which in addition to the 
church includes numerous enter-
prises from fashion to the arts.

In producing the fi lms, which 
run eight to 13 minutes in length, 
McManus said he hopes viewers 
would never view the fi ve ele-
ments the same but instead “as-
sociate these with God’s creative 
work.”

Stories on fi lm
Filmmaking is not new to Mc-

Manus, a master storyteller who 
has written nine books, including 
the bestseller “The Barbarian 
Way: Unleash the Untamed Faith 
Within” and “An Unstoppable 

Force: Daring to Become the 
Church God Had in Mind,” a Gold 
Medallion Award fi nalist. In 2010, 
a 30-second Doritos commercial 
he produced was aired during 
the Super Bowl. The “Casket” 
ad featured a man who faked his 
own death so he could munch the 
chips and quietly watch a football 
game while in his casket. But dur-
ing his service he gets over excited 
watching a play and the casket 
overturns revealing his scheme. 
A friend tries to bail him out by 

creating a miracle moment by 
yelling “Hallelujah.” 

In addition to San Diego, the 
church has campuses in Hol-
lywood, Pasadena, Whittier, Po-
mona and Torrance.

 “Fire” is due for release in July, 
with “Wind” to follow in Septem-
ber. The two remaining fi lms will 
release in 2013, with “Wood” in the 
spring and “Water” in the summer.

For more information, visit www.
signsseries.com.
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DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI

Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
Social Security Disability Advocate

Helping obtain Social Security disability benefi ts 
for claimants throughout Southern California

AUTO/BIKE ACCIDENTS

SLIP & FALL ACCIDENTS

DOG BITES

WRONGFUL DEATH

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE CONSULTATIONS

NO FEE UNLESS YOU WIN AN AWARD

JOHN B. LITTLE
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
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Recipient 2003
“OUTSTANDING TRIAL LAWYER AWARD”

NORTH COUNTY   760.633.3332
SAN DIEGO   858.481.6111

ACCIDENT AND PERSONAL INJURY CASES

CHILD CUSTODY

~
31 YEARS OF

FAMILY LAW EXPERIENCE
Also handling…

1-888-FAMLAW-5

Law Office of

Patrick L. McCrary

www.californiachildsupport.com

Divorce and Property Division

& Support

Named by the San Diego Daily Transcript as a 
San Diego County Top Attorney 2008

Christian Examiner staff report

SAN DIEGO — Herb Johnson, 
CEO of the San Diego Rescue Mis-
sion, joined about 40 other home-
less shelter and Rescue Mission 
executives from across the United 
States in a lobby effort in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The gathering was part of a grow-

ing effort by the Association of Gos-
pel Rescue Missions’ 275 member 
sites in an effort to inform lawmak-
ers about their operations and how 
recent congressional efforts may af-
fect their organizations. The group 
made the trip even though many of 
its organizations do not use taxpay-
er money for its programs. Their 
primary source of funding comes 

from individual donations and pri-
vate organizations. 

“It is important that we are vigi-
lant with our elected representa-
tives,” Johnson said. “We seek con-
stantly to maintain contact with 
them and to infl uence their deci-
sion making on issues that impact 
our organizations, our programs 
and the clients we serve. Our goal is 

Herb Johnson, CEO of the San Diego Rescue Mission, left, touches base with 
Herb Smith, CEO of the Los Angeles Rescue Mission, while in Washington, 
D.C., earlier this spring. The executives joined about 40 others who shared their 
concerns with legislators over several pending bills.

SD Rescue Mission executive visits 
Washington D.C. for lobby effort 

to make them aware of the impact 
of legislation that is harmful or de-
tracting to our cause.”

The faith-based nonprofi ts repre-
sent thousands of men, women and 
children who are in desperate need 
of social services from food, cloth-
ing, employment assistance, coun-
seling and rehabilitation.

Each year the association’s mem-
ber ministries serve an estimated 50 
million meals, provide more than 
20 million nights’ lodging, distrib-
ute more than 27 million pieces 
of clothing, bandage the wounds 
of hundreds of abuse victims, and 
graduate more than 18,000 home-
less men and women from addic-
tion-recovery programs into pro-
ductive living.  

“For more than 100 years, res-
cue missions have been providing 
tangible help and long-term hope 
for America’s most disadvantaged 
citizens,” said AGRM President 
John Ashmen. “But as traditional, 
faith-based entities, we’re fi nding 
the current legislative environment 
increasingly unfriendly to our col-
lective cause. Far too many pending 
policies have the potential to ham-
per the critical services Rescue Mis-
sions offer.”

Johnson said that in the past 
few years, the San Diego Rescue 
Mission, like many other AGRM 
missions, has faced signifi cant in-
creases in service requests related 
to the struggling economy’s nega-
tive impact. At the same time, do-
nors’ ability to support their work 
has diminished.

An issue of particular importance 
to the leaders is the potential re-

moval of the postage-rate discount 
for nonprofi ts, forcing missions to 
use fi rst-class postage for their mail-
ings. 

“If passed, this legislation would 
have a negative impact on our min-
istry and result in additional dol-
lars going toward postage rather 
than feeding the hungry, housing 
the homeless and providing hope 
to those who are hurting,” John-
son said.  “A signifi cant part of our 
funding is derived from direct mail, 
with a small percentage coming 
from online donations.  Under this 
new law, our postage costs could in-
crease 257 percent.”

Each day, thousands of homeless 
and poverty-stricken men, women 
and children fi nd life-saving ser-
vices at San Diego Rescue Mission 
and AGRM-affiliated organiza-
tions across the United States.  
The nonprofits provide meals, 
clothing, emergency shelter, long-
term rehabilitation programs and 
other services to help victims of 
poverty, homelessness, abuse and 
addiction.

The San Diego Rescue Mission, 
the only major homeless shelter 
in the region that does not receive 
government funding for its pro-
grams, offers a wide range of on-
site programs and services through 
its Nueva Vida Haven Emergency 
Shelter, Partners for Hunger Relief, 
Men’s Center, Women and Chil-
dren’s Center, Transitional Hous-
ing, Recuperative Care Center, and 
Outpatient Clinic.

For more information, visit www.
sdrescue.org.

Find us online at
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multiplied by the number of editions.)
California Minnesota
❑  San Diego Co. ❑ Minneapolis / St. Paul

❑  Inland Empire On-line
❑  Orange Co. ❑  Internet 

❑  Los Angeles Co. 
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like to “link” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

Come join our team!
Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a 
few miles east of San Diego, Calif. Our community consists of eleven residential 
apartment buildings, a 48-unit assisted living facility and our skilled nursing center. 
Our 28 acre park-like setting has been applauded for its beauty and is enjoyed by 
residents and employees alike. We are an accredited continuing care retirement 
community, and are part of Covenant Retirement Communities (CRC), a not-for-
profit corporation, dedicated to the service of others. 

Employment Opportunities
 We are currently seeking  energetic professionals with great communication 
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our mission-
oriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply. 
    To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please 
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring 
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.

■ Med Tech (PT)

■ Servers (PT)

■ Caregivers (per diem)

■ Resident Services Director (FT)

■ Dining Services Aide (PT)

■ CNA (FT) & LVN (PT)

  San Diego County   Inland Empire
   Orange County   Los Angeles County

Name 

Phone

Address

City State Zip

$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly 
to your home or place of business

Subscription Order Form

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
Credit Card Orders may also be placed by phone at 1-800-326-0795.

 Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

 Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

ROOMS FOR RENT
How to personally know God

Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.

Sa  n Marcos Room for rent $650 + deposit. Utilities 
& Wifi  included, TV extra. Female preferred.  Call 
Bonnie (760) 471-1867 after 6pm.

SERVICES
Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Honest 
work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Christian caregiver/personal assistant, live-in, 
with experience, references, own transportation. 
Shelia (619) 307-1840

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

TRAVEL
Lowest Possible Fares on airline tickets. Deal with 
a Christian Travel Agency. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for fami-
lies, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.

ACCOUNTING
  Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on 
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much 
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn 
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
  Do you have Jesus or Religion? Listen to Rudy, 
the rapper at www.richardoostra.com. Pass this 
message on!

BOOKS
  Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760) 
598-8968. Nondenominational.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES                    
    Watkins (Summit Group Team) home business! 
Free info! www.zestybiz.com

  COUNSELING
  Lighthouse Family Counseling. (619) 460-1200, 
lighthousefamilycounseling.org

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, serving 
DD population in East County, seeking reliable, 
dedicated individuals to fi ll the following full time 
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for 
exceptional work. Residential program: Program 
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportuni-
ties available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour. 
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program: 
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone 
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email 
resume to pfi career@yahoo.com.  

Director/Manager position available for a married 
couple at Christian Camp and Conference Center 
in rural Riverside County, CA. Applicants will be 
responsible for the overall function and day to day 
operations of the camp. Responsibilities include, 
but are not limited to, administrative, marketing, 
and facilities/building/grounds maintenance. 
Position requires a strong work ethic and a desire 
to minister to people of all ages. Fax resumé to 
(951) 658-3143.

HO  USING RENT TO OWN
New condo. D-Town Hillcrest. M. Hills. 2 garages. 
(949) 292-4283, (619) 260-1062. Rent to own.  

MINISTRIES
When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry 
to families needing help coping with homosexual-
ity. Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month, 
7-9pm. Fireside Room, Education Building, San 
Diego First Assembly of God, 8404 Phyllis Place. 
(619) 426-9300.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitar-
ist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students. 
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more 
information and availability. 

ROOFING
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover, 
repair. Dennis Cook Roofi ng. Lic. # 545185. Call 
(619) 443-1300.

Dils Roofi ng & Repairs. Free estimates. License 
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

ROOMS FOR RENT
E      s    condido. $450, utilities/internet included. Fur-
nished or unfurnished. Good neighborhood, quiet 
cul-de-sac street. Full house privileges. Walking 
park/mountain views nearby. (760) 525-7852.

El Cajon. $650 utilities included, exception tele-
phone. Single female. Furnished room. No smoking/
drugs/ alcohol/pets. Warm and friendly cul-de-sac. 
Message (619) 312-2518.
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