
San Diego County Edition

Vol. 31, No. 1 January 2013 www.christianexaminer.com

FR
E
E

For information about advertising, subscriptions, or bulk delivery, please call 1-800-326-0795

 page 14

Documenting History
Filmmakers explore 
‘Jesus Movement’

 page 7

Eric Metaxas
The intellectual bankruptcy 
of the ‘pro-choice’ position

 page 10

Persecution Watch
American pastor 
imprisoned for his faith 
while visiting Iran

By Lori Arnold

Southern California au-
thor Kathi Macias uses a 
novel approach to high-

light such societal issues as the 
persecuted church, human 
traffi cking and homelessness 
by incorporating those themes 
in her fi ctional works. 

Her newest release, “Unex-
pected Christmas Hero” in-
advertently crossed into the 
non-fi ctional realm after it 
became its own unexpected 
story when the book’s cover 
photograph of a homeless 
man helped to reunite the 
North Carolina transient 
with his estranged family.

“There is just no way it 
could have happened with-
out God,” said Macias, a resi-
dent of the small Riverside 
community of Homeland. “It 
just could have never come 
together.”

Macias, who has ties to 
San Diego’s Christian writ-
ers community and has 
served on the faculty of the an-
nual Christian Writer’s Guild fall 
conference, specializes in a genre 
her publisher has labeled “fi ction 
with a mission.” The mother of 
six, with 17 grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren, said 

she decided to address the issue 
of homelessness because of her 
earlier experience in the ministry 
and after more recently befriend-
ing a young homeless couple.

“I would always stop to talk to 
them and sometimes bring them 
lunch or something, and I always 

prayed with them,” the writ-
er said. “One time I laid my 
hand on the young woman’s 
shoulder to start to pray and 
she started crying. She said, 
‘You know, it’s wonderful 
when people stop and pray 
with us, but almost nobody 
wants to touch us—and I un-
derstand that because we’re 
dirty—but you don’t know 
how much it means to me 
that someone can look past 
that and care enough to put 
their arm around us or lay 
hands on our shoulder and 
pray with us.’”

Macias said she was also 
urged to pursue the topic 
by a family member who was 
briefl y homeless.

“He really challenged me 
to do it,” Macias, the author 
of 40 books, said of her rela-
tive. “He said, ‘I think you 
should really consider put-
ting a face on the homeless 
and helping the church to 
really understand what they 
deal with so the church can 

be more effective in ministry.’ 
I thought that was really a chal-
lenge I couldn’t pass up.”

Macias began work on the project 
about a year before its October re-

By Lori Arnold

RANCHO SANTA FE — She 
tried to leave her abusive husband 
numerous times, but limited re-
sources and a mentally disabled 
4-year-old daughter limited her op-
portunities. Each time she success-
fully fl ed, her husband found her 
and dragged her home.

The last time she left she fi gured 
the distance of several states would 
be enough to keep her and her 
young daughter safe, so she retreat-
ed to her childhood home.

Undaunted, her husband 
tracked her there where violence—
once again—rained down on the 
mother.

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — While most of 
their peers at Maranatha Christian 
High School will be spending this 
spring monitoring the whereabouts 
of their friends by texting, nine of 
their classmates will be using tech-
nology to communicate with a de-
vice they are launching up to the 
International Space Station.

“It’s really great, although it’s 
also challenging because it’s in ad-
dition to regular school stuff, and 
then we have this project, too,” said 
science teacher Bill Miller, who is 
heading up the project. “Like any 
science and engineering project it 
has its moments when it’s all hands 
on deck and everybody has to work 
hard, from the students to the men-
tor.”

The students were invited to 
partner in the NASA program by 
peers at Valley Christian School in 
San Jose. That school is now in its 
third year of the Micro-Lab proj-
ect. Other partners in the project 

include Riverside Christian High 
School, Minnehaha Academy 
(Minn.), Los Gatos High School, 
the Girl Scouts of the Islands of Ha-
waii and Be Wise, a science alliance 
for women based in San Diego. 
Primary supporters of the program 
are NanoRacks LLC and The Quest 
Institute for Quality Education. 
Combined, the students will con-
duct 12 different experiments.

“These kids are doing something 
in a few months what it would nor-
mally take a few years to do in the 
industry, partly because we are con-
fi ned to working in such a small 
space,” Miller said of the device 
which measures about 2 inches by 
2 inches by 4 inches. “It’s been well 
thought out in advance.”

The team from Maranatha is 
working to develop a CO2 device 
to improve oxygen output while 
reducing the size and weight of the 
unit.

“It’s a critical function on subma-

Yuletide miracle
Christmas fi ction brings non-fi ction joy 
as homeless man reunited with family

Willard Parker, a homeless man from 
Asheville, N.C., has reconnected with 
his family after someone recognized him 
from the cover of Kathi Macias’ new book, 
“Unexpected Christmas Hero.”

See MIRACLE, page 2

Maranatha Christiana High School student Chris Knutson and his father, Mike, look at a CO2 device that Chris and his 
teammates developed for the International Space Station. The device will be launched into space in March.

Christian school club develops device to send to space 

See SCHOOL, page 22

Raising up Cain
Local activist shares personal journey 
in hopes of thwarting abortion

Active in promoting biblical citizenship within churches, Dran Reese is a popular 
speaker about the Christian worldview. Her own life, from being a child of rape 
and having multiple abortions, is a remarkable story of redemption.

January 22, 2013 marks the 
40th anniversary of the Supreme 
Court’s 7-2 Roe v. Wade decision 
legalizing abortion in America. 50 
million unborn babies have been 
killed in the past four decades.

“He came and literally pulled her 
by the hair and, at gunpoint. raped 
her. I am the product of that rape. 
Three months later he died of a 
heart attack. That’s how I came into 
the world.”

This is the confession of Dran Re-
ese, the Rancho Santa Fe resident 
who founded the Salt & Light Coun-
cil, a biblical citizenship group that 

See REESE, page 5
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■ Flexible care packages tailored to meet your needs and lifestyle

■ Caregivers screened, tested, licensed, bonded, insured

■ LVN on staff: medication management, wound care

■ Transportation, errands, meal preparation, 
light housework

■ Specialists in Alzheimer’s, Dementia and 
Parkinson’s care.

858.270.1700 ■ www.sandiego.comforcare.com
4907 Morena Blvd., Suite 1410 · San Diego, CA 92117

You can count on ComForcare and you can count on our people

In-home Care Services 
to elderly and disabled 
clients and their families

Caring, compassionate, and professional. Serving San Diego / La Jolla since 2004

Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who 
have suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided. $49,000.00/yr. per 
couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for. These live-in positions also 
provide medical/dental benefits, paid holidays, and paid vacation. A couple will be 
allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.

Call 1-800-404-5516, ext. 213

Do you have a heart for abused children?
                              These children need you!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - COUPLES NEEDED

God hand-crafted me in my 
mother’s womb. Psalm 139:13-18

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A VERY SPECIAL

OPEN HOUSE
Prayer  Tours  Memorial

CAPS and ECPCC 

provide life-affi rming 

alternatives to abortion, 

and equip parents 

with valuable skills, 

relationships and support.

Sunday, January 20
1:00 - 3:00 PM

College Area Pregnancy 
Services (SDSU)

6663 El Cajon Blvd., Ste. L
San Diego 92115

619.337.8080
www.capsonline.org

Sunday, January 20
1:00 - 3:00 PM

College Area Pregnancy 
Services (Pacifi c Beach)

1856 Garnet Ave.
San Diego 92109

858.866-0484
www.capsonline.org

Sunday, January 27
1:00 - 4:00 PM

East County 
Pregnancy Care Clinic

677 S. Magnolia Ave.
El Cajon 92020

619.442.4357
www.ecpcc.org

lease. In preparation for the book’s 
release her publisher, New Hope 
Publishers, contacted Michael Lê, 
a member of its cover design team, 
to photograph a “model” for the 
cover. Macias talked to Lê by phone, 
giving him a general description 
of the homeless Vietnam veteran 
profi led in her book. Later, while 
in Asheville, N.C., Lê and his wife, 
Christine, found the perfect subject 
for the cover.

“They were looking for someone 
who might resemble this person 
I described to them, and they 
looked up and there he was in 
front of them,” Macias said of the 
incident. “They said it was like God 
dropped this man out of heaven 
and said, ‘here he is.’ It was amaz-
ing because he was the right age, he 
had the beard, he had the clothes, 
everything looked like the man in 
the book.”

As the homeless man, Willard 
Parker, was signing the photo 
release for the photographer he 
mentioned to Lê that he agreed 
to the photo shoot in hopes of 

fi nding his estranged family, whom 
he had lost contact with several 
years earlier.

“That tugged at my heart strings 
when they called and told me that,” 
Macias, a former journalist, said.

Looking for family
Macias then launched an Inter-

net campaign posting the photo 
on as many websites as she could 
in hopes of helping Parker to 
fi nd his family. Three weeks later, 
Amber Hayes, one of Parker’s two 
daughters, received a call from a 
friend who said her father was on 
the cover of a book. 

“I didn’t believe them,” Hayes, 
a resident of Hohenwald, Tenn., 
said of her friend’s claim. “I was 
like, ‘whatever.’ I Googled it and 
sure enough, it was him. I was hys-
terical. I started crying. I called my 
mom. I called my sister. I couldn’t 
believe it. I hadn’t seen him in a 
while, and he looked very weak 
in that picture.”

Hayes said she had spent several 
years trying to track her father, 
who disappeared after the 2004 
death of his adopted father. 

“I think what he did was he gave 
up,” she said in a phone interview. 
“I called several places. I called 
the jails to see if he was incarcer-
ated for being at the riverbanks. 
I called the homeless shelters up 
there. I either called the wrong 
one at the wrong time, or he was 
there but not when I would call.”

The mother of two young chil-
dren said she was amazed that 
she was able to reconnect with 
her father through what seemed 
to be a random series of events.

“I was blown away,” Hayes said. 
“I would never have thought that 
any part of my family would be on 
a cover of a book or that anything 
like this would ever happened to 

us. I was excited and fi lled with 
all types of emotions.”

After contacting her mother 
and sister with the news, Hayes’ 
mother traveled to Asheville and 
brought Parker, who is sick with 
leukemia, back to her Toledo, 
Ohio home.

“She rode down one of the main 
strips where the homeless stay in 
North Carolina,” Hayes said. “He 
was actually just walking down the 
road. She thought it looked like 
him, pulled over and sure enough 
it was him.”

Planning a reunion
Parker’s daughters have spoken 

to him by phone and hope to 
have a face-to-face reunion in the 
coming weeks. Hayes just started 
a new job as a certifi ed nurse as-
sistant and is limited in time off. 
Her sister, who lives in Georgia, 
also needs to work out logistics 
for getting to Ohio.

“After I talked to him the main 
thing was to have all of us together, 
all the grandbabies, because of the 
leukemia,” Hayes said. “He knows 
or he feels like he may not be 
around for many more.”

Macias said she is working to 

expedite that meeting and has a 
donation link on her website.

“You look at this from the begin-
ning, and it just had God’s fi nger-
prints all over it,” the author said. 
“Even the photographer said that, 
and he’s a former atheist. That’s 
what is so exciting. Now he sees 
God in everything.”

As the backstory has emerged, 
Macias admits numerous people 
have suggested the events have the 
feel of a Hallmark movie.

“Everybody keeps telling me 
that,” she said. “This really needs 
to be a made-for-TV movie. It’s 
just a heartstring story. There are 
a couple of people sniffi ng around, 
nosing around about that same 
thing, saying you know, that really 
sounds like a movie. So we’ll have 
to see what happens. Who knows 
how God is going to use this? He 
never ceases to amaze me.”

As for the original story of “Un-
expected Christmas Hero,” you’ll 
just have to read the book, which 
in mid-December was named the 
2012 Book of the Year by booksand-
authors.net.

For more information, visit www.
kathimacias.com.

MIRACLE…
Continued from page 1

Author Kathi Macias does television 
interview for the Canadian TV show 
100 Huntley St. in June. Since 
then, her latest book “Unexpected 
Christmas Hero” was released.

MONTEREY — Spirit West Coast 
will return to Monterey the fi rst 
weekend in August after taking a 
year off. Del Mar, which hosted the 
event in 2012, will be back in the ro-
tation for 2014.

“It’s exciting to know that the 
Monterey event will return to La-
guna Seca in 2013,” said Dave 
Martinez, director of Operations 
and Administration for the festival, 
which is produced by Celebration 
Concerts. “Now the booking starts, 
trying to fi nd just the right acts for 
the three days of programming.”

Early acts booked for the Aug. 1 

to 3 festival include the new Audio 
Adrenaline with lead singer Kevin 
Max, Newsboys, Tenth Avenue 
North, Matthew West, The City 
Harmonic, Manafest, Esterlyn and 
Moriah Peters. 

Motivational speaker Reggie Dabbs, 
who specializes in talks on choices, will 
take the stage one night. 

Comedians Bob Smiley and Ste-
phen P. are also on the docket.

More acts will be signed in the 
coming weeks.

For more information, visit www.
spiritwestcoast.org.

Spirit West Coast to host summer 
festival in Monterey, not Del Mar

The newly re-formed Audio Adrenaline with Kevin Max has been named a 
headliner for Spirit West Coast to be held in Monterey Aug. 1 to 3.
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By Ron Prentice

Get ready for it! Another vote on 
marriage’s defi nition is coming to 
Californians, physician-assisted suicide 
may be returning in a legislative bill, 
and the number of abortionists may 
grow exponentially in California.

With apologies for bringing you 
this news, the scenario is real, as 
one political party now holds two-

thirds of the seats in both the Cali-
fornia Assembly and Senate, and 
that party favors homosexual mar-
riage and discounts the value of hu-
man life. With a two-thirds majority, 
commonly called a supermajority, 
decisions on whether bills live or 
die in California’s Legislature will 
take place at breakneck speed 
through the required committees 
and, if still alive, votes on the fl oor.

Legislative update

Prepare for action-packed Legislature at hands of supermajority
A supermajority also permits a pro-

posed measure to be effortlessly placed 
on the next election ballot, bypassing 
the tremendous cost—usually averag-
ing $2 million—of acquiring hundreds 
of thousands of signatures from reg-
istered voters. California’s initiative 
process has given citizens opportunity 
to create laws via direct democracy, and 
Proposition 8, passed by the people in 
2008, is a result of this process, placing 
the traditional defi nition of marriage 
between a man and a woman into the 
state’s constitution, as the Legislature 
was unwilling to do.

Since the day after Proposition 8 
was passed, the vote of the people 
on marriage has been under attack 
in state and federal court, winning 
a quick and strong decision from 
the California Supreme Court on 
the authority of the people and the 
constitutionality of the defi nition. 
Just prior to that decision came a 
suit fi led in the federal courts, and 
after disappointing but expected 
defeats in the federal district court 
and the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, Proposition 8 will now be 
heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The Proposition 8 Legal Defense 
team has targeted the Supreme 
Court as its ultimate destination 
since the very fi rst suit was fi led 
against the measure, and a positive 
decision by the court is expected to 
come in early summer, again up-
holding the will of the people and 
the time-tested institution of man-
woman marriage.

However, the existence of a Dem-
ocrat supermajority suggests the 
impending return of the defi nition 
of marriage to the California bal-
lot, due to several elected leaders’ 

being activists for the homosexual 
agenda, and pressure from many 
pro-homosexual individuals and 
groups who have made signifi cant 
fi nancial investments in these lead-
ers’ election campaigns. Now, these 
groups expect the supermajority to 
do their fi ghting for them, placing 
a same-sex marriage amendment 
on the ballot with relative ease.  

Challenge to life
Similarly, hotly contested bills 

concerning human life may return 
once again to the legislative docket. 
For example, over many years and 
many legislative sessions there have 
been attempts to make the practice 
of physician-assisted suicide the law 
of the state. Each time, a staunch 
coalition of diverse interests has 
successfully defeated the bills from 
passage. That coalition remains as 
strong as ever, and research on as-
sisted suicide also favors barring 
the practice, as treatments for pain 
have proven life-changing, and 
in states and countries where as-
sisted suicide has been legal, there 
is evidence of pressure from gov-
ernment and corporate forces to 
expand assisted suicide to include 
mentally ill and disabled persons.

Last year, a bill pushed for the 
expansion of abortion to include 
nurse practitioners, nurse mid-
wives and physician assistants, but 
it was dropped as it encountered 
trouble passing out of committee. 
This trouble was due in large part 
to pressure from the grassroots and 
clergy on targeted legislative com-
mittee members. The bill’s stated 
intention was to provide abortion 
access in closer proximity to rural 

areas, but the truth is that few phy-
sicians are willing to participate in 
the practice of abortion, and the 
“industry” is suffering because of it. 

Never before in any state of the coun-
try have the requirements for medical 
training been reduced in order to per-
mit expansion of abortion, and nurse 
practitioners, midwives or physician 
assistants in California do not practice 
surgery. However, this bill would have 
permitted this group of medical per-
sonnel to perform surgical abortions! 
Thanks to the response from pro-life 
leaders and communities, preborn 
babies were protected in the womb.

Pressure needed
Pressure is the only recourse 

to what may be coming from the 
California Legislature. Although 
we would desire for those elected 
to vote according to principles, 
pressure from their constituency is 
more often the primary motivation 
for the votes of many legislators, 
and remaining in offi ce becomes 
their chief cause as soon as they 
take their seat! 

For this reason, take it upon 
yourself to get ready for seasons of 
activity, where you can make a dif-
ference by phoning, writing, fax-
ing and emailing your legislators, 
politely but fi rmly seeking their 
votes to protect family life, preborn 
life and religious freedom in Cali-
fornia. California Family Council’s 
website promises to keep you up-
dated with timelines, talking points, 
and contact information so that 
you will be prepared, to act.

Prentice is chief executive offi cer 
of California Family Council.
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encourages pastors to launch local 
ministries at their churches. The lo-
cal councils train and equip Chris-
tians to support public policy that 
embraces a biblical worldview. In 
addition to life issues, including eu-
thanasia, Salt & Light also supports 
traditional marriage and religious 
freedoms. It also encourages Chris-
tians with strong biblical worldviews 
to run for public offi ce.

Reese said she is coming for-
ward with her personal story now 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Roe 
v. Wade, which legalized abortion. 
She is also sharing her testimony at 
the Jan. 19 San Diego Walk for Life, 
a celebration of life. The event will 
be held from 9 a.m. to noon at Bal-
boa Park. Other prominent speak-
ers include Jim Garlow, senior pas-
tor at Skyline Church, and Walter 
Hoye, an Oakland-based prolife 
advocate who founded the Issues 4 
Life Foundation.

“This (abortion) isn’t what fu-
eled me to get into Salt & Light, 
but it’s what has been drawn out of 
me,” she said. “It’s only made my 
passion for the subject of life more 
intense. But our mission at Salt & 
Light remains the same, to support 
our pastors and train up citizens 
to preserve our Christian Heritage 
before we become overrun by the 
neutering power of political cor-
rectness and ungodly leadership.”

In addition to celebrating life, 
the walk event will also commemo-
rate scientifi c facts that underscore 
that life begins at conception.

“If you don’t know the Bible, this 
is not an issue,” said Reese, who has 
studied the Scriptures at length on 
when life begins. “The Bible says at 
conception. If you are not growing 

By Lori Arnold

On her road to spiritual recov-
ery from abortion and the stigma 
of knowing she was conceived at 
gunpoint at the hands of her fa-
ther, Dran Reese often wondered 
why the church didn’t do more to 
address the sin of abortion and 
the silent sorrow carried by many 
women and men sitting in the 
pews.

“It’s unfortunate that the 
church doesn’t help women go 
through this,” she said. “There are 
more women in these churches 
that are wounded warriors from 
abortion than the church even 
really knows. Perfectly wonderful 
people, and yet nothing has been 
said in any churches that I have 
been to about helping women—
and men—post-abortive.”

Then it dawned on her. 
If she hadn’t shared her per-

sonal story with her own pastor, 
many others probably hadn’t 
done so either.

“There’s more that needs to be 
done at the church level, but it’s a 
very hard subject for a lot of men 
as pastors to endeavor to take on 
as an issue,” said Reese, founder 
of the Salt & Light Council, which 
equips local churches to be ac-
tive in public policy issues from a 
biblical worldview. “But it would 
be redeeming. Can you imagine 
churches across America taking 
one Sunday to go bury the sins of 

abortion and bury the sins of the 
church. Wouldn’t that be amaz-
ing?”

The concept of burial played an 
integral part in Reese’s own heal-
ing from her pre-salvation abor-
tions.

“The Lord said to me, ‘Yes, 
you have been redeemed. I have 
forgiven you, but now you have 
to give them the dignity and the 
honor of being a life and name 
them.’ So the Lord revealed to me 
their names. Then, after that, He 
said, ‘Now you are going to have 
to bury them.’” 

Reese, who was born again later 
in life, said she only became in-
volved in the prolife movement 
after spending years studying 
what the Bible had to say on the 
subject.

“Getting involved in the pro-
life movement didn’t occur until 
after I was married, had my own 
children and pretty much became 
an empty nester and was able to 
redeem all those years that the lo-
custs had stolen,” Reese said.

“The reason that I’m intently 
interested in living out the rest 
of my life as a bondservant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is because I grew 
up in a dysfunctional family. I am 
one of most of the people in this 
nation anymore. It seems most 
families today are considerably 
dysfunctional and children are 
raised, like me, in single-parent 
households. God makes sense of 

the dysfunction, and He became 
my greatest psychologist.”

Cognizant of not wanting to 
malign the church, Reese said 
she believes pastors must become 
more proactive in addressing the 
issue of abortion before Christian-
ity becomes weighted down by its 
own inaction.

“We are now training up the 
next generation of disciples to 
know and love the Word of God 
so much that it actually trans-
forms their hearts into action,” 
she said. 

One of her focuses with Salt & 
Light is empowering pastors to 
use their pulpits to impact cul-
ture, whether the issue is ethics, 
integrity, abortion, traditional 
marriage or religious freedoms. 
Repentance and prayer are key 
tools used by the ministry.

“When the pastors in the 
churches are not speaking up 
about the truth of the moral is-
sues or helping the people to 
engage and to know what their 
responsibility is in preserving this 
nation and its Christian heritage 
and how important it is to teach 
the next generation, we get the 
type of society that we have where 
millions of babies are aborted on 
a frequent basis,” she said. “It’s 
not OK.”

For information about the 
Salt & Light Council, visit www.
saltandlightcouncil.org.

Churches called to ‘bury’ sin 
of abortion, pursue healing

up with regular, solid teaching from 
the Bible, you will buy whatever 
the television tells you or whatever 
school, peers or Planned Parent-
hood will tell you. The Bible teach-
es abstinence and simple character 
development called ‘self-restraint.’”

Out on a limb
Reese said that by coming forward 

with her own story, she hopes others 
will be compelled to choose life.

“I don’t know where this will lead 
or if it’s going to be received well 
by opening up,” she said. “I don’t 
know. I’m in a very vulnerable posi-
tion right now.”

Although her father’s death be-
fore her birth removed the most 
immediate threat to the family, 
Reese’s mother continued to make 
bad choices when it came to men. 
The family moved from place to 
place as dysfunction fueled the fam-
ily while their mother soaked her 
pain in alcohol. Reese, saddled with 
the responsibility of caring for her 
older disabled sister, remembers 
spending some nights going from 
bar to bar looking for her mother.

“My mom just went along for 
the ride, and I became the silent 
victim,” she said of her childhood. 
“I’m a child. I don’t have a voice. 
I’m trusting that my mother is go-
ing to take care of me.” 

In yet another attempt to leave their 
desperate home life, a still-young Reese 
discovered that her mother’s boyfriend 
had rummaged through the packed 
car and stolen her piggy bank. Reese 
discovered the theft when she went 
to retrieve it to buy gasoline for her 
mother. Angry and humiliated the 
little girl vowed she would never be 
poor again.

Promise fulfi lled
As a young adult Reese landed 

a high-paying modeling job in the 
garment industry, enjoying the 

REESE…
Continued from page 1

fast-paced perks that came with it. 
Though she distrusted men, she fell 
into the common trap of abused 
children—confusing sex with love.

Even though her mother chose 
life during her pregnancy, Reese 
was aware that her mother had trav-
eled to Mexico once for a pre-Roe 
v. Wade abortion. 

“So abortion is generational in our 
family,” Reese said. “I believed whatever 
TV taught. I believed that abortion, if 
it was now made legal, was legal. The 
majority of people said so. It’s now legal, 
so I guess it’s OK. I didn’t know that 
you go to church to learn the truth. 
Nobody taught me that’s where you 
go to learn the truth.”

So Reese followed the dictates of 
what she knew—culture—ending 
several pregnancies through abortion.

“The pain is more real 30 years later 
than it was at the time, because you 
are young, you are foolish, you are in 
denial, you don’t get it.” Reese said. 
“Then you have your own kids ,and 
you start to see the reality. Then you 
start to gather God’s heart, when you 
look upon your own children and start 
to see yourself in a different light—as 
His servant, not your own, and then 
you realize how you have grieved the 
soul of God. 

“So I have no choice, really, but to 
bare my soul and, by doing this, I hope, 
that there will be someone out there 
who will decide not to have an abortion 
because they will suffer 30 years down 
the road more than they suffer now.”

Yet, in the midst of a childhood and 
young adult years fraught with pain and 
hopelessness, redemption emerged 
through an unlikely and simple prayer. 

“I was as much a sinner as so many 
others in this nation are who are godless 
and walk without a proper upbringing,” 
Reese said. “I did not grow up going to 
church. We didn’t talk about the Bible. 
In fact, they mocked people who went 
to church as ‘just those sheep’ that 
follow because they are so ignorant 

that they need someone to follow. I 
thought people who went to church 
were ignorant and weak. I know now 
that they are weak in bended knee and 
know they need help only a Savior can 
provide.”

Becoming one of ‘them’
Tired of the fl oundering and 

meaningless relationships, Reese 
entered the world of those she once 
mocked. 

“That’s where I did the unthink-
able: I began to pray. I had never 
ever prayed in my life,” she said.

She asked God to provide the 
man of her dreams, and in ex-
change she vowed to follow Him 
the rest of her days. She wrote the 
prayer on an index  card, carried 
it with her and used it for “breath” 
prayers. She began attending adult 
child of alcoholics meetings and 
doing moral assessments.

When the Lord introduced her to 
Dean Reese, the man of her dreams, 
the Bonnie Raitt song “Nick of Time” 
was playing in the background. The 
couple has been married 21 years and 
has three children.

It was the beginning of Reese’s 
redemption story.

“This is hard, really, really hard, 
because I’m a sinner through and 
through and I’m not proud of it,” 
she said, tears choking her words. 
“But I also cuddle that wounded 
child knowing that God cried every 
single time. God knew that all that 
child needed—like so many others 
need—is direction. The kindest 
thing you can do for another hu-
man being is give them discipline 
and wisdom—the Word of the 
Lord.

“The redemptive power of Christ 
is that I know that I am clean be-
fore the Lord. I have admitted the 
worst sin that I have committed, 
the largest sin that I had has been 
fully exposed and lifted up to the 
Lord through the power of His Son 
Jesus Christ for which I am com-
pletely forgiven. Now it’s my turn 
to return to this next generation a 
better world and part of that is mak-
ing sure the next generation under-
stands that they have been lied to 
for the past 40 years.”

Answers in Scripture
For her own part, Reese said she 

began to unravel the lie while do-
ing intense scriptural studies on the 
issue of life, including digging into 
the Bible’s fi rst murder—Cain kill-
ing his brother Abel.

When God confronts Cain about 
the missing Abel, Cain tries to de-
fl ect his own blame by asking God, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”

“The Lord said, ‘His blood cries 
out from the ground,’” Reese said. 
“Now at that point Cain has the op-
portunity to say, ‘Yes, I did that and 
I’m sorry,’ but he was arrogant and 
prideful, and, as if the Lord didn’t 
notice, he turned his back on his 
sin. So the Lord marked him and 
he went to wander the earth as a 
marked man. 

“I believe that there are many women 
who are marked, wandering the earth. 
And that blood, by the way, cries out 
from the ground. Over 50 million ba-
bies are crying out from the ground, 
and their tears are uprooting this na-
tion and the world. I believe that until 
the church admits and begins to help 
in this area, the veil will stay over the 
body of Christ.”

Reese said her heart is for pas-
tors to recognize how prevalent this 
issue is for women—and men. Be-
cause of the stigma, many Christian 
women suffer in silence, she said.

“I believe truly that part of the 
reason that the church itself has 
been rendered irrelevant in the cul-
ture is because it doesn’t deal with 
relevant issues, and abortion is one 
of them,” the activist said. “There 
are so many wandering souls, as in 
Cain and Abel, wandering without 
proper direction in the church. I 
believe the church needs to bury its 
sins and symbolically, literally, have 
a burial ceremony and allow some 
of those women to draw closer to 
the Lord because the church has 
given them permission to feel loved 
and cared for not, embarrassed and 
humiliated.”

For more information about the 
walk, visit www.sandiegowalkfor-
life.com.
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It all happens so fast … life, op-
portunities, relationships, chal-
lenges, adventures and often un-
expected joy. With all of the things 
swirling around us everyday it’s no 
surprise that we often fi nd our-
selves overwhelmed, stressed out 
and in a position where we ask, 
“What just happened here? Did I 
miss something?”

This is the time of year when 
we’re mostly into refl ection, reso-
lutions, promises and hopes, yet 
all the usual trappings of personal 
New Year’s organization and goal-
setting are too often lost and for-
gotten by the end of January.

Moving forward, it doesn’t get 
any easier to handle this “life stuff” 
either. There is more uncertainty 
at nearly every turn in our world. 
Much that seemed “normal” just a 
few years ago is still anything but 
that. Maybe the “new normal” re-
ally is, well, this.  

The annual holiday season es-
cape from reality didn’t work its 
magic quite as well this time around, 
at least for me. Maybe that’s due to 
busy schedules and moods, but I 

can’t remember a period between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas that 
zipped by so speedily and was so 
chock-full of more non-stop news 
that tugs at the heart or frustrates 
and angers beyond comparison.  

Think about some stories woven 
through the last few weeks: The 
mood in a post-election, more di-
vided America. Trying to keep from 
falling off of the “fi scal cliff.” More 
political fi nger-pointing. The Con-
necticut school shooting, North Ko-
rean missile tests. Syria. Iran. Egypt. 
A dramatically intensifi ed situation 
for the people of Israel ... and so 
much more.

Then there are daily stories of local 
incidents, often including additional 
accidents or mayhem. All are just as 
disruptive, with ripple effects beyond 
the immediate people involved, yet 
most events never get the national at-
tention that causes politicians to hold 
press conferences, appoint leaders to 
new committees and designate money 
to be raised in search of new answers 
and solutions.  

As we remember back to last 
year at this time, let’s recall how, 

no matter what our 
plans were then…and 
where we hoped the 
year 2012 was headed 
… things didn’t always 
turn out that way. All 
the goal setting and 
piles of temporal reso-
lutions can’t change 
reality, every day. Life 
is full of the unex-
pected.

It’s a saga that goes 
on with the regularity of the beat 
of a metronome. Experts come 
and go, giving us the latest “solu-
tions” to the latest problems, only 
to have the cycle continue. That’s 
life, that’s what all the people say 
(as the old song lyric goes).

But life speeds by so quickly. Sud-
denly the holidays will be back, and 
we’ll repeat a version of the time-
worn line, “Where has the time 
gone?”  Then we’ll experience this 
process all over again.

Hearkening back
Finding a few moments of soli-

tude in December, I noticed a ref-

erence on something 
my Mom made for 
us a few Christmases 
back. Or so I assumed 
it was “a few” years 
ago.  When I looked 
closely on the fl ip side 
of a festive “Noel” pil-
low, she noted “Love, 
1992.”

1992—Twenty years 
ago!  A red, white and 
green festive reminder 

of fl eeting time and daily life. It 
dawned on me that when she made 
that she was about the age I am today. 
In another 20 I’ll be where she is 
now (still very young of course). The 
reference points are diffi cult to truly 
comprehend.

My mind wandered back through 
that time, and when I put into per-
spective … job changes, kids mile-
stones, travel, pop culture shifts 
… it became clear that so much is 
packed into two decades.

That makes it seem not-so-fast.

Making the best
Still, I can’t help contemplating 

how the next 20 years will go. 
That’s a little scary to think about 

when most Americans now try to fo-
cus on the “now” … and make it to 
the weekend. Some days feel a week 
long for many people.

These days it’s the day itself that 
counts. It’s about making the best 
of what we’ve been given in every 24 
hours. We try to prudently plan for 
the future, but we are supposed to 
live each day fully. And in the midst of 
the news—good, bad and occasionally 
ugly—we are to rest in the knowledge 
that God is in control.  

In that truth alone, we are able 
to have the confi dence in know-
ing that, as time fl ies by faster than 
ever, we can face the always unex-
pected future. We can also fi nd so 
many bits of joy in every moment, 
no matter what. 

Larson is a veteran Southern Cali-
fornia radio/television personality 
and media consultant. His voice is 
heard on KPRZ 1210AM, and his 
weekday talkshow airs mornings 6-9 
on KCBQ 1170AM. Email: mark@
marklarson.com. 

…“breakthrough” thinking 
often comes from creative 
people. They see the world 
differently.

Van safety and private schools
The church van article by Lori 

Arnold  (December 2012) is an 
excellent focus on a very real safe-
ty concern. However, there is a 
follow-up concern that should be 
mentioned: small private Christian 
schools.  

The article lists churches and 
colleges as being at-risk, but many 
private Christian schools transport 
middle school and high school 
teams to sporting events with these 
vans on a regular basis.  

In California, any vehicle de-
signed to carry more than nine 
persons that is being used to 
transport any K-12 students, is 
automatically designated as a 
“school bus.” Even a 12-passen-
ger van which carries only six 
students still falls in this catego-
ry, though many schools think 
that doing so bypasses the law. 

Drivers of such vehicles have 
even more stringent requirements 
than those listed in the article, be-

cause they are offi cially functioning 
as a “school bus driver.” 

David Contreras
Riverside, Calif.

Misleading on gay marriage 
Dana Milbank of The Washington 

Post wants people to believe what 
isn’t true. He exaggerates national 
consensus on gay marriage and by 
slight-of-hand gives the impression 
that the states that have legalized 
gay marriage have done so by a vote 
of the people. Instead, most of the 
nine states forced gay marriage on 
the people by judicial coercion. 
Thirty states rejected gay marriage 
by referendum and added amend-
ments to their constitutions defi n-
ing marriage as between a man and 
a woman. 

If you disagree, prepare to be 
denigrated and mocked as Nean-
derthal and Medieval. Why do peo-
ple allow such school-yard bullying 
to push them into acquiescing to a 
militant agenda to force a sexual 

lifestyle on others?
We must see through the empty 

rhetoric. This isn’t about the rights 
of consenting adults to do what 
they wish sexually. They have those 
rights. This is about militant insis-
tence changing the defi nition of 
marriage to conform to the sexual 
choices of 2 percent of the people. 

If we legalize gay marriage as a 
civil right, it will open a social and 
legal Pandora’s box. Citizens will 
not be permitted to morally oppose 
homosexual behavior without risk-
ing accusations of discrimination 
and racism. Just look north to the 
debacle Canada has created.

Teaching people to treat each 
other with respect is a much better 
alternative to forced affi rmation. 
Tolerance is about treating others 
with respect when you disagree 
with them. Telling people they’re 
not permitted to disagree is coer-
cion, not tolerance.

Pastor Steve Cornell
Millersville, Penn.

Everyone loves what 
creative people do, 
but many fi nd their 
lifestyles and behavior 
a little strange. Just 
hire an advertising 
agency or glance at 
MTV to confi rm that 
there are some pretty 
odd, creative people 
out there. But for or-
ganizations to reach 
their real potential, 
we have to learn to maximize our 
creativity, and cultivate our rela-
tionships with original thinkers. 

There’s no question that creative 
people are wired differently. Their 
perception of the world, their re-
actions to events and even the way 
they sleep is often dramatically 
different from most. Therefore, 
much of that behavior comes out 
of biological differences. So trying 
to change their behavior is often a 
futile and impossible task.

They even have different priori-

ties. Instead of politi-
cal battles over a cor-
ner offi ce, access to 
the boss or a bigger 
title, creative people 
are more interested in 
the color of their of-
fi ce, or being able to 
listen to music while 
they work. 

Few creative people 
care about the same 
things other workers 

care about. Creative people see 
different ways to achieve the same 
goals. When it comes to nonprofi ts 
and religious organizations, most 
pastors or ministry leaders want to 
achieve goals, but often they are 
overly concerned about how to 
reach the goal. They are interested 
in rules, procedures, and paper-
work. One Christian TV station ex-
ecutive I know has a “fl ow chart” for 
the station that looks remarkably 
like Dante’s Journey Through Hell. 
Just reading it gives me the chills.

On the other hand, creative people 
are just as driven, but much less con-
cerned about “how” they reach the goal. 
That’s why “breakthrough” thinking 
often comes from creative people. They 
see the world differently, and are more 
concerned about achieving the goal 
than rigid, specifi c ways to get there.

The fact is—if you have creative 
people in your offi ce, you need to make 
a conscious effort to deal with them 
differently. Here’s a few suggestions:

1. Within reason, don’t let their 
habits, appearance or style bother 
you. Sure—there are unavoidable 
offi ce rules for smoking, suggestive 
clothing, breaks, etc… But if it’s not 
absolutely critical to the mission of 

the church or ministry, cut them 
some slack! Let them have a little 
fun with their hairstyle or clothes, 
and you’ll see their motivation dra-
matically increase.

2. Give them fl exibility in their 
schedules. Who cares if they do 
their best work at night? In most 
creative functions, you can easily 
measure their output and the qual-
ity of the work, so worry less about 
how many hours they put into it. As 
long as they keep up and are do-
ing great work, what does it matter 
when they do it?

3. Learn the art of compliments 
and motivation. Most creative peo-

ple are easily hurt by criticism—
it’s part of their make-up. But if 
you can compliment and motivate 
them, you won’t believe how the 
level of work will improve. Remem-
ber—a carrot always works better 
than a stick.

4. Finally—learn to value creativity. If 
we’re going to impact this culture with 
a message of hope, we need the most 
creative people doing their best work. 
Can your church, ministry or organiza-
tion do things in a more creative way? 
Are you reaching this generation in a 
language and style they understand? 
Are you always on the lookout for 
creative people to help you achieve 
your vision?

Learn to manage creative peo-
ple, then stand back and watch the 
difference it makes.

Cooke is a Ph.D, producer and 
media strategist. His new book 
is “Branding Faith: Why Some 
Churches and Non-Profi ts Impact 
the Culture and Others Don’t” by 
Regal Publishing. Find out more at 
philcooke.com.

Managing creative people: Are they a little crazy?
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Explaining evil in Newtown
Trying to explain an evil act like 

the one that killed 20 children and 
six adults at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, Conn., is 
on a par with explaining how the 
universe was formed.  

The natural human reaction af-
ter extending sympathy and prayers 
for the victims and their families 
is to ask what actions might have 
been taken to prevent the massa-
cre. More gun laws? Connecticut al-
ready has some of the strictest gun 
laws in the nation. Those laws did 
not prevent a man with evil intent 
from carrying out his heinous act.  

Some will blame TV and video 
game violence. Depictions of mur-
der and other violent acts on TV 
and in the movies have grown in re-
cent years, but people killed people 
long before TV and movies. Such 
explanations are too easy.  

Would armed guards at Sandy 

Hook have helped? 
Possibly, but do we 
want guards at every 
elementary school, 
patrolling not only the 
halls, but playgrounds 
where kids ought to be 
able to play in an at-
mosphere of fun and 
freedom? That may be 
where we are headed.  

What about locked 
doors? Sandy Hook’s doors were 
reportedly secured, but the shooter 
still managed to somehow gain ac-
cess.  

As much as humans have tried 
for millennia to prevent evil acts, we 
have not succeeded. In the modern 
era, Woodrow Wilson believed his 
League of Nations would usher in 
peace on Earth, if not goodwill to 
men. The United Nations followed 
that aborted experiment. The U.N. 

has been equally un-
successful in prevent-
ing the slaughter of 
innocents and other 
evil acts.  

Political leaders 
not usually identifi ed 
with spiritual con-
cepts are making use 
of the word “evil’ in 
accurately describing 
what happened in 

Newtown. We hear calls for prayers 
from politicians committed to the 
separation of church and state. 
Whether it is Columbine, Virginia 
Tech, Tucson, Aurora, Ft. Hood, 
Oklahoma City or the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks, evil seems to have gained 
a foothold in America.  

Not every parent with a child in 
public school has the option of home-
schooling, but that is something they 
might want to consider if they want 

to create a completely safe environ-
ment. Even private schools can’t offer 
full protection from a deranged mind 
hell-bent on carnage.  

More information about the kill-
er will surface in the days to come, 
but even if we learn he was psychot-
ic and off his medication, that will 
not satisfy our communal anger or 
anguish. It will not explain evil. It 
will not explain why 26 innocent 
lives were lost.  

The way to deal with evil is to fi rst 
acknowledge that it exists and that 
we all possess the potential for it. 
We don’t become evil by what we 
do, but because of who we are. We 
are human beings, not God. We are 
not “basically good,” as some claim, 
we are imperfect and fall far short 
of any true standard of perfection.  

Evil is a “pre-existing condition.” 
In some it is controlled by an inner 
compass, or by laws and cultural 

constraints. When it is not, we get 
Sandy Hook and tragedies like it. 
We get what we do not understand 
and cannot begin to fathom.  

There may be no greater expression 
of evil than the murder of children in 
their classrooms. In calling for prayers, 
offi cials have taken an important fi rst 
step in combating evil, but a larger 
question should be asked. Perhaps 
theologians, pastors, priests and rabbis 
are the ones to ask it, but permit me 
a suggestion.  

If there is a source of evil, is there 
also a source of good? And if there 
is, has that source for good been 
offended by all of the accumulated 
evil we are piling up, affording it an 
upper hand?  

As a friend of mine says, “Not a 
sermon, just a thought.”  

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.  

The battle over human dignity is 
waged not just at the local abortion 
clinic or crisis pregnancy center, 
nor merely in the halls of Congress 
or the Supreme Court. It is also car-
ried out in our choice of words.

The war on the sanctity of human 
life relies on bullets of deception 
and warheads of untruth—in short, 
on what George Orwell called “po-
litical language,” which he said “is 
designed to make lies sound truth-
ful and murder respectable, and to 
give an appearance of solidity to 
pure wind.”

Those who support the legal kill-
ing of unborn human beings in the 
womb have used political language 
for decades, cloaking their morally 
indefensible position in innocuous-
sounding terms such as “choice” 
and “women’s health”—hoping the 
rest of us will forget about the sta-
tus and rights of the other person 

directly affected in the abortion 
transaction—namely the fetus.

For any who express the slight-
est qualms about the unborn, these 
political language manipulators 
are quick to deny the humanity or 
personhood of the fetus, calling it 
a “lump of tissue,” a “product of 
conception,” or even a “potential 
person”! Thus, by their choice of 
vocabulary, they attempt to subvert 
thought and the normal human 
compassion we would feel for the 
50 million defenseless human be-
ings legally aborted—make that 
snuffed out—in their mothers’ 
wombs since Roe v. Wade in 1973.

But it’s hard to keep up the verbal 
sleight of hand all the time. A case 
in point is the considerable elation 
over the news that Kate Middleton, 
the Duchess of Cambridge, is carry-
ing a child. That’s right, a child, not 
a “product of conception”!

We are told that her 
“baby” will be third 
in line to the throne, 
behind only Prince 
William and Prince 
Charles. I’m not the 
only one to have no-
ticed the unusual de-
scriptions of the royal 
baby in the press.

One bemused ob-
server is a British 
blogger who goes by the tongue-
in-cheek pseudonym “Archbishop 
Cranmer,” referencing the 16th-
century Protestant divine who 
was executed during the reign of 
Queen Mary on the charge of her-
esy.

Noting the excitement in Brit-
ish society about the child who is 
“destined to ascend the throne,” 
the modern “Archbishop Cran-
mer” points out the slip of so many 

tongues. “Surely such 
‘pro-choice’ news-
papers and journals 
(and people) should 
be talking about a 
bunch of pluripotent 
stem cells, an embryo 
or a foetus?” he asks. 
“For reports suggest 
that the Duchess is 
still in her fi rst trimes-
ter, so this is not yet 

a baby; and certainly nothing with 
any kind of destiny. At this stage, 
surely, it is a non-person, just like 
the other 201,931 non-persons 
who last year were evacuated from 
wombs in England, Scotland and 
Wales.”

The Brits are clearly—and right-
ly—treating the royal baby not as a 
clump of cells to be disposed of for 
any reason but as fully human, as a 
person. Yes, friends, the language 

we use matters. Is the life in the 
womb a “product of conception” 
or a person, maybe even a prince 
in waiting?

Philosopher Peter Kreeft says 
that the “personhood of the fetus 
is clearly the crucial issue for abor-
tion, for if the fetus is not a person, 
abortion is not the deliberate kill-
ing of an innocent person.” Kreeft 
adds, “Persons have a ‘right to life’ 
but non-persons (e.g., cells, tissues, 
organs, and animals) do not.”

Friends, our greatest weapon in 
the defense of human dignity is 
not bombs or bullets but the truth. 
Let’s wield it. For as Orwell also 
said, “In a time of deceit telling the 
truth is a revolutionary act.”

© 2012 Prison Fellowship. 
Metaxas is the voice of “Break-
point,” a radio commentary, formerly 
featuring the late Chuck Colson.

The intellectual bankruptcy of the ‘pro-choice’ position

Extraordinary times 
require extraordinary 
leaders. Now is an 
extraordinary time. 
Therefore, the essen-
tial question is, “Will 
you lead?” 

As your fl ock is 
surrounded by in-
creasing darkness 
and ravenous wolves, 
what will you do, dear 
shepherd? Will you 
prepare them, protect them, and 
lead them? 

Our treacherous time in history 
will not permit timid and fearful 
types to lead if our churches are to 
thrive and our once-great nation is 
to survive. These dark days demand 
a very special type of Christian lead-
er, but what does he look like? 

The extraordinary leader inten-
tionally crucifi es his fear of other 
men. Far too many pastors appear 
by their actions—and omissions—
to have a much greater desire to 
please people and maintain man’s 
approval (or a large congregation) 
rather than exhibit a robust com-
mitment to fear and please God. 
The extraordinary leader inten-
tionally purposes to fear God not 
man, and the focus of his preach-
ing is not to soothe or tickle human 
ears as a spiritual therapist with 
only soft words, but rather to boldly 
preach the Truth in love in order 

to uncompromisingly 
advance God’s king-
dom and glory.

 The extraordinary 
leader leads well be-
cause he, in humil-
ity, is himself intimate 
with God and is led 
by God. He has com-
pletely yielded His 
members to Christ. 
And so he believes 
and boldly teaches 

that God’s holy love is expressed 
in the boundaries or moral “fenc-
es” that He has established for our 
own good. He understands that the 
bride of Christ is dying for lack of 
knowledge and nourishes her with 
Truth and love. While he knows 
that there is mounting cultural 
pressure on the church to compro-
mise and water down clear biblical 
moral teaching, he comprehends 
that if we truly love the sinner and 
want what is best for him or her, ap-
peasement of evil and accommoda-
tion of sin is not the answer. 

Therefore, an extraordinary 
leader takes a bold, clear and un-
compromising stand for virtue and 
morality—what is right and good 
and true. He recognizes that both 
morality and immorality have seri-
ous consequences—personally and 
nationally. As John Adams said, 
“Our Constitution was made only 
for a moral and religious people. It 

is wholly inadequate to the govern-
ment of any other.”

Unapologetic gospel
Thus, the extraordinary leader 

preaches the full counsel of God 
unapologetically. He shows us who 
God really is—not just who we want 
Him to be. He reminds us often 
of His sovereignty and His exalted 
Glory. He preaches God’s entire 
nature including His holiness, His 
righteousness, His justice, His pow-
er, His dominion, His hatred of sin 
and the reality of Hell—not just His 
love, grace, mercy and the comforts 
of Heaven. He comprehends that 
God is not just a lamb, He is also 
a Lion. He steadfastly resists the 
feminization of our culture and the 
feminization of God’s character, 
which focuses only on God’s soft 
and soothing attributes. 

A truly extraordinary pastor re-
members that the Great Commis-
sion does not command us to make 
mere converts. He understands 

that his primary responsibility is to 
form mature disciples. He realizes 
that our churches are often weak, 
divided and compromised in part 
because we have focused far too 
much on making comfortable con-
verts and neglected making daring 
disciples. 

Need is immediate
The need is real and growing. 

Many in your congregation are 
desperately hungry for clear, bold, 
courageous and uncompromising 
biblical teaching and leadership. 
They have told me so. For the sake 
of your fl ock, you must lead. There 
is no place or need to apologize, ap-
pease or water down God’s word. 
Start paying much more attention to 
those serious and committed believ-
ers who hunger to be discipled in 
your congregation. Preach to them. 
Lead them. Challenge them. Disci-
ple them. And take the extra time to 
show us how to apply the Scriptures 
to the moral and cultural issues fac-

ing the church today. Extraordinary 
Christian leaders do not preach 
primarily to the lowest common de-
nominator (new or weak Christians) 
out of a false and misleading view of 
God’s love and grace. 

Charles G. Finney, who was greatly 
used in the Second Great Awakening, 
stated in 1873:

“Brethren, our preaching will 
bear its legitimate fruits. If immo-
rality prevails in the land, the fault 
is ours in a great degree. If there is 
a decay of conscience, the pulpit is 
responsible for it. If the public press 
lacks moral discrimination, the pul-
pit is responsible for it. If the church 
is degenerate and worldly, the pulpit 
is responsible for it. If the world los-
es its interest in religion, the pulpit 
is responsible for it. If Satan rules in 
our halls of legislation, the pulpit is 
responsible for it. If our politics be-
come so corrupt that the very foun-
dations of our government are ready 
to fall away, the pulpit is responsible 
for it. Let us not ignore this fact, my 
dear brethren, but let us lay it to 
heart and be thoroughly awake to 
our responsibility in respect to the 
morals of this nation.” 

Commit to action
Biblical knowledge is not 

enough. Teach your fl ock to be 
doers of the Word, not just hear-

A biblical and social manifesto to American pastors

See BROYLES, page 8

…the extraordinary leader 

preaches the full counsel of 

God unapologetically.
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ers. Show us how to rediscover the 
courage of our convictions—to put 
into practice and live out what we 
say that we believe. Remind us that 
obedience is better than sacrifi ce, 
that to hearken is better than the 
fat of rams. 

Evangelical author Joel Rosen-
berg recently lamented the re-elec-
tion of a president who supports 
abortion on demand, same-sex 
marriage and whose policies active-
ly undermine religious freedom. 
Noting that six million “evangeli-
cals” voted for Obama, Rosenberg 
asks the $64,000 question, “Did 
these self-professed believers sur-
render their biblical convictions in 
the voting booth, or did they never 
really have deep biblical convic-
tions on the critical issues to begin 
with?” Rosenberg—who like Finney 
before him—placed the responsi-
bility squarely where I believe it be-
longs, stated, “This is what happens 
when the church is weak and fails 
to disciple believers to turn bibli-
cal faith into action.” Then Rosen-
berg, echoing John Adam’s senti-

ments, concluded, “ [I]f we don’t 
see a Third Great Awakening soon, 
I’m not convinced we will be able 
to turn this dear nation around in 
time.” Amen! 

Follow the Leader
If the American church is not led 

by extraordinary leaders back to a 
high view of God and His authority 
and a concomitant high view of His 
Word, this may indeed be the last 
Christian generation. Dear pastors, 
dear shepherds, I plead with you, 
therefore, please preach boldly, cou-
rageously and without apology, and 
let God’s Word and the Holy Spirit 
do the work. An extraordinary lead-
er does not merely powerfully teach 
the truth, but he demonstrates for 
his fl ock how to live it out and ap-
ply it. 

Boy, do we need extraordinary 
leaders like that, now more than 
ever! If you already are such a lead-
er, thank you! If you are not, please 
purpose to be one or prayerfully 
consider another occupation. 

Broyles is the president of the 
Escondido-based National Center 
for Law and Policy. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nclplaw.org.

BROYLES…
Continued from page 7

began this fi ght.”
A series of lawsuits over the suc-

cessful ballot measure were fi led after 
voters approved the constitutional 
amendment in November 2008. The 
California  Supreme Court upheld 
Proposition 8 in a separate state case, 
but a federal lawsuit fi nally landed 
before the justices as the case worked 
its way through that court system.

“We are delighted that the na-
tion’s highest court will decide 
whether to uphold the will of more 
than seven million Californians 
who voted to preserve the unique 
defi nition of marriage as only be-
tween one man and one woman,” 
Pugno said.

The court will also hear an appeal 
about a portion of the federal Defense 
of Marriage Act.

The request for the high court review 
came in July after a narrowly divided 
panel of the U.S. Ninth Circuit of Ap-
peals declared nearly a year ago that 
Proposition 8 is unconstitutional. 

“The Supreme Court has made 
it very clear that the age-old defi -
nition of marriage as the union of 
one man and one woman is con-
stitutional as a matter of public 
policy,” said ProtectMarriage.com’s 
lead counsel Charles J. Cooper with 
the Cooper & Kirk law fi rm. “The 
lower court decisions in the Propo-
sition 8 case essentially rejected all 
relevant Supreme Court and appel-
late court precedent. We are hope-
ful and confi dent that the Supreme 
Court will uphold its precedent.”

A decision could come as early as 
June.

By Lori Arnold

SACRAMENTO — A federal ap-
peals court has blocked the imple-
mentation of California’s contro-
versial new ban on gay conversion 
therapy for minors. 

The emergency injunction was 
handed down Dec. 21 without com-
ment but follows a similar Dec. 
3 decision by U.S. District Court 
Judge William Shubb, who issued a 
preliminary injunction against state 
offi cials, saying the plaintiffs would 
likely prevail in their charges that 
the law, ushered in by SB 1172, vio-
lates their free speech protections. 
It is the fi rst law of its kind in the 
nation.

The law, which was set to go into 
effect Jan. 1, forbids all mental 
health professionals practicing in 
California to use the therapy, com-
monly known as “reparative,” even 
if the treatment is desired by the 
parents and/or their minor chil-
dren. The law makes no religious 
exceptions for the mental health 
professionals, the parents or the 
child.

Thousands of adults and teens across 
the country have successfully under-
gone the therapy to reduce same-sex 
attraction. Supporters of the treatment 
argue the law is damaging because it 
eliminates an entire treatment avenue 

for patients. Counselors who specialize 
in the therapeutic approach maintain 
the treatment is only used for those 
wanting to change homosexual at-
traction.

In his 38-page ruling, Shubb said 
that while he did not take lightly the 
“possible harm” to minors, he could 
not dismiss the “public’s interest in 
preserving First Amendment rights.”

“That public perception in favor of 
this law may be heightened because 
“it appears that homosexuality has 
gained greater societal acceptance ... is 
scarcely an argument for denying First 
Amendment protection to those who 
refuse to accept these views.”

Earlier in the ruling, the judge 
noted the practical limitations 
of the law, saying it would muzzle 
therapists. 

“SB 1172 draws a line in the sand 
governing a therapy session, and 
the moment that the mental health 
provider’s speech seeks to change 
an individual’s sexual orientation, 
including a patient’s behavior, gen-
der expression or sexual or roman-
tic attractions or feelings toward 
individuals of the same sex, the 
mental health provider can no lon-
ger speak,” the judge wrote.

The suit was brought by the Pa-
cifi c Justice Institute on behalf 
of its clients, San Diego licensed 
therapist Donald Welch; a medical 

doctor and board certifi ed psychia-
trist Anthony Duk, a Roman Catho-
lic from Loma Linda; and Aaron 
Bitzer, an ex-gay who underwent 
the therapy and is now studying to 
become a therapist.

“This victory sends a clear signal 
to all those who feel they can stifl e 
religious freedom, free speech and 
the rights of parents without being 
contested,” said Brad Dacus, the in-
stitute’s president. 

Competing rulings
The day after Shubb issued his 

decision, however, U.S. District 
Judge Kimberly Mueller ruled 
against plaintiffs in a separate but 
similar case, this one fi led by Lib-
erty Counsel. In her ruling Mueller 
said the plaintiff would not likely 
succeed in proving their civil rights 
were violated by the new law.

“The court fi nds there is no fun-
damental or privacy right to choose 
a specifi c mental health treatment 
the state has reasonably deemed 
harmful to minors,” Mueller wrote 
in her 44-page decision outlining 
her reasons for declining an injunc-
tion.

The injunction will stay in place 
until the case is heard in federal 
court. No date has been set for the 
appeal, but the court has asked for 
briefs from both sides.

Judge blocks Calif.’s conversion 
therapy ban for minors 

Supreme Court to hear Prop. 8 appeal
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Su-

preme Court is expected to hear oral 
arguments on Proposition 8 in March 
after agreeing to hear an appeal of a 
lower court ruling declaring the law 
unconstitutional.

The review by the nation’s highest 
court, announced Dec. 7, comes more 
than four years after California vot-
ers changed the state constitution to 
protect marriage as only between one 
man and one woman.

“Every one of the numerous legal 
steps we have taken for the past four 
years has been in anticipation of this 
moment,” said Andy Pugno, general 
counsel for ProtectMarriage.com. “Ar-
guing this case before the Supreme 
Court fi nally gives us a chance at a 
fair hearing, something that hasn’t 
been afforded to the people since we 
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San Diego Christian College 
Adult Professional Studies (APS) 
program welcomes a diverse stu-
dent population including many 
Veterans. Faculty members are not 
just educators—they are strongly 
committed to each student sup-
porting the diversity and unique 
learning styles of the adult learner. 

San Diego Christian College 
(SDCC) takes genuine pleasure 
in highlighting this twenty-year 
veteran of the United States Air 
Force in this issue of the Christian 
Examiner as one of many highly 
motivated Veterans pursuing their 
college degrees. 

Derrick Boykins’ leadership and 
organizational skills have proven 
highly valuable in his pursuit of 
the Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Ministry. During this past academic 
year, he took the vision of his pastor, 
Bishop George D. McKinney, and 
established the Simmons Technol-
ogy Learning Center within St. 
Stephens Cathedral. Working in 
collaboration with Mr. Boykins, the 
church secured the computer equip-
ment (free of charge) and designed 
a first-class facility for community 
use. The center serves to bridge the 
‘digital divide’ felt by many without 
access to technology by providing 
free computer access and training 
classes for all ages. In addition, Mr. 
Boykins developed a partnership 
whereby low-income residents 
are able to acquire a free desktop 
computer after completing the in-
troductory computer literacy course 
at the Center. He is responsible for 
creating a model community center 

worth emulating for other COGIC 
churches in the San Diego and Los 
Angeles areas. 

Mr. Boykins has consistently 
shown his passion and devotion to-
ward earning a degree in Christian 
Ministry. He has maintained a 3.98 
grade point average that has kept 
him on the Dean’s List for most 
of his enrollment at SDCC while 
inspiring many others in the com-
munity to pursue the completion 
of their college degrees in a setting 
that supports the integration of 
faith and learning. Derrick has seen 
how the APS program at SDCC 
has prepared him for professional 
and personal success. He is self-
motivated and has demonstrated 
leadership qualities that are an 
example for his peers. San Diego 
Christian College is proud to have 
another Veteran completing their 
college degree in the Adult Profes-
sional Studies program.

San Diego Christian College student 
Derrick Boykins established the 
Simmons Technology Learning 
Center within St. Stephens Cathedral.

SDCC student creates 
local learning center

Resolved to love and 
serve Jesus more.

Whole Life Church
The Church Upstairs 

772 S. Johnson Ave., Suite 201, El Cajon 
619-201-8484

Real Church… for Real People

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

We are a Church
Committed to Living God’s Passion 

for a Whole Life… 
Spirit, Mind, and Body Christian Examiner report

TEHRAN, Iran — A 32-year-old 
Iranian pastor, a U.S. citizen and a 
Christian convert from Islam, has 
been imprisoned without notice of 
any formal charges while visiting 
his family in Iran.

The American Center for Law 
and Justice is representing Saeed 
Abedini, who was arrested in Sep-
tember and then charged for 
threatening the national security 
of Iran and espionage, due to his 
involvement with Christian house 
churches and foreign Christian sat-
ellite TV ministries.

ACLJ is calling on the interna-
tional community, the U.S. State 
Department, Congress and the 
United Nations to demand Pastor 
Abedini’s release.

According to Fox News, this was 
Abedini’s ninth trip since 2009 to visit 
family and to continue his humanitar-
ian work on developing a non-sectarian 
orphanage in the city of Rasht on a 
family-owned land plot.

Abedini’s wife, Naghmeh, told 
Fox News that her husband con-
verted at the age of 20, after becom-
ing severely depressed from under-
going suicide bomber training by a 
radical Muslim group.

Abedini, 32, was granted U.S. cit-
izenship in 2010. He and his wife, 
Naghmeh, have two children, a 6- 
year-old daughter and 4-year-old 
son.

In 2008, Abedini became an or-
dained minister with the American 
Evangelistic Association. Naghmeh 
and the children reside in the west-

American pastor imprisoned 
for his faith while visiting Iran

Pastor Saaed Abedini and his wife Naghmeh have two children, a 6-year-old daughter 
and 4-year-old son. Abedini converted to Christianity after becoming severely 
depressed from undergoing suicide bomber training by a radical Muslim group.

ern United States.
Although the Iranian govern-

ment does not recognize his U.S. 
citizenship, for three years Abedini 
traveled freely back and forth be-
tween the U.S. and Iran—until this 
fall when he was put under house 
arrest.

Abedini is being held in solitary 
confi nement and could possibly 
face the death penalty.

In a recent letter to his family 
from prison, Abedini wrote the fol-
lowing:

“Prison is a test of faith. I was al-
ways worried that the storms of this life 

would break the ship of faith, but when 
you stand in the steadfast ship of faith, 
the storms are like a nice breeze. Nothing 
can break the ship of faith. These walls 
have created more fervor for me to love 
others through sharing the Gospel, but 
more than that, the walls have deepened 
my love for my Savior. I feel the prayers 
of all who are praying for me. I hope to 
one day meet each one of them face to 
face and embrace them in my arms.”

For more information on the 
case and to sign a petition to the 
U.S. State Dept. to take action 
on Abedina’s behalf, visit www.
aclj.org.
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ACCIDENT AND PERSONAL INJURY CASES

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — After training 
hundreds of students in biblical 
studies since 2004, Horizon College 
is no more, and its academic dean, 
Wayne Kinde, couldn’t be happier. 

That’s because the Clairemont 
institution earned university status 
on Dec. 3.

“It’s been a long process of about 
seven years,” Kinde said of the new 
Horizon University.

The institution was able to change to 
a university by adding a second school 
to its offerings. In keeping with its deep 
roots as a Bible institute founded years 
ago by Horizon Christian Fellowship 
Pastor Mike MacIntosh, the university 
will continue to offer Bible degrees—
associate and bachelor— through its 
School of Ministry. The school will 
educate and equip people seeking a 
career in full-time ministry.

Horizon University’s new School 
of Adult and Professional Studies 
is geared toward the adult working 
professional, offering bachelor de-
grees in Organizational Leadership 
or Leadership and Ministry. The 
fi rst course offerings in the new 
school begin in January.

“Horizon University is kind of 
cool because we fi nally move from 
Horizon College—offering a Bible 
degree—to our larger vision, which 
is offering degrees in organiza-
tional leadership and business and 
business management from the 
Christian perspective, from a bibli-
cal perspective,” Kinde said. 

“That’s really our heart. We want 
to train pastors and continue to 
train pastors, but we really wanted 
to go after the same audience 
that University of Phoenix and 
Bridgepoint and Ashford are go-
ing after.”

Kinde, who also teaches at the 
university, said his passion for a 
school of professional studies stems 
from his own experience managing 
a $25 million budget in the corpo-
rate world as a former vice presi-
dent for Thomas Nelson.

“Ethics are important, integrity 
is important, (as well as) just good 
business sense, showing that Chris-
tians can be good learners and 
smart,” the professor said.

In the near future, the univer-
sity plans to add a master’s degree 
program, a school of business and a 
school of law. Other degree options 

will include worship and arts and 
biblical counseling.

“We need more biblical counsel-
ors out there,” he said. 

“We need better worship lead-
ers who are biblically sound, not 
just as good musicians but who can 
handle the Word and rightly divide 
the Word as they are preparing and 
writing the Word.”

Awaiting accreditation
The university’s most immediate 

focus, however, is obtaining accred-
itation status, which Kinde hopes to 
receive on Feb. 15 after a hearing 
by the national board in Florida. 
Accreditation is necessary so that 
students who seek higher degrees 
will be able to have their course-
work accepted by other universities. 
Accreditation also ensures that uni-
versities are adhering to national 
standards and practices.

 “I think when most people think 
about accreditation they are think-
ing about fi lling out a piece of pa-
per, paying some money and you 
are all done,” Kinde said. 

In actuality, Horizon had to com-
plete a rigorous multi-year review 
under the jurisdiction of the U.S. 
Department of Education.

“It’s showing long-term, roughly 
fi ve years, that you are doing what 
you need to do to provide credible 
and stable education for students,” 
the dean said, adding that the 
accreditation team studied the 
school’s assessments, planning, 
and progress reports to measure 
the stability of fi nances, faculty 
and student learning to be sure 
they were adhering to national 
standards and meeting the goals, 
objectives and mission of Horizon 
University.

“That can’t be administrated in 
a one-year progress report,” Kinde 
said. “It’s a multi-year progress re-
port to show stability of an organi-
zation through the ups and downs 
that every institution has through 
fi ve years or so.” 

Readily accessible
The changes at Horizon Univer-

sity come at a time when student 
enrollment has climbed to 90, up 
from the 20 or so students who 
were registered at the start of the 
accreditation process.

“We feel really good about the 
dramatic increase, and that’s with-

Horizon College earns university status with two new schools

out accreditation,” he said.
Over the coming years, the 

university has plenty of room for 

growth since it shares the campus 
with Horizon Christian Fellowship, 
which has two auditoriums—one 

Although Horizon University 
has its roots in the Calvary Cha-
pel movement, its teachings are 
broader based, which is refl ected 
in its demographics. Ninety per-
cent of its students come from 
backgrounds other than Calvary. 

In addition, about 15 percent 
of the student body is female, al-
though that number is expected 
to increase with the development 
of the School of Adult and Pro-
fessional Studies.

“I think because Horizon Uni-
versity is born out of a Calvary 
Chapel perspective, it will have 
the heartbeat of a Calvary Chapel 
in terms of its mission and goals,” 
said Wayne Kinde, the universi-
ty’s academic dean. “But in terms 
of academic learning, this is not 
a denominational institution, per 
se. Not that I’m saying it’s a bad 

thing to be a part of Calvary Cha-
pel, but in order for the higher 
learning and development for a 
master’s degree (to happen), for 
example, we need to make sure 
we are teaching a wide breadth of 
knowledge and learning for the 
student as they prepare for what-
ever they go into—if it’s ministry, 
pastoral ministry, missions or 
business.

Tuition at Horizon is $525 a 
class.

For those seeking personal 
enrichment opportunities, the 
university offers classes for audit 
at $120 per course. Among the 
winter audit courses being of-
fered are James, theology, world 
religions, Christian ethics, Chris-
tianity and the marketplace, 
Christian history, and American 
government and Christianity.

Not just a Calvary Chapel institution
that seats 700—and about 100 class-
rooms.

“Lord willing we will be able to 
use a 700-seat auditorium some 
day,” Kinde said.

Throughout the process, Kinde 
said they have worked hard to 
maintain MacIntosh’s original vi-
sion of having “a place of learning 
for the everyday person.”

“It’s not a high-brow college for 
the elite,” Kinde said. “It’s an every-
day college for the everyday person 
to get an education and make a dif-
ference wherever God puts them.

“I think it’s important for 
people to know that our stan-
dards for biblical education are 
high and are not going to lower 
just because we are offering busi-
ness degrees or law degrees or 
anything like that. We are not 
moving away from the Word. We 
are not moving away from teach-
ing the Word. We are not moving 
away from a biblically based, solid 
Bible education.”

For more information, visit www.
horizonuniversity.info.
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By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL, Minn.  — Randy 
Mortensen had pretty much accom-
plished everything in his professional 
life. The corporate executive—with 
backgrounds in fi nance and energy—
had made it to the top of his fi eld. 

Yet something was missing. 
Mortensen was turning 50 years old 

and read the book “From Success to 
Signifi cance” by Lloyd Reeb. 

“His book really articulated many 
of the questions I knew I needed to 
ask, but I didn’t know how to even 
internally ask myself,” Mortensen 
said. “I was pretty comfortable in the 
corporate world, but yet I just had this 
overwhelming sense that there had to 
be more to life. I had accomplished 
pretty much all that the culture says 

A corporate executive’s search for meaning leads to Haiti
World Wide Village 
works on rebuilding 
disaster-strewn country

World Wide Village often brings construction professionals from the U.S. to help train Haitians.

to accomplish: good education, good 
job, big house in Stillwater, country 
club membership … and yet I knew 
there had to be more to life.”

Mortensen made a personal de-
cision for Christ in 1992 after ob-
serving a business associate who 
Mortensen said had “something I 
don’t have.” Mortensen spent four 
hours at the associate’s house one 
afternoon as he explained the gos-
pel to him. That meeting ultimately 
changed him forever.

World Wide Village
In 2001, two of Mortensen’s 

business partners visited Haiti and 
came back “emotionally charged” 
by what they saw. They wanted to 
help out in some way, so they start-
ed World Wide Village as a 501(c)3. 
However, for the fi rst several years, 
they essentially did very little with 
the nonprofi t organization.

In the early 2000s, as Mortensen 
was searching for signifi cance in 
his own life, the company where he 
worked received an unsolicited of-
fer to be purchased. After the com-
pany was sold and his job was no 
longer there, Mortensen spent the 
next 11 months discerning God’s 
will for his life—especially in light 
of his newfound conviction. 

In November 2005, Mortensen 
and his wife went on staff with Cam-
pus Crusade for Christ. In Janu-
ary of the following year, he made 
his fi rst trip to Haiti “kicking and 
screaming. I had no desire to ever 
go to a developing country.”

For many years, his wife had 
owned a travel agency that special-
ized in destination weddings and 
high-end honeymoons in the Carib-
bean. The couple often wondered 
if God would eventually call them 
to the area.

“We weren’t thinking Haiti,” 
Mortensen recalled. But “God had 
a different plan.”

Prior to that fi rst trip to Haiti, 
Mortensen backed out once, telling 
the organizer that he didn’t want to 
go. However, the organizer called 
Mortensen back the day before they 
were to leave and told him that he 
really needed him to go since two 
other people had backed out.

“So I went,” he said. “And the 
second and third days I was on 
the ground in Haiti, I knew that’s 
exactly what God had been prepar-
ing me for my entire life. It was that 
clear.” 

That’s when his former business 
partners—the ones who had found-
ed World Wide Village—asked 
him to take over the nonprofi t. 
Mortensen had no idea they had 
even started the organization.

Developing sustainability
Since that fi rst trip to Haiti sever-

al years ago, Mortensen has visited 
the country more than 100 times. 
Fifty percent of his time is spent on 
the ground in Haiti, where the min-
istry has now grown to 85 part-time 
and full-time Haitian staff and near-
ly 1,000 kids in its Christian schools.

The organization’s goal is to 
help break the cycle of chronic 
dependency by providing commu-
nity-based help and services. World 
Wide helps train Haitian pastors 
and provides them with resources; 
introduces clean water initiatives; 
partners with local Haitian medical 
personnel; creates economic devel-
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Topics include: 

PREPARE  ENRICH WORKSHOP

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9
8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

Bethel Seminary San Diego 

Who should attend?

To register, contact Laura Simpson 
Call (619) 325-5226 or send email to lcs53974@bethel.edu 

Please RSVP by January 23 

For further questions and consultation regarding this training, 
please email Ben Lim at: b-lim@bethel.edu. 

J

Seminar Director
Ben K. Lim, Ph.D., LMFT

Cost: $175

Prepare-Enrich is a research-based Pre-marital 
Preparation and Marriage Counseling Assessment Tool

Learn how to help couples identify their strengths and growth areas in categories such as 
communication, confl ict resolution, spiritual beliefs, personality profi le & fi nancial management.

Randy Mortensen fi ts a hearing aid on a young boy as part of a Starkey Hearing 
Foundation trip to Haiti.

opment opportunities; introduces 
improved construction standards; 
provides education opportunities; 
and helps develop sustainable agri-
culture practices.

One of the ministry’s goals is to 
build sustainability within Haitian 
communities. The organization has 
stopped shipping in free supplies 
and started supporting local econo-
mies as a way to equip Haitians to 
rebuild their own country. 

Concerning construction, World 
Wide Village has developed a model 
for building permanent housing that is 
strong enough to withstand the strong 
storms that Haiti experiences.

The Ezekiel Model, which is 
designed for a large family, costs 
$7,600. One-third of the construc-
tion costs are submitted by the 
owner through “sweat equity”; one-
third is contributed by the World 
Wide Village Fund; and the fi nal 
one-third is repaid through a 10-
year, 8-percent APR mortgage.

“We fi gured that one dollar spent 
on the ground in Haiti actually res-
onates through the economy 5.3 
times,” said John Hagerman, mar-
keting manager for the ministry. 
The construction of one of these 
homes creates “27 jobs that are 
working for us or that are contrac-
tors or suppliers.” 

When considering the families 
of those working on the house, 
more than 60 people are supported 
through this local labor, Hagerman 
estimated.

The commitment to economic 
sustainability is apparent through 
Wide World’s other initiatives, 
which focus on training Haitians 
and the transfer of knowledge and 
experience instead of just on relief.

Mission trips
World Wide Village uses mission 

trips to expose Americans to the re-
alities of Haiti and to create inter-
est in supporting its initiatives. It 
has a guest house that can accom-
modate approximately 25 people at 
a time, but the average trip usually 
includes 11 or 12 people—and the 
ministry likes to make two trips a 
month. 

The trips vary as to their inten-
tions. A recent trip included a team 
from Iowa that just sang with kids in 
Haiti, while other trips include car-
penters and construction workers 
who help train and pass on knowl-
edge to their Haitian counterparts.

The money used to pay for 
the trips—$1,050—actually em-
ploys the Haitians, according to 
Mortensen. 

As is often the case with mission 
trips, those who travel to a foreign 
land nearly always receive more 
than they give.

“The Haitians don’t need us once 
the knowledge is transferred, once 
the skills are learned,” Mortensen 
said. “But it’s important for God’s 
spirit to just work on the hearts of 
the Americans …” 

“Americans are looking for two 
things in their lives today: purpose 
and community,” he continued. 
“Once we get people out of their 
comfort zone by taking them to a 

developing country, it’s incredible 
how their hearts are touched, their 
spirits are broken, and people truly 
realize how blessed they are to be 
Americans, no matter how bleak 
their life might be.”

Last year, Hagerman visited Haiti 
with a group of inner city teens from 
St. Paul, including a couple of kids who 
didn’t have beds or transportation.

“If there was a check of some 
sort missed, they would be on the 
street,” he said. “They went down 
there and were amazed at how 
much abundance is in their life. It 
changed their whole way of looking 
at the world.”

World Wide Village is also pro-
moting mission trips for senior 
pastors, who only need to pay for 
airfare to visit Haiti. They leave on 
Monday and fl y back to the U.S. on 
Friday. The trips can be life-chang-
ing not only for the pastors but 
also for their congregations, who 
experience their senior pastors’ 
newfound energy and passion for 
missions. 

2010 earthquake
On Jan. 12, 2010, a massive earth-

quake shook Haiti and left more 
than 300,000 people dead and 
many more without homes.

Now, three years later, Mortensen 
said, “We’re going back to where we 
were in December of 2009.” Something 
he calls the “new normal.” The country 
is still devastated, but the disaster has 
helped the ministry become more 
focused on what it needs to do.

“We’re more focused today than we 
were before,” he said. “We’re more 
laser-focused on education today—that 
includes pastors’ education, children. 
We’re now K-12. We’re training our 
teachers to be better teachers.”

The ministry has a goal to raise $2 
million to build 450 homes. In reality, 
however, the need is so much greater, 
according to Mortensen. The country 
needs to build 200,000 single-family 
units in order to solve its needs. Less 
than one in fi ve people in Haiti have 
access to electricity.

The needs are so great, but 
Mortensen is committed to equip-
ping Haitians to rebuild their country.

A Haitian pastor once told 
Mortensen: “Americans built America; 
Haitians need to rebuild Haiti. Don’t 
come thinking you need to rescue us. 
Come to transfer knowledge, transfer 
skills, transfer the experience because 
we’re poorly trained.” 

“Our goal is to empower the Haitian 
people,” Mortensen said. “We want 
to restore the dignity of the Haitian 
people. We want to eliminate chronic 
dependency and really restore them to 
the point where they don’t need us.”

That goal is daily being carried 
out, but it began when one man 
searched for more than success in 
life and allowed God to show him 
where to fi nd meaning and pur-
pose.

To fi nd out more about World Wide 
Village, including information about 
joining one of its mission trips to 
Haiti, visit www.worldwidevillage.
org, www.haveyouheard.tv or call 
(651) 777-6908.
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By Lori Arnold

COSTA MESA — Having missed 
the action of the Jesus Movement—an 
anointed era where hippies-turned-
Christians changed the culture through 
the Word and music—filmmakers 
Jurgen and Stacey Peretzki wanted to 
capture the real story on fi lm.

The result is “What God Has 
Wrought,” a 105-minute documentary 
that took home honors in its division at 
the San Diego Christian Film Festival.

“This is not our era at all, but we 
thought it was really super interesting 
to tell,” Jurgen said. “It’s a story that 
needed to be told, even for this genera-
tion, because it’s very inspirational and 
very motivational for people.”

The documentary centers on the 
musical journey that, decades later, 
has impacted the worship style of 
most Christian denominations in the 
United States.

“We talk a lot about the bands 
because modern-day contemporary 
Christian music came out of this,” Ju-
rgen said. “A lot of things that people 
like us, the younger generation, take 
for granted now all came out of that 
hippie ‘Jesus Movement.’ The way 
people dress in church, contemporary 
Christian music, the way people wor-
ship in church. They didn’t have guitars 
and rock bands back then, and now it’s 
kind of the norm.

“Back then it was revolutionary. 

That’s why I think it’s so interesting 
for the generation now to know where 
did this all come from and get inspired 
by it.”

The common thread throughout the 
story is Chuck Smith, founder of Cal-
vary Chapel Costa Mesa, which helped 
to birth more than 1,500 churches in 
the United States and abroad. 

“He has so much wisdom,” Jurgen 
said of Smith who is now 85 and still 
in full-time ministry at his church. 
“We learn about the whole movement 
through him telling his life’s story. It’s 
pretty comprehensive.”

The Peretzkis took three years to pro-
duce the documentary, interviewing 
more than 45 people including Smith 
and his wife, Kay, Franklin Graham, 
Tim LaHaye, Raul Ries, Greg Laurie, 
Brian Broderson, Jeff Johnson, Mike 
MacIntosh, Don Stewart, Ricky Ryan, 
Bob Coy, Steve Mays, Skip Heitzig, Joe 
Focht, Oden Fong and David Rosales. 

“Whenever we had time and money 
do an interview, we would do an inter-
view,” Jurgen said.

Nearly three-fourths of the inter-
views are featured in the documentary, 
which includes 1960s and ’70s B-roll 
clips of concerts and baptisms in Pi-
rate’s Cove.

“Documentaries can be a little bor-
ing, but this subject is about as good 
as it gets when you are talking about 
Pastor Chuck and how God moved 
through him and how the Calvary 

Pastor Chuck Smith interacts with the crowd during a worship service at the beach. In addition to the beach ministry, the 
documentary also explores the church’s role in developing contemporary Christian music.

Filmmakers explore 
‘Jesus Movement’ 
through eyes of 
Calvary founder

Church Smith, founding pastor of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, holds a baptism 
service at the beach early in his ministry. The beachside baptisms are featured 
in “What God Has Wrought,” a documentary about the Jesus Movement, which 
fl owed out of Smith’s Southern California ministry.

Stacey Peretzki interviews Chuck Smith in the auditorium of his church. The documentary “What God Has Wrought” 
focuses on the Jesus Movement and centers around the ministry of Smith, now 85.

Chapel movement came about,” Stacey 
said. “Not only birthing contemporary 
Christian music, which is huge, but it 
also has all these big churches coming 
out of it. God really used that movement 
to change the world for Christianity.”

Seeing God’s hands
The Peretzkis, who have produced 

numerous other fi lms through their 
Christian-based Screen Savers Enter-
tainment, said they came up with the 
idea after contemplating the music 
history of Calvary Chapel. They ap-
proached Smith with the idea, and he 
encouraged them to run with it.

“We really feel honored to do it,” 
Stacey said. “We are just vessels being 
used, but we really liked being used 
for it because it was such a wonderful 
experience.”

Both said they were surprised to 
discover the breadth and width of the 
movement beyond the music aspects.

“We didn’t know that there was that 
many churches and that God used that 
church to spawn so many other great 
churches,” she said.

From the beginning, they said, the 
project was anointed with all sorts of 
people coming forward to help.

“We learned to trust in God because 
He made things very obvious in terms 
of who to interview,” Jurgen said. “He 
would literally put people in front of 
us. People we hadn’t seen in years, He 
would put in front of us to interview. 
We were awed in how God was in it, in 
so many ways. (It was) like wow, He is 
really guiding us, hand holding us in 
so many ways.”

Stacey agreed, saying their confi -
dence and faith were strengthened 
through the process.

“Once you realized that God builds 
the church or God makes the docu-
mentary, then you really … it just builds 

your faith,” she said. “That’s what we 
learned, to be more trusting and listen-
ing to Him and seeing how it really can 
work. And He really can put people in 
our lives if we are really seeking Him.” 

That realization, Jurgen said, “takes 
the pressure off.”

God’s timing
In keeping with the authenticity of 

the movement, the documentary re-
cords Smith’s thoughts on his extended 
struggle early on in his ministry, when 
nothing he tried seemed to work.

“It wasn’t handed to him on a 
silver platter,” Jurgen said. “He was 
struggling, so that inspires people 
not to give up; to do what they 
feel they are called to do and not 
give up on their calling because we 
don’t know God’s timing. It could 
happen to anybody. It keeps us on 
the edge of our seat waiting for 
God.”

By doing so, churches, Jurgen said, 

need to avoid the temptation to try to 
replicate Smith’s success as the formula 
for how to do church.

“It’s nothing that Chuck did,” the 
fi lmmaker said. “It’s just that God 
did it all.”

Through Smith’s teaching and the 
church’s outreach to the hippies and 
the homeless, the outer trappings of 
church tradition were challenged.

“It was turned to God’s looking at 
your heart, who you are,” Stacey said. 
“He’s not caring how you dress and if 
you have a drum or a guitar. It’s just 
about the music and the Word to Him.”

Jurgen said the couple is hopeful 
the fruit of the movement will be em-
boldened by the fi lm.

“It’s a great witnessing tool,” Jurgen 
said. “It has a lot of wisdom on life. 
It’s history. We can always learn from 
history.”

For more information, visit www.
screensaversentertainment.com.
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Join Bethel Seminary’s 
Dr. John Lillis and 
Dr. Mark Strauss 

for this trip of a lifetime.

‘Footsteps of Paul’ Cruise
Rome | Greece | Turkey

12 Days of Biblical Discovery
October 19-30, 2013

Please contact Mitchell Campbell for information on this trip
619-325-5227   |   mitchell-campbell@bethel.edu

Visit the picturesque islands of 
Sicily and Crete and the ancient 
cities of Athens, Ephesus, 
Pompei and Rome.

An optional 4-day extension 
includes visits to the cities 
of Assisi, Florence, Pisa 
and Venice. Cruise costs: $3298 to $3998 

+$398 airfare from San Diego 
+ travel protection and cruise 
gratuities (paid on the ship).

Brad Dacus, Esq.
President, Pacifi c Justice Institute

Former U.S. Attorney General, Edwin Meese, III
Advisory Board Chairman

of JUSTICE

PACIFIC JUSTICE 
INSTITUTE
Tenth Annual Gala

Promoting justice… Preserving family… Protecting faith
Our vision is focused. Our plan is bold.

Saturday, April 13, 2013
5:00 - 9:30 pm

Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel, Anaheim
VIP Reception, Live Auction and Awards Banquet

Featuring John Bolton
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations

Described as “someone who sees the world 
as it really is” and  “who speaks with moral 
clarity,” John Bolton will provide us with an 

unparalleled perspective on world events.

Please mark your calendars and join us as we honor distinguished 
attorneys and community leaders for their outstanding work and 
exceptional commitment to faith and family.

To reserve your seat now, visit

www.regonline.com/coj 
or call 714-796-7151

All proceeds will be used to promote justice, protect family, and preserve faith.
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We’ve got all the numbers…
you need!

San Diego County’s trusted resource for 25 years

Get your own FREE copy

Find us online at christianexamineryellowpages.com

All new 

2013
edition

and websites
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Shedding light 
on FINANCIAL 
and INSURANCE needs

Ask me about...
- Life Insurance “you don’t have to die to use”
- Using Life Insurance for your retirement needs 

tax free!
- Single Premium Life Insurance 
- Return of Premium Term Life insurance
- Senior Citizen Final Expense Programs 

(featuring no medical exams and permanent 
coverage that does not increase)

- Coverages available for Cancer, Terminal 
Illnesses, AIDS, Diabetes, Hepatitis, Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, Organ Transplants, Dialysis 
conditions, and more. 

“There is a difference between having insurance and being insured.”

Frank Cueva
CA Lic #OG88532 

1-800-991-5307 x4
fcueva@

luminaryfi nancial.com

Luminary Financial and Insurance Solutions

Contact me 
today and 
experience 

our client-fi rst 
philosophy www.luminaryfi nancial.com

DILSROOFING & EXTERIORS

1-800-501-7663 
Senior Citizen Discounts

By Lori Arnold

GLENDALE — Los Angeles 
Christian radio talk show host 
Frank Pastore died Dec. 17 of in-
juries suffered in a freeway motor-
cycle accident he had—with a twist 
of tragic irony—hypothesized on 
the air just hours before the Nov. 
19 accident.

Pastore had never regained con-
sciousness, remaining in a coma for 
four weeks before his death. He was 
55.

A former professional baseball 
pitcher, Pastore had been the af-
ternoon drive-time host of Salem 
Communications’ radio station 
KKLA 99.5 FM since 2004. His pas-
sion for apologetics, faith and rea-
son were always at the heart of his 
afternoon radio show, as was the 
case on Nov. 19 when he used the 
hypothetical scenario of his own 
freeway crash as the backdrop for a 
discussion on life after death. 

“I mean, look, you guys know I 
ride a motorcycle, right?” Pastore 
said during the show. “So at any mo-
ment, especially the idiot people 
who cross the diamond lane into 
my lane without any blinkers—not 
that I’m angry about it—but at any 
minute I could be spread all over 
the 210, but that’s not me, that’s my 
body parts …”

Just a few hours later, while head-
ing home to Upland in the carpool 
lane on the 210 Freeway, another 
driver lost control of her Hyundai 
Sonata, colliding with Pastore’s 
Honda V Star. Ejected from the 
bike, he was found unconscious 
on the pavement. The conserva-
tive talk show host was air lifted to 

Talk show host hypothesizes crash hours before it happened
Frank Pastore dies after 4-week coma

Los Angeles County USC Medical 
Center with critical head injuries. 
In addition to his severe brain in-
juries, Pastore also suffered several 
broken bones. The driver of the So-
nata was not injured.

A chilling prediction
In the days after the crash, Pas-

tore’s last—and prophetic—broad-
cast made news around the country 
after his wife asked station manag-
ers to post the clip on line. It start-
ed with her husband discussing the 
science community’s recent inter-
est in life after death.

“Isn’t it interesting that secular 
science is answering the question 
‘Does man have a soul? Is there 
such a thing as immaterial reality?’ 
And it’s couched in the category of 
‘Is there life after death?’ It’s the 
same question,” Pastore said before 
including the scenario of crashing 
on his bike on the 210.

He then went on to explain how 
the conversation of the separation 
between body and soul had impli-
cations for atheists. 

“That key distinction undergirds 
the entire Judeo-Christian world-
view and also your pursuit of reality 
because, even if you are an atheist, 
you are confronted with ‘Do I have 
freewill if I am an exhaustibly physi-
cal computer,’ right? Then how is 
that free? How do you deliberate? 
How do you reason if it’s just phys-
ics and chemistry, right?”

Living out his faith
After his death, Mark Joseph, a 

Southern California producer, au-
thor, talk show host and publisher 
of Bullypulpit.com, paid tribute to 

Pastore in a blog message on Huff-
ington Post.

“His fi nal words remind me of the 
power of faith, lived out by a man of 
faith who was also fi rmly grounded 
in reality and who famously called 
his show ‘the intersection of faith 
and reason,’” Joseph wrote.

“Frank Pastore loved to talk and 
as usual he got in the last word, 
leaving the rest of us to ponder 
the mysteries of eternity and the 
great questions that humans have 
wrestled with since the beginning 
of time.”

Since the crash, fans have inun-
dated Pastore’s personal website as 
well as the one belonging to KKLA, 
his radio home since 2004, fi lling 
the slot of his friend and predeces-
sor, Warren Duffy, who retired. 

“Frank never lost his boyish love 
of life, and this tragedy resonates 
through so many universes—the 
baseball world back in Cincin-
nati where he was a beloved major 
league pitcher, through the extend-
ed family that grew to know him 
through his KKLA broadcasts, to 
his ever-loving family at Biola where 
he did his advanced study work on 

Talk radio show host Frank Pastore 
was an atheist before becoming a 
Christian.

apologetics,” Duffy said.
“His grin, his great story-telling 

talent and his adventurous ap-
proach to life will all be missed,” 
Duffy said. 

“Frank was an all around amaz-
ing man,” said Mark Larson, a San 
Diego market talk show host also 
with Salem Communications. “I 
am glad God is in charge, because 
I can’t fathom why he is gone too 
soon.”

Beloved friend, co-worker
In a statement released by the 

station, Vice President and General 
Manager Terry Fahy called Pastore 
a beloved friend and co-worker.

“Although this was no surprise 
to the Lord, it hit Frank’s wife Gina 
and their immediate family, and 
the KKLA family, extremely hard,” 
he said. “Frank was everyone’s best 
friend. From celebrities to the 
down and out, Frank was accessible, 
caring and consistent. Nothing was 
more important than his family and 
his faith, and every day he took to 
the KKLA airwaves with that same 
passion, believing that what he was 

doing was truly making a difference 
in your life and thousands of oth-
ers throughout southern Califor-
nia. Frank will be missed, but this is 
not the end and one day we’ll all be 
joined together again.”

Prior to his radio career, Pastore 
pitched for the Cincinnati Reds 
from 1979 to 1985 and the Minne-
sota Twins in 1986. A line drive to 
his pitching elbow brought an early 
end to his career.

Shattered no more
A former atheist, Pastore chroni-

cled his journey to faith in his auto-
biography, “Shattered.”

“He wanted everyone to know 
the reality of the soul,” said a post-
ing on the family website. “But, 
most of all, how an unpredictable 
God can surprise any of us with His 
goodness and love when we allow 
Him to make beautiful the shat-
tered fragments of our lives.”

In addition to Gina, Pastore 
is survived by his son, Frank Jr.; 
daughter, Christina; one grand-
child; and another grandchild on 
the way.
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MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for San Diego Coun ty not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fel low ships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Mo tor cy cle 
Min is tries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Sup-
 port groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, 
Grand par ent ing, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Ex cel lent Way, 
and many more), Sem i nars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa Street, San Diego, CA 92115
619.325.5200 

January 25, 2013

Dr. Millard J. Erickson
Author of “Christian Theology”  
and former Bethel Dean

RSVP to Mitchell Campbell by January 21st

Bethel Seminary San Diego

Distinguished Lecturer Series

12:00 noon (Luncheon: $15 for pastors, laypersons; $10 students, alumni)

Theology in the Global Church

7:00 pm

Where in the World is Theology Going?

Millard J. Erickson, Ph.D. (Northwestern) is among today’s 
most widely respected evangelical theologians. He has taught 
at Wheaton College (1964-1969) and Bethel Seminary, St. Paul 
(1969-1992), been Research Professor at Southwestern Seminary, 
Ft. Worth (1992-1996), and Distinguished Professor of Theology 
at Baylor University (1996-2004) and Western Seminary (2004-
2007).

Dr. Ericson’s pastoral ministries predate his teaching career. 
Ordained (BGC/Converge) in 1957, he initially led congregations 
in Illinois and Minnesota. Since entering teaching, love for Christ’s 
Church has occasioned 50+ part-time interim pastorates. These 
experiences have informed his leadership as past president of the 

Evangelical Theological Society and Evangelical Philosophical Society – and his work as a theologian and 
author.

Among his 30+ books - including The Word Became Flesh, Who’s Tampering with the Trinity?  What Does God 
Know and When Does He Know It?  and Relativism in Contemporary Christian Ethics –  no doubt his classic Christian 
Theology is best known to BSSD students. Also, as Dean of Bethel Seminary 1984-1992, his affirmation of 
God’s purposes through “Bethel West” was vital in sustaining this school and its Kingdom impact.

Dr. Erickson’s lectures will draw on his experience as educator in Eastern Europe, Latin America, 
India, and the Philippines – and ongoing dialogues engaging Christian doctrine, approaches to global 
contextualization, and unresolved issues.

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

JAN 2 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive 
panel of Christian therapists moder-
ated by Dr. Don Welch on “Depression 
& Stress Busters” with Erin Cragin 
presenting, Roxanne Strauss & Danielle 
Levy. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

JAN 3 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 
Pio Pico Dr., Apt. 105, Carlsbad, free 
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

JAN 5 • SATURDAY
M  en’s Breakfast with ‘GW.’ 8am, 
Shadow Mountain Community Church, 
2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, $15 • 
shadowmountain.org

Straight Up Praise. 7pm, 10695 Treena 
St., San Diego, free • (619) 954-2825, 

straightuppraise.com

JAN 12 • SATURDAY
San Diego Women’s Connection. 
11:30am-1:30pm, Best Western Seven 
Seas, 411 Hotel Circle S, San Diego, 
$22 • (619) 670-3833, (619) 276-6972

JAN 13 • SUNDAY
Frank Potenza & Mundell Lowe, jazz gui-
tarists, in concert. 3pm, First Christian 
Church of Oceanside, 204 S Freeman St., 
Oceanside • (760) 722-8522, fccoside.org 

Greater Vision, in concert. 5pm, Skyline 
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa, $16-
25 • i  mcconcerts.com, (619) 442-5941

JAN 14 • MONDAY
El Cajon Aglow. 6:30pm, First Lutheran 
Church, 867 S Lincoln, El Cajon • (619) 
440-2508

JAN 16 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connec-
tion. 11:30am-1pm, Chula Vista Golf 
Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita Rd., 
Bonita, $15 • (619) 422-1628

JAN 17 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Dr. Andy Doan. 
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 
222-3688

JAN 18-19 • FRI-SAT
7th Annual Free Christian Living Confer-
ence, with Hal & Melanie Young. Fri 7-9pm 
& Sat 9am-3pm, Knott Avenue Christian 
Church, 315 S Knott Ave., Anaheim, free 
(Childcare available for a fee). Sponsored 
by Exploring Homeschooling, OC • ex-
ploringhomeschooling.com

JAN 18-MAR 3
‘Pete ‘n Keely.’ Lamb’s Players Theatre 
• (619) 437-6000, lambsplayers.org

JAN 19 • SATURDAY
Walk for Life San Diego. 9am-12pm, 
Balboa Park, 6th Ave. & Laurel St., San 
Diego • sandiegowalkforlife.com

JAN 20 • SUNDAY
Open House at College Area Pregnancy 
Services, 1-3pm, 6663 El Cajon Blvd., 

Ste. L, San Diego • capsonline.org, 
(619) 337-8080

Open House at College Area Pregnancy 
Services, 1-3pm, 1856 Garnet Ave., Pacifi c 
Beach • capsonline.org, (858) 866-0484

JAN 21 • MONDAY
San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s 
Club Luncheon. 11:30am, Lake San 
Marcos Country Club, 1750 San Pablo 
Dr., San Marcos, $17 • (760) 432-0772, 
(760) 471-7059

JAN 25 • FRIDAY
Bethel Seminary Distinguished Lecturer 
Series featuring Dr. Millard J. Erickson, 
“Theology in the Global Church” 12noon 
luncheon ($10-$15), “Where in the 
World is Theology Going?” 7pm. Bethel 
Seminary, 6116 Arosa St., San Diego • 
(619) 325-5227

JAN 25-26 • FRI-SAT
“Stepping Up,” Men’s Conference, with 
Dennis Rainey, James Macdonald, Tony 
Dungy & more. Fri 6:30pm & Sat 8am, 
Shadow Mountain Community Church, 
2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, $50 • 
shadowmountain.org

JAN 27 • SUNDAY
Open House at East County Pregnancy 
Care Clinic, 677 S. Magnolia Ave., El 
Cajon • ecpcc.org, (619) 442-4357

JAN 28-29 • MON-TUE
Creation Conference 2013, “Why Origins 
Matter,” with Andrew Snelling & Jason 
Lisle. 6:30-9:15pm, Shadow Mountain 
Community Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El 
Cajon, free. Hosted by Southern California 
Seminary • socalsem.edu/creation

FEB 2 • SATURDAY
Straight Up Praise. 7pm, 10695 Treena 
St., San Diego, free • (619) 954-2825, 
straightuppraise.com

FEB 6 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive 
panel of Christian therapists moderated 
by Dr. Don Welch on “Becoming the Friend 
You Desire” with Dennis Estill presenting, 
Erin Cragin, Roxanne Strauss. 6:45-8pm, 
Skyline Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La 
Mesa • (619) 660-5000

FEB 9 • SATURDAY
Prepare-Enrich Workshop, with Ben K. 
Lim. 8:30am-3:30pm, Bethel Seminary 
San Diego, 6116 Arosa St., San Diego, 
$175 • (619) 325-5226

FEB 12 • TUESDAY
Stepping Up, the series, 12-week moun-
tain men study. Tuesdays, Shadow Moun-
tain Community Church, 2100 Greenfi eld 
Dr., El Cajon • shadowmountain.org/men

FEB 14 • THURSDAY
A  n Evening with Garrison Keillor. 7pm, Point 
Loma Nazarene University, 3900 Lomaland 
Dr., San Diego • pointloma.edu/keillor

F  EB 16 • SATURDAY
Family Fun Night Out, with Chonda Pierce 
& the Martins. 6pm, Calvary Church, 
1010 Tustin Ave., Tustin, $10-30 • 
1-800-965-9324, imcconcerts.com

FEB 21 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Dr. John 
Brunstetter. 12-1:30pm, Doubletree by 
Hilton, 1515 Hotel Circle, San Diego, 
$20 • (619) 222-3688

F  EB 22 • FRIDAY
‘God’s Not Dead’ Tour, with Newsboys 

& Building 429. 7pm, Calvary Chapel of 
Oceanside, 3715 Oceanic Way, Oceans-
ide • itickets.com

“The Weight of Glory: Music from Bach’s 
B Minor Mass & Sacred Cantatas.” 
7:30pm, The Village Church, 6225 Paseo 
Delicias, Rancho Santa Fe, $25-50 •  
1-800-838-3006 x1

FEB 22-23 • FRI-SAT
SCORR, Student Congress on Racial 
Reconciliation Conference. Biola Uni-
versity, La Mirada, $50/student, $65/
staff or faculty • studentife.biola.edu/
diversity/scorr

FEB 23 • SATURDAY
Educator Job Fair, presented by the Network 
of Int’l. Christian Schools. Stoneybrooke 
Christian School, Mission Viejo • nics.org

FEB 23-24 • SAT-SUN
Donald Miller & Storyline Conference. Point 
Loma Nazarene University, 3900 Lomaland 
Dr., San Diego • mystoryline.net

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the 
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig 
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie 
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778, 
christiancruises.com

FEB 25-26 • MON-TUE
Writer’s Symposium by the Sea, with Billy 
Collins & Cathleen Falsani. Point Loma 
Nazarene University, 3900 Lomaland 
Dr., San Diego • pointloma.edu/writers

FEB 28-MAR 2 • THU-SAT
Southwest Gospel Music Festival, The 
Booth Brothers, Legacy Five, The Martins, 
The Hoppers, The Allen Family, Dr. David 
Jeremiah & more. Grand Canyon University 
Arena, Phoenix, AZ • southwestgospelmu-
sicfestival.com, (602) 639-8999

MAR 1 • FRIDAY
Arize in Christ, Prayer & Worship Night. 
7pm, Chapel on 4th St., 320 Date St., 
San Diego • arizeinchrist.org

MAR 9 • SATURDAY
8th annual Daily Disciples “Power of 
Friendship” conference, 9am-4pm. Featuring 
Carol LeBeau, Bobbye Brooks, Tonilee 
Adamson. PLNU Brown Chapel • 1-800-992-
0369, thepoweroffriendshipconference.
com

MAR 10 • SUNDAY
Bonhoeffer Tour, with Eric Metaxas. 7pm, 
Shadow Mountain Community Church, 
2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, $10-29 
• gotothehub.com

APR 13 • SATURDAY
Pacifi c Justice Institute 10th Annual Gala, 
Celebration of Justice, with John Bolton. 
5-9:30pm, Disney’s Grand Californian 
Hotel, Anaheim • (714) 796-7151, 
regonline.com/coj 

JUN 7-10 • FRI-MON
Creation-Staycation, Grand Canyon 
Raft Trip. Creation Museum Outdoor 
Adventures, $1,275/person • (619) 
599-1104, creationstaycation.com

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, Laguna Seca, Mon-
terey • spiritwestcoast.org

OCT 19-30
“Footsteps of Paul” Mediterranean 
cruise with Bethel Seminary’s Dr. John 
Lillis and Dr. Mark Strauss. Visiting Rome, 
Greece, Turkey • (619) 325-5227

JAN 5 • SATURDAY (cont.)

JAN 20 • SUNDAY (cont.) F  EB 22 • FRIDAY (cont.)
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For more information please call

800-404-2258
calvaryranch.org

Calvary Ranch
A Recovery Facility for

Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Where God does the healing

Breaking the 
bondage of 
addictions 

since 1972

13610 Willow Road, Lakeside Independent Beauty Consultant

Sandy Hertzberg
(619) 265-0138

Mary Kay has a proven effective 
skin care program for you. All 

basic skin care products are non-
comedogenic and clinically tested 

for skin irritancy and allergy. 

Call today!

WE TEACH 
SKIN CARE

Women’s conference on 
‘Power of Friendship’

POINT LOMA — The 8th annual 
Daily Disciples “Power of Friend-
ship Conference” will be held 
March 9 at Brown Chapel at Point 
Loma Nazarene College. 

Carol LeBeau will be speaking on 
her friendship with God, and June 
Hunt from Hope from the Heart 
Radio will be speaking on friend-
ship. Bobbye Brooks and Tonilee 
Adamson, founders of Daily Dis-
ciples, will teach from God’s Word 
about faith, our friendship and the 
need for fellowship.

Worship will be led by Deanna 
Ramsay and Band, and Sylvia and 
Billye from Crimson Bridge.

The cost is $30, and parking is 
free. Group discounts are available.

For more information, visit www.
thepoweroffriendshipconference.
com or www.dailydisciples.org or 
call 1-800-992-0369.

Flood church expands 
with satellite campus

RANCHO SAN DIEGO — The 
Flood church will open a satellite 
campus Jan. 13 at Hillsdale Middle 
School.

The campus will feature live vid-
eo feeds of pastor Matt Hammett’s 
sermons, while Scott Wildey will 
serve as a campus pastor. Live music 
will be offered each week.

“We are excited to bring Flood 
to a new community and to con-
tinue our mission to tangibly bless 
schools and their surrounding com-
munities,” the church website said.

About 100 Flood members 
have committed to attending the 
new campus over the next year to 
launch the campus. 

Flood began in 2000 at College 
Avenue Baptist Church as a ser-
vice to reach young people. Two 
years later the Flood was hosting 
three nightly serves. By 2005, it 
had stepped out as its own church. 
Weekly attendance now averages 
about 1,700.

For more information, visit www.
diveintofl ood.com.

Walk for Life comes 
to SD’s Balboa Park

SAN DIEGO — San Diego Walk 
for Life will hold an event from 9 
a.m. to noon Jan. 19 at the corner 
of 6th Avenue and Laurel Street 
in Balboa Park. The event is be-
ing held in conjunction with the 
40th anniversary of the federal 
Roe v. Wade ruling that legalized 
abortion.

Speakers include Jim Garlow, 
senior pastor at Skyline Church; 
Walter Hoye, an Oakland-based 
prolife advocate who founded 
the Issues 4 Life Foundation; and 
Dran Reese, founder of the Salt & 
Light Council.

Los Angeles jazz guitarist Frank 
Potenza, above, will team up with 
jazz guitar legend Mundell Lowe in a 
concert tribute to the late Joe Pass at 
First Christian Church of Oceanside.

Topics to be covered include the 
celebration of life and the scientifi c 
facts of life’s beginning at concep-
tion. Numerous prolife vendors will 
have exhibits available.

In addition to the walk and spe-
cial speakers, the event will also in-
clude entertainment.

For more information, visit www.
sandiegowalkforlife.com.

Creation museum trip 
to the Grand Canyon

SANTEE — The Creation and 
Earth History Museum is offering a 
trip to the Grand Canyon as part of 
its Creation Museum Outdoor Ad-
ventures.

The June 7 to 10 trip is an all-
inclusive package that includes a 
biblical teaching on the canyon’s 
formation, helicopter ride, horse-
back rides, skeet shooting, rafting 
and a jet boat ride. Other activities 
are also planned. The cost for the 
four-day, three-night trip is $1,275 
per person. A $300 deposit is due 
Jan. 31.

For more information, visit www.
creationstaycation.com or call 
(619) 599-1104.

Shadow Mountain to 
hold events for men

EL CAJON — The men’s depart-
ment at Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church will host “Breakfast 
with GW” at 8 a.m. Jan. 5.

The special guest will be John 
Morgan, a George W. Bush imper-
sonator. Tickets are $10. Admission 
is available to men and boys over 
the age of 15.

Later in the month, from Jan. 25 
to 26, the church will also sponsor 
“Stepping Up: Life A Call to Coura-
geous Manhood” a men’s satellite 
video conference. The conference 
will feature Dennis Rainey, James 
MacDonald, Stu Weber, Crawford 
Loritts, Voddie Baucham and Tony 
Dungy. Tickets are $50.

For more information on each 
event, visit www.shadowmountain.
org/men. 

Oceanside church to 
sponsor jazz concert

OCEANSIDE — First Christian 
Church of Oceanside will present a 
live concert at 3 p.m. Jan. 13. 

The musical guest will be Los An-
geles jazz guitarist Frank Potenza 
and jazz guitar legend Mundell 
Lowe. The pair will be paying trib-
ute to the late Joe Pass on the an-
niversary of his birth. Also partici-
pating will be Rob Thorsen on bass 
and Ramon Banda on drums. A 
meet-and-greet reception will be 
held with the artists after their per-
formance.

CDs will be available for pur-
chase. A free-will offering, with a 
suggested donation of $10, will be 
collected.  

The church is located at 204 S. 
Freeman St.

For more information, visit www.
fccoside.org or call (760) 722-8522. 

SC Seminary presents 
Creation Conference

EL CAJON — Southern Califor-
nia Seminary will hold its inaugural 
Creation Conference Jan. 28 and 
29 in the worship center at Shadow 
Mountain Community Church. 
Both sessions run from 6:30  to 9:30 
p.m.

The theme of the conference is 
“Why Origins Matter” and will focus 
on the literal six-day creation ac-
count as recorded in Genesis.  The 
goal of the conference is to help 
guests to understand that there is 
a great importance in understand-
ing Scripture in a straightforward 
way and that the question of origins 
is fundamentally a worldview ques-
tion that impacts how people live 
and make sense of the world.  

“In a culture dominated by natu-
ralism and secular humanism, this 
conference will emphasize that 
the Bible is clear about the origin 
of the world as well as the origin 
of humans,” the news release said. 
“We want to make sure that those 
who attend our conference have a 
better understanding of God, His 
creation and His Word—and that 
they are equipped to better articu-
late the biblical worldview.”  

Keynote speakers include An-
drew Snelling, Ph.D., a speaker and 
author with Answers in Genesis, 
and Jason Lisle, Ph.D., a leading 
author and researcher with the In-
stitute for Creation Research.  

In addition, two faculty members 
from SCS will also be speaking at 
the event, which includes an exhib-
itor and resource pavilion.

The event is free.
For more information, visit www.

socalsem.edu/creation.

Seminar to target 
pre-marital ministry

SAN DIEGO — Bethel Seminary 
San Diego will host a Prepare-En-
rich workshop from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Feb. 9.

The class, which uses a research-
based “Pre-marital Preparation and 
Marriage Counseling Assessment 
Tool” is designed for mental health 
professionals, pastors/clergy, 
church counselors, lay leaders and 
community members who are in-
terested in establishing pre-marital 
counseling programs.

With the proper training, the 
tools can be used to help couples 
identify their strengths and growth 
areas in categories such as commu-
nication, confl ict resolution, spiri-
tual beliefs, personality profi le and 
fi nancial management.

Topics for the seminar include 
the biblical basis of marriage, 
SCOPE personality traits, under-
standing strengths and growth ar-
eas, listening skills, successful con-
fl ict management, family of origin 
issues, fi nancial budgeting, spiri-
tual beliefs, couples’ mission state-
ments and goals and stress profi le

The session will be facilitated by 
Ben K. Lim, a professor of Mari-
tal and Family Therapy at Bethel 
Seminary. Lim, an ordained min-
ister, also has a private practice 
with a non-profi t agency called Life 
Spring Center. The cost is $175, 
with discounts available for pastors, 
returning facilitators, and Bethel 
students and alumni. The reserva-

tion deadline is Jan. 23.
The seminary is located at 6116 

Arosa St.
For more information, call 

(619) 325-5226 or send an email to 
lcs53974@bethel.edu.

PLNU to host Keillor, 
Miller and writers 
conference in Feb.

POINT LOMA — Point Loma 
Nazarene University will present 

Former television news anchor Carol 
LeBeau will be a featured speaker 
at the March 9 “Power of Friendship 
Conference” at Point Loma Nazarene 
College. 

its annual Writer’s Symposium 
by the Sea, Feb. 25 to 26.

The Symposium will kick off 
Feb. 25 with Cathleen Falsani, 
a religion columnist who writes 
for Religion News Service and 
Sojourners magazine, and on 
Feb. 26 Billy Collins, a former 
U.S. Poet Laureate, will speak.

On Feb. 23 and 24, the univer-
sity will host Donald Miller and the 
Storyline Conference, which helps 
guests to understand how to use a 
storyline as a way of organizing and 
understanding their life using the 
elements of story. 

Earlier in February, “An Eve-
ning with Garrison Keillor,” will 
be at held 7 p.m. Valentine’s 
Day. Keillor is a humorist and 
author who is best known for his 
long-running “A Prairie Home 
Companion.” 

Tickets for Keillor run $35 to 
$55. Tickets for Falsani and Collins 
are $10 and $15 respectively. Regis-
tration for the Storyline conference 
ranges from $239 to $299.

For more information, visit www.
pointloma.edu/writers.

Blue Like Jazz author Donald Miller will 
present his Storyline Conference at 
PLNU on Feb. 23 and 24.
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Come join our team!
Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a 
few miles east of San Diego, Calif. Our community consists of eleven residential 
apartment buildings, a 48-unit assisted living facility and our skilled nursing center. 
Our 28 acre park-like setting has been applauded for its beauty and is enjoyed by 
residents and employees alike. We are an accredited continuing care retirement 
community, and are part of Covenant Retirement Communities (CRC), a not-for-
profit corporation, dedicated to the service of others. 

Employment Opportunities
 We are currently seeking  energetic professionals with great communication 
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our mission-
oriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply. 
    To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please 
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring 
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.
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Dependable Caregivers
Assisted Living At Home
Family owned since 2002

“Call today for help today”
619-421-1022

www.dependablecaregiver.com

SERVICES

Lic #420564 John 3:3,16

GMD Company

PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES 

(619) 244-9380
www.gmdcompany.comBonded/Insured

 Quality Interior, Exterior Painting
 Residential / Commercial
 Waterblast Cleaning of Exteriors
 Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
 Cabinet Staining & Finishing
 Drywall & Texturing
 Acoustic Ceiling Removal
 Finish Carpentry
 Stucco / Wood Repair

Gregory M. DeHart
Painting Contractor
General Contractor

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

Sharon Jahr
Life and Health Coach

619.917.9157
trevobuilder.com/SoCal

THE POWER OF WELLNESS

from around the Globe

ACCOUNTING
  Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on 
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much 
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn 
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

BOOKS
  Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760) 
598-8968. Nondenominational.

  Giant discount Christian book sale! www.jesus-
peopleinfo.org.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES                    
           Business Opportunity part-time. Need assistance 
in my business. 10-15 hours per week. Potential 
income $1000-2000 per month. Not a job. Call for 
interview. (714) 838-0478.

CAREGIVER
    Caretaker for elderly lady. Free room and board. 
Close to downtown San Diego. No drugs, smok-
ing, pets. Must drive. Retired lady, best fi t, or 
student. Reference and note from Pastor, etc.  
  (619) 987-2033.

   CHURCH SPACE 
AVAILABLE

Church space for lease. Seats 110 max. Morning 
service available, 8-11am weekdays. Also has 
prot. screen, sound system, youth room, kids 
room and nursery. Call (949) 855-0233. Irvine 
Spectrum Arena.

  COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT

Industrial space. Santee. 3,700 square feet. 
$2,500/month. Steve (619) 972-0080.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Lose weight or it’s free…56 year old America’s 
number one natural nutrition company. Looking for 
people who want to lose weight. Clinically tested, 
safe, proven. You lose fat, not muscle. 100% 
money back guarantee. Distributors welcome. 
Make $500 or more every week. (619) 887-7726, 
nprads2000@yahoo.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, serving 
DD population in East County, seeking reliable, 
dedicated individuals to fi ll the following full time 
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for 
exceptional work. Residential program: Program 
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportuni-
ties available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour. 
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program: 
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone 
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email 
resume to pfi career@yahoo.com.  

   LCSW or MFT needed for busy counseling center 
in El Centro, 2 hrs east of San Diego. Call Jim 
Shinn, LCSW (760) 353-5059 or email at shinnjc@
sbcglobal.net.

MINISTRIES
When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry 
to families needing help coping with homosexual-
ity. Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month, 
7-9pm. Fireside Room, Education Building, City 
View Church, 8404 Phyllis Place. (619) 426-9300.

Mental Health: Christian solutions for anxiety, 
depression and more. www.TheMentalHealthSolu-
tion.com

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitar-
ist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students. 
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more 
information and availability. 

Professional recording studio for free music and 
singing, only cost is the cost of the engineer to 
record. Call Ps. Kim (949) 514-4346.

ROOFING
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover, 
repair. Dennis Cook Roofi ng. Lic. # 545185. Call 
(619) 443-1300.

Dils Roofi ng & Repairs. Free estimates. License 
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

SERVICES
Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Honest 
work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before 
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

  Speed-Dating Events for Christians at lively restau-
rant venues. 1-2 hours total. Events for all ages! 
Visit us at: www.christianspeedmatch.com.

TRAVEL
Lowest Possible Fares on airline tickets. Deal with 
a Christian Travel Agency. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for fami-
lies, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.
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The Center for Enriching Relationships, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization

A nonprofi t ministry providing

Christian professional 
counseling resources 

to churches

Convenient locations to serve you:

Call 619-858-3105 
www.EnrichingRelationships.org

G. Keith Olson
MFC #6022

Rev. Marcial Felan

Rev. Donald W. Welch

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — A new multi-
faceted mentoring program, 
aimed at youth in the public 
school, church and nonprofi t 
sectors, launches Feb. 15 at 
Rock Church. About 1,000 
students are expected to par-
ticipate in the eight- to 12-week 
program. 

The Ambassadors of Compas-
sion program is administered 
by Lift Up America and is being 
facilitated by Vision San Diego 
as a way to improve San Diego’s 
high school graduation rates. 
Openings for the upcoming 
program are still available.

Mike Carlisle, director of Vi-
sion San Diego, said the goal 
of the character-based Lift Up 
America is restoring young peo-
ple by “getting them back into 
the game, so to speak.”

“(Their focus is) largely 
young people, high-school-age 
kids who have either dropped 
out or are at-risk students who 
need another shot.”

Although the numbers have 
been improving, only 75.5 percent 
of ninth graders who entered 
school San Diego County in 2007 
graduated on time in 2011.

“It turns out there is very little 
leadership being taught in our 
world today, public schools, 
nonprofi ts, even faith commu-
nities,” Carlisle said. “Kids are 
kind of growing up without a 
sense of how to lead themselves. 
We are hoping that this will be 
such a positive experience that 
the doors will open for ongo-
ing, sustainable ways that these 
young people can go from be-

ing a zero to a hero, they can all 
graduate and go on to college.”

Through its own research, 
Lift Up America determined 
at-risk students needed special-
ized encouragement to help es-
tablish personal goals to guide 
them toward a successful future.

“What they found is that kids 
who have dropped have done 
so because they have issues at 
home, issues of personal failure, 
and they really don’t have direc-
tion in their life,” Carlisle said.

Each week, trained coaches will 
meet with eight to 10 students. The 
meetings will include video clips as 
a discussion starter. Celebrities, in-
cluding athletes, are also featured 
in the project. 

Vision San Diego, which de-
scribes itself as a convener orga-
nization whose goal is to connect 
resources to people, is securing 
$120,000 from the business com-
munity and interested partners to 
fund the project. 

As part of the training, the 
program includes standards to 
measure progress and includes 
journals highlighting the acro-
nym LIFE. Questions include, 
“What do you want to do with 
your life?” “Where are you in 
your journey?” “What would it 
look like?” and “How do you get 
there?”

The fi rst subject area students 
will explore is labor, teaching 
the youth that they have to work 
for what matters.

“The entitlement mentality 
doesn’t get you where you want 
to go,” Carlisle said.

After labor, the youth will 
examine the impacts of infl u-
ence by answering the question 

“Who are the people who infl u-
ence your life?”

Carlisle said the youth will 
then be asked, “Who is taking 
you where you want to go? Who 
is taking you where you don’t 
want to go? So they can start 
making some judgment about 
how their friends are infl uenc-
ing where they want to go.”

Since many of the teens are 
wounded from life circumstanc-
es such as verbal or physical 
abuse or having an incarcerated 
or addicted parent, the third 
topic to be pursued is forgive-
ness.

“It’s helping them accept the 
fact that the past is not going to 
be any different but they can go 
forward,” the director said.

Finally, as they encourage 
the students to move beyond 
themselves, the fourth topic is 
experience, where students are 
equipped for community ser-
vice.

“It takes about eight to 12 
weeks to begin changing think-
ing and behavior patterns,” 
Carlisle said. “We are hoping 
this will be a catalyst, then, that 
will lead to another ongoing 
series of sustainable leadership 
events.”

Biblical worldview
Although the program is 

secular in content, Carlisle said 
churches providing their own 
adult coaches are allowed to 
augment the curricula through 
a Christian worldview. Christian 
coaches participating in the pub-
lic school and nonprofi t sessions 
will also be able to share their 
personal beliefs if such ques-

Vision San Diego funds mentoring project for 1,000 teens
tions arise from the students.

“Everything about it is dealing 
with principles in life, which you 
fi nd in the Bible,” Carlisle said.

The mentoring sessions will 
conclude in April with a commu-
nity Honors program celebrat-
ing the successes of the youth. 
Details of that event have not 
been fi nalized.

“This is our pilot run, and if it 
goes as well as we think it will, it’s 
not inconceivable that we could 

see 5,000 students next year,” 
Carlisle said. “We think it can 
literally change the graduation 
rate of San Diego students and 
change their future.

“We are waiting to record the 
stories of the kids that, over 
time, graduate and become 
great community leaders in the 
San Diego area.”

For more information, visit www.
visionsandiego.com/aoc.
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“‘Hijacked’ is an excellent resource for parents. (It) unveils the truth about public 
school agendas.” — Ron Prentice, CEO of California Family Council

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY

The Commandeering of 
California’s Public Schools

An informative new 48-page 
booklet for parents and teachers 
offering a realistic view of the 
culture that has been created 

within California public schools 
during the  last two decades — a 
culture that is propelled by anti- 
Christian and radical ideologies. 

Throughout these pages, you will be informed of the 
intellectual and social hazards your kids will be exposed to 
if they are enrolled in a publicly-funded school in California.

Hijacked K-12

www.faith-freedom.com

Maranatha Christian High School Science teacher Bill Miller and a mentor, center, help students April Harper, back, and 
Kathleen Levi, work on plans for a new CO2 device for the International Space Station.

rines, spacecraft, any place where 
recycled air is being breathed,” the 
teacher said. “There is always a need 
to try to reduce the cost and the en-
ergy consumption and the size and 
the weight of those (devices), so 
we are adding to the information 
pool in that area. Space weight is so 
critical because it’s so expensive to 
launch just a few ounces in space so 
anything you can do to hold down 
the price is a plus.

“In the process of doing the 
project, now the kids get to do all 
kinds of things from mechanical 
drawings to designing and building 
circuit boards, and computer pro-

gramming. They get to do things in 
a lot of areas, where normally you 
wouldn’t see high school students 
exposed to all these things.”

The teens are being assisted by 
adult mentors, most of whom are 
parents of children attending the 
private North County school.

“It’s really great because the kids 
have professionals in the industry 
to help them,” Miller said. “It’s not 
just me. If I were doing it by myself, 
I don’t think I would be able to 
handle it at all.”

Busy days
Miller said the students formed 

the fi rst on-campus science club 
this year to foster the experiments, 
which are conducted outside of the 
normal scope of school. Several of 
the partnering schools have indi-
cated an interest in trying to devel-
op curriculum to convert the pro-
gram into a regular school course.

“It’s mostly before school and during 
lunch and then after school also,” he 
said. “It’s really all three times when 
we can get the time because these kids 
at our schools are always very active in 
sports and plays and all kinds of school 
activities, so it’s really a challenge to get 
everybody together.”

As the launch date nears, Miller 
said there has been more buzz 
around the 700-plus preschool to 
high school campus as students be-
come more familiar with the work 

of the International Space Station.
“Being able to apply the math 

and science that we are learning 
about in the classroom has inspired 
many of us, including myself, to en-
ter a fi eld of engineering or math-
ematics in our future careers,” said 
Aaron Day, a junior who is serving 
as the project manager.

Heading into orbit
Once completed, the Maranatha 

device will be launched on the next 
mission to the ISS, set for March. 
The device will log 30 days in space, 
and the teens will be able to moni-
tor its process through regular 
computer print-outs from space 
and by cameras, which will be snap-
ping images every hour or so. They 
will also communicate with the as-
tronauts via Skype.

In November, two students and 
two mentors traveled to Valley 
Christian to test their progress on 
the device.

 “It’s like an industry project in the 
way that it is run,” Miller said. “It’s 
increased interest in science and gets 
more people that might be considering 
either a career actually in science or in 
the periphery of science management, 
something like that.”

For more information, visit www.
maranathachristianschools.org and 
click on the ISS project under the 
resources tab.

SCHOOL…
Continued from page 1

Christian Examiner staff report

BERKELEY — Members of Young 
Americans for Liberty at the University 
of California, Berkeley held a fund-
raising protest Dec. 13 in the school’s 
Sproul Plaza to counter a proposal by 
the student government to ban The 
Salvation Army from campus.

The action came after the school’s 
Associated Students considered SB 
175, a resolution “To Oppose the 
Discriminatory Practices of The Sal-
vation Army and End the Presence of 
its Donation Containers on the UC 
Berkeley Campus.”

Authored by student Matthew Enger, 
the bill would ban Salvation Army 
donation boxes on campus, replacing 
them with “another non-discriminatory 
charitable organization.”

The resolution included several 
whereas statements, saying: 

“Cal is home to students of a multi-
tude of backgrounds, including queer 
students, who may take offense to 
the presence of collection containers 
operated by a discriminatory religious 
organization in their places of living.”

And: “Students may not be aware that 
their donations to The Salvation Army 
may be used in part to hire lobbyists to 
oppose sexual orientation and gender 
identity non-discrimination laws.”   

The bill, now under consideration 
by university offi cials, included a list 
of incidents in which the nonprofi t is 
accused of discriminating against the 
gay and lesbian community, prompting 
a Salvation Army spokeswoman to say 
the resolution was based on Internet 
rumors.

“The notion that we require those 
we help to ‘accept and abide by the 
Salvation Army’s doctrine and disci-
pline which excludes homosexuality’ to 
receive assistance is totally false,” Kathy 
Lovin said in a news release.

“Everyone at Cal should be em-
barrassed that our student govern-
ment decided to open the holiday 
season by attacking a charity like 
The Salvation Army,” said Nils Gil-
bertson, president of the Berkeley 
Young Americans for Liberty chap-
ter  “It is very sad that the ASUC 
thinks they can promote fairness 
or equality by being unfair and pre-
venting volunteers from addressing 
economic inequality.”  

Numerous published reports indi-
cated that the Salvation Army’s iconic 
Red Kettles could also be banned if 
university administrators adopt the 
proposed policy, although they were 
not addressed in the resolution. About 
70 percent of the funds The Salvation 
Army receives comes from its interna-
tional Red Kettle program.                     

“The Salvation Army does so 
much good in our community and 
around the country,” said Gilbert-
son, a junior majoring in political 
science. “People of all faiths and 
backgrounds can appreciate good 
deeds, no matter the beliefs of 
those who do them.”

The Young Americans chapter was 
established at UC Berkeley in the fall 
and is one of 300 nationwide. The mis-
sion of Young Americans for Liberty is 
to train, mobilize and educate students 
toward support for individual liberty 
and the U.S. Constitution. 

UC Berkeley club 
protests action against 
The Salvation Army
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WASC

CIF
NCAA

Register by calling the offi ce at 619-303-8035
www.foothillsschool.net/fchs/shadow-day

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL

Open House 
for ParentsSHADOW DAY &

Foothills Christian High School

Now Enrolling for the 2013-2014 School Year
Preschool - 12th Grade

NEED-BASED TUITION ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

Visit our website, then come see for yourself. Call toll-free to schedule a tour.

For more than 50 

years, Calvin Christian 

has been partnering 

with North County 

Christian families and 

their local churches, 

helping students 

develop their God-

given gifts and talents.  

Calvin exceeds state and 

national standards because 

we teach to a higher standard; 

teaching the whole child from 

a biblical worldview.

 Small class sizes
 Fine Arts programs (Music, Art, Drama, Band)
 Spanish begins in prekindergarten
 Singapore Math
 Robotics & Web App Development
 Advanced Placement (AP) classes available
 CIF athletics
 Credentialed, experienced, and committed teachers
 WASC accredited 
 Member of Christian Schools International (CSI)
 Individual classes available to homeschoolers

Everyday is Open 
House at Calvin 
Christian. Call 
to arrange your 
personal tour.

Liberty Charter High School
Grades 9-12

Small School 
Strong 

Academics
Leadership

Literacy
Technology

Call Today 
619.668.2131

Located in 
Lemon Grove

8425 Palm Street

ENROLL
NOW

No
Tuition

Our goal is to create and equip 
the leaders of tomorrow

BP News

NASHVILLE — Christians are 
the world’s largest religious group 
and are nearly evenly dispersed 
globally, according to a new Pew 
study on the size, geographic dis-
tribution and median ages of the 
world’s major religious groups.

Of the world’s 6.9 billion people, 
2.2 billion or 32 percent are Chris-
tians, Pew reported Dec. 18. While 
only 12 percent of Christians live in 
North America, the vast majority of 
Christians, 99 percent, live outside 
the Middle East-North Africa re-
gion where Christianity began.

Apart from North America, Chris-
tians are geographically dispersed, with 
26 percent in Europe, 24 percent in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, 24 
percent in sub-Saharan Africa and 13 
percent in the Asia-Pacifi c region, the 
study by the Pew Forum on Religion and 
Public Life found, based on 2010 data.

Researchers did not study the de-
gree to which people actively prac-
tice their faiths, but relied on the 
subjects’ self-identifi cation of their 
religious affi liation.

The majority of the world’s other 
religions lives in the Asia-Pacifi c re-
gion, including nearly all Buddhists 
and Hindus, and most Muslims and 
the religiously unaffi liated, research-
ers found. While 58.8 percent of 
the world’s population lives in the 
Asia-Pacifi c region, it is home to 99 
percent of Hindus and Buddhists, 62 
percent of Muslims and 76 percent of 
the religiously unaffi liated.

Pew reported that the world’s 
population includes 1.6 billion 
Muslims, 1 billion Hindus, nearly 
500 million Buddhists, 400 mil-
lion adherents of various folk and 
traditional religions, 58 million 
adherents the study confi ned to 
the category of “other,” comprised 
of many religions including Baha’i 
faith, Jainism, Sikhism, Shintoism, 
Taoism and Wicca.

A plurality of the world’s 14 million 
Jewish people, 44 percent, live in North 
America, while 41 percent live in the 
Middle East and North Africa, nearly 
all of them in Israel, the study found.

In the U.S., 78 percent, or 
243,060,000 of the country’s 
310,390,000 people are Christian, 
the study found. The U.S. also has 
50,980,000 religiously unaffi liated, 
5,690,000 Jewish people, 3,570,000 
Buddhists, 2,770,000 Muslims, 
1,790,000 Hindus, 630,000 adher-
ents to folk religions and 1,900,000 
affi liated with other religions.

The Global Religious Landscape: A 
Report on the Size and Distribution 
of the World’s Major Religious Groups 
as of 2010 encompasses more than 
230 countries and territories. Based 
on more than 2,500 censuses, surveys 
and population registers, the research 
is part of the Pew-Templeton Global 
Religious Futures Project, analyzing 
religious change and its impact on 
societies around the world.

Globally, about half of all Christians 
are Catholic. An estimated 37 percent 
of Christians are Protestant, including 
Anglican, independent and nonde-
nominational churches. The Orthodox 
Communion, including the Greek and 
Russian Orthodox, make up 12 percent 
of Christians.

Researchers categorized Chris-
tian Scientists, Mormons and Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses as “viewing them-
selves as Christian,” and computed 
them as comprising about 1 percent 
of the global Christian population.

Most of the world’s population, 
5.8 billion or 84 percent, affi liates 
with a particular religion, leav-
ing 1.6 billion, or 16 percent, with 
no religious affi liation, the study 
found. But many with no religious 
affi liation hold religious or spiritual 
beliefs, such as a belief in God or a 
universal spirit, while not identify-
ing with a particular religion.

The study found that some reli-
gions have much younger popula-
tions, determined in part by the 
growth rate of countries where the 
religions are largely found. For ex-
ample, religions concentrated in 
China tend to be older, because the 
population growth is slower.

The median age of the world’s 
overall population is 28, while the 
median age of Christians is 30, the 
study found.

Christians make up 
the largest religious 
group in the world
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40 years… 
50 million never had a chance to live.

Celebrate
Life.

January 20, 2013 is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday

YOU CAN HELP SAVE A LIFE BY SUPPORTING THESE PRO-LIFE MINISTRIES

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is a day to celebrate the intrinsic value of all human life. This important day also 
provides an opportunity to learn about the work local pregnancy centers do to bring life-affirming resources to their 
communities and to empower women and men to choose life for their unborn children.

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is held on the Sunday in January that falls closest to the day on which the Roe v. 
Wade and Doe v. Bolton decisions were handed down by the U.S. Supreme Court on January 22, 1973.

Alternatives Women’s Center
257 E. Second Ave., Escondido 92025
760-741-9796
www.pregnancyescondido.com

Birth Choice of Oceanside
611 Mission Ave., Oceanside 92054
760-231-8885
www.birthchoice.com

Birth Choice of San Marcos
277 S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd., Ste. S, San Marcos 92078
760-744-1313
www.birthchoice.com

Birthline of Chula Vista
1220 Third Ave., Ste. 1, Chula Vista 92117
619-425-5012
www.birthlineofsandiego.org

Birthline of San Diego
3660 Clairemont Dr., Ste. 4, San Diego 92117
858-270-2491
www.birthlineofsandiego.org

CAPS Pacific Beach
1856 Garnet Ave., San Diego 92109
858-866-0484
www.capsonline.org

CAPS San Diego State
6663 El Cajon Blvd., Ste. L, San Diego 92115
619-337-8080
www.capsonline.org

Culture of Life Family Services
211 S. Grape St., Escondido 92025
760-741-1224
www.colfs.org

Culture of Life Family Services
550 Washington St., Ste. 801, San Diego 92103
619-692-4401
www.colfs.org

East County Pregnancy Care Clinic
677 S. Magnolia Ave., El Cajon 92020
619-442-4357
www.ecpcc.org

Fallbrook Pregnancy Resource Center
113 E. Hawthorne, Fallbrook 92028
760-728-4105
www.pregnancyfallbrook.com

Life Choices
13412 Pomerado Rd., Ste. C, Poway 92064
858-486-1738
www.sdlifechoice.org

Pregnancy Resource Center
1830 Hacienda Dr., Ste. 8, Vista 92081
760-945-4673
www.pregnancyresourcecenter.com

Ramona Pregnancy Care Clinic
1530 Main St., Ste. 6, Ramona 92065
760-789-7059
www.ramonapregnancy.org

Silent Voices
355 K St., Ste. H, Chula Vista 91911
619-422-0757
www.silentvoices.org

Turning Point Pregnancy Resource Center
5440 Morehouse Dr., Ste. 2000, San Diego 92121
858-457-7800
www.mmpregnancy.com

This public service message underwritten by Trinity Worldwide Reprographics


