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By Lori Arnold

One year ago, while Carol Garlow was 
sedated after a fi fth hospital visit in 
four months due to complications from 

chemotherapy, the doctor told her pastor hus-
band Jim Garlow  that his wife’s condition had 
deteriorated and she only had six weeks to live.

Garlow, senior pastor of Skyline Wesleyan 
Church in La Mesa, called in the troops: their 
immediate family, extended family and several 
close friends who had been their support system 
for her then fi ve-year battle with ovarian cancer. 
They all gathered around her bedside awaiting 
the doctor to fi ll them in on what was next. 

“I had no idea this was going on,” Carol Gar-
low said about the experience. “I had no idea 
what this doctor was telling my family. … He felt 
like my body was shutting down, or beginning 

to. I came into the emergency room with some 
problems, but I didn’t feel like I was close to 
death,” she added, chuckling at the prognosis.

When she awoke in the mid afternoon, she 
was confused by the group that had gathered 
around her bedside and was wondering what 
was going on.

“All of a sudden they heard from me, ‘Did I 
miss something?’”

Later she learned that while she was under 
sedation her husband “just fell apart.”

“If I had been awake I could have fought them 
on it. ‘No I’m not. I am not dying. I have longer 
to live than (six weeks). I can feel it.’ You know, 
you can just feel it,” she said in a 90-minute 
exclusive interview from her El Cajon home 
where she continues to be treated for the cancer, 

See GARLOW, page 8
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When healing doesn’t come
Pastor’s wife clings to Christ and 
family in protracted cancer battle

By Greg Laurie

Prayer is a benefi t that we all 
share as children of the risen Sav-
ior! It is one of those 
few activities in which 
all believers can partic-
ipate, no matter what 
their denominational 
stripe. We all have ac-
cess to the throne of 
His grace due to the 
shed blood of Jesus. 

That’s one of the 
reasons I enthusiasti-
cally support the Na-
tional Day of Prayer 
and its efforts to bring the church 
together on May 2. That we have 
the support of our government for 
this day is a rare blessing that we 

must not take for granted. 
These are perilous times for our 

country. More than ever, America 
must realize that our hope lies not 

in its political, its edu-
cational or even its 
religious institutions. 
Our hope is in Christ! 
What we need in our 
land is revival. 

At the root of 
America’s problems 
is a spiritual malaise. 
We need to pray 
for our country like 
never before. And 
we need to reach out 

to a lost world with the gospel 
like never before. We need more 

National Day of Prayer 
offers focused time on 
repentance and prayer

Greg Laurie

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — With just a few 
weeks left before the annual Na-
tional Day of Prayer, set for May 2, 
the Southern California coordina-
tor is seeking information on local 
events to post on the regional web-
site.

“There are a lot of reasons and 
things coming up that I think really 
will be driving people to prayer, so 

I’m anticipating it should be a very 
good year,” said Anne Subia, who 
oversees all of the prayer gather-
ings in San Diego, Los Angeles, 
Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside 
and Imperial counties.

This year’s theme is “Pray Amer-
ica.”

“I think they try to be broad,” she 
said of the theme. “It is particularly 

National Day of Prayer 
event list growing

See LAURIE, page 2

See PRAYER, page 2

By Lori Arnold

ANAHEIM — Chantell Tibbets 
carefully guards the 40 to 50 min-
utes she gets to teach fourth- and 
fi fth-graders each week at Orange 
Unifi ed School District. Though 
not a lot of time, it is coveted, so 
she tries to bring the Bible alive 
while her public school students 
enjoy a break in their regular 
school program. Sometimes, it’s 
no work at all.

“One year I had a boy who was 

so into it he read the entire Bible, 
front to back cover, and you could 
see what he learned as he shared 
that every week,” Tibbets said. 
“It’s amazing.”

Short of teachers for her Bible 
programs at Anaheim City and 
Magnolia school districts, Candy 
Kennedy recruited a substitute 
who agreed to teach the class for 
several weeks until she could fi nd 
a permanent replacement. That 
was until he witnessed Bible dis-
tribution day, usually held the sec-

ond week of the school year.
“It was such a moving experi-

ence because these kids have 
never had their own Bibles,” Ken-
nedy said. “(The substitute) came 
home from class that day and said, 
‘I’m teaching this class.’” 

Kennedy and Tibbets lead 
classes as part of Released 
Time Christian Education, a 
national program that allows 
public school children to leave 

Public school program allows for 
students to attend Bible classes

Students at an Orange Unifi ed School District Released Time class are all smiles after fi nishing their weekly Bible study.

See BIBLE CLASSES, page 5
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people hearing about who Jesus is 
and what He promises. We need 
to get back to the true God of the 
Bible, the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob—the God who sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be born in 
the manger, to die on the cross 
and to rise from the dead three 
days later.

If we turn back to that God, then 
He promises He will bless us. Here 
is the promise of God in Scripture 
to any nation, including ours: “If 
My people who are called by My 
name will humble themselves and 
pray and seek My face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land” (2 
Chronicles 7:14).

Notice to whom God directs 
His remarks. God didn’t say, “If 
Congress will turn from their 
wicked ways” or “If Hollywood 
would turn from their wicked 
ways.” Rather, God points His 
fi nger at His house—at you and 
me as believers. 

So while revival is ultimately 
God’s work, we do have a part to 
play. It begins with repentance 
and prayer—humble, earnest 
and fervent.

Revival is a work of the Holy 
Spirit; it’s what God does for us. 
But listen to this: evangelism is 
what we do for God. Preaching 
the gospel is our responsibility. 
Christ commissioned us to go into 
the world and spread the Good 
News. America needs to turn back 
to the Lord again, and we should 
pray for that, but in the meantime, 
we should be busy about the work 
that He has given to us.

Flushed with prayer
If we learn anything from past 

periods of revival, we will note that 
they are all marked by fervent, pas-
sionate prayer. If we would see our 
nation turn back to righteousness, 
then we must pray. If we would see 
souls saved, then we must pray and 
we must proclaim the gospel. 

These are the two passions I 
have, and in 2013 we have two 
national events that accomplish 
those objectives.

The fi rst is the National Day 
of Prayer. The second is Harvest 
America.

On May 2 we will come together 
as a nation to pray for our country, 
its leaders and its citizens. We will 
pray for our nation to return to 
the values that made this country 
strong and unique. We will pray for 
an outpouring of God’s Spirit to 
draw Americans into a life-chang-
ing relationship with Jesus. And we 
will pray for the strengthening of 
the family, which is the foundation 
for any civilized society. 

If we pray, God will hear. If He 
hears, who knows what He might 
do!

Seeking a Harvest
Then, this Sept. 28 and 29, we 

are asking churches all across the 
nation to open their sanctuaries for 
a presentation of the gospel that 
we are calling “Harvest America.” 
We are providing all the tools a 
church or an individual needs to 
host a successful evangelistic event 
that will be streamed live from 
Philadelphia. I will bring a simple 
gospel message and will be joined 
by musical guests MercyMe, Kirk 
Franklin, Jeremy Camp and Lec-
rae. All the information a church 
needs to participate is found on the 
Harvest America website. 

Last year we had more than 
2,400 host sites, with over 300,000 
in combined attendance. It was 
one of the largest live evangelistic 
events in American history!

Let’s do all we can, while we can, 
to seek revival for our great land.

Our great country needs it like 
never before.

Laurie, founder of Harvest Chris-
tian Fellowship in Riverside and the 
international Harvest Crusades, 
is the 2013 honorary chairman 
of the National Day of Prayer.
For more information, visit www.
nationaldayofprayer.org or www.
harvestamerica.com.

LAURIE…
Continued from page 1

broad this year.”
In selecting its annual focus, 

Subia said the national task force is 
cognizant of reaching out not only 
to evangelicals, but also to Catho-
lics, Orthodox and mainline con-
gregations.

“We’ve got people with slightly 
different perspectives on things,” 
she said.

In preparing her local materi-
als, including an 11-point prayer 
plan using the letters of the theme, 
Subia has focused on biblical top-
ics.

“The problem is that many bibli-
cal things are considered partisan, 
and they are not,” she said. “They 
are just moral.”

Those who are planning events 
may supply the information to the 
local website, which will post it for 
the public. Below is a list of the ear-
ly contributions. All events are on 
May 2, unless otherwise noted.

 Chino Hills: Calvary Chapel Sol-
id Rock is sponsoring a community 
prayer event from noon to 1 p.m. 

DAY OF PRAYER…
Continued from page 1

at Chino Hills City Hall, 14000 City 
Center Drive. 

For more information, call (909) 
606-7856.

Fontana:  A Community Prayer 
Breakfast will be held from 7:30 to 
9 a.m. at Jessie Turner Center at 
Fontana Park, 15556 Summit Ave. 
San Bernardino County Supervi-
sor Janice Rutherford will be the 
master of ceremonies with guest 
speaker Pastor Vince D’Acchioli 
and special music by Tim Kepler. 
Donations will be accepted. 

To make reservations, call (909) 
356-7166.

Hollywood: An Evening Prayer 
Gathering, hosted by Pastor Scott 
Erdman, will be held from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. in the sanctuary of First 
Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, 
1760 N. Gower St.

For more information, call (323) 
463-7161, ext. 257. 

Mission Viejo: An Evening All 
City Prayer Gathering will be held 
from 7n to 8 p.m. at  Mission Viejo 
City Hall, 200 Civic Center Drive. 
About 30 area churches are expect-
ed to participate, with as many as 
1,000 people in attendance.

For more information, call (949) 
465-1940. 

Universal City: KKLA 99.5 FM is 
sponsoring a free prayer breakfast 
for pastors and church leaders at 
the Universal Hilton in Universal 
City. The 9am event will feature na-
tional broadcaster David Jeremiah, 
host of Turning Point radio and 
pastor of Shadow Mountain Com-
munity Church in El Cajon. Other 
guests will include David Rosales 
of Calvary Chapel Chino Valley, 

LAPD chaplain Kenneth Crawford, 
Holly Wagner of Oasis Church, 
Steve Mays of Calvary Chapel South 
Bay, Netz Gomez of Iglesia Casa de 
Luz and Steve Wilburn of CORE 
Church Los Angeles. Pre-registra-

tion required at kkla.com or call 
1-888-744-3777.

For more information about the 
National Day of Prayer, visit www.
ndpsandiego.org.
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UPLAND — The 16th Annual 
So-Cal Festival & Sale will be held 
May 17 and 18 at Pacifi c Christian 
Center. The free festival is a fund-
raiser for the ministry work of the 
Mennonite Central Committee, 
which serves people struggling with 
natural disasters, famine, war, dis-
ease and poverty.

Friday’s opening day schedule, 
which includes a deep pit barbecue, 
runs from 4 to 9 p.m., and Satur-
day’s hours are 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
The Saturday event begins with a 
make-your-own-omelet breakfast.

A cornerstone of the event is live 
bidding at numerous auctions, in-
cluding household items, antiques 
and quilts. A special auction will be 
held for children. There will also be 
a variety of silent auctions. Among 
the featured items are vintage art, 
pottery, china, jewelry, toys, records 
and memorabilia.

Other sales on the center cam-
pus include a bargain yard sale, 
with such items as furniture, appli-
ances, household items and tools, a 
marketplace and food court. 

The marketplace includes items 
from Ten Thousand Villages, which 
offers fair trade, hand-crafted items 
from around the world; a country 
kitchen with homemade pies, breads, 
cookies, cookbooks, jams and honey; 
a farmer’s market with fresh fruits and 
vegetables, plants and fl owers; and a 
variety of used books.

The food court will include tri-tip 
barbecue, teriyaki chicken, tamales, 
carne asada, Korean cuisine, burgers, 
hot dogs, German sausage, funnel cake, 
strawberry shortcake, homemade ice 
cream and fair trade coffee.

A favorite draw for children is the 
Penny Power machine, which collects 
change for the needy. In addition to 
their own auction, children will be 
able to assemble school kits that MCC 
will distribute worldwide to refugee 
and displaced children. Other ac-
tivities include a balloon artist, bounce 
houses, face painting, story-telling and 
a playground.

For more information, visit or 
www.socalfestivalandsale.org call 
(909) 981-1965.

Southern California Festival & 
Sale returns May 17 and 18

PASADENA — Christian Ministries 
Training Association will hold its an-
nual Impact Convention April 19 and 
20 at the Pasadena Convention Center.

Founded in 1951 as the Greater 
Los Angeles Sunday School Associa-
tion, the organization held its fi rst re-
source convention a year later. Over 
the years the organization expanded 
its reach beyond the Los Angeles area 
and added broader resources than 
Sunday School curriculum. 

The annual convention is one of the 
largest Christian education conven-
tions in the country with more than 
120 workshops in a variety of subject 
tracks, including adults, counseling, 
early childhood, elementary, evange-
lism and outreach, family, leadership, 
special needs, men’s ministry, women’s 
ministry, technology, youth and Con-
cerns in Today’s Christian Community.

This year’s convention faculty will 
include Mary Rice Hopkins, Steve 
Karges, Steve Russo, Carolyn Stand-
erfer, Mike Shipman, Marcia Sevilla, 
Randy Rodden, Nancy Tichy, William 
Peters, Lisa Pham, Annette Mulligan, 

Kathy Collard Miller, Dr. James Meyer, 
Darcie Maze and Eric Buehrer. 

Among the workshop topics are 
“Equipping Ministers with a Bible Study 
Tool Belt,” “Five Doors into Anyone’s 
Heart,” “Comics and the Bible,” “Spiri-
tual Mentoring of Teenagers,” “Loopy 
Learning: How Kids Learn Today,” 
“Can You Defend What You Believe?” 
“Dealing with Church Antagonists,” 
“Engaging Culture,” “Disciples Don’t 
Grow in Pews,” “Experience Freedom 
from your Hurts,” “Hang ups and 
Habits, “Hope and Help for Special 
Needs Using the Arts,” “Marriage and 
Ministry: Disaster or Delight?” “Learn 
to Do It Better, Kiddo,” “Puppetry 
101,” and “Every Christian is Calledto 
Counsel.”

In addition to the convention, the 
all-volunteer CMTA offers programs to 
benefi t Sunday School teachers, Sun-
day School superintendents, Christian 
Education directors, pastors and other 
Christian workers.

For more information, visit www.
cmtaconvention.org.

Annual Christian education 
conference in PasadenaBy Meredith Flynn 

BP News

MARYVILLE, Ill. — Cindy Win-
ters didn’t set out to write a book. 
But as she journaled about her 
grief and pain after her husband 
Fred was killed in his Maryville, Ill., 
pulpit four years ago, she realized 
how healing the writing process 
could be. And she wanted to share 
that with others on a similar jour-
ney.

Pastor Fred Winters was killed at 
First Baptist Church in Maryville 
in 2009, when a gunman entered 
a Sunday morning worship service 
on March 8 and shot him in the 
pulpit. Media outlets immediately 
descended on Maryville, pushing 
the story into national headlines. 
Just days later, Cindy Winters ex-
tended forgiveness to the shooter 
on CBS’ “Early Show.”

“We have been praying for him,” 
she said. “... We really fi rmly believe 
that he can fi nd hope and forgive-
ness and peace through this by 
coming to know Jesus.”

Hope, forgiveness and peace are 
among the themes in Winters’ new 
book “Refl ections from the Pit,” 
available now on www.amazon.com. 
Her writing process started simply, 
when she sat down with pen and 
paper to express some of the emo-

tions that were overwhelming her.
“I would leave that writing ex-

perience with a sense of renewed 
strength,” Winters said. “Often-
times, peace would sweep in over 
me, and then hope. And just a 
sense of ‘OK, you know what, I’m 
going to be able to make it through 
the rest of the day.’”

In brief devotion-like sections, 
Winters shares her thoughts in 
hopes of easing some of grief’s 
isolation. The book also includes 
Scripture passages, nature pictures, 
prayers, poems and space for read-
ers to write their own journal en-
tries.

“They’re all highly personal, and 
they all come out of a feeling of be-
ing overwhelmed,” Winters said of 
her entries. “They’re not all sad, 
they’re not all dark. Some of them 
are funny. Some of them come 
from really good places; some of 
them are obviously from a really 
bad spot.”

And the book isn’t just for people 
going through grief. “I think it’s for 
anybody who has found themselves 
in the pit, regardless of how we get 
there. The pit can be very painful, 
and very dark, and very hard to get 
out of. So I think it’s for anybody 
who can say, ‘You know what? My 
life’s in the pit right now.’”

People from Illinois and Mis-

souri were on hand for a March 10 
open house to celebrate the book’s 
release at the Wildey Theater in 
nearby Edwardsville.

Winters feels a close connection 
with the Maryville community that 
protects her husband’s memory and 
legacy, evidenced in part by Fred 
Winters Memorial Park, scheduled 
to be completed this year. 

As for her family -- Winters has 
two teenage daughters -- she admits 
life still feels like a roller coaster. 

“We still have so many transitions that 
we are making,” Winters said. “That is 
so odd to say after four years, but we 
are. There’s still a lot of things that are 
kind of unsettled and a lot of aspects of 
our life that are still extremely diffi cult 
to try to navigate through.

“But there is a level of normalcy 
to our life now that there wasn’t a 
couple years ago. There are things 
we do now that don’t have the same 
kind of sting to them, you know, 
because we’ve done them now four 
times in a row.”

And God has sustained them.
“... It all comes down to just 

knowing that God is faithful and 
that He’s good, and trusting Him, 
and looking at that every day. And 
not relying on ourselves or our cir-
cumstances to be our comfort. And 
knowing that only truly God can 
heal and comfort us.”

Wife of slain pastor tells of peace, hope

BP News

NASHVILLE — Worship leader 
Chris Tomlin “is the most prolifi c 
songwriter in the United States 
now, in this past decade,” a Chris-
tian music executive said in a CNN 
feature highlighting the differences 
between Tomlin and secular stars.

Howard Rachinski, CEO of 
Christian Copyright Licensing In-
ternational (CCLI), the company 
that tracks what music is used in 
churches around the world, said 
last year churches used 128 songs 
Tomlin wrote or co-wrote. 

According to CNN.com March 
9, CCLI estimates that every Sun-
day in the United States, between 
60,000 and 120,000 churches are 
singing Tomlin’s worship songs. 

The article identifi ed Tomlin, 
who leads worship for Passion con-
ferences and helped pack the Geor-
gia Dome in Atlanta with college 

students in January, as the “undis-
puted king of worship music.” 

But CNN noted the secret to Tom-
lin’s success: “The stage, the lights, the 
band aren’t about him. As lively as his 
shows are, the point is not to get you 
inside the doors. The point is to get 
you singing in church.”

Churches across the spectrum—
black, white, Asian, large, small—con-
nect with Tomlin’s songs, the article 
said. His goal, he told CNN, is to write 
songs that communicate what people 
would like to say to God.

Tomlin, 40, grew up learning 
country music in Texas, he said, 
and he didn’t give any thought to 
a career writing worship music. 
But in college, as he starting writ-
ing worship songs, he was invited 
to lead Christian conferences with 
10,000 students, CNN reported. 

“I was just writing songs for the 
church and from there they just 
started taking off,” Tomlin, now 

the worship pastor at Passion City 
Church in Atlanta, said.

Unlike mainstream musical ce-
lebrities, Tomlin isn’t driven by 
money or his own fame, the article 
said. 

“I feel like I have a responsibility, 
that God has given me a gift to write 
songs for His church that people 
listen to and that people are com-
ing to expect now,” he said. “... The 
difference to me in the music is 
that I ask that God’s presence be on 
it and that people, when they sing 
these songs, sense that God does 
something.”

Tomlin added that when he’s on 
stage, it’s not about him. In fact, he 
prefers to step back from the micro-
phone and listen to God’s people 
praising Him in unison.

“It’s about a greater name than 
my name,” Tomlin told CNN. “My 
name is on the ticket, but this is 
about a greater name.”

Chris Tomlin ‘most prolifi c songwriter’ in U.S.
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The sound of inevitability squelches truth
Given his track record on mari-

tal fi delity, former President Bill 
Clinton is not the person I would 
consult about “committed, loving 
relationships.” Clinton used those 
words in a Washington Post op-
ed in early March, urging the Su-
preme Court to overturn the 1996 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), 
which defi nes marriage as the legal 
union of one man and one woman, 
which he signed into law.

In his column, Clinton said that 
1996 “was a very different time.” No 
state recognized same-sex marriage 
and supporters of DOMA “believed 
that its passage ‘would diffuse a 
movement to enact a constitutional 
amendment banning gay marriage, 
which would have ended the debate 
for a generation or more.’” Clinton 
says he now supports same-sex mar-
riage based on justice, equality and 
the Constitution.

All of the arguments for and 
against same-sex marriage have 
been heard and were heard again 
on March 26 and 27 when lawyers 

on both sides of the 
issue argued two key 
cases regarding same-
sex marriages before 
the Supreme Court. 
The justices are ex-
pected to rule in June. 
It will be the Court’s 
most important social 
and cultural ruling 
since its 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision.

What advocates for same-sex 
marriage should be asked is 
whether they consider any other 
human relationship worthy of 
similar constitutional protection 
and based on what standard? 
The Constitution doesn’t guar-
antee the right to marry. States, 
not the federal government, issue 
marriage licenses. Current laws 
restrict “underage” marriage, as 
well as polygamy. If same-sex mar-
riage is approved, what’s to stop 
polygamists from demanding 
legal protection and cultural ac-
ceptance? Justice Antonin Scalia 

predicted as much 
in 2003 in his dissent 
of the Lawrence v. 
Texas case, in which 
the Court struck 
down the sodomy 
law in Texas. So I 
ask, if “fairness” and 
“equality” are the 
standard, isn’t it also 
“unfair” to “discrimi-
nate” against polyga-

mists who wish to live in “loving” 
and “committed” relationships?

Since we are rapidly discarding 
the rules for living and social order 
set down in a book found in most 
motel room drawers, what is to re-
place it? Opinion polls? Clever le-
gal arguments? Fairness? What ex-
actly does “fairness” mean and who 
decides what’s fair? Many things 
may seem “unfair,” but not all can, 
or should, be addressed by courts.

I am reminded of this ex-
change between Humpty Dumpty 
and Alice in Lewis Carroll’s “Alice 
in Wonderland”:

“‘When I use a word,’ Humpty 
Dumpty said, in a rather scornful 
tone, ‘it means just what I choose 
it to mean—neither more nor 
less.’ ‘The question is,’ said Al-
ice, ‘whether you can make words 
mean so many different things...’”

Recently in Sacramento, Ca-
lif., Justice Anthony Kennedy la-
mented that the Supreme Court 
is asked to settle too many politi-
cally charged issues. Responding 
to reporters, Kennedy said, “A 
democracy should not be depen-
dent for its major decisions on 
what nine unelected people from 
a narrow legal background have 
to say. And I think it’s of tremen-
dous importance for our politi-
cal system to show the rest of the 
world -- and we have to show our-
selves fi rst -- that democracy works 
because we can reach agreement 
on a principle basis.”

The states, or Congress, should 
be allowed to sort out how they 
wish to defi ne and license mar-
riage, not the Supreme Court.

It doesn’t take a prophet to 
see where this is headed. A na-
tion that legalizes abortion and 
applies no stigma to cohabita-
tion and out-of-wedlock births is 
not about to suddenly discover 
the moral courage to say “no” to 
same-sex marriage.

In the 1999 fi lm “The Matrix,” 
Agent Smith has Neo pinned down 
on a subway track. As the train ap-
proaches, Agent Smith says: “You 
hear that, Mr. Anderson? That is 
the sound of inevitability. It is the 
sound of your death.”

If, as I suspect, the Supreme 
Court strikes down DOMA, it will 
be the inevitable result of an in-
creasing number of Americans 
abandoning the Source of mo-
rality and goodness. As Calvin 
Coolidge said of our Declaration 
of Independence, “We cannot 
continue to enjoy the result if we 
neglect and abandon the cause.”

© 2013 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.

Okay, so Christians are called 
“haters,” “deluded,” “theocrats,” 
you name it. But, what did you ex-
pect?

You’ve heard me refer to our 
culture as being “post-Christian.” 
It’s a shorthand way of noting the 
decreasing infl uence of Christian 
ideas and values on cultural norms, 
attitudes, and habits.

Obviously, this is far from 
a good thing. But it’s in this 
post-Christian culture that the 
Church can and must be what 
her Lord called her to be: a sign 
of contradiction.

The phrase comes from Luke’s 
Gospel. After Jesus is presented 
in the Temple, Simeon holds 
the One he has waited his entire 
life to see. He proclaims Jesus to 
be “a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your 
people Israel,” and then gives 
Mary the news that will “pierce 
her heart”: Her son will be a 

“sign that will be opposed” or 
“contradicted.” Whichever word 
you prefer, the meaning is the 
same: faithfulness to God’s call 
and His truth on our part will be 
met with opposition.

It could hardly be otherwise. As 
Benedict XVI wrote in his book 
“Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy 
Narratives,” “man’s ‘contradic-
tion’ of God runs all the way 
through history.” We live in a time 
when “God himself is constantly 
regarded as a limitation placed 
upon our freedom that must 
be set aside if man is ever to be 
completely himself.”

God is love, but this love “can 
be hated when it challenges us 
to transcend ourselves.”

This hatred of the love that 
redeems sent Jesus to the cross. 
And it’s why we ourselves should 
expect to be rejected. By the 
way, we in the West should count 
our blessings. A Pew Forum 

study estimates that 
Christians are ac-
tively persecuted in 
131 of the world’s 
197 countries. Ap-
proximately 100,000 
are murdered every 
year because of their 
faith.

So what should be 
our response? Well for 
starters, how about no 
whining. As I just told you, at the 
very least, Scripture warns us to 
expect opposition and rejection. 
When faced with opposition and 
hostility, our principle response 
should be to ensure that we are be-
ing opposed for the right reasons. 
If people are to speak ill of us, they 
should do so because our message 
and our lives are inescapable re-
minders of what it means to tran-
scend ourselves and live as if there 
were something greater than our 
own desires.

One obvious ex-
ample is our un-
equivocal support, 
in word and deed, 
of the sanctity of hu-
man life and mar-
riage. I say “word 
and deed,” because 
we Christians are of-
ten better at demon-
strating what we’re 
against than articu-

lating and modeling a Christian 
alternative of what it means to 
be truly human. As Chuck Col-
son might say, we’re good at op-
posing, we’ve got to be better at 
proposing.

Another, unfortunately less-
obvious example is being cham-
pions of the weak, oppressed 
and marginalized. For instance, 
the American criminal justice 
system is in desperate need of 
reform. Offenders and their 
families should have no better 

friends and advocates than the 
people of God. Which is precise-
ly why Chuck founded Prison 
Fellowship—to bring the love 
of Christ to prisoners and their 
families—and Justice Fellow-
ship—to bring biblically based 
reforms to the justice system.

So instead of being just an-
other aggrieved interest group, 
let’s pray God will give us grace 
to become those signs of con-
tradiction. Instead of complain-
ing when people speak ill of us, 
we should recall Jesus’s words 
in Matthew 5, “Blessed are you 
when people insult you, perse-
cute you, and falsely say all kinds 
of evil against you because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven.”

© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Metax-
as is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a 
radio commentary, formerly featur-
ing the late Chuck Colson.

Facing opposition: Let’s be disliked for the right reasons

Cal Thomas

Eric Metaxas

“Personal leadership 
is the process of keeping 
your vision and values 
before you and aligning 
your life to be congruent 
with them.”

— Stephen Covey, 
leadership consultant 

and writer

One of the most 
competitive catego-
ries of computer apps these days 
is the category everyone terms 
productivity. I’ve discovered that 
half the battle of getting things 
done is just getting them down. 
Grabbing a swirling list of things 
to do out of my head and order-
ing them in a prioritized list helps 
me relax.  

But the greatest aspect of these 
apps for me is priorities—high-
lighting the tasks on the list that 
really matter. Imagine making 
daily decisions without a sense of 
what’s important. Do I work on 
my new book, or answer e-mail? 
Do I plan my wife’s birthday or 
work on a blog post? Do I do my 
taxes or fi x the plumbing prob-
lem? 

Every day is made 
up of many decisions 
based on what’s real-
ly important. In fact, 
I would go so far as 
to say that most un-
successful people are 
unsuccessful because 
they either can’t or 
won’t decide on the 
important priorities 
in their lives.

In writing my latest book, I 
learned that the secret to under-
standing your priorities is having 
values. Values are the bumpers on 
the bowling alley of life. They de-
termine our boundaries—how far 
we’ll go on questionable issues. 
Knowing what matters—what you 
value—is absolutely the key to 
living a life of meaning and pur-
pose. 

Values determine what’s im-
portant and help determine your 
daily decisions. And while values 
infl uence the big choices—your 
chances of cheating on your 
spouse, robbing a bank or killing 
your neighbor—they also govern 
a million small decisions we make 
every day.

Every day we have multiple op-
portunities to express our values, 
and, frankly, many of us drop the 
ball. But what seems like some-
thing insignifi cant now can easily 
become something huge tomor-
row.

“We may defi ne therapy as a search 
for value.”

— Abraham Maslow, 
psychologist and philosopher

The problem really isn’t hav-
ing values; the problem is living 
them out. Sure, we all value hon-
esty, integrity and forgiveness, 
but when pressed, do we really 
live them out? And what about 
when it costs us? Are we willing 
to be honest when it’s so easy to 
change our tax return? Or tell the 
truth when it comes to helping a 
coworker get the raise you want? 
Or supporting your spouse when 
he or she is driving you crazy or 
not paying attention to you?

Pursuing a life of value can be 
costly. It comes with a price. But 
what we exchange for that price is 
the ability to hold our head high 
during the day and sleep well at 

night. Perhaps just as importantly, 
it allows us to relax. The mental 
toll of cheating, lying or stealing 
is draining. Trying to remember 
the lie you told your boss the last 
time so today’s lie will match up 
can literally wear you out. 

“Education without values, as use-
ful as it is, seems rather to make man a 
more clever devil.”

— C. S. Lewis, author of “The 
Chronicles of Narnia”

Values matter. They’re the map 
on the journey of self-discovery 
that leads to discovering your 
purpose in life. Discovering that 
purpose without a sense of values 
is like being unable to make a de-
cision about which turn to make. 
In many ways our culture has lost 
its sense of values; I worry about 
a generation that’s been brought 
up afraid to make choices for fear 
of offending someone. We’ve be-
come a culture afraid to make 
judgments and proscribe values 
to anything because of our over-
whelming fear of offending. But 
something inside knows that’s 
not true. Some choices are bet-

ter than others. Some decisions 
make sense, and others don’t. 

“No amount of ability is of the slight-
est avail without honor.”

— Andrew Carnegie, 
industrialist, businessman, 

and philanthropist

Your power to choose is remark-
able. Your ability to change your 
life is directly connected to your 
ability to make choices and to take 
responsibility for those choices.  In 
other words, your daily decisions 
determine your destiny. The point 
is that your career and your life 
need to be aligned with your values. 
Whatever you choose to do can’t 
contradict or confl ict with your ba-
sic principles.

The foundation of your life is 
what gives you the confi dence to 
make strong decisions, and that 
foundation is ultimately created 
from what you value.

Cooke, Ph.D. is a media producer 
and strategist. His new book is “One 
Big Thing: Discovering What You 
Were Born to Do.” Find out more 
at philcooke.com.

Is it time to rethink ‘old fashioned’ values?

Phil Cooke
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their regular studies for Bible 
teaching. California is one of 
32 states allowing released time 
activities, which are initiated by 
parents, held off school property 
and funded entirely by individu-
als and religious organizations. 
Despite legal challenges, the 
Released Time has been upheld 
by a 1952 ruling by the U.S. Su-
preme Court. That ruling paved 
the way for the program as long 
as the classes are not held on 
school district property.

“The longevity in this program 
is just amazing,” said Kennedy, 
who coordinates the program 
in Anaheim. “We have a board 
member who was one of our 
original Released Time students 
in 1943. We have many teachers 
who have taught for 15, 20, 30 
years. It really is phenomenal.”

The original Released Time 
student, Helen Colburn, went on 
to spend 50 years teaching her 
own class and has served on the 
local board for another 10 years.

 “Part of its longevity has been 
because it’s kind of under the 
radar,” Kennedy said. “We have 
been challenged legally a couple 
of times over the years. We have 
been challenged and won every 
time.”

To mark its 70th anniversary in 
Southern California, the Ana-
heim and Orange chapters will 
hold a celebration event begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. May 3 at Cov-
enant Presbyterian Church. The 
free event will include a Student 
Art Exhibit, musical performanc-
es and refreshments.

“People have to be exposed to it 
to really believe it,” Kennedy said.

Chapels on wheels
To accommodate the Supreme 

Court’s stipulation that Released 
Time must operate off campus, 
the Anaheim and Orange pro-
grams provide the lessons in mo-
bile trailers they call “Chapel on 
Wheels.” The mobile classrooms 
make it easier for the chapters 
to stay within the one-hour limit 
allowed for the instruction and 
travel. Each chapel is equipped 
with student desks and all of 
the other traditional features of 
a classroom, except the posters 
and room decorations all boast 
information about Jesus and the 
Bible. TVs and video machines 
allow them to show movies, in-
cluding the Jesus Film. Between 
the two programs, students are 
reached with 12 mobile class-
rooms at 39 campuses.

In Kennedy’s two districts 
alone, 500 students are served 
through seven mobile chapels 
that hold 45 weekly classes at 28 
campuses.

“Just the logistics of moving 
these mobile classrooms to 27 
campuses is about 150 moves per 
month,” Kennedy said. “So this 
truck and the drivers that are 
dedicated—we call them chapel 
angels—tow them to these 27 
campuses every week. The grid of 
the schedule is pretty comical.”

Kennedy said the program is vi-
tal in reaching children who are 
not exposed to the gospel.

“I love teaching,” Kennedy 
said. “I found that in Released 
Time, it was a unique opportu-
nity to share Christ because the 
kids from public schools seem to 
really understand that it’s unique 
that they are hearing about God 
during their school day.

 “Seventy-fi ve percent of 
our kids come completely un-
churched, so they come hungry. 

A volunteer teaches a Released Time lesson in one of the ministry’s mobile 
classrooms, called a “Chapel on Wheels.”

The greatest missions fi eld in the 
world is children. What we have 
right here, out our front door, is 
an amazing missions fi eld.”

Receptive students
Tibbets, who coordinates the 

Orange program, was one of sev-
eral involved with the program 
as children. Her program uses 
six mobile chapels to serve 260 
students in 18 weekly classes on 
16 campuses. 

“I had done Released Time in 
Santa Ana growing up as a kid, 
and I was happy to help,” she 
said. “I remember I loved going. 
It was a great time. I’ve always 
followed Christ all of my life, and 
I think that it just encouraged 
that.”

Now, as an administrator, Tib-
bets said she believes the pro-
gram fi lls an enormous void in 
the lives of children. 

“Most of them are receptive to 
learning and hearing the Good 
News,” she said. “Most of them 
haven’t heard any of these Bible 
truths and realized how much 
God loves them. I think that real-
ly gives them peace and security.

“There are a lot of kids who 
come from homes that are quite 
troubled. Hearing their stories 
and being able to give them 
peace and comfort. I love it.”

She said that people are 
amazed to learn that such a pro-
gram is offered to schools in a 
day and age when religion in the 
public square is often squelched.

“I wish it wasn’t such a sur-
prise,” Tibbets said. “I wish that 
we could go in bold confi dence 
every day doing what we do and 
not being afraid to stepping 
on somebody’s toes. But I feel 
blessed that we are still allowed 
to do this and just pray that 
God continues to give us favor 
and allows us to continue in the 
schools. There is a lot of factors 
come against us. We just have 
to be strong and know that this 
is His ministry and He doesn’t 
want us to give up on it.”

Volunteers needed
Both chapters said they are in 

need of volunteers, especially 
younger adults who can help 
as classroom assistants, drivers, 
website designers and mainte-
nance workers. 

“It is notable that this is at no cost 
to the school districts, the students 
and their families and the taxpay-
ers,” Kennedy said, adding that 
program operates because of do-
nations from a few local churches, 
individuals and some grants that 
have helped with the purchase of 
the mobile trailers.

“If we had a volunteer or a 
dollar every time we hear God’s 
people complain that they took 
the prayer out of schools and 
that public education is all fall-
ing apart …”

In addition to Anaheim and 
Orange, Released Time also of-
fers programs at Azusa, Chino 
Valley, Compton, Corona, Fuller-
ton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, 
Ontario-Montclair, Placentia-Yor-
ba Linda, Pomona, Santa Ana, 
Taft and Westminster schools.

Covenant Presbyterian is locat-
ed at 1855 N. Orange-Olive Road 
in Orange.

For more information, visit www.
careleasedtime.org/pb or call 
(714) 403-4776 or (714) 914-7189.  

BIBLE CLASSES…
Continued from page 1

Each year Candy Kennedy has 
the children involved in the Re-
lease Time Christian Education 
programs at her two Anaheim 
school districts write essays about 
how they feel about their weekly 
hourlong Bible instruction. The 
following are a few excerpts from 
their essays:

 “I think that Released Time is 
important because a kid can get 
to know God better and learn 
about His great glory. He said on 
the cross that “It is fi nished,” and 
what He meant by that is that all 
the sin in the world is fi nished, 
you no longer have to cover it up 
with perfect lambs because He 
is that Perfect Lamb. Except He 
doesn’t cover your sins; He takes 
them away.”  

— Sarah

 “I love Jesus because since 
I came He and the teachers of 
Chapel on Wheels have really 
opened my eyes to the path of 
Jesus. I know that Jesus loves me 
and is always with me. I always 
want the Word of Jesus in my 
mouth.” 

— Darin

 “I want to learn about Jesus 
and pray to Him. When I come to 
RT I feel free to speak my mind. 
I know that when I pray aloud I 
won’t be laughed at. The teacher 
tells us about miracles Jesus had 
done like heal the blind and 
He also raised the dead. She ex-
plains to us about God and I can 
understand what she says. I can 
now understand what Jesus tells 
me.”

 — Cheyenne

“The reason I want to learn 
about Jesus and God is because 
it teaches me how to be a bet-
ter person and choose the right 
thing between good and evil. It’s 
fun to learn about Jesus. Every 
time I see or hear about Jesus 
I ask myself, ‘Why is He such a 
good person? Why did He give 
up His life for us?’ It just keeps 
me thinking. Many people treat-
ed Him bad, but His real friends 
loved Him. Whenever you hear 
that Jesus gets crucifi ed you think 
that’s the end…but it’s NOT!” 

— Claudia

“I came to RT to learn about 
God. The teachers have really 
motivated me to have a relation-
ship with God. I have been led to 
Christ so that I may go to heaven 
and live with God forever. I hope 
that other kids will get led to 
Christ too.”

 — Jacob

 “I love to pray everyday be-
cause I love to communicate 
with God. The students in RT 
have been praying here, there 
and everywhere! Heaven is Para-
dise where ‘God wipes your tears 
away”’If you want to go to Heav-
en, you must ‘pass Jesus.’” 

— Ezra

 “God made the world and He 
helps people. He loves us all. He 
had disciples that believed in 
Him, so they spread the Word 
of God to everyone. When God 
died on the cross, He came back 
three days later. We should all be 
disciples because God forgave us 
for every sin we did.” 

— Alejandra

Voices of the children
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Spirit West Coast 
tickets now on sale

MONTEREY — Tickets are now 
on sale for this year’s Spirit West 
Coast music festival, to be held Aug. 
1 to 3 at Laguna Seca, near Mon-
terey.

The festival has just added the 
Rhett Walker Band to its line-up. 
According to the festival promot-
ers, the Rhett Walker Band “was 
the knock-out performance each 
night” at The Rock & Worship 
Roadshow, which made recent 
stops in San Jose, Sacramento and 
Fresno. 

Headline acts for the festival will 
be Tenth Avenue North, Jeremy 
Camp and the Newsboys. 

Speakers include Reggie Dabbs, 
Bryan James, Bob Lenz, Reid Saun-
ders and Al Menconi.

Full event tickets are now $103 
and gradually increase to $149 at 
the gate. Single-day admission is 
$39 to $65. Discounts are available 
for groups, juniors and military 
personnel and their dependents. 
Children 5 and under are admitted 
free.

Annual PJI justice 
gala set for April 13

ANAHEIM — John Bolton, for-
mer U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations, will be the keynote speak-
er for Pacifi c Justice Institute’s an-
nual “Celebra-
tion of Justice” 
gala, to be 
held April 13 
at the Grand 
Californian at 
Disneyland Re-
sort. 

Bolton will share his insights 
about “the world as it really is,” of-
fering his “unparalleled and candid 
perspective on world events.”

Lara Scott from The Fish will 
serve as the master of ceremony. 
During the event, PJI offi cials 
will highlight signifi cant victories 
achieved over the past year. In ad-
dition, attorneys and community 
leaders who have been instrumen-
tal in achieving signifi cant victories 
for faith and family will be recog-
nized. 

Tickets for the event are $250 per 
person, with all proceeds to benefi t 
the work of the institute. 

To register, visit www.regonline.
com/coj.

Fundraising tea to 
benefi t local CEF 

BREA — Child Evangelism Fel-
lowship of Central Orange County 
will hold its fi rst Spring Tea fund-
raiser at 10 a.m. April 20. Proceeds 
from the event will be used to refur-
bish the ministry’s Noah’s Ark.

The theme of the tea is “A Day 
of Beauty” and will feature demon-
strations on make-up application, 
jewelry accessorizing, home deco-
rating and a talk on inner beauty by 
Debbie Gerhardt, wife of CEF state 
Director Bill Gehardt. 

The tea, catered by Sweet Heav-
en, will also offer a silent auction, 
door prizes and a shopping bou-
tique. 

Tickets are $25. 
The church is located at 217 E 

Birch St. 
For information or to order tick-

ets, call (714) 365-1043.

‘Brilliance’ conference 
to shine in Santa Ana

SANTA ANA — The Assemblies 
of God “Brilliance” Southern Cali-
fornia Women’s Conference will be 
held April 19 and 20 at Santa Ana 
First Assembly of God Church. The 
conference begins at 1:30 p.m. Fri-
day and ends at 1:30 p.m. Saturday.

J e a n n e 
Mayo will 
be the guest 
speaker. Mayo 
is founder and 
president of 
Youth Leader’s 
Coach and di-
rector of the 

youth and young adult outreach at 
Victory World Church in Georgia. 
Also an international speaker and 
author, she is a former youth leader 
at Capital Christian Center in Sac-
ramento.

Advance tickets are $60 if made 
by April 9, $70 afterward.

The church is located at 1440 E. 
Santa Clara Ave.

For more information, call (714) 
742-8812. 

‘Beauty for Ashes’ 
fundraiser luncheon

WHITTIER — “Beauty for Ash-
es,” a fundraising event for 3rd 
Step, will be held from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. April 13 at the Radis-
son Hotel. The luncheon event 
includes a boutique and fashion 
show.

 Sheri Rose 
Shepherd will 
be the special 
guest and will 
share about 
God’s trans-
forming power 
to touch the 
lives of wom-
en. Shepherd, 
a humorist and Bible life coach, is 
an author and speaker who travels 
on the Women of Joy Tour.

Registration is $50. 
The hotel is located at 7320 

Greenleaf Ave.
For more information, call (714) 

742-8812. 

Celebrating families 
with lunch concert

NORWALK — Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Norwalk will sponsor 
“A Celebration of Family Worship 
& Concert Experience” at noon 
May 4.

The event includes a Mexican 
food bar luncheon in the Fellow-
ship Hall, to be followed by a con-
cert in the church.

The family friendly event will 
feature Jana Alayra, who will be in-
terweaving Scripture with song and 
stories. Alayra has a successful chil-
dren’s music ministry.

Raffl e drawings will be held.
Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 

for children 12 and under.
The church is located at11507 

Studebaker Road. For more infor-
mation, call (562) 864-3713. 
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for Orange County not listed in this issue.
• Events for the Inland Empire, LA County and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 

Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

APR 1-30
O.C. Singles for Christ Friday Nite Gather-
ing. Fridays 7:30pm, Shoreline Church, 
10350 Ellis Ave., Foundation Valley, free 
• (949) 872-2432, ocsfc1.org

APR 5 • FRIDAY
  The Substance Worship & Gift of Healing 
with Evangelist D.L. Palm. 5pm, 121 S 
Center St., Orange • (714) 865-4342

APR 6 • SATURDAY
Foreclosure Prevention Workshop. 7am-
3pm,   Calvary Church anta Ana, 1010 N 
Tustin Ave., Santa Ana • (714) 550-2356, 
calvarylife.org

Worship Service, with guest speaker 
Navy Seal Chad Williams. 5pm, Mount 
of Olives Church, 24772 Chrisanta Dr., 
Mission Viejo, free • (949) 837-7467

Apologetics Club meeting, free movie 
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos 
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa 
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

APR 7 • SUNDAY
Special Messages on the Resurrection, 
updates regarding Christian Issues, thru 
April. 3pm, Spires Restaurant, 13030 
Goldenwest/Knott Ave., Westminster, 
free • (714) 943-7942

APR 11 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connec-
tion Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn, 
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714) 
761-4012

APR 12-14 • FRI-SUN 
Calvary’s Art Weekend, art by local art-
ists. Fri 4:30pm; Sat 1pm; Sun 6pm, 
Calvary Church anta Ana, 1010 N Tustin 
Ave., Santa Ana • (714) 973-4800, 
calvarylife.org/art

  APR 13 • SATURDAY
C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. 4pm 
& 8pm, Alex Theatre, 216 N Brand Blvd., 
Glendale, $39-59 • (818) 243-2539, 
screwtapeonstage.com

Pacifi c Justice Institute 10th Annual Gala, 
Celebration of Justice, with John Bolton. 
5-9:30pm, Disney’s Grand Californian 
Hotel, Anaheim • (714) 796-7151, 
regonline.com/coj 

APR 14 • SUNDAY
Dancing for Life, Spring Fling. 12-6pm, 
Newpor t Beach Tennis Club, 2601 

Eastbluff Dr., Newport Beach, $10 • 
(714) 625-3508

APR 19 • FRIDAY
The Substance Worship & Gift of Healing 
with Evangelist D.L. Palm. 5pm, 121 S 
Center St., Orange • (714) 865-4342

 “How We Love” Seminar, by Milan & Kay 
Yerkovich. 7:30pm, Shoreline Church, 
10350 Ellis Ave., Foundation Valley, $10. 
Hosted by O.C. Singles of Christ • (949) 
872-2432, ocsfc1.org

  Israel Houghton & Darlene Zshech, in 
concert. 7pm, Abundant Living Family 
Church, 10900 Civic Center Dr., Rancho 
Cucamonga, $20 • abundantfamily.org

APR 19-20 • FRI-SAT
“Brilliance” Women’s Conference, with 
Jeanne Mayo. Fri 1:30pm-Sat 1:30pm, 
Santa Ana Assembly of God Church, 
1440 E. Santa Clara Ave., Santa Ana, 
$60-70 • (714) 742-8812

CMTA Impact Convention, Pasadena 
Convention Center. For professional and 
volunteer workers in Christian education 
ministry • cmtaconvention.org

APR 20 • SATURDAY
Rummage Sale. 8am, Lifeway Church, 
1120 Highland Dr., Vista • (760) 724-2280

Fundraising Spring Tea, for Child Evange-
lism Fellowship. 10am-1pm, Brea Baptist 
Church, 217 E. Birch St., Brea, $25 • 
(714) 365-1043 

Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship 
Int’l, inspiring testimonies, open to 
public. 2pm, Coco’s Restaurant, 12582 
Valley View St., Garden Grove, no cover 
charge • (714) 943-7942

Matthew Ward, presented by The Upper 
Room Coffee House. 7:30pm, 24851 
Crisanta Dr., Mission Viejo • 1-888-
679-8228, theupperroompresents.com

Apologetics Club meeting, free movie 
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos 
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa 
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

APR 26 • FRIDAY
Motown Komedy Slamm, presents the 
“Jon Gibson CD Release Party” and 
after-party dance 7:30pm-12am, Alpine 
Village Center, 8 33 W. Torrance Blvd., 
Torrance, $10-15 • (714) 622-4977, 
spectaculareventz.com

APR 27 • SATURDAY
Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio & Kari 
Jobe, “Burning Lights Tour.” 7pm, Ve-
rizon Wireless Amphitheatre, Irvine • 
transparentproductions.com

APR 30-MAY 2 • TUE-THU
Authentic Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, Pat Lencioni, Dr. Wesley K. Staf-
ford & more. Hilton Anaheim, Anaheim, 
$189-699. Hosted by the Christian 
Leadership Alliance • christianleader-
shipalliance.org

  MAY 2 • THURSDAY
National Day of Prayer • ndpsandiego.
org, nationaldayofprayer.org

LA National Day of Prayer Breakfast for 
pastors & church leaders, featuring Dr. 
David Jeremiah. 9am, Universal Hilton 
Hotel, Hosted by KKLA • kkla.com

MAY 3 • FRIDAY
Released Time 70th Anniversary Event. 
6:30pm, Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
1855 N Orange-Olive Rd., Orange, free • 
(714) 403-4776, (714) 914-7189

“Brave,” movie night. 7pm, Son Light 
Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, free 
• (714) 997-8501

MAY 4 • SATURDAY
Budget & Get Out and Stay Out of Debt 
Workshop. 8:45am-1pm, Calvary Church 
anta Ana, 1010 N Tustin Ave., Santa Ana 
• (714) 550-2356, calvarylife.org

“A Celebration of Family Worship & 
Concert Experience,” with Jana Alayra. 
12pm, Trinity Lutheran Church, 11507 
Studebaker Rd., Norwalk, $8/adult, $5/
kids • (562) 864-3713

‘Truth Is’ Apologetics Youth Conference, 
with Sean McDowell, Brett Kunkle & 
more. 1-5pm, The Packinghouse Am-
phitheater, 27165 San Bernardino Ave., 
Redlands, free • (909) 793-8744 

Xclaimed Concert in the Park, with Pastor 
Paul Karanick.  3:15pm, 10871 Western 
Ave., Stanton, free • (714) 803-9692

Rockshow Comedy Tour, with Tim 
Hawkins & Bob Smiley. 7pm, Calvary 
Community Church, 5495 Via Rocas, 
Westlake Village, $18-25 • 1-888-780-
1116, trinitycommunications.org

Apologetics Club meeting, free movie 
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos 
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa 
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

MAY 10-11 • FRI-SAT
29th Annual Homeschooling Convention 
& Expo, with Michael Farris, Greg Harris 
& more. California Center for the Arts, 
Escondido • cfssd.org

MAY 11 • SATURDAY
Leave and Live a Legacy Workshop. 
8:45am-12pm, Calvary Church anta Ana, 
1010 N Tustin Ave., Santa Ana • (714) 
550-2356, calvarylife.org

MAY 16-18 • THU-SAT
“The Matchmaker,” live production. 7pm, 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 1855 
Orange-Olive Rd., Orange, $10 • (714) 
998-6650, covp.com

MAY 17 • FRIDAY
2013 Promise Tour, featuring Sanctus 
Real & other special guests. 7pm, Cor-
nerstone Community Church, 34570 
Monte Vista Dr., Wildomar, $15-25. To 
benefi t Rancho Damacitas Children’s 
Home • (951) 302-7597

MAY 17-18 • FRI-SAT
16th Annual So-Cal Festival & Sale 
for World Relief. Fri 4-9pm & Sat 7am-
4:30pm, Pacifi c Christian Center, 800 W. 
Arrow Hwy, Upland. To support Mennonite 
Central Committee’s efforts around the 
world • socalfestivalandsale.org, (909) 
981-1965

MAY 18 • SATURDAY
Apologetics Club meeting, free movie 
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos 
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa 
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

JUN 7 • FRIDAY
“Courageous,” movie night. 7pm, Son 
Light Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, 
free • (714) 997-8501

JUN 19-22 • WED-SAT
38th Annual Exodus Freedom Confer-
ence, with Alan Chambers, Lisa Bevere, 
Mike Haley & more. Concordia University, 
1530 Concordia W, Irvine • 1-888-264-
0877, exodusfreedom.org

JUN 21-23 • FRI-SAT
The C.S. Lewis Summer Conference, for 
readers, writers & mere Christians, with 
Peter Kreeft, James Como, Steve Bell & 
more. University of San Diego, San Diego 
• cslewis.org, 1-888-CSLEWIS

JUL 12-14 • FRI-SUN
Singles Safari Retreat. Renaissance 
Esmeralda Resort & Spa, Indian Wells, 
Packages starting at $205 • (714) 622-
4977, spectaculareventz.com

JUL 28 • SUNDAY
An Evening with Amy Grant, with special 
guest Brandon Heath, Greek Theatre, 
Los Angeles • ticketmaster.com, 1-800-
745-3000

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, Laguna Seca, Mon-
terey • spiritwestcoast.org

AUG 23-25 • FRI-SUN
SoCal 2013 Harvest Crusade, with 
Greg Laurie. Angel Stadium, Anaheim 
• harvest.org

SEP 29 • SUNDAY
Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie. 
Streamed nationwide • harvest.org

OCT 22-NOV 2
Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Ce-
lebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome) 
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714) 
622-4002

APR 14 • SUNDAY (cont.)

MAY 4 • SATURDAY (cont.)
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which has since spread to her liver. 
“The Lord hadn’t spoken to me 

and said, ‘Carol, you are on your 
last. I know that He will speak to me 
and He will say to me, ‘It’s time.’ I 
haven’t received that yet,” she said.

As has been her pattern since 
she was diagnosed in July 2007, 
Carol rallied after her treatment 
and by that evening was feeling 
much stronger.

“I was a totally different person 
than the person who came in the 
morning,” she said, proudly boast-
ing that she was “ruining the doc-
tor’s pronouncement that I only 
had (six weeks) to live.”

“I’ve had these experiences 
where I’m just really down, I’m 
really sick, I’m having trouble, 
and all of a sudden I rise up and 
I’m strong again and I’m moving 
forward.”

The cycle has been repeated doz-
ens of times and more frequently 
in recent months, prompting the 
family—for the fi rst time ever—to 
discuss hospice. Just four days be-
fore her interview with the Christian 
Examiner, Carol spent an entire day 
rolled up in a ball, wracked with 
pain. She was non-responsive and 
unable to move around.

“We had a long, hard cry,” Jim 
Garlow confessed. “I gave her 
permission to stop fi ghting. We 
went through that day and then 
Monday she rises up and she is 
fi ghting again. She’s going for it.”

• • •

Her strength and courage have 
been legendary, fueled by the bru-
tally honest and transparent blog 
that Jim Garlow has maintained 
throughout their protracted jour-
ney with cancer. Carol, who has 
received traditional treatment in 
San Diego, alternative treatment in 
Mexico and groundbreaking treat-
ment at the MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston, has already 
far exceeded the expectations of 
doctors. Less than 1 percent of the 
patients with her form of cancer 
live as long as she has.

The source of her strength, she 
said, is obvious and dates clear back 
to the eve of her fi rst cancer surgery.

“While I was in the hospital, just 
before surgery the Lord spoke to 
me and it was very clear,” she said. 

“He said, ‘Carol, you are going to 
have to go through everything, but 
I will be with you through it all.’”

She admits, though, to a case 
of naïveté.

“I went ohhh-kay, I can do that 
because I have a very strong belief 
in God,” she said. “I trust Him. I 
have a strong trust in Him because 
I have seen Him at work before in 
my life. I had seen Him at work in 
other people’s lives, so I know His 
Word. When He speaks it, it’s real. 
It’s on target and what He says is 
what He means. 

“So I guess I took that statement 
as a simple trust in Him. I say simple 
because at that time I had no idea 
what ‘everything’ was going to be. 
And, at this point, after fi ve years 
and six months, I feel like I’ve been 
through an awful lot of things, just 
a lot of things. I don’t know if I’ve 
been through everything, but I’ve 
been through enough.”

She admits being motivated by 
being with her family. At the time 
of her diagnosis, two of her four 
children were still in high school, 
and at that time she had four 
grandsons.

“In that naïve, simple trust I just 
plowed ahead, just counting each 
day as a day that I’m living and 
that I’m going to live,” she said. 
“I wanted to be there for them. I 
wanted to see my grandsons grow 
up. I wanted to see my teenagers 

graduate, graduate from college, 
get married. I was planning on that, 
so I lived each day as I was going 
to keep going on forever.”

She also credits her parents, 
Richard and Vivian Luckert, and 
their “stubborn” German and 
Dutch descent. Now in their 80s, 
the couple lives in Oklahoma City.

“It comes from them,” their 
daughter said. “It also defi nitely 
comes from God. I have to give 
Him credit. When I came along, 
somehow that strength was instilled 
in me from experiences in my life, 
the things that I would see around 
me.”

Some of it, she added, is born 
out of a shyness that has forced 
her to become bold, especially in 
light of a church ministry that has 
become a prominent player in the 
national culture wars.

“I have to develop an inner cour-
age, an inner strength to go for it,” 
she said. “Possibly that’s where I 
started developing it. Now, at my 
age—I’m 62—I don’t have those 
fears anymore. I just plunge in.”

That strength has not gone un-
noticed by her doctor, who early 
on asked Carol about her reaction 
to the cancer diagnosis.

“Are you in denial about what’s 
going on or is it a faith that you 
have?” the doctor asked her. “I said, 
‘It’s my faith.’ There was probably 
some denial there. I didn’t un-

derstand everything about what I 
was dealing with with cancer, but I 
wasn’t going to let it take me down. 
I wanted to stand strong against it.”

• • •

Although the Garlows have tapped 
into every conceivable advance in 
cancer treatment, prayer has been the 
biggest weapon in their arsenal, a fi tting 
tool since Carol, who is ordained in the 
Wesleyan denomination, serves as Sky-
line’s pastor of prayer and intercession. 
She admits that it has been diffi cult to 
turn over the reigns to others, but in 
the process, she has discovered even 
more about its power as people around 
the globe have dropped to their knees 
on her behalf.

“They are learning how to pray,” she 
said of the congregation. “The irony 
of this is that I’m the pastor of prayer 
and intercession at Skyline and I really 
can’t do my job, but I am doing my 
job. I’ve been teaching people to pray 
because they have had to pray without 
me teaching them. The Lord has been 
teaching them to pray.

“He’s been doing the teaching. I’m 
just giving them the problem to pray,” 
she said, a weak chuckle emerging from 
her lips. “My prayer is that they take 
that concept and pray for other things, 
which I think they are. There’s other 
people that need prayer as much I as I 
do. I’m not the only one, but because 
I am public, I’m a focal point.”

The Garlows have become nation-
ally recognized personalities because 
of Jim Garlow’s very public stand on 
traditional family values, having been 
the lightening rod for the passage of 
California’s Proposition 8. He’s also 
written numerous high-profi le books, 
including “Cracking Da Vinci’s Code,” 
“Miracles are for Real,” “A Christian’s 
Response to Islam” and “Heaven and 
the After Life.” In July 2005, two years 
before Carol was diagnosed, the couple 
released “God Still Heals: Answers to 
Your Questions about Divine Healing.” 
In retrospect, Carol said she would like 
to add a new chapter.

“It would be on grief, and this goes 
along with life,” she said. “I’ve had to 
grieve a lot of little things.”

She shared how much she misses 
driving, particularly her current car, 
a 2003 Mercedes they bought used.

“It’s the nicest car that I’ve had,” 
Carol said. “I just got it, just a 
couple of years ago, and I haven’t 
driven it much because some-
times I’m so sick people have to 
drive me. So I don’t often get to 
drive it. I walk by it after my hus-
band has driven me somewhere. I 
look at it and I think, ‘I’m never 
going to be able to drive that car 
again,’” her voice cracking. “You 
have to go through the grieving 
process of the last things you are 
going to be able to do.”

She also said she grieves the 
little touches of heaven on earth, 
such as not being able to make 
family dinners for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas and making choc-
olate chip cookie dough for Jim.

It can be a muddled process to 
grieve while still trying to concen-
trate all of your energies on fi ght-
ing to live.

In “God Still Heals” I know my 
husband talks about that some-
times healing comes through 
death,” she said. “I think I have 
some practical things to say about 
grief and how to grieve. Some 
people are afraid to grieve, I 
think, and don’t know how to 
grieve and bottle it up inside.”

She said she enjoyed the wis-
dom in the book “A Grace Dis-
guised: How the Soul Grows 
through Loss,” by Jerry Sittser, 
which she read pre-cancer. In the 
book Sittser recounts his recovery 
after his wife, daughter and moth-
er were all killed in a crash caused 
by a drunk driver.

PHOTO BY ROSIE DIAZ

Carol Garlow, with her husband, Jim Garlow, by her side, shares with the Skyline 
congregation during a March worship service. It was the fi rst time she felt able 
to attend church in several weeks. 

“There’s a lot of little griefs in 
life, just a lot of little things,” Car-
ol said. “(Sittser) said when you 
are in a moment of grief just walk 
into that pain, just move into that 
pain and just keep going into it. 
It was so freeing for me to think 
that you don’t have to stop the 
grieving. You don’t have to stop 
the pain. You can let it happen 
and, as you let it happen, it’s re-
leased from within you. Because 
trying to stop the pain just adds 
more burden to your heart.”

• • •

Although Carol said she has 
still not heard God telling her to 
prepare for the end of her journey, 
the thought of heaven comes a little 
more often now as her bad days 
compete with the good.

“I really didn’t think too much 
of heaven, except of how great it 
is, and everybody understands you 
want to go to heaven and not hell,” 
she said. “That’s the place I’m plan-
ning to go. It is more enticing to 
think that part of healing is going 
to heaven. 

“At times now, I’m at a place 
in this new year of 2013, where I 
have more pain, and having to do 
more chemo, and this last chemo 
that I’m on is making me sick. It 
gives me the feeling of I’d rather 
be in heaven than have to endure 
this anymore. This is the fi rst time 
that I have felt this way because 
I’ve been a strong faith woman. It 
seems like my strength, my faith 
have diminished, but they really 
haven’t because when I have strong 
days like this I see myself going on 
for as long as I can, but those days 
when you don’t feel well, it’s just 
really diffi cult and heaven looks 
very, very good.”

The frank conversation the 
couple had just days earlier, in 
which Jim gave his bride permis-
sion to stop fi ghting, was diffi cult 
but needed, Carol said.

“It was freeing, more so than 
anything because he’s been hold-
ing on to me,” she said of her hus-
band of 42 years. “It’s been very 
hard for him to see me in pain 
and to think of not being with 
me.”

Until then, she clings to her 
maker with faith that He knows 
what’s best.

“We’ve come to a point where I 
can truly (hear God saying), ‘Car-
ol, you are going to go through 
everything, and I will be with you 
through it all.’ I see how God has 
been with me through it all. I’ve 
made it through. I sometimes 
don’t know how I have been 
strong, how I’ve been coura-
geous, how I’ve been faithful, but 
I have been because I have such 
faith in God and trust in Him.”

As she waits upon the Lord, Carol 
vows to push ahead with her eyes 
wearily scanning the horizon for 
a miracle.

“I’ve always wanted the healing 
to be a miraculous healing,” she 
said. “I’ve been one of those that 
wanted to see it and have it for me. 
At this point, I don’t see that it’s 
going to be miraculous. I imagine, 
there is some disappointment, but 
I don’t live like that. I guess I’m an 
accepting person. At this point my 
journey with God is accepting what 
is my lot, like Psalm 16 says.

“I’ve just accepted it. I’ve ac-
cepted that this is the journey that 
I’m on. I guess that’s how I make it 
through each day, the acceptance 
that this is what today is and I’m 
just going to walk in it with what 
God has for me. And if one more 
person is challenged to go in a 
deeper way with God because of 
my experiences, then my life, so 
far, has been worth living.”

GARLOW…
Continued from page 1
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PASADENA — The board of trustees 
at Fuller Theological Seminary has 
announced that Dr. Mark Labberton, 
director of the Lloyd John Ogilvie Insti-
tute of Preaching, has been named its 
next president. His duties begin July 1.

Labberton will become the semi-
nary’s fi fth president, replacing Rich-
ard J. Mouw, who announced last May 
he was retiring from his post. Mouw 
will return to the campus in a teaching 
role after taking a study leave for the 
2013-14 academic year.

“Mark Labberton is an excellent 
choice to be the next president of 
Fuller,” Mouw said. “I know him to be 
a very gifted Christian leader who will 
be able to take Fuller into an exciting 
new future.”  

Labberton’s appointment came after 
a unanimous vote of the trustees.

“We are excited and inspired by 
the outstanding qualities and accom-
plishments he brings to this position,” 
board chairman Clifford L. Penner 
said in a statement. “He is a scholar 
and academic leader, pastor for more 
than 25 years, accomplished author and 
leading voice in many international 
ministries. Mark brings strong spiritual 

Dr. Mark Labberton, director of 
the Lloyd John Ogilvie Institute 
of Preaching at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, has been named its new 
president.

Fuller Seminary names new president to replace Mouw

leadership, a wide range of experiences 
and the vision to guide Fuller into a 
new era of global leadership in semi-
nary education.  As a Fuller alumnus 
and professor, he fully comprehends 
Fuller’s rich and diverse legacy.”

Labberton has a Bachelor of Arts de-

gree from Whitman College, a Master 
of Divinity degree from Fuller, and a 
PhD in theology from the University 
of Cambridge, England. In 2009, Lab-
berton joined Fuller’s faculty as the 
Lloyd John Ogilvie Associate Professor 
of Preaching and assumed directorship 
of its preaching institute.

“I feel an incredible sense of joy and 
hope to be given this opportunity,” 
Labberton said. 

Prior to coming to Fuller, Labberton 
served for 16 years as senior pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley. 
Before that, he was senior pastor at 
Wayne Presbyterian Church in Wayne, 
Penn. Labberton co-founded the 
Christian International Scholarship 
Foundation—now called ScholarLead-
ers International—which funds the 
theological education of Christian 
leaders from the Majority World. He 
has also worked closely with the former 
John Stott Ministries, now Langham 
Partnership, which provides books, 
scholarships and seminars for Majority 
World pastors. He continues to contrib-
ute to the mission of the global church 
as a senior fellow of the International 
Justice Mission.

A frequent lecturer and preach-
er, Labberton has authored “First 
Things: A Theology of the World, 
the Church, the Pastor and the 
Sermon,” “The Dangerous Act of 
Loving Your Neighbor: Seeing Oth-
ers Through the Eyes of Jesus” and 
“The Dangerous Act of Worship: 
Living God’s Call to Justice.”  

As he approaches leadership of 
the seminary, Labberton encour-
ages prayers for Fuller “at such a 
turbulent time in the church and 

in the world, when tangible demon-
strations of God’s love are needed.” 
He also said he welcomes prayers 
for his new role as president, as he 
seeks to foster “careful understand-
ing, deep and diverse community, 
courageous and wise decision mak-
ing and effective creativity to ad-
dress the challenges facing semi-
nary education.”

Labberton and his wife, Janet 
Morrison Labberton, have two 
sons, Peter, 24, and Sam, 18.
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CHURCH/SCHOOL REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

ANAHEIM — Sunday all-day church worship 
with seating for 300, with classrooms and 
kitchen. Classrooms also available on 
weekdays for school/childcare.

ONTARIO — Sunday sanctuary with 
seating for 350, several classrooms, 
offices, multi-purpose room, kitchen,  
and on-site parking

WHITTIER — Church site available 
for weekend usage. Fellowship hall, 

gymnasium, multi-purpose room, kitchen, 
and on-site parking.

ARLETA — Large two-story school site 
available for weekday/end usage. Several 
classrooms, multi-purpose room, kitchen, 
play yard, on-site parking.

WEST COVINA — 2 Church sites with 
seating for 100 and 275 available for 
Sunday morning and mid-morning worship. 
On-site parking & immediate rental.

Principals only.

Call church agent Ryan Bushore @ (714) 282-0246. 

Several properties also available FOR SALE (please call).

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgfinney.com

Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

Church Space Available 
Beautiful award-winning 

landscaping, near 91 and 57 
freeways in Anaheim.

Sanctuary, classrooms, hall, 
commercial kitchen, on site 

parking, 3 acres, 
— Call today – 

714-776-0960, 714-458-2283, 
www.fcca.org

  San Diego County   Inland Empire
   Orange County   Los Angeles County

Name 

Phone

Address

City State Zip

$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly 
to your home or place of business

Subscription Order Form

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
Credit Card Orders may also be placed by phone at 1-800-326-0795.

 Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

 Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED (*AND 
BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
California Minnesota
❑  San Diego Co. ❑ Minneapolis / St. Paul

❑  Inland Empire On-line
❑  Orange Co. ❑  Internet 

❑  Los Angeles Co. 
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like to “link” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com
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DISC JOCKEYS

PASADENA — Providence Chris-
tian College, which was founded in 
2003, has been granted initial ac-
creditation by the Western Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges.

Providence President Dr. Domi-
nic Aquila announced the news 
during a special chapel service with 
Providence students, faculty, staff 
and board members. 

“Although Providence has always 
pursued and maintained the high-
est standards of academic excel-
lence in the classroom, receiving 
accreditation underscores an im-
portant milestone for Providence, 
its constituents, as well as for cur-
rent and future students,” the presi-
dent said. “It is a testament to the 
overall fi nancial sustainability of 
the college. Additionally, accredita-
tion will provide a more favorable 
opportunity for students to pursue 
post-graduate education. 

The accreditation, he said, 
means that Providence is the only 
Reformed undergraduate institu-

tion of higher education on the 
West Coast to be accredited by 
WASC, considered the gold stan-
dard for regional accreditation.

The four-year liberal arts college 
founded in the Reformed tradition 
began its pursuit of the accredita-
tion in 2004. Its mission is “to equip 
students to be fi rmly engaged in 
their church, their community and 
the world for the glory of God and 
for service to humanity.”

It gained eligibility status as part 
of its accreditation in 2005 as it 
began classes on its original cam-
pus in Ontario. Providence moved 
from Ontario to its new campus in 
Pasadena in 2010, on the site of the 
William Carey International Uni-
versity.

More information about Provi-
dence Christian College and enroll-
ment opportunities for the fall 2013 
semester can be found at www.
providencecc.net.

Providence college 
earns accreditation

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Christian network marketer. We’re growing in 
California, one-of-a-kind nutrition product. Call (909) 
603-9310. www.funlifegivingdrink.com.

Help launch new medical breakthrough. Featured 
in success from Home Magazine! Details: (760) 
593-7739.

Make full time $ in spare time. Colossians 3:23. 
Only the best to read further. Toughest sales project 
in the world and the most rewarding. Top 100 pres-
tigious global organization with 7 year track record. 
What do you bring to the table? Bravado, people 
skills, experience, great reputation, fun persona and 
work ethic all are pluses. We train and build with 
integrity. Invest in you approx. $965. Not a get rich 
quick, but possible to shave 10 to 15 years off your 
retirement date. Email DougJackson247@gmail.
com your one page bio, experience and 3 references. 
Financial security awaits the one who produces!

CAREGIVER
Looking for experienced live-in caregiver for elderly 
Christian lady in Costa Mesa. Includes free room 
& board plus salary from IHSS which pays $81/
day. Those already in the IHSS system is a plus 
for us.  We are looking for part-time caregivers as 
well. Call Mayda at (949) 735-7977.

CHURCHES FOR SALE
Religious sites for sale in Colton, San Bernardino, 
Fontana, Yucca Valley. Available for shared use 
beautiful church in East Whittier. Churches wanted 
LA, Orange, SB & Riverside Counties. www.church-
wanted.com shows religious property for sale or 
lease in So. Calif. Free consultation regarding 
your church value, potential share of your build-
ing, relocation needs.  Call Raphael Realty (213) 
999-9939 or email churchrealtor@gmail.com. If 
you’re a religious group, we can help. 30+ years 
of experience. Members of CA and National Assoc. 
of Realtors DRE#00713881.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTORNEYS

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches  Wanted: For sale or lease; We have buy-
ers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist, member 
of National and California Association of Realtors. 
Need help? Call Western Brokerage at (909) 822-
2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbroker-
ageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

CHURCH SPACE FOR RENT

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE
Bruno SRE-2750 Stairlift for sale.  Lower Track – 7 
ft. 1 in. and upper track 9 ft. 1 in.  Sale price $1,250 
each. OBO contact Susan at (714) 349-1047.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Medicare supplement plans. Plans that cover medi-
cal expenses that are not covered by Medicare. Call 
today: (949) 855-0233.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Teache  r/Counselors to work with Christian parents 
of K-4th grade students in computer online tutorial 
program. Must have minimum of a B.A. Degree. Ideal 
for stay-at-home mothers who would like ministry 
and income. For more information please contact 
Kelly at kelly@kirkwoodeducationalcenter.com

REAL E  STATE
Real E  state housing needs, help in the purchase 
or sell of your home. Call Don Ware at (949) 456-
0356. “The Hardworking Nice Guy.” Realtor Dre 
#01057754, Evergreen Realty.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Share rent with female in two bedroom apartment. 
San Clemente (949) 218-6458. 

SERVICES
Bookk  eeping - Payroll - Taxes. Since 1991. South 
OC Areas. Free Consultation. Call Laura  (949) 
800-6743.

Tax return done. Short Form, $60; Long Form, 
$125. Call (949) 855-0233.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.
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By Lori Arnold

HOLLYWOOD — It was a teeny 
church located in a rural Oklahoma 
cotton fi eld and an unlikely partner 
for big city ministry in Hollywood. But 
when pastors John and Patty Probst 
shared God’s call for them to estab-
lish a media ministry to the nation’s 
entertainment capital, the members 
of Retrop Baptist Church prayed for 
them and sent them out.

Twenty-eight years later the Probsts 
continue their chaplain and mentoring 
ministry, even as the Lord has them on 
the cusp of seeing their own novel on 
the big screen.

“It’s been a fun experience,” Patty 
Probst said. “It’s been a rollercoaster 
ride, but God is good.”

The Probsts, who had traveled the 
United States in a small camper as they 
assisted pastors with their churches, 
went back to their Oklahoma home 
base for a couple of weeks of rest. God, 
it turned out, had different plans.

“During that time I was sitting in 
the living room, and God, in a fl ash 
so powerful it just almost knocked 
me out of the chair, told me He 
wanted us to come to California 
and be chaplains to the people in 
the studios,” said John Probst. “At 
that moment is when our hearts be-
gan turning to California.”

That was a tall order since nei-
ther of the Probsts was too enam-
ored with the state after earlier vis-
its. The pace was just too frenetic 
for their taste.

“But God called, and we surren-
dered to that,” he said. “We packed 
up our belongings in a little trailer 
and our three small daughters, and 
we came out here not knowing a 
soul. We fi gured maybe in a year or 
so God would start opening doors. 
Miraculously, God began opening 
doors almost immediately.” 

Once here, the couple founded 
Media Focus, the second word an 
acronym for Fellowship of Chris-
tians United in Service, and in no 
time they were overseeing a dozen 
Bible studies, hosting a monthly 
breakfast for producers and direc-
tors, plus sponsoring a monthly Fri-
day evening fellowship at the NBC 
commissary. With so much inter-
est, they added writing and prayer 
groups and, for four years, hosted 
the Media Focus radio program.

“Christian work was not really 
very prevalent,” he said. “There 
were just a few Christians in the 
industry, but most of them were 
not very vocal. We felt like the lone 

rangers. It was amazing how God 
used us to plow ground.”

The region, it seemed, was quite 
hungry for Christian ministry since 
resources at that time were limited.

 “You have really got to be strong 
in the Lord to be in the industry,” 
Patty Probst said of interest in their 
programs. “Every temptation in the 
world is out there, and Satan would 
love to just see a Christian fall and 
crumble.”

Taking a stand
Although most of their work fo-

cused on discipleship and fellow-
ship, Media Focus made headlines 
in 1988 for its participation in 
protests against the Martin Scors-
ese fi lm, “The Last Temptation of 
Christ,” which featured blasphe-
mous plots surrounding Jesus. The 
Probst became involved after see-
ing an advance script of the fi lm, 
which was produced by Universal 
Pictures. “We saw the storyline and 
how that was not really biblically 
accurate and it was not uplifting 
Christ at all,” he said. “We shared 
this with some of the other minis-
tries, and word got out.”

One protest, at MCM, the parent 
company of Universal, drew more 
than 600 people.

“That had a defi nite impact on 
the industry as they realized that 
Christians could come together 
and unite in a way to protest certain 
fi lms. It fi nally released. It didn’t do 
well in the box offi ce because there 
was such opposition to it. It really 
took the punch out of that fi lm.”

Shifting service
The couple said throughout the 

nearly three decades of service 
here, there has been no question 
that God was moving. John Probst 
said he remembers a time early on, 
when they were still struggling with 
the culture shock of life in Califor-
nia, when God spoke to his soul as 
he was driving on the 210 freeway.

“He showed me the lights and 
said, ‘Every one of those lights rep-
resents people.’ He said there’s 
a sea of them out here. It was in 
that time that God really changed 
our questioning whether this was a 
place where we wanted to live to a 
real time of excitement for being 
here.”

Over the years, as they have fol-
lowed God’s leading, the Probsts’ 
ministry focus has shifted. When 
their chaplain work became en-
cumbered from excessive adminis-

trative duties that kept them away 
from the people they felt led to 
serve, they turned to one-on-one 
mentoring.

“Even though I’ve not had the ex-
posure that I had before, He’s opened 
up doors where I have made friends 
with not only celebrities but CEOs and 
even studio workers,” John Probst said. 
“It doesn’t matter. We just minister to 
whoever has a need.”

Testing the waters
A dozen years ago, they felt the 

Lord moving their focus again, this 
time by writing novels with a spiritual 
message. Any day now their sixth install-
ment of a seven-novel series is set for 
release. Their fi rst book, “The Last of 
the Wagon Pioneers,” has caught the 
eye of Dean River Productions, who is 
seeking investors to produce a movie 
based on the novel. 

“God is shifting gears again with 
us, with these books,” he said. “We 
are excited about these. God has 
called us to do it. He has given us 
the story lines, directed the charac-
ter development. God has just been 
all over in this. It’s a God thing be-
cause I don’t believe that Patty and 
I could have written these books 
without God’s leading in it. If we 
had, I don’t think it would have 
nearly the impact if it was just us 
doing it.”

Looking back, Patty Probst, said she 
marvels at how the Lord has cultivated 
the seeds of a small but faithful church 
1,200 miles—and worlds away from 
Los Angeles.

“When we fi rst felt the calling, pastor-
ing that little tiny, small church in Okla-
homa, those people had faith in us,” she 
said of Retrop Baptist Church. “They 
just believed. It was a small church, 
but it was people with big hearts. We 
served a big God. They knew that if 
the Lord told us and He laid it on our 
hearts that it was a defi nite ministry.”

For more information, visit www.
media-focus.org or www.johnpat-
tybooks.com.

John and Patty Probst enjoy some 
time together at a celebrity dinner in 
Hollywood in the early days of Media 
Focus, their Hollywood chaplain ministry.

By Lori Arnold

WASHINGTON — With dozens of 
legal briefs submitted, oral arguments 
presented and thousands of traditional 
marriage marchers heading from the 
nation’s capital, the fate of marriage 
rests in the hands of the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

The nation’s highest court will de-
cide, probably in June, whether Califor-
nia’s Proposition 8, the constitutional 
amendment declaring that marriage is 
only between one man and one woman, 
is legal. It will also decide the legality 
of the federal Defense of Marriage Act, 
which does not recognize same-sex 
marriage for taxpayer-funded benefi ts. 
It also allows states to decide whether 
to recognize same-sex marriage.

While most of the pre-activities have 
died down, there are several prayer and 
fasting efforts that will continue until 
the decision is made. 

“The preparation for this brief, half 
hour before the nine justices has been 
exhaustive, not to mention the thou-
sands of pages of written argument,” 
said Ron Prentice, executive director 
of Protect Marriage, the coalition 
behind Proposition 8. “Now we call 
upon people to seek God’s direct in-
tervention in this critical decision for 
children and culture.”

Prentice also serves as CEO of 
California Family Council, which 
has called for “Marriage Fast 2013,” 
a season of fasting and prayer 
through the end of June. The 
group suggests several options, in-
cluding fasting one day through 
the end of June or until the end of 
the year. In addition to food, partic-
ipants may also choose to fast from 
technology, food, gaming, sports, 

TV or any other prized hobby or 
entertainment.

Pulpit Freedom Sunday
Noting the signifi cance of the pend-

ing ruling, organizers of the annual 
Pulpit Freedom Sunday have moved the 
event from the fall to June 9 and are 
asking pastors to preach the “biblical 
truth about God’s design for marriage.”

“Marriage—it is the basic building 
block of society. Yet it is under attack 
like never before,” said the website, 
sponsored by Alliance Defending 
Freedom. 

Pulpit Freedom Sunday is an an-
nual protest action that encourages 
pastors to preach boldly about issues 
and candidates and send copies of the 
taped sermons to the IRS to challenge 
its restrictions on pulpit topics.

“We know that the pulpit must be 
free to convey biblical truth on the great 
moral and social issues confronting our 
culture,” it says. 

Salt & Light Council
Another effort, coordinated by San 

Diego-based Salt & Light Council, is 
a national, 30-minute, live prayer line 
six days a week through its Repentance 
and Restoration website.

Each day the call includes a guest 
speaker from a variety of organi-
zation, including the American 
Prayer Initiative, Ruth Institute, 
Justice Seekers, Day of Repentance, 
Spirited Pen, Answers in Genesis, 
American Family Association and 
Eagle Forum.

Salt & Light is also sponsoring several 
other initiatives including a postcard 
initiative and a white bow campaign 
that encourages supporters of tradi-
tional marriage to wear white bows.

Prop. 8 in the hands of the 
Supreme Court justices

Christian Examiner staff report

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Disney CEO 
Robert Iger, under pressure from 
the National Center for Public Policy 
Research for what it called “biased re-
porting” at its ABC and ESPN stations, 
admitted at a shareholder meeting 
that his company had made mistakes 
in news reporting.

“We have been guilty of making 
mistakes,” Iger said at one point during 
the March 6 meeting. “We have at times 
either presented the news in slightly 
inaccurate ways through mistakes or 
in ways that we weren’t necessarily 
proud of.”

He declined to say how the parent 
company was going to correct the 
issues. Justin Danhof, director of the 
National Center’s Free Enterprise 
Project, lauded Iger’s comments.

“That’s good, because the fi rst step 
toward fi xing a problem is admitting 
you have it,” Danhof said. “We now 
expect to see improvements.”

The national center, which is a 
Disney shareholder, cited numer-
ous instances in which it believed 
the two stations were biased, in-
cluding a story by ABC reporter 
Brian Ross that erroneously linked 
the Aurora, Colo. theater shooting 
suspect to the Tea Party. 

“Calling the Tea Party racist is not 
objective, referring to the Tea Party 
in vulgar, sexual terms is not objec-
tive, bashing traditional Christian 
beliefs is not objective, advocating 
for gay marriage and gun control is 
not objective,” Danhof said.

It also singled out what it called 
a “vicious” attack on Pope Benedict 
XVI and took former ESPN com-
mentator Rob Parker to task for 
“suggesting that Washington Red-
skins quarterback Robert Griffi n 
III is a ‘cornball brother’ who isn’t 
down with the black ‘cause’ be-
cause his fi ancee is white and Grif-
fi n may be a Republican.”

“Disney’s media networks fre-
quently vilify conservatives and do 
the bidding of far-left politicians,” 
said Danhof, who added, “I suggest-
ed to Mr. Iger that bashing conser-
vatives is not a winning corporate 
media strategy. “I suggested that 
since almost twice as many Ameri-
cans identify as conservative than as 
liberal, ABC News and ESPN could 
appeal to a broader base of poten-
tial viewers if they stopped denigrat-
ing traditional conservative values.”

Amy Ridenour, chair of the National 
Center for Public Policy Research, 
said Iger’s comments were welcomed, 
especially in light of their treatment at 
a shareholder meeting in 2009. At that 
meeting, Ridenour said, Iger unleashed 
an ‘f-bomb’ at center representative 
Tom Borelli.

“We see this at many shareholder 
meetings,” she said. “First execu-
tives deny any problem, then lash 
out at us, then they fi nally admit an 
issue exists and accept that errors 
were made. It takes a while to make 
progress, and when it comes to 
fi ghting corporate acceptance of its 
own media bias, we have a long way 
to go yet. But progress is progress.”

Disney’s Iger admits to 
media bias, mistakes 
at shareholder meeting

Helping Hollywood
Oklahoma couple ministers in 
secular entertainment capital
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This National Day of Prayer reminder is sponsored by these organizations:

Log on to www.ndpsandiego.org 
to see a list of Day of Prayer events for Southern California.

Send your Day of Prayer event to Southern California coordinator Anne Subia at asubia@4sd.net.


