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By Scott Noble

Part 1 of a 3-part series

TWIN CITIES — The anec-
dotes and statistics are hardly 
new—or surprising. If someone 
doesn’t make a commitment for 
Christ by the time she turns 18, 
chances are pretty slim she will 
ever make a commitment. Chris-
tian teenagers who go away to sec-
ular colleges and universities will 
be strongly tempted to abandon 
their faith. Young people today 
aren’t willing to adopt what they 
see as the personal strictures of 
being a follower of Christ.

These and a host of other an-
ecdotes—some more true than 
others—paint a bleak picture of 
what’s ahead for youth ministry 
and the prospect of young people 
retaining — or fi nding — faith in 
Christ.

But is the future these anec-
dotes paint accurate?

Congregational disconnect
 The Barna Group, in its con-

clusion from a fi ve year research 
project, found that nearly 60 per-
cent of young Christians “discon-
nect either permanently or for 
an extended period of time from 
church life after age 15.” That’s a 
signifi cant percentage.

The initial cause of the break-
up is unclear, but Barna cites 
six “signifi cant themes” for why 
young people experience this dis-
connect.

First, young people feel as if the 
church is overprotective, mean-
ing “Christians demonize every-
thing outside of the church.” 

Second, young people’s experi-
ence with the church is somehow 
shallow or not complete. When 
this is the case, it’s easy to see 

how struggles or faith challenges 
could cause someone to discon-
nect from their faith. 

Young people also feel as if the 
church is antagonistic to science 
and feel it is judgmental when it 
comes to sexuality issues.

Finally, those surveyed believe 
the church is not friendly or wel-
coming to those who doubt and 
to those who “wrestle with the ex-
clusive nature of Christianity.”

While Barna cites six specifi c 
reasons for the disconnect, a 
common theme runs through the 
responses: a lack of a deep, life-
altering faith experience. 

Popular author and blogger 
Rachel Held Evans argues that 
trying to attract and retain young 
people in the church by making 
style updates—new music, coffee 
bars, casual services, etc.—misses 

Ministry to Millennials

Youth crave mentors and authenticity

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — David and 
Anna Guntlisbergen were stand-
ing before the judge in Fort Portal, 
Uganda. Their adoption odyssey 
was at its fi nal juncture. Earlier that 
day—June 12, 2013—the bishop of 
the orphanage where they had just 
picked up their son told the young 
couple, “A lot of people had con-
cerns when they saw how young 
[you] looked at the home. We had 
a board meeting, and we decided 
that we’re not going to let you 
adopt Ronald.”

The couple didn’t know what to 
say or do. They were dressed up for 
court and had Ronald, wearing a 

suit and tie, on their laps. They had 
traveled halfway around the world 
during an adoption process that 
was fast-moving. But now it seemed 
as if it had completely stopped.

They talked with the bishop 
about his concerns, including the 
high divorce rate in the U.S. among 
young couples, and told him, “The 
Lord has put this passion on our 
hearts to adopt this child from 
Uganda.”

Moved by their words, the bishop 
allowed the Guntlisbergens to go 
to court and meet with the judge, 
telling them he would make his fi -
nal decision after hearing what the 

Miracle Baby
Young couple’s adoption 
process marked by 
unusual circumstances

The Guntlisbergens—David, Anna and Finnley—all have a story to tell about how 
God worked in their lives during the adoption process.

See MILLENNIALS, page 11

See MIRACLE BABY, page 3

Christian Examiner staff report

COON RAPIDS — What baseball 
fan doesn’t like to see a homerun? 
The more homeruns your team 
hits, the more success they enjoy.

That same principle held true 
during this summer’s baseball sea-
son as FOX Sports North teamed 
up with Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC) for the HomeRuns 4 Hun-
ger campaign. The idea was simple: 
Minnesota Twins fans could pledge 
one MannaPack™ meal (22 cents) 
or a bag of six meals ($1.32) for 
each homer the Twins hit during 
the 2013 season. 

Each pledge would then be 
matched by Central Package and 
Display. 

However, there was a catch: 
The Twins needed to hit at least 
130 homeruns during the season, 

which they did on Aug. 31. When 
they hit the magic number, pledges 
had reached $16,000, which were 
then doubled to more than $32,000 
after the matching gift. Contribu-
tors had until Sept. 30 to make a 
pledge—or increase what they had 
already pledged. 

The money will feed more than 
400 children for an entire year.

Marc Crea, executive director of 
FMSC, said this type of campaign 
really helps to get the word out 
about FMSC and how it helps feed 
kids around the world.

“For us, what’s really wonderful 
is the fact that this is kind of reach-
ing out maybe to people who don’t 
know FMSC or don’t know us very 
well,” he said. “And both the Twins 
and Fox Sports did an awesome job 
throughout the year, throughout 
the summer, of just talking about 

HomeRuns 4 Hunger raises funds to feed kids

See HOMERUNS, page 3

this.” 
Crea gave special credit to Dick 

Bremer, play-by-play announcer for 
FOX Sports North, who “was very 
much behind it, he and his family.” 

FMSC works around the globe, 
supplying crucial food aid to those 
in need. Currently active in nearly 
70 countries, FMSC distributes its 
meals through partnerships with 
missionaries at schools, clinics, ref-
ugee camps and orphanages.

Crea said the donations from the 
HomeRuns 4 Hunger campaign 
would most likely be directed to 
Haiti, Nicaragua, the Philippines or 
Africa.

Initiatives like HomeRuns 4 Hun-
ger also help communicate to peo-
ple how far even a little bit of mon-
ey can go in helping those in need.

Young adults are looking for 
something new—and authentic—
in their search for faith.

Minnesota Twins broadcaster Dick 
Bremer (left) with Marc Crea (right) of 
FMSC talking about the HomeRuns 4 
Hunger campaign.  
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For more information about the mini-
conference, including schedule and 
registration, visit www.bethel.edu/
events/mission-work.

By Chris Verbracken

SAINT PAUL — The average 
person will work 100,000 hours in 
his or her lifetime. While that num-
ber might seem astonishing, what’s 
really surprising is that although 
work plays such a prominent role 
in our lives, very little attention is 
given to the topic in the Christian 
world. 

Dr. Chris Armstrong, professor 
of Church History at Bethel Semi-
nary, took note of this discrepancy, 
saying: “People want to know that 
their work, which takes up the bulk 
of their waking hours, has mean-
ing. Unfortunately, the church of-
ten does not help them make the 
most of this connection.”

Armstrong believes that many 
Christians hold a view of work that 
is not in line with Scripture. He 
points out that it is easy to see work 
as a curse, “but Genesis shows us a 
God who works, and who commis-
sions humans to work as stewards 
and improvers of the earth.” 

Amy Sherman, director of the 
Sagamore Institute’s Center on 

Bethel Seminary addresses faith-work integration with initiative

Faith in Communities and author 
of the book “Kingdom Calling,” 
also recognizes the disconnect be-
tween faith and vocation that many 
Christians experience. 

“Work is part of Genesis 1 and 
2,” she said. “It is a part of God’s 
normative order for the way things 
should be. And work will continue 
into the New Heavens and the New 
Earth. Work is good, and good for 
us. Our work deeply matters to 

God.”
Armstrong admits that, unfortu-

nately, there is incongruity between 
what most churches teach their 
congregations about work and the 
picture that Scripture actually por-
trays. 

“In one informal poll of church 
members mentioned by sociolo-
gist Robert Wuthnow, 90 percent 
claimed to have never heard any 
sermons or lessons on relating 
their faith to their work,” he said. 
Another recent study revealed that 
“84 percent of Christians ages 18 to 
29 professed to having no idea how 
the Bible applies to their profes-
sional interests.” 

Initiative leaders believe that the 
church as a whole can do more to 
communicate a healthy theology of 
vocation, helping congregations “see 
work through the eyes of faith.”

This disconnect is what Armstrong 
wanted to address last summe r when 
he made the decision to do his part to 
bring about change through starting 
the Work with Purpose Initiative at 
Bethel Seminary. The initiative involves 
students and faculty of the seminary, 

as well as local pastors and lay leaders, 
and is focused on communicating a 
biblical perspective of work.

Armstrong, with support from the 
Kern Foundation, set to work creating 
a strategic plan to help pastors and 
churches get a faith-informed vision 
for ordinary work. One of the ways the 
initiative has set out to do this is through 
a reading group focused on bringing 
“seminary students into lively conver-
sation with business and economics 
students from Bethel University’s MBA 
program and the University of Minne-
sota’s Carlson School of Management.” 

Students meet seven or eight times 
over the course of the semester to 
talk about books and to discuss what 
Scripture has to say about work. Semi-
nary professors have also developed 
a course on the theology of work 
and vocation, which is being offered 
as a part of the seminary’s Christian 
Thought program.

The goal of the initiative is not simply 
to talk about work, however, which is 
why Work with Purpose has partnered 
with seven churches in the Twin Cities 
area. Initiative leaders, working with 
a curriculum writer and a team at 

Christianity Today International, have 
developed a six-week course on faith, 
which is being rolled out in partner 
churches beginning in October. 

These courses are facilitated by teams 
of faculty and students involved in the 
initiative and will be a part of Christian-
ity Today’s “Building Church Leaders” 
downloadable course series. The fi rst 
of a three-part series, the course will be 
complemented in the next two years 
by additional church-based courses on 
vocation and economics.

In addition to these events, Bethel 
Seminary is also hosting a mini-
conference October 10 and 11 called 
MISSION:WORK, which is open to 
anyone interested in the topic. The 
event is low-cost, features three national 
plenary speakers and a host of session 
speakers, and provides opportunities 
for discussion and processing to get 
to practical faith-work integration in 
conferees’ lives.

Dr. Chris Armstrong is a professor of 
Church History at Bethel Seminary.

Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — While im-
migration reform continues to 
be hotly debated in the nation’s 
Capitol, local Christian leaders will 
gather at First Baptist Church in 
Minneapolis this month to discuss 
the role of the church and how 
Christians can take a leading role 
in demonstrating Christ’s love to 
immigrants.

The Coming Together 2013 
conference is titled “The Gospel, 
the Church and Immigration” 
and will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 12. The event is presented by 
Transform Minnesota in partner-
ship with Immigrant Hope.

Workshops will be led by local 
leaders and will provide practi-
cal information and training on 
crossing cultural divides, leading 
multi-national congregations and 
developing a church-based ser-
vices center. More than a dozen 
immigrant leaders will lead panel 
discussions, including Bhutanese, 

Hispanic, Hmong, Indian, Karen, 
Liberian and Somali Christians.

The Rev. Leith Anderson, presi-
dent of the National Association 
of Evangelicals and former senior 
pastor of Wooddale Church in 
Eden Prairie, will serve as the 
keynote speaker. He has served 
as a leading voice for immigra-
tion reform while maintaining a 
biblical focus.

Conference sponsors include 
Bethel University, Wooddale 
Church, Church of all Nations, the 
University of Northwestern – St. 
Paul, World Relief Minnesota and 
many others.

Pre-registration is $29 and in-
cludes lunch; same-day registration 
is available but does not include 
lunch. Group and student dis-
counts are also available. 

Conference to address 
immigration and the gospel

For more information about the 
conference or to register, visit www.
transformmn.org or call (612) 746-
5661. 

Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — Last month, 
Scott Fischbach, global outreach 
director for Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life (MCCL), 
visited Finland and met with the 
country’s Interior Minister Dr. 
Paivi Rasanen. The conversation 
centered on abortion and women’s 
health.

Recently, according to MCCL, 
Rasanen, who also leads Finland’s 
Christian Democratic Party, cre-

MCCL expands global outreach to Finland
ated some controversy when she 
issued a public call to discuss the 
country’s abortion laws, specifi cally 
how it does “not allow health care 
workers the right to refuse to par-
ticipate in an abortion,” according 
to MCCL.

“It is a real honor to meet with 
the Interior Minister of Finland 
today,” Fischbach said in a me-
dia statement. “Her courage to 
speak out for the unborn from 
the highest levels of government 
is very noble. Igniting a national 
conversation about abortion and 
keeping the human rights cause 
of life in front of the people is a 
tremendous victory.”

MCCL Global Outreach—
MCCL GO—aims to work with life-
affi rming groups on all continents 
with a “human rights message of 
equality and respect for all human 
beings.” MCCL GO is a pro-life 
NGO program of MCCL. 

For more information about MCCL, 
visit www.mccl.org. For more 
information about MCCL GO, visit 
www.MCCL-go.org.

asiaharvest.org
offi ce@asiaharvest.org

Enlarge your 
territory.

Support a church-planting evangelist 
to one of the 5,187 unreached 

groups in Asia for $25 per month.



October 2013 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 3www.christianexaminer.com

For more information about FMSC 
and its efforts around the world, visit 
www.fmsc.org.
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judge had to say.
That was the fi rst miracle.
Now they were standing before 

the judge, a soft-spoken man who 
began asking the couple questions 
about their reasons for adoption. 

Then the judge asked them, “Do 
you live in St. Paul, Minnesota?” 

The couple replied that they did.
“That’s interesting, because I 

actually taught at [the University 
of Northwestern – St. Paul] for a 
year; I was a professor there. This 
is great. You guys are approved to 
adopt.”

Just like that, halfway around the 
world, on the brink of having their 
adoption dreams snuffed out, they 
stood before their adoption arbiter 
and were given the go-ahead.

They weren’t completely out of 
the woods yet, as the bishop would 
make the fi nal determination. After 
telling him of the judge’s decision, 
the bishop decided to honor that 
decision and allow the Guntlisber-
gens to take home their son, who 
was now called Finnley.

That was miracle number two.

Desire to adopt
Anna always had a love for ba-

bies. Growing up, she discovered 
she had a strong desire to work 
with them and a strong passion for 
Africa. She’s not sure how that de-
sire for Africa emerged, but it was 
present when she entered college 
at North Central University in Min-
neapolis.

      “When I went to North Cen-
tral, that gave me a [unique] op-
portunity to at least start doing mis-
sions work,” she said. “[I] went to 
Jamaica and worked at an orphan-
age for a little while, and I loved 
working at the orphanage. But I 

“The power of this … when it’s a 
kid who gets this or their mom and 
dad, this is about 22 cents,” Crea 
said. “You’ve got this highly nutri-
tious meal, not just some beans or 
rice you’re putting in a kid’s belly, 
but this perfect meal for a malnour-
ished kid. Then you’re distributing 
it in a way that you know is going to 
get there.”

MIRACLE BABY…
Continued from page 1

HOMERUNS…
Continued from page 1

U.S., she believed she was sup-
posed to adopt him. She was only 
21 then and just dating David. 
Anna began to conduct her own 
research on adoption in September 
of 2009, to the confusion of many 
of her friends and relatives who 
thought she was naive and didn’t 
understand the complexities of 
the process and the commitment 
involved, especially for someone 
so young. 

She persisted, however, but dis-
covered several months later, in 
January of 2010, that Lucas had 
passed away.

“That was where my passion for 
adoption really was birthed,” she 
said. “I spent four months in South 
Africa in an orphanage in 2010 and 
that was a huge part of my healing 
process—going back and loving 
again.”

The couple got married in July 
of 2011, and the idea of adoption 
from Africa was on their minds—
they just didn’t know when. 

However, barely a year into their 
marriage, Anna felt God was work-
ing on her heart and telling her the 
time to adopt was approaching.

“I just felt that every Bible verse 
that I read, everything in my head, 
I was like, ‘I think God is telling me 
that we’re supposed to look into 
adopting now,’” she said. 

She didn’t tell David right away 
but continued to pray about it. 

Philippians 1:21 was constantly 
on her mind: “For to me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain.”

Eventually the couple talked 
about it together and began to pray. 

Dreams become reality
In January of this year, the Gun-

tlisbergens decided to begin apply-
ing to adoption agencies in an ef-
fort to get the ball rolling. Since it 
usually takes in the neighborhood 
of two years for the adoption pro-

just knew that Jamaica wasn’t the 
place for me. That was when I was 
a freshman.”

The summer of her sophomore 
year, she went to Uganda on her 
own to work in an orphanage. 
Her experiences there ultimately 
changed her life.

“I went and spent a little over a 
month [at the orphanage],” she 
said. “I ended up working really 
closely with a little boy whose name 
was Lucas. He was about six months 
old at the time and really was just, 
like, not doing well there. I put in 
a lot of time with him one on one 
and really just, like, by the end … 
by the time it was time for me to go 
home, I was just like, ‘Oh my gosh, 
how can I go home and how can I 
leave him here?’”

When she arrived back in the 

cess to run its course, the couple 
had no expectations that things 
would move at a fast pace. 

They began to raise money, ulti-
mately needing $30,000 to $35,000 
to complete the adoption process. 

Even though they didn’t realize 
it, things were moving quickly be-
hind the scenes.

“In April, I was at work, and I saw 
my phone [light] up, and I saw that 
Jason [the couple’s Uganda coordi-
nator] was calling me,” Anna said. 
“I didn’t answer the phone.”

She was worried Jason had bad 
news. 

He didn’t.
The placement agency had a re-

ferral for them: a nine-month-old 
boy named Ronald.

This was the dream that God 
had placed on the couple’s heart, 
but were they ready? They were 
young, just starting out in their 
marriage and in their careers. 
They had a small house, a dog, a 
good, happy life. In essence, they 
were comfortable. Did they want 
to sacrifi ce that?

Those were the thoughts going 
through Anna and David’s minds. 

“We prayed about that for a week 
before we decided if we were going 
to accept the referral or not,” Anna 
said. “We accepted a week after.”

Now the diffi cult part began—
and the place where miracle num-
ber three would occur.

By this point in their adoption 
process, the couple had only raised 
$8,000. Not too bad considering 
they were planning for an adoption 
a year or two down the road—but 
not so good for one in the next 
couple of months.

In early May, Jason called again 
and told them they needed to be in 
Uganda by early July for their court 
date. 

Admittedly not being tech savvy, 

the couple set-up their fl ip cam and 
recorded a two-minute YouTube 
video asking viewers to help “make 
an orphan a son.” They asked 
people to donate $2 and invite 25 
of their friends. Within two weeks, 
they had raised $18,000.

There was a new wrinkle, however. 
Jason called back again, and this time 
told them they needed to be in Ugan-
da—standing before the judge with the 
Minnesota ties—on June 12. 

They clambered to get everything 
ready in four days, watching God 
provide for their fi nancial needs 
literally on the spot. They raised 
$5,000 on the day they needed to 
purchase their plane tickets, rely-
ing on that money specifi cally to 
buy their passage to Uganda. The 
last government document they 
needed was dropped off at their 
house as they were getting ready to 
leave for the airport.

Everything fi nally in place, the 
couple made the 24-hour trip to 
Uganda, eventually bringing home 
their son Finnley.

Are you comfortable?
Their whirlwind journey now 

over, the Guntlisbergens can relax 
a bit and refl ect on what God has 
done in their lives—and the lessons 
they have learned.

Always looking forward is one les-
son they learned.

“I think the Lord is always just 
telling us you don’t have to look 
back at the place where you’re 
comfortable, you don’t have to be 
scared, just know that I already 
have it in control,” Anna said. “The 
Lord just saying, ‘Don’t look back 
at where you are right now, because 
you don’t know the better things 
that I have for you.’”

And in the Guntlisbergen’s case, 
God certainly did have “better 
things” in store for them.  

Finnley Guntlisbergen was ready to 
make the trip to the U.S. with his new 
family.

The reliability of delivery is a cru-
cial element in food distribution 
worldwide—and one where Crea 
feels confi dent in FMSC’s ability. 
It’s also an important consideration 
when donors determine where to 
send their money: “Will the food 
my donation purchased actually 
make it to those in need?” potential 
donors often ask.  

That reliability “allows our 
partners to multiply that,” Crea 
continued. “It provides them a 
foundation that they can then 

say, ‘We can take our resources if 
we’re a missionary in Haiti, and 
we can focus on some healthcare 
for these kids. We can put these 
kids in school. And now that 
they’re healthy and nourished, 
they’re going to actually learn 
something.’”
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John Piper

Work is a glorious thing
Work is a glorious thing. And if 

you stop and think about it, the 
most enjoyable kinds of leisure are 
a kind of work. Both these facts are 
true because the essence of work, as 
God designed it before the Fall, was 
creativity—not aimless, random do-
ing, but creative, productive doing.

When God did His primal work, He 
created the world. That is the essence 
of work. Then He created us in His im-
age, and put us in the world He made, 
and said, “Let them have dominion 
… over all the earth …. And the Lord 
God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and keep 
it” (Genesis 1:26; 2:15).

In other words, God is the primal 
worker, and we are created to go 
on working. His primal work was to 
create out of nothing. Our ongo-
ing work is to create out of His cre-
ation. This is a glorious thing.

This is the ultimate reason be-
hind the fact that in the New Testa-
ment, the main word for “work” re-

fers both to the act of working and 
to the product of the work.

So the Greek word ergon refers to the 
act of working: “Be steadfast, immov-
able, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
And ergon refers to the product of the 
act: “Are not you my workmanship in 
the Lord?” (1 Corinthians 9:1). The 
essence of work is to produce a work—
an object, or a state of affairs, that did 
not exist before. The glory of work in 

reliance on our Creator (big C) is to 
create (little c).

This is the common denominator 
between our work and our leisure. 
The crossword puzzle is, at last, full. 
The Scrabble score is high. The duck 
is carved. The scarf is knitted. The ulti-
mate Frisbee game had some amazing 
catches. The fi sh is caught. The novel 
is understood and enjoyed.

What the Fall did was make this glori-
ous thing burdensome and frustrating. 
“In pain you shall eat of the earth all 
the days of your life; thorns and thistles 
it shall bring forth for you …. By the 
sweat of your face you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground” (Genesis 
3:17, 19).

But the image of God in human 
work was only defaced. It was not 
destroyed. All humans have been 
ambivalent toward work since the 
Fall. It is hated because of futility 
(Romans 8:20); and it is loved be-
cause of a sense of creative purpose 
and meaning in life.

When the  book of Proverbs tells 
us to go to the ant and learn how 
to work hard and work smart (Prov-
erbs 6:6–11), and when Paul tells us 
to “work heartily, as for the Lord” 
(Colossians 3:23), they are not curs-
ing us. They are pointing to our 
glory and our joy.

Jesus redeemed us from the curse 
in more ways than one. In Christ, 
the law no longer curses us for not 
working enough to be saved (Ga-
latians 3:13). We are not saved by 
our working. And in Christ, none 
of our work is in vain (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:58). The ultimate futility has 
been overcome.

Rest and work begin to fi nd their 
primal and their end-time union. 
Christ puts us into a yoke of labor, 
and He lifts the burden from us 
(Matthew 11:28–30). Now we serve 
in the strength that He supplies (1 
Peter 4:11), and we work hard in 
reliance on His grace. “I worked 
harder than any of them, though it 

was not I, but the grace of God that 
is with me” (1 Corinthians 15:10). 
This is an amazing life.

Work is a glorious thing. If you are 
starting to grow lazy, I summon you back 
to joy. God made us to work. He formed 
our minds to think and our hands to 
make. He gave us strength—little or 
great—to be about the business of 
altering the way things are.

That is what work is: seeing the 
world, thinking of how it could be 
better and doing something—from 
the writing of a note to the building 
of a boat; from the sewing of what 
you wear to the praying of a prayer.

Come, leave off sloth and idle-
ness. Become what you were made 
to be. Work.

John Piper is founder and teacher 
of desiringGod.org and chancellor of 
Bethlehem College and Seminary. 
He is the author of more than 40 
books, including Desiring God and 
Don’t Waste Your Life.

The “nones.” You can hardly look 
anywhere these days and not see or 
read something about the grow-
ing number of people who don’t 
identify with any particular reli-
gion. Polling agencies and religious 
groups have been talking about this 
cohort for some time, but the past 
few years have witnessed the main-
streaming of this new religious cat-
egory. 

Just to be clear, the Pew Research 
Center’s Religion and Public Life 
Project reported that one-fi fth of 
the U.S. public defi ne themselves 
as religiously unaffi liated. That fi g-
ure grows to one-third when sam-
pling those under 30 years of age.

Since this development has be-
come widely known over the past 
couple of years, some have worried 
about the decline of Christianity.  

While it’s never good news for 
the number of believers to seem-
ingly be on the decline in any coun-

try, I think there’s a chance we’re 
missing a broader development—
one that lays the foundation for a 
possible new move of God. 

While talking with the Rev. 
Corey Magstadt this week about 
youth ministry, we touched on the 
nones. It turns out that Launch 
Ministry, the organization where 
Magstadt serves as executive di-
rector, primarily works with this 
cohort. And, many people have 
misconceptions about them. He 
said some tend to think of them 
as opposed to the faith—but that’s 
not the case.

“I think of them more as a blank 
slate,” he said. “They’re more just 
unaware.”

That reality, I think, can be a 
game changer for Christians—and 
specifi cally for those interested 
in evangelism. Instead of a gen-
eration of people who have inves-
tigated, observed and maybe even 

“tried” Christianity and rejected it, 
you have a generation—or at least 
many of them—who have no real 
tangible knowledge or experience 
of being a Christ follower. Their 
knowledge is anecdotal. 

Instead of another example of 
bad news for believers, this could 
be a wonderful opportunity for the 
church. 

If many of the young nones are, 
in fact, “blank slates,” as Magstadt 
believes, Christians have a unique 
opportunity to demonstrate Christ 
to a generation not familiar with 
Him. 

Many of the nones grew up in 
families where faith—of any kind—
wasn’t important. It’s no wonder 
that they have yet to embrace a 
belief system. Considering their 
upbringings, many of them may 
not even be familiar with the ste-
reotypes of Christians that those 
actively opposed to the faith convey 

… meaning, there might not be the 
baggage or caricatures in which to 
overcome before they see Christ 
demonstrated in our lives.

What’s the next step? Loving 
them and serving them and sharing 
our lives with them. 

Magstadt also mentioned the 
desire of many Millennials to have 
older mentors, people willing to in-

vest in their lives. Not to get some-
thing back; but to walk with them as 
they traverse the diffi culties of mov-
ing away from home, the transition 
from high school to college or tech-
nical school or the workforce. The 
travails of fi nding a place in our in-
creasingly challenging world. The 
journey of fi guring out the answers 
to life’s most pressing questions … 
which, in the end, come back to Je-
sus.

No, the prospect of an increas-
ing number of people who do not 
identify with Christianity should 
not cause us to lose our hope and 
confi dence in the future. Instead, 
this should ignite our passion to 
demonstrate Christ—without the 
baggage we so regularly experi-
ence—with young people who have 
yet to see the life-changing power 
of the gospel.

It’s not time to fret; it’s time to 
invest our lives.

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Don’t be afraid of the ‘nones’
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Like Nehemiah, can we together expand God’s Kingdom?
What would Minnesota look like 

if it were transformed by the power 
of Jesus? 

When we think about our call to 
follow Jesus and His mission, are we 
bold enough to envision what the 
Kingdom of God could really look 
like?

Do we believe that through the 
transformative power of Jesus, ad-
dictions can be broken, relation-
ships can be restored, human 
traffi cking ended, the vulnerable 
protected, racial divisions healed 

over and life preserved—and ul-
timately people restored to rela-
tionship with God?

I believe that God desires this to 
happen, and He can and is build-
ing His Kingdom through the work 
of thousands of churches in our 
state.

Like the story in the book of 
Nehemiah when the Israelites 
rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 
just 52 days, the followers of Jesus 
can do the seemingly impossible 
by each one doing their part and 

working together.
In Nehemiah, each family took 

responsibility to rebuild the section 
of wall next to their home. They 
didn’t try to rebuild the entire 
wall—an impossible task. On the 
other hand, they didn’t ignore the 
rebuilding efforts of their neigh-
bors. In fact, when the city was 
threatened with attack, they band-
ed together to protect each other 
while some continued building.

This same model applies to us 
in Minnesota today. There are 

thousands of life-giving churches 
throughout our state, from mega-
churches and small neighborhood 
congregations in the cities and sub-
urbs of Minneapolis and St. Paul 
to community churches and small 
fellowships in rural towns scattered 
across this state. We all should be 
working toward the same mission.

But just like the story of Nehe-
miah, no one church can pretend 
to transform our state alone. We 

See NELSON, next page
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need to be intentionally connect-
ed to each other, learning togeth-
er, sharing our needs and exper-
tise with each other and standing 
up for one another when needed.

We need denominational net-
works—acting like Nehemiah—
to plant and equip churches 
across our state and facilitate 
shared ministry.

We need Christian universities 
and seminaries to train workers and 
leaders who are Christ followers.

We need churches with great ca-
pacity and expertise to share their 
resources and abilities with others.

We need churches that stand 
alone by themselves to recognize 
that others need them and that 
they have something to offer this 
kingdom effort.

We need networks, associations 
and media outlets that connect 
Christians to one another across 
geographic, cultural and denomi-
national differences.

Most importantly, we need to 
stay focused on Jesus. We could 
have the best networking systems 
and strategies humanly possible 
to work together as churches but 
without the life-giving power of 
Jesus, there will ultimately be no 
real change in people’s lives or in 
our state.

Jesus offers us what we ulti-
mately need—forgiveness—and 
He has the power to change what 
we cannot: ourselves.

Carl Nelson is president and CEO 
of Transform Minnesota (formerly 
the Greater Minnesota Association 
of Evangelicals or GMAE).

NELSON…
Continued from last page

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — When you have 
already experienced an incred-
ibly successful singing career that 
has spanned three decades, some 
might think fi nding inspiration and 
encouragement for new projects 
would be diffi cult. That’s not the 
case for Sandi Patty, however, even 
after 40 Dove Awards, fi ve Gram-
my awards, four Billboard awards, 
three platinum records, fi ve gold 
records and a total of eleven mil-
lion units sold.

After all the accolades and more 
than 30 albums, Patty still fi nds in-
spiration for her music from her 
personal experiences—what’s go-
ing on in her life. 

“The one thing that I have been 
singing about all my life … is 
[God’s] grace, His love, His kind-
ness, His mercy,” Patty said. “I really 
found that to be true in my own 
life. It’s not just something that I 
sing about; it is something that I 
live by every day. It’s why I sing.”

She utilizes that foundation of 
God’s love to arrange each of her 
CDs. Since she doesn’t do a lot of 
songwriting, Patty spends a signifi -
cant amount of time with songwrit-
ers and producers, looking to make 
the lyrics and music connect.

“Because I don’t write so much 
myself, I really have to spend a lot 
of time with other writers … just 
sharing my heart and then they put 
together songs that we’ve talked 
about…,” she said. “It always starts 
there, because I really want the 
project to be a refl ection of where 
I am at in my own walk with the 
Lord.”

Her latest project is called “Ev-
erlasting” and was released last 

Sandi Patty will perform at Bethel University on Oct. 12.

Sandi Patty still loves telling stories through her songs
Who: Sandi Patty in concert

When: Saturday, Oct. 12, 7:30pm

Where: Benson Great Hall, 
 Bethel University

Cost: $25 -$45 

Tickets: (651) 638-6333

www.bethel.edu/events

month exclusively at Target stores. 
After she was approached by rep-
resentatives of the retail outlet, 
Patty worked with the producers to 
choose a variety of songs that would 
speak to listeners and are well-
known. “Everlasting” includes clas-
sic hymns like “How Great Thou 
Art” and “He Touched Me,” along 
with new worship songs like “10,000 
Reasons.”

“I got to kind of go back to my 
childhood a little bit [with this CD] 
and pull some songs that I just have 
loved over the years hearing my 
dad’s choir sing,” she said.

  Patty will visit Bethel Universi-
ty’s Benson Great Hall Oct. 12 for a 
concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. Lis-
teners will hear a lot of their favor-
ites from the past, as well as some of 
the new songs, including those off 
the “Everlasting” CD.

Even though touring has 
changed over the years, Patty still 
loves getting in front of audiences 
and sharing what’s on her heart.

“I’m just loving the opportunity 
to sing music—to just tell my story 
of what God has done in my life 
and continues to do in my life,” she 
said. “[To do that] through music 
… it’s just such a joy in my heart.”

While Patty is known mainly for 
her inspirational music, she has 
also branched out over the years 

and been involved in a variety of 
different projects, including per-
formances on Broadway and with 
symphonies in various cities.

“My mom and dad let us listen to 
all kinds [of music], and so Broad-
way music was one of the styles 
that we listened to,” Patty said. “I 
always wanted to do some stuff like 
that just for fun. So [with] differ-
ent symphonies across the country 
… I have been able to do a show 
called ‘Broadway Stories,’ which is 
just some of my favorite Broadway 
songs. Being the storyteller through 
songs, it’s a good fi t. And it’s been 
so special to get to do that.”

To add even more variety to her 
career, Patty hopes to include her 
family in future projects. 

“My kids have just gotten so 
grown up, and they all have such a 
love for the Lord and such a pas-
sion for music, and I would just love 
to do something that includes our 
family,” she said. “I think it would 
just be so sweet.”

Since music was a passion in 

her family as she was growing up, 
Patty had an early introduction to 
it—and to performing. According 
to her father, she performed her 
fi rst solo at two-and-a-half years old, 
although she doesn’t “remember 
much about that.”

As she grew older, Patty wanted 
to be a teacher. When she attended 
college, she had an opportunity to 
meet and travel with Bill and Gloria 

Gaither because of their affi liation 
with the school she attended. 

“I just began traveling with them 
over the next several years, and 
things just kind of began to grow 
for me,” she said. “What just kind 
of started out as a way to help me 
make my way through school has 
remained my profession the last 30 
years.”

Patty has performed for many 
thousands of people in the last three 
decades and will perform for many 
thousands in the future. She hopes that 
people who attend her performances 
will understand in a deeper way how 
much God loves them. 

“I hope they go away wanting 
to seek Him more, wanting to 
be more like Him every day,” she 
said. “That doesn’t mean we will 
always get it right. In fact, there 
are a lot of days that we will get it 
wrong. But God never leaves us or 
forsakes us and that is a promise I 
really cling to. When we know that 
He is with us and will not leave us 
or forsake us, He creates this safe 
place for us to come and to fi nd 
and seek Him.”
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North Metro grief series 
begins in October 

COON RAPIDS — The North 
Metro Grief Support Coalition, 
which consists of churches, the 
Faith Community Nurse Program, 
and Mercy and Unity Hospitals, is 
sponsoring the “Growing Through 
Loss©” series focused on grief and 
loss. Individual classes include top-
ics such as coping with grief, how 
long does grief last and getting 
through the holidays.

The fi rst event will take place 
on Thursday, Oct. 10 and will run 
weekly through Nov. 21, with no 
class held on Oct. 31.

Church of the Epiphany in Coon 
Rapids is hosting the series, which 
runs from 6:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. No 
pre-registration is required.

For more information, call (763) 
413-2985. 

Hymnology conference 
will feature the Gettys

SAINT CLOUD — Keith and 
Kristyn Getty will lead the one-day 

conference “Hymns for the Chris-
tian Life” on Friday, Oct. 18 at 
Calvary Community Church in St. 
Cloud. The Gettys will also perform 
at a concert following the confer-
ence. The event “is a thematically 
focused original collection show-
casing Irish melodies, as well as 
American bluegrass and country 
music infl uences,” according to an 
announcement.

For more information, call (320) 
293-1217 or visit www.gettymusic.
com/tour.aspx.

Groups band together to 
address religious liberty

SAINT PAUL —Alliance De-
fending Freedom, the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference, the Minne-
sota Family Council and Transform 
Minnesota will host the Minne-
sota Religious Freedom Forum on 
Thursday, Oct. 24 at the Saint Paul 
RiverCentre. 

The event will address legal and 
practical concerns related to re-
ligious liberties. General sessions 
and workshops will address ques-

tions related to the new marriage 
law in Minnesota, workplace issues 
concerning religion and a variety of 
other issues.

For more information on the 
event, visit www.transformmn.org.

ForEver Friends 
Fellowship releases fall 
schedule

EDEN PRAIRIE — Wooddale 
Church in Eden Prairie is host to 
ForEver Friends Fellowship, a pro-
gram of praise and worship of JRG 
Ministries, Inc.—a ministry that 
meets the spiritual needs of those 
with disabilities. The fall session 
began Oct. 3 and will conclude Nov. 
21 with a Thanksgiving Celebration 
Dinner featuring James Shaw.  

The next session is scheduled 
for Thursday, Oct. 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
and will feature the Alzen Family 
Band. This fall’s lineup includes 
numerous other musical guests 
and artists, including The Banjo 
Boys, The Jugheads, Mira and 
Tom Kehoe, and the Gloryland 
Gospel Band. 

For more information on these 
events, call (763) 420-4774 or visit 
www.jrgministries.org.      

Chamber choir and 
orchestra kicks off new 
year

BLOOMINGTON — Exultate 
Chamber Choir and Orchestra will 
kick off its 18th season on Saturday, 
Oct. 26 at 7:30 p.m. with a con-
cert at Christ the King Lutheran 
Church in Bloomington. The con-
cert will feature Frederic Handel’s 
“Dixit Dominus,” Franz Schubert’s 
“Mass in G” and a concerto and two 
choral selections.

General admission tickets are 
$20; seniors and students under 16 
are $15.

For more information, visit www.
exultate.org or call (651) 707-0727.   

Church to host sex 
traffi cking seminar

BURNSVILLE — Faith Covenant 
Church in Burnsville will serve as 
host for the Sex Traffi cking in the 
Midwest Seminar, sponsored by An-
nex Seminars, which is a subsidiary 
of Source Ministries. The seminar 
will take place on Saturday, Oct. 
19 at 9:00 a.m. and aims to bring 
awareness to the issue.

Speakers include Heidi Carlson, 
the men’s program director at Do-
mestic Abuse Project, and Peter 
Wohler, director of Source.

The seminar will also include the 
“Take a Number” traveling art ex-
hibit.

Pre-registration is $20 or $10 for 
students and groups. Same-day reg-
istration is $30.

Other events this fall include a 
Fallout Benefi t Concert on Nov. 
8 at the Fallout Urban Art Center 
in Minneapolis and the Source 
Fall Banquet on Nov. 23 at North 
Heights Lutheran Church in Arden 
Hills.

For more information on the 
seminar and to register, visit www.
annexseminar.eventbrite.com. 

Conference to 
address ‘work’

SAINT PAUL — Bethel Seminary 
will host the Mission:Work confer-
ence for pastors and workers Oct. 
10 and 11. The event is hosted by 

the Work With a Purpose initiative 
of the seminary and will address 
the kingdom value of work and its 
potential. 

Plenary speakers include Dr. Ste-
ven Garber, founder and principal 
of the Washington Institute for 
Faith, Vocation and Culture; Dr. 
Will Messenger, executive editor of 
the Theology of Work Project; and 
Dr. Amy Sherman, senior fellow of 
the Sagamore Institute.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.bethel.edu/events/
mission-work.

Ministering to 
those with cancer

NEW HOPE — The Elim Faith 
Community Nursing Fall Workshop 
will address “The Cancer Journey: 
Walking Together” on Saturday, 
Oct. 26. The one-day conference, 
hosted by New Hope Church, will 
teach people how to minister to 
those within the church who have 
cancer. 

The focus of the event will be on 
the physical, emotional, spiritual 
and relational challenges of indi-
viduals and families who are facing 
cancer. 

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.elimcare.org/fc-
nworkshops or call (952) 259-4461.

Class to address 
effective youth and 
family ministry

BLOOMINGTON — Youth 
Leadership will hold the two-day 
training seminar “Establish: Prin-
ciples for Effective Youth and Fam-
ily Ministry” Oct. 14 and 15 at the 
organization’s training center in 
Bloomington.

The class, led by Tiger McLuen 
and “surprise guests,” will “shape 
your vision for ministry, [help 
you] understand why you do what 
you do, learn how to build a team, 
develop strategies to understand 
and partner with parents, refl ect 
on how to develop your leader-
ship and stay healthy at the same 
time.”

The cost for the two-day event is 
$225. 

For more information on this 
event and others sponsored by 
Youth Leadership, visit www.youth-
leadership.org.
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The “Trinity” and “Spiritual Death” 
are explained in the Bible, by God!

These two subjects are just two of 25 in the book 

“Last call?”
A Christian Challenge to Atheists, Agnostics, & Skeptics!

See www.hisserv.com for special Internet price of $6.00*

www.olivetreeviews.org

ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is headed 
because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth of the Bible. 

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events 
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events 
according to the Bible. 

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter, 
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

Now 

heard on 

650 

stations

 Live Replay
AM 1030 WCTS Sat. 9am Sun. 9am
AM 980 KKMS Sat. 9am Sun. 12pm 
AM 1280 The Patriot Sat. 9am Sun. 8am
FM 88.1 WAJC Sat. 8am Sun. 8am 

Worship artist to 
release debut album

TWIN CITIES — Lauren Becker, 
a contemporary Christian worship 
artist, recently released the single 
“The Son My Father Sent,” which 
is from her debut album “Total 
Abandonment.” The album will be 
released Nov. 19. 

“I am so excited for people to 
hear this album,” Becker said in a 
statement. “We’ve put a lot of hard 
work into it, and I can’t wait to see 
how God chooses to use this music 
for His glory.”

For more information about 
Becker and her music, visit www.
facebook.com/lauren.becker.mu-
sic.  

Organization celebrates 
refrugee milestone 

RICHFIELD — World Relief Min-
nesota (WRM) recently announced 
that it has settled its 9,000th refugee. 
Along with partner organizations 
and area churches, WRM trains or-
ganizations and individuals to serve 
the most vulnerable. 

The 9000th refugee was part of a 
family of Bhutanese refugees from 
Nepal. 

In the past 25 years, WRM has 
helped refugees from nearly 50 
countries fi nd new homes and new 
opportunities in the U.S.

For more information about its 
work, visit www.worldreliefmn.org. 

Bethel University 
galleries display 
diverse works

SAINT PAUL — The Johnson 
Gallery at Bethel University will 
display “The Sunrise Watches the 
Sunset” by Skye Gilkerson until 
Oct. 27. The work, which includes 
video and paper, “addresses cycles, 
vantage point and perspective, and 
the divide between our daily experi-
ence and the abstract.”

The Johnson Gallery is open 
Monday through Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and on Sun-
days from 11:00 to 6:00 p.m.

The Olson Gallery at Bethel Uni-
versity will display “Half Round” by 
Mary Temple until Dec. 20. The 
display uses light and shadow and 
“relies on the viewer’s knowledge 
and memory of light intersecting 

space to raise questions of belief 
and doubt.”

The Olson Gallery is open Mon-
day through Saturday from 9:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and on Sundays 
from 11:00 to 6:00 p.m.

For more information about ei-
ther of these displays, visit www.
bethel.edu/galleries or call (651) 
638-6527.

Event to train 
healers 

MAPLEWOOD — The 13th an-
nual International Healing Con-
ference will be held Oct. 9 to 12 
in Maplewood at Redeeming Love 
Church. The event is a ministry of 
The International Association of 
Healing Ministries and Resurrec-
tion Apostolic International Net-
work (RAIN); it is co-sponsored by 
Miracles in the Marketplace and 
The Elijah List.

Speakers include Joan Hunter, 
Christopher Alam, Barbara Yoder 
and Ian Andrews.

Morning, afternoon and evening 
sessions will touch on a variety of 
topics.

For more information on the 
conference and for registration in-
formation, visit www.rainministries.
org or call (763) 566-7411.

Musical inspired by 
children’s letters to God

LAKEVILLE — Homeward 
Bound Theatre Company will pres-
ent “Children’s Letters to God,” the 
musical, on Saturday, Nov. 2 and 
Sunday, Nov. 3 at the Lakeville Area 
Arts Center.

 The musical is based on actual 
letters to God from children and 

“follows the lives of fi ve young 
friends as they voice beliefs, desires, 
questions and doubts common to 
all people but most disarmingly ex-
pressed by children.”

Tickets are $18 for adults and 
$15 for seniors and students.

For more information about the 
musical, including performance 
times, visit www.homewardbound-
theatre.org or call (952) 985-4640. 

Workshops to address 
healing and addictions

EDEN PRAIRIE — Prayer Ven-
tures will sponsor the Healing Pain 
in the Past Workshop on Saturday, 
Oct. 12 starting at 9:00 a.m. The 
event will be held at Prairie Com-
munity Church of the Twin Cities in 
Eden Prairie.

There is a no charge for the 
event; however, a free will offering 
will be distributed. 

Workshop leaders will help par-
ticipants understand God’s healing 
from emotional and spiritual prob-
lems from the past.

In addition, Prayer Ventures 

will also host the Breaking Free 
from Strongholds and Addictions 
workshop on Saturday, Oct. 26 at 
9:00 a.m. at Westwood Community 
Church.

The event is led by Dr. Hal Baum-
chen. 

Tickets are $20 per person, or 
$15 per person in groups of three 
or more; $10 for full-time students.

For more information on both 
events, visit www.prayerventures.
org or call (952) 942-9016.  

Special guest featured 
at single parent group

RICHFIELD — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social on Friday, Oct. 
11 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyte-
rian Church in Minnetonka. This 
month’s event will include special 
guest Doug Frey, who will talk about 
“Our Heart, Our Home.”

The monthly event will include 
a potluck meal as well as volleyball 
and other games. 

Those who attend are encour-
aged to bring a dish to share, paper 

products and a beverage.
The group also hosts a weekly 

volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970 
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

Facility group 
to hold expo

LAKEVILLE — The Minnesota As-
sociation of Church Facility Managers 
will hold its next monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Oct. 10 at Hosanna Lutheran 
Church in Lakeville. This month’s 
meeting will be the group’s annual 
church facility expo. 

The group meets monthly for fel-
lowship, networking, professional 
development and resource sharing. 
The membership is from a broad 
spectrum of church facilities, from 
large campuses with several staff 
members to small congregations 
with volunteer custodians.

For more information on the 
group and its monthly meetings, 
visit www.macfm.org.

Find us online at
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Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents have 
partnered with outstanding teachers to 
provide excellent, God-honoring education 
at Calvin Christian. Explore the Calvin 
Christian difference for your children.

Serving the Twin Cities
■ Edina K-8 campus
 4015 Inglewood Ave. S

■  Blaine K-8 campus
 8966 Pierce St. NE

■  Calvin Christian High School
 755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley

Call today for more information and 
to schedule a visit!

THRU OCT 27
The Johnson Gallery will display “The 
Sunrise Watches and the Sunset” by Skye 
Gilkerson The Olson Gallery will display 
“Half Round” by Mary Temple. Mon-Sat 
9am-6pm & Sun 11am-6pm. Bethel 
University, St. Paul • (651) 638-6527

THRU NOV 3
40 Days for Life, Peaceful Prayer Vigil, 
accessing God’s power through prayer 
& fasting. Churches can adopt-a-day, 
6am-9pm. By Pro-Life Action Ministries 
• (651) 771-1500 x211

THRU NOV 13
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, 
“Parable” Exhibit. Mon-Wed 1-3pm; Sun 
3-5pm, Oakridge Community Church, 610 
County Rd. 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

THRU NOV 18 
End-of-Life Exhibition: ‘Threads of Con-

nection’ works by Deidre Scherer. Gal-
leries of United Theological Seminary, 
3000 5th St. NW, New Brighton • (651) 
255-6138

SEP 29-OCT 6 • SUN-SUN

2013 Annual Impact Convention, The 
Redeemed Christian Church of God 
City of Strong Tower Parish, at Hebron 
City, 697 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis • 
strongtowermn.org, (612) 874-7310

OCT 3-4 • THU-FRI

New Life Family Services Fundraising 
Banquet & Silent Auction with Melissa 
Ohden speaking & Emcees Pam & Andy 
(KTIS morning show). Thur. – Rochester 
Event Center, Fri. – Hyatt Regency Min-
neapolis. Free • (612) 866-7643 x141, 
NLFS.org

OCT 4 • FRIDAY
Teen Dating Violence conference, 7pm. 
Redeeming Love Church. Free • (651) 
777-5200 x33, tzedakahcircle.org/
events.html

OCT 4-5 • FRI-SAT
FamilyLife’s “The Art of Marriage” get-
away. Grace Church, 9301 Eden Prairie 
Rd., Eden Prairie • (952) 856-7390, 
atgrace.com

“Christian Hospitality: Restoring the 
Broken Table,” leadership conference 
sponsored by Church of All Nations and 
the Mennonite Worker of Minneapolis • 
brokentable.org

OCT 5 • SATURDAY
God’s Healing Touch & Prayer conference 
with Pastor Karl Kruse speaking, 9am. 
Village Hall, Waverly. $20-35/couple. 
By Living Waters Christian Fellowship 
• (320) 420-2226, lwcfmn.org

Understanding the Times 2013 Confer-
ence with Dr. Mark Hitchcock, Dr. Ron 
Rhodes, Joseph Farah & Jan Markell 
speaking, 9am-5pm. Grace Church, 
Eden Prairie. Free. By Jan Markell & 
Olive Tree Ministries • (763) 559-4444, 
olivetreeviews.org

Psalms, a Christian Art Exhibit & Creative 

Arts Celebration, 10am-3pm. Hopkins 
Center for the Arts, Main Level Foyer, 
1111 Main Street, Hopkins. Free • 
greatcommissionartists.com

Live concert with Minister Jonathan 
Nelson, Sammie Okposo, Midnight Crew 
and others, 6pm. Part of 2013 Impact 
Convention. at Hebron City, 697 13th Ave. 
NE, Minneapolis • strongtowermn.org, 
(612) 874-7310

Prayer meeting, for the bound & broken/
Revival of America, 5pm. Olivet Um 
Church, 3620 43rd Ave. N, Robbinsdale 
• (651) 285-6190

OCT 6 • SUNDAY
Hymns & Gospel Singer, Jerry Nelson 
in concert, 4pm. Trinity EV Free Church, 
10658 210th St. W, Lakeville. Free • 
(952) 435-5548, trinityefc.net

Inge Auerbacher, child survivor of the 
Holocaust, speaking at Calvin Christian 
High School, 4pm. On the campus of 
Grace Evangelical Free Church, 755 73rd 
Ave. NE, Fridley. Free • (952) 927-5304

OCT 8 • TUESDAY
Celebrate Recovery presents Irregu-
lar4christ with Dusty Miller in concert, 
6pm. Brooklyn Park EV Free Church, 
7849 West Broadway, Brooklyn Park • 
(763) 391-6140

Growing Through Loss, “Coping With 
Special Days” with Gloria Swanson 
speaking, 6:30-9pm. Mary, Mother of 
the Church, 3333 Cliff Rd., Burnsville. 
$3 donation • (952) 890-0045

OCT 9 • WEDNESDAY
Haiti Teen Challenge annual luncheon, 
11:15am-12:45pm, Town & Country 
Club, St. Paul • RSVP haititc.org

OCT 9-12 • WED-SAT
13th Annual International Healing Con-
ference with Joan Hunter, Christopher 
Alam, Barbara Yoder, Ian Andrews & more 
speaking, Wed. 7pm, Thu. & Fri. 10am, 
2pm & 7pm, Sat. 10am, 2pm & 6pm. By 
Int’l Assoc. of Healing Ministries & RAIN 
• (763) 566-7411, rainministries.org

OCT 9 • WEDNESDAY
Acquire the Fire presents SURGE, com-
bines a rock concert/comedy show/
youth rally into an interactive movie 
theater event. In Theaters nationwide 
• SurgeExperience.com

OCT 10 • THURSDAY
Haiti Teen Challenge annual luncheon, 
11:15am-12:45pm, Edina Country Club 
• RSVP haititc.org

Fall Grief 6-week Series begins. Thurs-
days, 6:45-9pm. Church of the Epiphany, 
Coon Rapids • (763) 413-2985

ForEver Friends Fellowships hosts the 

Alzen Family Band, 7pm. Wooddale 
Church, Eden Prairie • (763) 420-4774, 
jrgministries.org

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Church Facility 
Expo. TBD • macfm.org

OCT 10-11 • THU-FRI
Mission:Work, mini-conference with Ste-
ven Garber speaking, 7pm. Bethel Uni-
versity, 3900 Bethel Drive, St. Paul. $40. 
By Work with Purpose • (651) 638-6090, 
bethel.edu/events/mission-work/

OCT 11 • FRIDAY
“Parable” exhibit opening reception, 
6:30-8:30pm, The Oakridge Gallery of 
Gospel Art, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater 
• agapearts.net

Single Parent Christian Fellowship monthly 
social, 6:30pm. Faith Presbyterian Church, 
Minnetonka • (651) 649-4525

“Called Out of Darkness” celebration of 
freedom from addiction, false identities, 
& sinful behavior with Cory Asbury & Band 
in concert, 7pm. Bethlehem Baptist, 
North Campus, 5151 Program Ave., 
Mounds View. Freewill offering • (612) 
338-7653, hopeinGod.org

OCT 11-13 • FRI-SUN
Strategies for Trauma Awareness & 
Resilience – The STAR Training. By MN 
Peacebuilding Leadership Institute • 
starmpls4.eventbrite.com

OCT 12 • SATURDAY
Healing Pain in the Past workshop 
with Betsy Lee speaking, 9am. Prairie 
Community Church. Freewill offering. 
By Prayer Ventures • (952) 942-9016, 
prayerventures.org

Tailgate Party featuring Ben Utecht, 
4:30pm. Living Faith Church, 10101 Lex-
ington Ave N, Circle Pines. $15 • (763) 
784-1760, livingfaithmn.org

Sandi Patty in concert, 7:30pm. Benson 
Great Hall, Bethel University, 3900 
Bethel Dr., Arden Hills • (651) 638-6333, 
bethel.edu/events/arts

Coming Together Conference 2013 “The 
Gospel, The Church, & Immigration.” First 
Baptist Church, Minneapolis • (612) 
746-5661, transformmn.org

OCT 13-NOV 13
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, 
“Parable” Exhibit. Mon-Wed 1-3pm; Sun 
3-5pm, Oakridge Community Church, 610 
County Rd. 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

OCT 13-19 • SUN-SAT
Fatherheart “A” School, “Experiencing 
The Father’s Love.” Spirit Life Church, 
221 Lake St. N, Big Lake. $395-425 
• (763) 262-LIFE

OCT 5 • SATURDAY (cont.) OCT 10 • THURSDAY (cont.)

THRU NOV 18 (cont.)



October 2013 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 9www.christianexaminer.com

Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath

We are small but ready to grow

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

MIKE — For 17 years I survived as 
a “functional addict”. But eventually 
alcohol consumed me. I went through 
several treatment programs but never 
found sobriety. Finally, I had no job,  
no money, and no place to live. My 
health was failing, I was anxious and 
depressed, but most of all…I lost all 
hope. MnTC taught me that I was 
loved and forgiven by the one who 
matters most, the Lord. I was able to 
deal with the issues underneath my 
addiction. I now serve as the Assistant 
to the Program Manager at MnTC’s 
Brainerd Campus. Life 
still has challenges, but 
with God, life is good. 

OCT 14 • MONDAY
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild with 
David Sheets speaking, 6:30-9pm. Beth-
lehem Baptist Church, Youth Room, 720-
13th Ave. South , Minneapolis. Member 
dues $40 ($20 full-time students), 1st 
time guests free • info@mnchristian-
writers.com

OCT 14-15 • MON-TUE
Youth Leadership Training Seminar “Estab-
lish Principles for Effective Youth & Family 
Ministry.” Training Center, Bloomington. 
$225 • youthleadership.org

OCT 15 • TUESDAY
Twin Cities Creation Science Assoc. 
“What Evolution Can and Cannot Do,” 
with Rob Stadler, University of North-
western, 3003 North Snelling, Roseville, 
Nazareth Chapel N2250 • tccsa.tc

OCT 16 • WEDNESDAY
Acquire the Fire presents SURGE, com-
bines a rock concert/comedy show/
youth rally into an interactive movie 
theater event. In Theaters nationwide 
• SurgeExperience.com

OCT 17 • THURSDAY
7th Annual Praise & Fundraiser Event, 
6pm. Crowne Plaza Hotel & Conference 
Center, Plymouth. By Chaplain Dave’s 
Good News Jail & Prison Ministry • 
(612) 596-8104

OCT 18 • FRIDAY
American Swedish Institute presents 
Ross Sutter in concert, 12noon-2:30pm. 
2600 Park Ave. S, Mpls • (952) 236-
9578

Sanctus Real “The Run Tour” in concert 
with Citizen Way, The NeverClaim & 
EverFound, 7pm (VIP 5:30pm). Woodland 
Hills Church, 1740 Van Dyke Street, St. 
Paul • (651) 487-0001, sanctusreal.com

“Music & Hymnology in the Church” 
conference, followed by a concert with 
Keith & Kristyn Getty. Calvary Community 
Church, St. Cloud • (320) 293-1217

Celebrate Singles “It’s Your Call” with 
Justin Petrick, 7pm. Emmanuel Chris-
tian Center, 7777 University Ave NE, 
Spring Lake Park. $20 includes dinner 
• (763) 458-0052, emmanuelcc.org/
singleadults

Reset Movement featuring Rend Col-
lective, Nick Hall, Lacey Sturm (from 
Flyleaf), Propaganda & more, 7pm. New 
Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave., 
New Hope. By PULSE Outreach • (763) 
533-2449, resetmovement.com

 OCT 18-19 • FRI-SAT
Women of Faith “Believe God Can Do Any-
thing” Tour with MercyMe, Lisa Bevere, 
Lisa Harper, Rich Stearns & more. Xcel 
Energy Center, 199 Kellogg Blvd. W, St. 
Paul • womenoffaith.com

OCT 19 • SATURDAY
Sex Traffi cking in the Midwest Seminar, 
9am. Faith Covenant Church, 12921 
Nicollet Ave., Burnsville. $10-30. By 
The Annex Network • (612) 822-5200, 
annexseminar.eventbrite.com/

Managing Healthcare in Retirement work-
shop (ages 60+), 9:30-11:30am. New 
Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave. N, 
New Hope • (763) 971-5123

Prophetic Healing & Deliverance Service 
with Mohan Peters, Mattie Austin, Les 
Peters & more speaking, 6pm. Brooklyn 
Park Community Center, 5600 85th Ave N, 
Brooklyn Park. Free. By Dwelling Place of 
God End Time Church • (763) 458-5163

OCT 19-20 • SAT-SUN
Marriage Encounter, create the marriage 
of your dreams. Mt. Olivet Conference 
& Retreat Center, Farmington • (651) 
454-3238, marriages.org

OCT 20 • SUNDAY
Digital Age Concert, 6pm. Five Oaks 
Community Church, Woodbury • (651) 
459-7485, fi veoakschurch.org

OCT 24 • THURSDAY
MN Religious Freedom Forum, 8:30am-
4pm. Saint Paul RiverCentre. By Alliance 
Defending Freedom, the MN Catholic 
Conference, the MN Family Council & 
Transform MN • mnreligiousfreedom.org

OCT 26 • SATURDAY
Elim Faith Community Nurse Fall work-
shop “The Cancer Journey: Walking 
Together,” 8:30am-12:30pm. New Hope 
Church, New Hope • (952) 259-4461, 
mvanderw@elimcare.org

Breaking Free from Strongholds & Ad-
dictions – Power Tools Workshop with 
Dr. Hal Baumchen speaking, 9am. 
Westwood Community Church. $10-20. 
By Prayer Ventures • (952) 942-9016, 
prayerventures.org

Harvest Fall Concert with Faithful Men 
Quartet, 10am. Grace Seventh Day 
Baptist Church, 17872 Glasgow Way, 
Lakeville. Free • (952) 432-7490, grac-
eseventhdaybaptist.org

Sam Butler in concert, 7pm. Riverview 
Baptist Church, 14 Moreland Ave. E, W 
St. Paul. Free • (651) 457-3831

Chamber Classics, Music that Exhila-
rates, 7:30pm. Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 8600 Fremont Ave. S, Blooming-
ton. $15-20. By Exultate Chamber Choir 
& Orchestra • (651) 707-0727

OCT 26-27 • SAT-SUN
Strategies for Trauma Awareness & 
Resilience – The STAR Training. By MN 
Peacebuilding Leadership Institute • 
starmpls4.eventbrite.com

OCT 27 • SUNDAY
Chamber Classics, Music that Ex-
hilarates, 4pm. Lake Nokomis Lutheran 
Church, 5011 31st Ave. S, Minneapolis. 
$15-20. By Exultate Chamber Choir & 
Orchestra • (651) 707-0727

OCT 30 • WEDNESDAY
The Digital Age with Bellarive in concert, 
7pm. LeSueur Henderson HS. $10 • 
(507) 665-6393, lshchurches.org

NOV 1 • FRIDAY
Spirituality & Social Media: From Eager 
Skeptic to True Believer Fact Sheet 
with Mary E. Hess speaking, 9am-2pm. 
Normandale Lutheran Church, 6100 
Normandale Rd., Edina. $75-80 • 
loyolaspiritualitycenter.org

10 Year Celebration of the University 
4,000-pipe Blackinton Organ with special 
guest Dr. Richard Elliott, 7:30pm. Benson 
Great Hall, St. Paul. Free • bethel.edu/
events/arts

NOV 1-2 • FRI-SAT
Unarmed But Dangerous Conference 
with Twanna Williams (born w/o arms), 
Fri. 7pm & Sat. 9am. Sheraton Inn West, 
12201 Ridgedale Dr., Minnetonka. $25 
• (952) 688-2199

NOV 2 • SATURDAY
Prayer meeting, for the bound & broken/
Revival of America, 5pm. Olivet Um 
Church, 3620 43rd Ave. N, Robbinsdale 
• (651) 285-6190

The Into The Light Tour with Matthew 
West, Sidewalk Prophets & Jason Castro, 
7pm. Grace Church, 9301 Eden Prairie 
Rd., Eden Prairie • (952) 926-1884

National Lutheran Choir 28th Annual 
Concert Series. All Saints – “Remember” 
with guest conductor Craig Hella Johnson 
& organist/pianist Bill Chouinard, 7pm. 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 900 
Stillwater Rd., Mahtomedi • nlca.com

NOV 2-3 • SAT-SUN
“Children’s Letters to God” the musical, 
Sat. 2 & 7:30pm, Sun. 3pm. Lakeville 
Area Arts Center, 20965 Holyoke Ave., 
Lakeville. $15-18. Homeward Bound 
Theatre Company • (952) 985-4640, 
lakevilleareaartscenter.com

NOV 3 • SUNDAY
National Lutheran Choir 28th Annual Concert 
Series. All Saints – “Remember” with guest 
conductor Craig Hella Johnson & organist/
pianist Bill Chouinard, 4pm. St. Philip the 
Deacon Lutheran Church, 17205 County 
Rd 6, Plymouth • nlca.com

NOV 7 • THURSDAY
ELEVATE, bringing the gospel to more 
people & places, dinner/program with 
music by Mark Beth Carlson & Ben 

Utecht, 6:30pm. Hazeltime National Golf 
Club, 1900 Hazeltine Blvd., Chaska • 
swimministry.org

NOV 8 • FRIDAY
Fallout Benefi t Concert, Fallout Urban 
Art Center, Minneapolis. By Source 
Ministries and the Annex Network • an-
nexnetwork.org

NOV 9 • SATURDAY
Holiday Craft Boutique, 9am-3pm. 
Bethesda Lutheran Church, 2855 E. 
47th St., Inver Grove Heights • (651) 
451-1355, bethesdalutheranchurch.org

NOV 13 • WEDNESDAY
Fellowship of Christian Business & Pro-
fessional Women, luncheon. 11:30am-
1pm, The Women’s Club of Minneapolis, 
410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis, $25-30 
• (763) 536-8055

NOV 16 • SATURDAY
Ignite Conference 2013 featuring Lincoln 
Brewster, Angi Putney, Unifi ed Twin Cities 
Worship Band in concert. Matt Brown, 
Roger Coles, Luke Frederick & Anthony 
Bass speaking, 10am-9pm. University 
of Northwestern, Maranatha Hall, 3003 
Snelling Ave. N, St. Paul • (651) 631-
5151, ignitelive.org/st-paul

Good News for Israel Fall Conference 
with Barrie Schwortz & Dr. Craig A. 
Evans speaking. Special music guest 
Barry Segal. 12:30pm. Emmaus Church, 
8443 2nd Ave S, Bloomington. Seating 
is limited. Freewill offering • GNFI.org

NOV 21-JAN 19
Triple Espresso, a highly caffeinated 
comedy. The Music Box Theatre, 1407 
Nicollet Ave., Mpls • (612) 874-1100, 
tripleespresso.com

NOV 23 • SATURDAY
Source Fall Banquet, North Heights Lu-
theran Church, Arden Hills • sourcemn.
org

DEC 6-15
It’s A Wonderful Life. North Heights 
Lutheran Church, Arden Hills • (651) 
797-7800

DEC 13 • FRIDAY
Mary Beth Carlson’s Annual Christmas 
Concer t with special guests Diane 
Tremaine, Mark Henderson, Justin Kno-
epfel & more, 7:30pm. St. Michael’s 
Lutheran Church, 9201 Normandale 
Blvd., Bloomington. $16 • (952) 934-
2319, marybethcarlson.com

Associate through Ph.D.

FOR A FREE CATALOG, CONTACT US AT

352-621-4991 or write to us
5480 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

DEGREES 

Join us for Bible Study on Tuesdays and Sundays in Andover

A NEW CHURCH is coming this fall  
to Andover and Anoka County

Immanuel Church

www.immanuelchurchopc.org
jamesthoekstra@gmail.com   |   763-210-5846

NOV 2 • SATURDAY (cont.) NOV 7 • THURSDAY (cont.) NOV 16 • SATURDAY (cont.)
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 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul   ❑  San Diego Co.

On-line ❑  Inland Empire

❑  Internet ❑  Orange Co. 

 ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would 
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web 
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to 
your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For complete up-to-date job, internship 
and volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling 
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at 
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and de-
velop mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good 
driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long 
Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs. 1 – Women’s Recovery Coach, 
FT + benefits.

Maintenance Technician
Skilled individual needed to help maintain facilities.  Experience with some, 
or all of the following is required:  Boilers, HVAC, plumbing, electrical, con-
struction, remodeling, refrigeration, and/or controls.  A clean driving record is 
required. FT + benefits

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with 
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us 
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

DONATE YOUR CAR
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

You can help make a difference in the lives of underprivileged inner-city 
youth. All of your donation will sponsor a scholarship program to help 
send children to summer camp. Camp Compassion is a local, faith-
based ministry that is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of 
underprivileged children from the Twin Cities. 

Fast, Free towing. Same day pickup.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

Call for more info: 612-296-5242
carsforcompassion.org
Cars for Compassion is a local 501(c)3 charity organization. 
Donations are tax-deductible.

CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS 
SHARE THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS

“Samaritan Ministries members 
prayed for us and sent us the 

$50,000 we needed to pay for our 
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada. 

My family’s monthly share is $315.”

samaritanministries.org/intro
To request an info packet,  

call 888-268-4377 or 
email info@samaritanministries.org

Bruce G.

BOOKS 
The “Trinity” and “Spiritual Death” are explained 
in the Bible, by God! Read the new book “Last 
call? (Subtitled: A Christian Challenge to Atheists, 
Agnostics, & Skeptics!) Information for Christians! A 
challenge to non-Christians! See www.hisserv.com 
for Web special price $6.00.

EDUCATION 
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE-AUTOS 
Lower/cost used cars 4-sale. Offi ce (651) 554-
7074, after 3pm (651) 398-7388.

HELP WANTED 
Own a computer? Put it to work! Up to $1,500 
to $7,500/month. PT/FT. Free info. www.cgolife-
style.com. 

HELP WANTED 
Team building and Challenge course facil-
ity in Jordan MN seeks part time staff. Love of 
outdoors, adventure and encouraging people. 
18+, fi rst aid a plus, Please call Duane at 
(952) 292-1143 or email ziplinedu@gmail.com
Real Estate - Vacation 

REAL ESTATE - VACATION
Lake Home. Summer or year-round. 58 wooded 
acres, 1/2 mile shore. Hunt, fi sh, swim. A/C, ga-
rage with bunkhouse, playhouse. Near Namakogen. 
Snowmobile trails. (763) 315-1106.

ROOMS FOR RENT 
Christian male to rent lower level. Three mod-
est sized rooms partially furnished with private 
3/4 bath in Crystal. Newly renovated. Off street 
parking. $525/month includes utilities. Available 
October 1st. Call Steve @ (763) 533-9206. Email: 
sklinkhamer2@mail.com. 

Richfield, Christian female to share my home. No 
smoking, pets. Your own bathroom, living room, 
kitchen, bedroom. $580 + deposit, all utilties 
included (no cable). Available Nov. 1, 2013. Call 
(612) 869-8042, kbill@mpls.k12.mn.us. 

Blaine Clubwest Townhouse. Christian female, 
private upstairs, 2 bedrooms, own bath, LR, 
garage, laundry, kitchen, patio, internet, utilities 
paid, no pets, furnished. Carol $600/month, 
(763) 360-2007.

SERVICES 
Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

Residential and Investment Real Estate Services. 
Helping families since 2003. Century 21 Pastrana 
Realty. Please call Christine at (612) 750-6220.

VACATION RENTALS 
5-Star Condo/Timeshare in Branson for rent. 
1 week, 2BR 2BA, Full Kit, W&D, elevator, near 
shows, Thousand Hills Golf, ideal for 2 couples. 
Avail Sept, Oct, Nov, Dec 2013. Pictures available. 
Contact 612-210-5882, jeannejm87@yahoo.com
Vacation/Retreat Rentals 

VACATION/RETREATS 
The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

WANTED TO RENT 
Female missionary seeks private quarters in a 
home. Mary (651) 492-8215.

Retired Christian nurse seeks apartment in 
home, duplex or small apartment/condo building. 
Rosanne: (612) 861-3043.

Celebrate the organ
SAINT PAUL — Benson Great 

Hall on the campus of Bethel Uni-
versity will host the 10-year celebra-
tion of the university’s 4,000-pipe 
Blackinton Organ on Friday, Nov, 
1 at 7:30 p.m. Special guest will be 
Dr. Richard Elliott, who is the prin-
cipal organist at the Mormon Tab-
ernacle. He is also an accompanist 
for the Tabernacle Choir.

The event is free and open to the 
public.

For more information, visit www.
bethel.edu/events/arts.  

Weeklong school to 
address God’s love

BIG LAKE — Spirit Life Church 
in Big Lake will host “Experiencing 
the Father’s Love” Oct. 13 to 19. 
The weeklong event aims to help 
participants experience God’s love 
and develop a foundation for His 
place in the Christian’s life. 

The event will be led by Trevor 
and Linda Galpin of Fatherheart 
Ministries and Jim and Julia Herz-
ing of Spirit Life Church.

Registration is $425, or $395 if 
registered by Oct. 7.

For more information, call (763) 
262-LIFE.  

Celebrating freedom 
from addiction

MOUNDS VIEW — Bethlehem 
Baptist Church’s north campus will 
host “Called Out of Darkness” on 
Friday, Oct. 11. The event, which 
includes Cory Asbury, will feature 
“testimonies and encouragement 
from those who are being healed 
from sexual and relational broken-
ness.” 

There is no charge for the event, 
but a free will offering will be taken. 

For more information, visit www.
hopeingod.org or call (612) 338-
7653.   

Ignite to train 
in evangelism 

SAINT PAUL — Christian re-
cording artist Lincoln Brewster, the 
Unifi ed Twin Cities Worship Band 
and evangelist Matt Brown will 

highlight the Ignite Conference on 
Nov. 16 at the University of North-
western – St. Paul. 

The daylong event will include 
music, worship and plenary ses-
sions designed to provide practi-
cal training tips on evangelism and 
reaching others with the gospel.

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.ignitelive.org.

School to host 
Holocaust survivor

FRIDLEY — Holocaust survivor 
Inge Auerbacher will speak at Cal-
vin Christian High School on Sun-
day, Oct. 6 at 4:00 p.m. Auerbacher 
is a child survivor of the Holocaust 
and an award-winning author.

The event will be held on the 
campus of Grace Evangelical Free 
Church in Fridley and is free and 
open to the public.

The Auerbacher family spent sev-
eral years in a concentration camp 
in Czechoslovakia and eventually 
immigrated to the U.S. in 1946. 

For more information on the 
event, visit www.calvinchristian.org.  
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For more information about 
Launch Ministry, visit www.
launchministry.org. 

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Counseling Care
 Professional Christian Counselors 

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen  

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

the point.
In an article for the CNN Belief 

Blog, she writes: “You can’t hand 
us a latte and then go about busi-
ness as usual and expect us to stick 
around. We’re not leaving the 
church because we don’t fi nd the 
cool factor there; we’re leaving the 
church because we don’t fi nd Jesus 
there.”

That experience of fi nding Jesus 
serves as the heart of youth ministry 
and where it’s going in the future.

Are you stuck?
Five years ago, the Rev. Corey 

Magstadt served as a pastor of a 
church plant in the Chaska area. 
He noticed the church had a group 
of young people who seemed dis-
connected from the congregation 
and “were kind of on the fringes of 
life and community.” 

He began to see that an entire 
generation of young people was 
having diffi culty transitioning into 
adulthood: more of them were liv-
ing at home with their parents and 
for longer periods of time; many of 
them were struggling to fi nd a ca-
reer; and fewer of them were mak-
ing the transition to college.

   “‘Stuck’ was really the word that 
kind of jumped out to us,” he said. 
“That everybody just seemed like 
they were stuck. This was something 
new that was happening. [This was 
certainly the case before], but it 
seemed to be a broader genera-
tional thing that was moving across 
… all social boundaries. Everybody 
was struggling to make this jump 
into adulthood.”

That observation served as the 
impetus for Launch Ministry, where 
Magstadt now serves as executive di-
rector. Launch helps young adults 
in that transition to adulthood, in-
cluding developing life skills, fi nd-
ing opportunities to lead and learn-
ing spiritual formation practices. 

The new ministry also hopes to 
help young adults keep—or form—
a connection with a local church.

At Launch Ministry’s fi rst Bible 
study—with about 20 people in at-
tendance—the group introduced 
themselves and told a bit about who 
they were.

“We were just blown away by the 
stories that we heard,” Magstadt 
said.

From being pregnant to having 
a parent die to drug addiction … 
Magstadt heard everything and re-
alized this was not what he had ex-
pected. 

Is this something new?
While it’s nothing new for young 

people to explore their faith—and 
even other faiths—as they move 
away from their home and into 
adulthood, Magstadt believes the 
changes we are experiencing now 
are magnifi ed.

“Today, we have some other 
pieces that are tied into it because 
now you have the social elements as 
well,” he said. “With all of the grow-
ing up pieces that are taking lon-
ger, so now you have kids not fi nd-
ing their career until their early to 
mid 30s. You have them staying at 
home until their mid 20s, late 20s 
and living with their parents. You 
have college taking a lot longer. 
And particularly the identify forma-
tion stuff. The identity formation 
that used to happen in adolescence 
is now extending well into the late 
20s, even into the 30s.”

These formation pieces, Mag-
stadt believes, are now happening 
away from the church, meaning the 
church is having less infl uence on 
the lives of those who call it home. 

If that’s the case, then what’s the 
remedy?

Relationships
While there are no doubt a vari-

ety of proposed remedies for this 
problem, Magstadt believes rela-
tionships form the core of any so-
lution. 

“We haven’t necessarily done a 
great job of preparing youth in our 
churches for making their faith 
their own and moving into an adult 
kind of faith,” he said. “A lot of it 
has to do with relationships. Young 
people who have relationships with 
adults in the church—whether 
it’s mentors or formal or informal 
mentors or with their pastor—if 
they are relationally connected 
with people in the church, then 
their faith sticks.”

Those who don’t have deep and 
powerful relationships within the 
church often struggle to “see their 
faith grow and develop into adult-
hood,” Magstadt continued.

There is no simple remedy that 
can be applied across the board; 
however, Magstadt believes there 
are several things for churches to 
keep in mind as they try to help 
young adults deepen their faith.

The core of Launch Ministry 
focuses on mentors: connecting 
young people with mentors in the 
church who can invest their time, 
energy, experience and love with 
another person. 

“That whole relational element 
where you have to get out[side] 
the walls of the church and actually 
invest in young people’s lives,” he 
said. “There is no easy program. It’s 
really just a long, individual, one 
on one, taking time conversations. 
And over time that develops into 
something really powerful.”

One pastor Magstadt knows has 
decided to move his offi ce hours 
from the church to the local coffee 
shop, where many young people 

Workers build a garden at the Launch Pad, which is the ministry’s house 
for homeless young men.

MILLENNIALS…
Continued from page 1

from his church visit. It’s a way to 
be available emotionally, socially 
and spiritually and make time for 
investing in other people’s lives. 

And, one of the possible miscon-
ceptions people have about young 
people today is that they are not 
interested in having relationships 
with older adults.

    “Millennials love adults,” Magstadt 
said. “They love to spend time with 
people who are older than them. And 
hear input from them. They absolutely 
love it. They want you to spend time 
with them. I think it’s just a huge op-
portunity for churches [to allow this 

to happen].”
While the challenges to faith 

will always be present—and maybe 
even more so in our current age—
churches can make the decision 
to invest in young people’s lives. 
It’s that key relationship that often 
plays a pivotal role in how someone 
comes through a struggle or chal-
lenge to their faith.

Are you easy to fi nd?
You can be if you advertise with us.

In PRINT and ONLINE.

Reservations are now being 
accepted for the 2014 directory. 

Contact one of us today to 
learn how you can 

BE FOUND easily.

North Metro
Bruce Slinden 
763.657.7065
bruce@christianexaminer.com
 

South Metro
Curt Conrad 
952.746.4768

curt@christianexaminer.com

The Twin Cities most  comprehensive guide to products and services 
offered by Christian-owned and operated businesses.
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FALL DATES:

Oct 19 Annex Seminar: Sex Traffi cking in the Midwest
Faith Covenant, Burnsville

Nov 8 Fallout Benefi t Concert
Fallout Urban Art Center, Minneapolis

Nov 23 Source Fall Banquet
North Heights, Arden Hills

+ Take A Number 
     Traveling Art Exhibit

+ Seminars

AnnexNetwork.org
SourceMn.org


