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Review
The gospel as story 
is an effective 
evangelism tool

By Scott Noble

BLOOMINGTON — What 
happens when several local con-
gregations cancel their worship 
services? Many people would 
think something was wrong with 
their buildings that day—maybe 
a water main broke or a sewer 
backed-up.

Yet for fi ve churches in the 
south metro—Bethany Church, 
Emmaus Lutheran Church, Ever-
green Church, Garden Commu-
nity and Hillside, along with the 
organization Transform Minne-
sota—they canceled worship ser-
vices and partnered together in 
order to help their neighbors and 
put their faith into action. 

Some 800 people from these 
congregations entered their com-

munities on Sunday, Aug. 26 to 
“paint houses, pick up trash, clean 
school yards, offer free oil chang-
es to single parents and host a bas-
ketball clinic,” according to an an-
nouncement from CityServe, the 
group organizing the effort. 

In addition, volunteers partici-
pated in other similar volunteer 
activities on or around Aug. 26, 
including tree removal and house 
repairs. In July, a team from 
CityServe and the High School 
Leadership Training group from 
Evergreen Church spent the day 
cutting back limbs on a property 
that was overwhelmed by tree 
branches, according to a report 
on the Transform Minnesota web-
site.

Carl Nelson, president of Trans-
form Minnesota, said the state-

wide group of evangelicals joined 
the initiative because their visions 
are similar.

“Our vision is to connect and 
mobilize evangelicals to trans-
form Minnesota, and this initia-
tive involves churches working 
together and serving their neigh-
bors,” he said. “We have been 
working with these churches since 
last fall to begin an initiative serv-
ing Bloomington school teachers 
and as the churches began plan-
ning CityServe, it just made sense 
to expand our partnership.”

Mike Olmstead, pastor of Ev-
ergreen Community Church in 
Bloomington, had once heard 
about a neighbor who had suf-
fered storm damage. He thought 

Action Faith
Churches cancel services to serve community

CityServe volunteers Madison Elijah, left, and Brian Elijah, second from right, load a wheelbarrow with mulch while 
Jack Elbert, far right, looks on. The workers, from Evergreen Community Church, were making improvements to a 
playground at Indian Mounds Elementary School in Bloomington.
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By Shawna Carpentier

HAM LAKE — It’s not every 
day that you can fi nd the fortune 
of hope through misfortune, but 
that’s what Beyond Horizons is 
bringing into the lives of those in 
need of a helping hand. 

Beyond Horizons is a Christian 
501(c)(3) nonprofi t ministry of 
Horizons Community Church of 
Ham Lake that mobilizes a ser-
vant’s heart to meet people’s practi-
cal needs in Anoka County.

“When our Senior Pastor Jimmy 
Jones asked our church the ques-
tion about four years ago, ‘If Ho-
rizons Community Church ceased 
to exist, would anyone really know 
or care that we were gone?’ I knew 
amazing things were going to hap-
pen,” Executive Pastor of Horizons 
Community Church Todd LaVine 
shared.

LaVine was right, and on July 1 
a fast-moving effort to serve the lo-
cal community was established with 
a commitment to open a compas-

sion center that would further the 
church’s presence in an area in 
great need of compassion services.

Julie Clarke, local compassion 
director of Horizons Community 
Church works in a leadership posi-
tion with Beyond Horizons and its 
ongoing project with the compas-
sion center.

“Our hopes are as we get in [the] 
community and as we get more fi -
nancial resources and things that 
we can become a resource center 
for those families out in [the] com-
munity,” she said.

The compassion center will 
house eight ministries under one 
roof when it opens in mid-Septem-
ber. The 2,387 square foot building 
is presently undergoing construc-
tion at its location on the corner of 
Hanson and Coon Rapids Blvd. in 
Coon Rapids—strategically placed 
near the area’s bus lines.

A thrift store, food shelf and clothing 
closet will initially operate out of the 

New compassion 
center to help meet
needs in Anoka County

Volunteers from Beyond Horizons load a truck for a family in need of moving help.

See CENTER, page 2

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — As the cam-
paign to constitutionally defi ne 
marriage in the state enters its 
stretch run, Minnesota for Mar-
riage recently hired a spokeswom-
an. Autumn Leva had most recently 
been working in Washington, D.C., 
for Congressman Doug Lamborn 
of Colorado as executive assistant 
and legislative assistant.

Her work experience in Wash-
ington, she believes, prepared her 
for the role she assumed with Min-
nesota for Marriage.

“I worked pretty intensively on 
family values issues with [Congress-
man Lamborn],” she said. “And so 
my work there—as I was thinking 
about moving away from Washing-
ton, D.C., and where I’d want to 
be—just really had Minnesota kind 

Autumn Leva is the new spokeswoman 
for Minnesota for Marriage.

Marriage campaign gears up for stretch run

of on my heart and ended up here. 
Being hired by the campaign, it sort 
of transitioned from the family val-
ues that I was working on before to 
working on the marriage issue. It 

was a good transition for me.”
Leva attended the University of 

Montana and went on to law school 
at Regent University in Virginia 
Beach, Va.

A July SurveyUSA/KSTP poll 
found that 52 percent of likely vot-
ers in the state are in support of 
the marriage amendment. Similar 
polls completed over the previous 
12 months, however, showed mixed 
results, with many of the polls show-
ing the state nearly equally divided 
on the issue.

Leva said Minnesota for Mar-
riage is encouraged by the latest 
poll, saying it “refl ects what we’ve 
always known: that most people in 
Minnesota still believe that mar-
riage should be between one man 
and one woman. That’s the best 
possible way for families to raise 
their kids and for kids to have the 

most stable environment.”
As with most campaigns, turnout 

is key, and the campaign has been 
working on making sure its sup-
porters show up at the polls.

“We’re out there working hard, 
and our strategy from the very be-
ginning has been to educate voters 
and to identify those voters who are 
with us and make sure that they 
actually get out to the polls to vote 
because this is such an important is-
sue,” Leva said.

The campaign has organized 
church leaders and parish captains 
across the state. In addition, as the 
campaign enters its fi nal phase, 
Minnesota for Marriage has been 
conducting phone banking.

One of the challenges the cam-
paign faces revolves around the is-

See CAMPAIGN, page 3
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Three areas of development:  
Leadership 

 

 Fish farm - 12 ponds  
 in the village of Adagya

Join our team...  
3 cents buys a fish for the fish farm.  
$180 stocks an entire pond.

Ponds provide income for the village to help with 
and  

Operation Dignity International  
serving in Ghana, West Africa 

For more information, contact Kathy Sullivan, Executive Director

763-432-0543
www.operationdignityinternational.org

We are also available for speaking engagements

center. Beyond Horizons’ transporta-
tion, auto repair, moving, shelter and 
furniture ministries will also be head-
quartered out of the center.

The concept for the compassion 
center is simple, yet meaningful: 
that is to generate a reciprocal ef-
fect of going beyond the church in 
order to bring people into the body 
of Christ.

“Our new compassion center is the 
next step in the evolution of a church 
that is passionate about getting outside 
of its four walls and serving the com-
munity,” said LaVine.

Horizons Community Church’s 
mission is to “Love God. Love Peo-
ple. Serve the World.”

“They are going to know when 
they walk in [to the compassion 
center] what our mission is,” said 
Clarke, “… to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus.”

Clients of the center will experi-
ence a place that feels like home, 
and they will be treated as special 
guests.

The food pantry will be “of 
choice,” meaning clients will have 

an opportunity to select food op-
tions to the tastes of their family. 
Instead of waiting in an isolated 
lobby, clients will have access to 
connection resources.

These resources will provide one-
on-one time with clients to check-in 
with them and ask them about their 
needs. This will also involve referrals to 
other organizations in the county who 
can meet needs that the organization 
can’t, if necessary.

“This is a big community, and we 
can’t do it alone,” Clarke said. “We wel-
come other people to come in or other 
groups to come and serve alongside of 
us,” as the compassion center and the 
ministries of Beyond Horizons rely on 
volunteer support. “We don’t want to 
stomp out what other organizations and 
churches are doing to meet the needs 
of the community, but rather to come 
alongside them,” continued Clarke.

Beyond Horizons strives to promote 
the well-being of people who fi nd 
themselves in circumstantial situations. 
That’s why the organization will provide 
recipients of its resources with an op-
portunity to earn ongoing support by 
volunteering at the compassion center.

“If we have a need that is a once in 
a lifetime type of service, we want to 
preserve the dignity of the person,” 

said Clarke. “Giving them something 
for free doesn’t always do that so maybe 
the second time they come in they can 
volunteer for four hours in exchange 
for food or clothes.”

In a time when many people have lost 
jobs and struggle with unemployment, 
being able to contribute to the needs 
of others while helping to fulfi ll their 
own is reassuring.

“People love that because people 
feel like they are paying for it and they 
do with their time, and it’s a great way 
to build self-esteem,” Clarke added.

Beyond Horizons believes that there 
is a need for people to witness a raw and 
genuine faith. Seeing faith in action is 
what the organization says will bring 
people to explore the Word of God.

“The church is the church body, so 
that’s why it is important to get that 
message out and get other churches 
involved,” said Clarke.

There can never be enough com-
passion, and Clarke hopes Beyond 
Horizons will inspire other similar min-
istries and services to duplicate what it 
is doing so that the compassion of God 
will reach throughout Anoka County.

“It would be like a dream that 
we could set this up and that other 
churches would [one] partner [with 
us], come alongside that,” explained 

Clarke, “[or if] you’re seeing what’s 
happening, come see us. Let us share 
with you what we’ve been able to do 
here.” 

LaVine pointed out that the deeds 
to be done at the compassion center 
and beyond are a representation of 
something bigger.

“We’re incredibly excited to be serv-
ing the people of Coon Rapids and 

look forward to making our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ the hero within the 
community,” he said.

For more information about 
the compassion center or how 
to get involved, visit www.
horizonscommunitychurch.com/cc 
or email juliec@beyondhorizons.org.  

CENTER…
Continued from page 1

Conference to encourage 
middle and older adults to 
leave spiritual legacies
Christian Examiner staff report

LAKE ELMO — Chances are every 
local church has numerous people 
50 years of age and older. They’re 
regular attendees, they are involved 
in ministries and they tithe regularly. 
But are they prepared to leave spiritual 
legacies?

That’s the focus of the “Infl uencing 
the Generations” conference designed 
for Boomers and Builders to be held on 
Friday, Oct. 19. The one-day event, held 
at Rockpoint Church in Lake Elmo, will 
include plenary sessions, workshops and 
resources designed to help midlife and 
older adults leave spiritual legacies and 
build bridges of “sticky faith.”

The event is sponsored by the 
Christian Association Serving Adults 
(CASA), which describes itself as “a 
national ministry [that refl ects] the 
importance of ministry to and through 
people in midlife as well as those enter-
ing their retirement years.” 

The CASA Network conducts confer-
ences, training events and workshops 
aimed at equipping churches and 
individuals.

“We’re coming together to 
have the right conversation 
about infl uencing all the gen-

erations for the benefi t of being 
the church … and seeing what 
God will do,” said Jeff Mattesich, 
associate pastor of students at Lake 
Avenue Church in Pasadena, Calif., 
and a speaker at the conference, via a 
news release.

Mattesich will be joined by Ward Tan-
neberg, executive director of the CASA 
Network and Justin Blaney, founder of 
Innovate 4 Jesus.

“It’s a new message to seniors,” 
said Tanneberg, also noting that the 
conference will be important for those 
entering their second half of life. He 
will discuss ways to move the church to 
being more intergenerational.

Conference offi cials said all ages 
are invited but particularly encourage 
leaders of 50+ ministries, intergenera-
tional ministry leaders, senior pastors, 
youth pastors and others interested in 
learning how to make the church more 
intergenerational to attend.

For more information about 
CASA, visit www.gocasa.org. For 
more information about Rockpoint 
Church, visit www.rockpoint-church.
com.

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am

“I love cfaith!”

visit us today!
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and doing it with love and respect. 
Doing it with gentleness and re-
spect and the love of God.” 

Brown hopes that those who 
attend not only learn how to pro-
claim the message of Christ but also 
will take that message with them.

“My vision for [the conference] 

would be that people would be 
equipped to take the message of 
Christ for the rest of their lives,” he 
said. “[I’m] praying that the church 
in the Twin Cities catches God’s 
heart and gets the resources they 
need and the wisdom they need to 
be able to take the gospel to people 

that are outside of the church al-
ready.”

For information on the Ignite Con-
ference and to register, visit www.
ignitelive.org. For information about 
Think Eternity, visit www.thinke.org.   

For more information on Minneso-
ta for Marriage, visit www.minnesota-
formarriage.com. 

Natural weight loss Protocol that works
Rapid to launch
No calorie counting
No weighing of food portions
Freedom to eat “real” food
Focuses on nutrition

Our main goal is for you to achieve optimal health and overall well-being
Get Started Today!

Call to schedule your free consultation
952.388.6160

Lose Fat Fast!

Report

Program

Typical weight loss 
results average ½ 
to 1 pound of fat 

Patients take these safe supplements with healthy regular foods that 

Medical Director of Bouari Clinics

WITH AMAZING STORIES!

formula
No surgery
No prescription drugs
No packaged food
Not an exercise program

Bring in this ad for $150 off 50-day program (Not valid with any other offers or discounts)

By Scott Noble

ARDEN HILLS — Last year, 
more than 1,000 people—mainly 
students—were trained in how to 
evangelize at the inaugural Ignite 
Conference. Some 750 attended 
in person, while several hundred 
more participated via the confer-
ence’s live stream.

This year, organizers have opened 
the doors of the conference to include 
adults, citing the desire of several 
sponsor churches who wanted their 
adults to be able to participate in the 
effective training. 

“Basically after going through the 
training, [the sponsor churches] just 
really wanted it to be open not just 
to students but to others within their 
congregations,” said Matt Brown, 
evangelist with Think Eternity, which 
is the host of the conference.

The two-day conference, which 
will be held Oct. 12-13 at North 
Heights Lutheran Church in Arden 
Hills, will utilize the evangelism 
training developed by the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association. 

“It talks about the effective Chris-
tian life, the victorious Christian 
life, and then it goes into practical 
evangelism training,” Brown said. 
“It really has a big, heavy emphasis 
on walking with Christ yourself, on 
your own faith in Christ and really 
establishing that in a deeper way 
and then moves into [how] you 
share that with others.”

The decision to allow adults to at-

tend the conference also fi lls a gap 
in the marketplace, Brown believes, 
in evangelism training.

“In some of the stuff that I’ve seen 
across the country, there’s a pretty big 
gap there of evangelism training con-
ferences for adults,” he said. “There is 
a little bit more for students, but even 
there, there’s not a lot. [We] just wanted 
to serve the city, and that’s why we said, 
‘Yeah, of course we’ll allow everyone 
of any age to come.’ But I know that 
it will be a heavy student population, 
really big Next Generation focus …”

Teaching at the Ignite Confer-
ence will be interspersed with mu-
sic and worship from several Chris-
tian artists. Dove Award-winning 
worship artists Shane and Shane 
will perform, as will local hip-hop 
artist Tru-Serva. SONICFLOOd 
founding member and current fac-
ulty member at North Central Uni-
versity Jeff Deyo will also perform. 
The Rev. Per Nilsen, lead pastor at 
North Heights Lutheran Church, 
will be involved with teaching.

Brown believes the particular 
type of message Ignite aims to con-
vey is also missing in the market-
place.

“There are events but not nec-
essarily focused on the gospel and 
how to take the gospel to those out-
side the church,” he said. “That’s 
where we sense God leading us with 
that ministry calling on our lives of 
evangelists. To shine that spotlight 
on the message of the gospel, not 
just holding it in but taking it out 

Last year, more than 750 people attended in person the inaugural Ignite Conference.

Student evangelism conference expands to include adults
Ignite Conference hopes to 
train hundreds in evangelism

sue of the amendment’s title. Secre-
tary of State Mark Ritchie changed 
the title of the amendment from 
“Recognition of marriage solely be-
tween one man and one woman,” 
which was how the state legislature 
worded the amendment, to “Limit-
ing the status of marriage to oppo-
site sex couples.”

As a result, Minnesota for Mar-
riage fi led a lawsuit against Ritchie 
and Attorney General Lori Swan-
son. The state Supreme Court is 

CAMPAIGN…
Continued from page 1

expected to rule soon on the issue. 
Regardless of the lawsuit’s out-

come, Leva said it’s their job to 
make sure Minnesotans are edu-
cated on what a “yes” and “no” vote 
mean.

“We really want to make sure that 
people understand that their get-
ting out to vote is important,” she 
said. “And that a ‘yes’ vote is im-
portant. And that people who are 
not sure and thinking they might 
just leave the question blank, that 
that actually is the equivalent of vot-
ing ‘no’ … and no matter what the 
court decides on the title, marriage 
between one man and one woman 

is ‘yes.’”     
In other marriage amendment 

news, Augsburg College, part of the 
ELCA, announced last month that 
it opposes the amendment, mak-
ing it the fi rst traditional university 
in the state to oppose it, according 
to a report in the St. Paul “Pioneer 
Press.” Capella University, an on-
line institution, has also come out 
against the amendment, according 
to the same report. 

ST. PAUL — The Minnesota Su-
preme Court ruled August 27 that 
two elected state offi cials overstepped 
their authority in replacing the leg-
islature’s ballot title for a proposed 
marriage amendment with an inac-
curate title. Both offi cials publicly op-
posed defi ning marriage as one man 
and one woman in the state constitu-
tion.

Alliance Defending Freedom and 
ActRight Legal Foundation attorneys 
represented numerous state legisla-
tors and the committee supporting 
passage of the amendment in a legal 
challenge to the faulty ballot title.

Supporters of the marriage amend-
ment who opposed Secretary of State 
Mark Ritchie’s rewritten titles said the 
Democratic secretary of state wrote ti-
tles designed to produce votes against 
the amendment, which he opposes.

ADF Senior Counsel Jordan Lor-
ence, who argued before the high 
court last month, expressed that Min-
nesotans deserve to have free and fair 
elections, and they deserve to know 
precisely what they are voting for.

“Because the Legislature wrote a 
ballot title for the marriage amend-
ment, no offi cial in the executive 
branch has any authority to replace 
or modify that title — especially not 
with one that incorrectly describes 
the amendment’s effect,” Lorence 
explained.

“Voters have the right to know that 
the amendment is designed to pro-
tect the ‘recognition of marriage sole-
ly between one man and one woman,’ 
as the legislature accurately specifi ed. 
The court has done the right thing in 
restoring that language to the ballot,” 
said Lorence.

The Minnesota Legislature wrote 
the ballot title for the amendment, 

as the state constitution empowers it 
to do, but Ritchie later changed the 
ballot title to describe the intention 
of the amendment as “limiting the 
status of marriage to opposite sex 
couples,” saying that his language was 
consistent with Attorney General Lori 
Swanson’s chosen statement of pur-
pose and effect.

ADF and ActRight attorneys argued 
that neither offi cial has the authority 
to override the Legislature’s title.

“Allowing the Secretary of State, 
an Executive Branch Offi cer with no 
constitutional authority over the form 
and manner of proposed constitu-
tional amendments, to simply ignore 
the Legislature’s action in proposing 
and passing a title to accompany a 
ballot question on a constitutional 
amendment potentially risks inter-
fering with the Legislature’s consti-
tutional authority…” the Minnesota 
Supreme Court wrote in its opinion.

The court ruled that the Secretary 
of State exceeded his authority…
when he provided titles for the ballot 
questions different from those passed 
by the Legislature.

“Based on our construction of 
(state law), we hold that the secre-
tary of state erred and exceeded his 
authority when he provided titles for 
the ballot questions on the proposed 
marriage and voter identifi cation 
amendments different from the titles 
chosen by the Legislature,” wrote the 
Justices. “Instead, the appropriate 
titles the secretary of state must pro-
vide are the titles passed by the Leg-
islature.” 

Ritchie has been ordered by the 
court to restore the original wording 
on the amendment to “Recognition 
of Marriage Solely Between One Man 
and One Woman.

State Supreme Court 
disallows deceptive marriage 
amendment ballot title
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It’s election season again. Some 
might greet this reality with enthu-
siasm while others will groan and 
long for Nov. 7, the day after the 
election—the day when the TV ads, 
radio spots, newspaper articles and 
social media campaigns come to a 
grinding halt.

Most Americans probably re-
side somewhere in the middle: not 
waiting for every “Breaking News” 
sounder ushering in the latest gaffe 
or revelation about the candidates 
or on the other hand, not counting 
the days until the airwaves blessedly 
stop wall-to-wall coverage of this 
election.

I was thinking about this the oth-
er day when I was driving through 
my neighborhood, which I’m sure 
is no different from most. Lawn 
signs are starting to pop up, an-
nouncing the homeowner’s sup-
port for a particular candidate or 
issue that’s on the ballot this No-
vember. Most houses have one or 
two lawn signs, while some are lit-
tered with fi ve, seven or more plas-
tic announcements of where their 

political support resides.
This drive through my neighbor-

hood reminded me of just how im-
portant—and infl uential—voting 
can be. But only when that vote is 
thoroughly researched, thought 
about and even prayed over. 

While most Christians believe 
strongly in exercising our right as 
Americans to vote, some believ-
ers—most notably Anabaptists and 
Mennonites—refrain from voting, 
believing to some degree that they 
are participating in something that 
isn’t kingdom minded. While most 
evangelicals and other Christians 
might not necessarily agree with 
this assessment, it should give us 
pause as we approach the polls this 
November—and every election sea-
son.

For many decades in the past 
century, conservative Christians did 
not widely participate in the politi-
cal process. The Scopes trial of the 
1920s ushered in a several decades-
long era when believers stayed away 
from politics and cultural activi-
ties, believing more time should be 

spent developing a parallel sub-
culture. This new existence would 
include everything mainstream life 
offered but would do so without the 
fallenness of the unbelieving world.

That began to change in the 
early 1970s when several cultural 
issues—Supreme Court decisions, 
among others—began to unite po-
litical operatives to motivate con-
servative Christians to once again 
participate in the political and cul-
tural worlds. And they did so with 
a vengeance, some arguing that 
born-again voters swayed the elec-
tion in Jimmy Carter’s favor in 1976 
and in Ronald Reagan’s direction 
in 1980.

Whether or not that was the case, the 
age of faith and politics was launched. 
Through the ups and downs of the past 
40 years, evangelicals have, hopefully, 
learned several things. 

One, politics is one manner in 
which cultural change can take 
place. It’s sometimes slow, messy 
and oftentimes extremely frustrat-
ing. And not to mention fi lled with 
processes and maneuvers many 

fi nd distasteful.
Second, the easiest way to change 

a culture is to change a person’s 
heart. While focusing on political 
and legislative efforts is important, 
it’s much more important to con-
tinue to preach the gospel, feed the 
poor, offer a hand-up to someone, 
minister to those in prison and to 
operate from a kingdom-minded 

perspective.
Finally, the gospel cannot be con-

tained by a political party or move-
ment. Following Christ means of-
fering our support to Him fi rst and 
foremost. 

Over the years, too many politi-
cal operatives have tried to hijack 
conservative believers to support 
their legislative agendas. While 
those initiatives may be things evan-
gelicals support, we must make sure 
that our support resides solely with 
Christ and not with a movement, 
no matter how politically or legisla-
tively important it may seem. 

So when we enter the voting 
booth this fall—if we are not believ-
ers who refrain from voting—make 
sure we have thought about, re-
searched and prayed over our deci-
sions. Christ would ask nothing less 
from us.  

Make sure to “like” the “Min-
nesota Christian Examiner” on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
@cenewsmn for the latest news, 
updates and giveaways.

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

The industry I never knew existed
There was absolutely no way I re-

alized what I was getting into when 
I signed up to work at a pregnancy 
care center. I knew I loved children. 
I knew I valued families. I knew I 
cared deeply about helping those 
in need and loving people through 
diffi cult circumstances. However, I 
was not prepared for what I would 
witness and learn.

One of my fi rst weeks I was talk-
ing with a group of people who 
have been serving in the pregnancy 
care fi eld for decades. I was pep-
pering them with questions about 
pregnancy, abortion and adoption. 
I’ll never forget one person’s com-
ment, who said, “When you start 
digging into the abortion industry, 
it’s sad to see how deep it goes.” 

I remember being startled, 
wondering how abortion could 
be considered an industry. Now, 
months after being introduced to 
the pregnancy care world, I un-
derstand exactly what was meant. 

All of us recognize the debate 
between pro-life and pro-choice. 
In fact, it is discussed so often that 
we almost become glazed over by 
the statistics and the rhetoric in 

mainstream media. But, how im-
portant are those numbers? And 
what is not shared? I see things 
differently now, and the nauseat-
ing numbers mean so much more. 
Behind each number is a person, 
a story, a situation, a life.

Nearly half (49 percent) of the 
6.7 million pregnancies in our 
country per year are unplanned. 
Of the approximately 3 million un-
planned pregnancies, 40 percent 
are aborted, accounting for the 
majority of America’s 1,200,000-
plus abortions every year. Since 
abortion was legalized in the early 

1970s, America has lost more than 
53 million lives to abortion.

Specifi cally in Minnesota, we 
know that abortions are down 
slightly from 11,505 in 2010 to 
11,071 in 2011. There are seven 
main abortion providers in Min-
nesota, with 90 percent of the 
abortions being provided by fi ve 
primary clinics all located within 
a couple miles of one another in 
Hennepin and Ramsey counties. 
Furthermore, Minnesota is not 
unlike other states with more 
than 80 percent of abortions 
occurring among unmarried 
women.

Abortion can also be found 
within the church. According to 
a recent study published by the 
National Association of Evan-
gelicals, 80 percent of unmarried 
evangelicals between the ages of 
18 to 29 have had sex. Among un-
married evangelicals, 30 percent 
have been pregnant or gotten 
someone pregnant, and 32 percent 
of those pregnancies have ended 
in abortion.

In 2010, Planned Parenthood 
provided just over 11 million ser-

vices to approximately 3 million 
patients at one of their 800 health 
centers in the country. Of their ser-
vices to pregnant women, they pro-
vided 31,098 prenatal services, 841 
adoption referrals and performed 
329,445 abortions. This shows that 
91 percent of the services provided 
to pregnant women were a service 
to terminate life.

The reality is that one in three 
women will have an abortion by 
the age of 45 in the United States. 
Look up former abortion providers 
on the web and listen to or read a 
couple stories; your heart almost 
stops. Read about the new telemed 
abortion process that Planned Par-
enthood is rolling out. A woman is 
provided with the RU486 abortion 
pill through a locked door after 
teleconferencing with a doctor. 
An abortion is now made faster 
and easier than ever, almost like 
your morning cup of coffee from 
a drive-through. 

Abortion is a deceptive, money-
making, gruesome, unregulated 
industry that is being used and sold 
as a form of every day birth control.

For as much discussion as 

there is about the massive issue 
of unplanned pregnancy, there is 
very little discussion about the un-
healthy repercussions of our sexu-
ally obsessed society and the actual 
behavior of abstinence, which may 
be diffi cult in our culture but the 
only sure-proof way to prevent the 
emotional, physical, spiritual and 
mental realities of an unplanned 
pregnancy.

Margaret Sanger, founder of 
Planned Parenthood, held many 
views contrary to Christianity. 
However, she did believe life should 
not be terminated after conception 
and that abortion was a disgrace to 
civilization. This is a far cry from 
where the organization is today.

What I love about the pro-life 
community is that they recognize 
abortion is not just a casual decision 
with little or no effects. Through 
many efforts and with compassion, 
 they are leading the way to reach 
out to those hurting and suffering 
with help and healing.

Alisha Cora Soule is director of 
development at New Life Family 
Services. 

Sam Helgerson

Alisha Cora Soule

Cast your vote wisely

“Lord, show me where you want 
me to go and I will follow you, but 
please be clear and unambiguous 
about it”—Henri Nouwen.

I’ve seen the tendency many 
times in my own life, and that’s 
probably why I have become so 
sensitive about it: I want a clear di-
rection from God, a sign, some as-
surance that a particular plan is the 
right one. 

Most Christians have had at least 
one experience when God’s calling 
was completely clear and the way 
ahead certain, but we often forget 
that such things are the exception 
and not the rule.

Many years ago, while I was wres-
tling with a particular decision in 
my life, a good friend suggested 
that I read through the book of 
Acts while praying about the mat-
ter. That proved to be excellent 
advice because it gave me a much 
clearer picture of how God worked 

in the lives of His people.
It is easy to think of the times de-

scribed in Acts as the glory days of 
the church. Beginning in chapter 
two, God’s Holy Spirit was present 
and indwelling the saints, and at 
no time since has He more actively 
intervened in lives and guided the 
day-to-day actions of those He had 
called.

In the midst of this, I stumbled 
across fi ve little words that changed 
my life. They are found in Acts 
15:25: “… it seemed good to us 
…” That was it. No clear direction 
from God, no signs, no prophetic 
word, just a simple statement that a 
particular course of action seemed 
good. If you read the chapter, you’ll 
fi nd that they were considering no 
small question but about how Gen-
tiles might be brought into this new 
fellowship.

Sometimes, God leaves the most 
important decisions to us with no 

clearer direction than a collective 
“it seemed good to us.” There are 
a few simple principles, then, for 
God’s people to seek His will and 
move forward:

1. Important decisions are col-
lective decisions. Rarely does God 
call us to fi nd our way alone, so it 
is critical that we pray with others. 
Our independent streak might wish 
that it said “it seemed good to me,” 
but the us is an important piece of 
God’s plan.

2. God’s people have the indwell-
ing Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ’s prom-
ise “I am with you always, to the end 
of the age” (Matthew 28:20) is per-
tinent here. We are not abandoned, 
even when God does not respond 
with clear direction. Sometimes, 
we need to take action and be both 
faithful and bold about it. 

3. Expect God to adjust your 
course or your timing. In Acts 16:6, 
Paul and Timothy were “forbidden 

by the Holy Spirit to preach the 
word in Asia.” We do not know what 
that looked like, but it was clear to 
them that God had intervened. 
This shows two things: that their 
plan of going to Asia seemed good 
to them, and that the Holy Spirit 
changed their plans.

These principles have helped me 
in some very practical ways. I hold a 

high view of the sovereignty of God, 
and I recognize that He is in con-
trol. He has no intention of aban-
doning me, even when He chooses 
not to show me the whole road 
ahead. I’ve had to heed my own ad-
vice many times and found it neces-
sary to make a move, even when I 
was not sure of the outcome.

Never forget that waiting on God 
and waiting for a sign are not the 
same thing. I’ve found that when I 
insist on waiting for a sign, it is of-
ten the result of my own stubborn-
ness and lack of faith. It is when I 
move, prayerfully, that God steps 
in to keep me moving in the right 
direction.

Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the pro-
gram director for the Master’s pro-
gram in Organizational Leadership 
and the assistant dean of Business 
and Leadership Programs at Bethel 
University.

The joy of not waiting for a sign
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Does your work matter? 

Cal Thomas

After working late one night not 
long ago, I found myself wonder-
ing, “If I were in an accident and 
knew I wouldn’t live, would I regret 
how I spent my day?”

I had spent a large part of that 
particular day organizing a local 
nonprofi t organization’s YouTube 
videos. At fi rst, it felt trivial as I sat 
considering life and death. But it’s 
not; the work I did that day, like the 
work you and I do every day, is, in 
fact, a refl ection of the divine.

Genesis 1:2 says that when God cre-
ated the heavens and the earth, the 
earth “was without form and void.” 
Although the original Hebrew words 
for “without form and void” are not 
directly translatable into English, they 
convey the idea of the Genesis 1:2 
universe being something like what 
we might think of as “chaos.”

The process of creation, then, 
was God’s act of bringing order to 
the chaos by organizing and shap-
ing it into everything we see today.

This biblical account of a genesis 
from chaos is especially interesting 
considering the “End of Days” sce-
nario predicted by many physicists.

The second law of thermody-
namics states that everything is in 
a state of decay, and everything in 
the universe tends toward “entro-
py,” which means something like 

randomness, disorder … or chaos. 
This, many physicists believe, is the 
eventual fate of the universe—par-
ticles bouncing around randomly 
or chaotically.

To exemplify the concept of en-
tropy, the host of one television 
program dropped a wine glass to 
show it shattering into pieces. This 
is entropy, he said, and everything 
is heading in that direction.

The problem with his demon-
stration was that somebody made 
the wine glass. In fact, the glass 
represents thousands of years of 
human progress to produce a glass 
that holds what has been deemed 
to be the ideal amount of wine, di-
rects the wine to the perfect spot 
in a person’s mouth and allows just 
enough heat to pass from a hand 

through the glass to warm the wine 
so as to maximize the enjoyment of 
each drink.

The product of these thousands 
of years of progress is the opposite 
of entropy. Humans, it seems, are 
like God in that we are creative be-
ings and in our acts of creation we 
rebel against entropy.

This idea is fundamental to how 
human civilization works. Practi-
cally every job a person can have 
requires that they organize chaos, 
and they do so for the benefi t of 
other people.

A waitress creates a service that 
didn’t exist when she takes an or-
der back to the cook, giving the 
restaurant patron time to use his 
smartphone to send an email full 
of data that another employee will 

compile into a spreadsheet that an-
other employee will use to write a 
report that a CEO will use to plan 
the company’s future. And the 
company will produce things like 
smartphones, which, by putting all 
of human knowledge in my pocket, 
has enriched my life and allowed 
me to be productive at times when 
I couldn’t before.

In the composition process, a writer 
organizes thoughts and feelings that 
others experience but have not been 
able to express themselves. Some 
people read these words and are com-
forted in knowing that others feel the 
same. Others are inspired by the words 
to write something of their own, which 
will reach others in the same way.

I organized YouTube videos for 
an organization so that when some-

one searches for them, they will 
be able to easily fi nd them, allow-
ing people to save time, which can 
be spent in other productive ways, 
such as creating spreadsheets and 
writing columns.

Human creation is not “ex nihi-
lo.” We each build on the progress 
of the billions of people who came 
before us, and we are partners with 
everyone who is living today, work-
ing to overcome chaos in a world 
that is decomposing in the most 
literal sense.

Assuming you are not in a line of 
work that furthers the decay, your 
day-to-day acts of creation are noth-
ing short of a divine partnership 
with God and other people. Our 
jobs, no matter how mundane they 
may seem sometimes, are premised 
upon the notion of serving each 
other through the things we create.

Although we may lose sight of it 
at times, it has always been this way; 
our daily work is part of a process 
that extends back to the beginning 
of time and will end only when all 
work is fi nished—and creation is 
complete. 

Zach Psick is a freelance writer 
who enjoys studying and discussing 
theology and politics in his leisure 
time. 

When women complain about 
men who can’t commit, they can 
thank — or blame — two people: 
Playboy magazine publisher Hugh 
Hefner and the former editor of 
Cosmopolitan magazine, Helen Gur-
ley Brown, who died in August at 
age 90.

Brown was the fl ip side of Hefner, 
offering women permission, even 
encouragement, to embrace a fe-
male version of Hefner’s freewheel-
ing “Playboy philosophy” of unre-
strained sexual pleasure. Brown 
and Hefner offered one-way tickets 
to fantasyland, a journey suppos-
edly without cost to a destination 
seemingly without consequences.

Pausing at the supermarket 
checkout each month to read 
Cosmo’s enticing headlines and to 
notice the cleavage of the “cover 
girl”—both Brown’s signature—
is something like slowing down 
to view a multi-car pileup. Yet the 
“damage” Brown’s philosophy of 
sexual liberation caused (or refl ect-
ed) is far more severe.

A sampling of Cosmo headlines 
included: “75 Sex Tricks (Warn-
ing: They Are So Hot That This 
Magazine May Burst into Flames)”; 
“Surprising Stuff They Don’t Want 

From You in the Sack”; and “Guys 
Sex Confessions.” There is raunchi-
er stuff not suitable for those with 
gentler sensibilities.

In any revolution—political, or 
the sexual one championed by 
those like Hefner and Brown—
there are casualties. No one wants 
to talk about the casualties of the 
sexual revolution because that 
wouldn’t sell magazines or seduce 
a new generation of young people. 
Sex sells, but it also brings misery 
when it’s misused.

There was a time when words 
served a purpose. Some were once 
used to discourage bad behavior 
that was thought to be harmful to 
individuals who practice it and to 
societies that tolerate it. “Fornica-

tor” was one. We changed the word 
so as to appear less “judgmental,” 
but the behavior that word de-
scribes didn’t change. “Sexually 
active” is now the preferred phrase 
that describes what the word used 
to. It seems more tolerant and 
that’s the problem.

I recall reading an interview in 
the 1970s with Xaviera Hollander, 
who was promoting her memoir 
“The Happy Hooker.” As I remem-
ber it, the interviewer asked Hol-
lander a penetrating question, the 
gist of which went something like 
this: What’s the difference between 
you and what used to be called a 
“tramp”? Hollander’s answer didn’t 
matter. The question answered 
itself. This was before “anything 

goes” replaced self-control as a wor-
thy goal.

Just as there are laws in nature 
which, if violated, bring repercus-
sions, so, too, are their moral laws 
which, when violated, cause physi-
cal, emotional, social and spiritual 
consequences. It is one reason we 
have preachers to remind us of 
such things, but fewer of us listen 
to them and suffer as a result.

Katherine Kerstin, chairman of 
the Center of the American Ex-
periment in Minneapolis and a 
commentator for National Public 
Radio’s “All Things Considered,” 
wrote about Brown’s “seductive 
philosophy” of unfettered freedom 
in 1997 for the Minneapolis Star-Tri-

bune. It has a catch, she wrote: “For 
if ‘freedom’ is women’s birthright, 
it is also men’s. And as the last in-
hibition bites the dust, women are 
fi nding they don’t much like some 
of the things men do when released 
from social constraints and expec-
tations. The result? A new breed of 
‘Thou shalt nots’—from sexual ha-
rassment policies in the workplace 
(‘No compliments on hair or dress, 
if you know what’s good for you’), 
to the mandatory ‘date rape’ semi-
nars that greet unsuspecting col-
lege freshmen.”

Having abandoned a code of con-
duct that has served humanity well for 
millennia, Brown and her followers 
were forced to write a new code to deal 
with the predictable result of bad male 
behavior that previous constraints had 
worked well to limit. Men wanted their 
cake “and Edith, too,” to paraphrase 
a country song and women didn’t like 
the end result.

Brown sowed the wind, to bor-
row a biblical phrase, and millions 
of women who ingested her poison 
continue to reap the whirlwind. 
What a legacy.

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.

The legacy of Helen Gurley Brown
…there are moral laws 
which, when violated, cause 
physical, emotional, social 
and spiritual consequences.

Our jobs ... are premised 
upon the notion of serving 
each other through the 
things we create.
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Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 1280 The Patriot

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 

For more information about South-
west Christian High School and its 
new location, visit www.swchs.org. 
The school will be hosting several 
events in concert with the opening 
of its new facility. On Saturday, Sept. 
29, a 5K Fun Run and 3K Walk will 
be held for those interested in view-
ing the new campus. Also, a Grand 
Opening and Ribbon Cutting will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 29 at 10:30 
a.m. at the school: 1981 Bavaria 
Road in Chaska. 

Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

By Scott Noble

CHASKA — Since its found-
ing in 1996, Southwest Christian 
High School has educated its 
students at temporary locations, 
including church basements, a 
community center and an indus-
trial park warehouse. This fall, as 
students return to classes, they 
will attend the school’s new per-
manent location on Bavaria Road 
in Chaska.

Each temporary location over 
the years has provided chal-
lenges. At one location, a jani-
tor’s closet had to be used as a 
classroom when enrollment in-
creased; in one church basement, 
it got so cold that an aquarium 
fi lled with fi sh froze; and at its 
most recent location—the former 
NordicTrack facility—the paved 
parking lot also served as physi-
cal education space, resulting in 
multiple scratches and scrapes 
that required the attention of the 
school nurse.

Yet as Dan Beckering, head of 
school, noted, it’s what happens 

Staff, students and volunteers helped 
Southwest Christian move into its fi rst 
permanent facility.

Christian high school makes its fourth—and, hopefully, last—move

on the inside of the facility that 
makes the most difference.

“From the beginning, we’ve al-
ways believed that what happens 
inside ‘the box’ of our facilities 
is infi nitely more important than 
what the outside of that box 

looks like,” Beckering said, via a 
news release. “Our students and 
faculty have done amazingly well 
within the limitations of those 
temporary spaces for 16 years. 
I’m excited to see what God will 
accomplish at Southwest now 
that the facility matches the qual-
ity and scope of what happens 
inside.”

Even amidst its temporary lo-
cations, Southwest managed to 
create and sustain high-quality 
education, including two Nation-
al Merit Scholars, nine National 
Merit Semifi nalists and eight 
National Merit Commended Stu-
dents.

In addition to the new class-
room and administrative facili-
ties, the school will also now have 
its own permanent athletic facili-
ties.

“Our teams have done very well 
without a home fi eld or home 
court advantage, so we’re even 
more excited about what can be 
accomplished with our new facili-
ties,” said Jon Longnecker, ath-
letic director at Southwest. “But 
Southwest Christian is interested 
in creating more than just a win-
ning athletics program. The end 

game is to develop students into 
citizens with proven character 
and a biblical worldview on and 
off the fi eld. Sports is one vehicle 
to do that.”

Currently, the school has nearly 
200 students from more than two 
dozen communities in the south-
west suburbs of the Twin Cities. 

Last month, school offi cials 
and volunteers carried pallets 
of books, offi ce supplies, chairs, 
desks, fi les, science equipment 
and everything else that’s need-
ed at a school into the new fa-
cility, a move everyone involved 
is hoping will be the last of its 
kind.
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For additional information about 
CityServe, email cityserve2012@
gmail.com or visit www.linkblooming-
ton.org. For additional information 
about the online tool CityServe uses 
to coordinate volunteers, visit www.
thecommon.org. To view photos or 
watch video of various CityServe 
projects or for more information 
about Transform Minnesota, visit 
www.transformmn.org.

CARS FOR COMPASSION

Donate any motorized 
vehicle in any condition 

Help send an underprivileged child to Camp Compassion

$500 Minimum Tax Deduction 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call 612-871-6330 
www.CarsForCompassion.com$75 to sponsor a 

first-time camper 

A ministry of an  
independent 
local church

CITYSERVE…
Continued from page 1

about what he could do to help and 
eventually decided to cut up the 
fallen tree branch himself that was 
blocking the neighbor’s driveway 
and remove it. 

That “putting faith into action” is 
what is behind the CityServe initia-
tive, which includes more than two 
dozen various service projects. Us-
ing an online tool called thecom-
mon.org, volunteers can register 
for projects based on their skills 
and availability, and pastors will be 
able to access the network and help 
schedule and lead teams of vol-
unteers—to serve their neighbor-
hoods and community.

The neighborhood focus across 
denominational lines is one way the 
initiative is distinctive.

“CityServe is unique because it 
focuses on your own neighbors,” 
Nelson said. “These churches 
aren’t going across town to some-
one else’s neighborhood; instead, 
they recognize that they need to 
establish a credible witness and per-
sonal relationships with people liv-
ing around them. The pastors want 

their congregations to be attentive 
to opportunities to help a neigh-
bor. Several of the home improve-
ment projects have been identifi ed 

that way.”
So how will canceling church 

services prove benefi cial? Nelson 
believes by demonstrating faith in a 

tangible way.
“Jesus did a lot of good things 

when on earth and as His disciples, 
we should do a much better job 

A CityServe volunteer pulls weeds in front of the Hillcrest Community School sign.
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doing good and serving our neigh-
bors,” he said. “The Bible tells us 
that if we have true faith in Jesus, it 
will be proven through our action. 
CityServe is about discipleship—
showing people how to put their 
faith in Jesus into reality.” 

CityServe hopes it challenges other 
churches and individuals to put aside 
their theological differences and come 
together to serve their neighbors. And, 
organizers stress, possibly expand the 
initiative to other neighborhoods.

 “The team planning CityServe 
day have really enjoyed working 
together, and that unity makes 
the Bride of Christ all the more 
attractive; so yes, we would love to 
expand CityServe to another com-
munity next year,” Nelson said.

Lydia Ly
Sales Representative

Hmong Min Professional Bldg.
225 University Ave., Suite 125
St. Paul, MN 55103

651-234-0925 direct
866-949-7642 toll free
www.wslife.com/agent/lly

Helping to ensure that the life 
you have built never has to change.

* Critical Illness Insurance does not replace the need for health insurance.
** Medical insurance products offered through companies not affi liated with Western & Southern Life.

L-833 0807           
The Western and Southern Life Insurance Company
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OUR SPEAKERS
 Dr. Rob Lindsted - President, Milk and Honey Ministries
 T.A. McMahon – Executive Director Senior Call Ministry

CONFERENCE MUSICIANS
 Jerry & Ginger Dallin – The Songmasters
 Calvary A.G. Israeli Praise and Dance Group

Midwest Hebrew Ministries 34th Annual
Bible Prophecy Conference

Saturday, September 15, 2012
8:30 AM – 4:30 PM

North Heights Lutheran Church
1700 Highway 96 W / Arden Hills, Minnesota

Addressing Prophetic Themes and End-Times Issues
Enjoy the Blessings of a Day in the Word of God!

www.midwesthebrewministry.org

Conference luncheon: A low-cost hot chicken dinner is available. To reserve a dinner, 
please send your check for $10.00 for each dinner to MIDWEST HEBREW MINISTRIES 
– P.O. Box 43953 – Minneapolis, MN 55443 by September 10th. Prepaid tickets can be 
picked up at the conference.

FREE — No 
registration fee.

 Freewill offerings 
will be taken.

By Scott Noble

CHANHASSEN — This summer, 
as many 2012 high school gradu-
ates were preparing for college in 
the fall, Jack Mundis, Nate Reinhart 
and Alex Soholt were busy putting 
together a new clothing line. Re-
inhart’s mother, who leases space 
for a Christian gift and book shop 
in Chanhassen called “Thy King-
dom Come,” asked the trio this 
past spring if they were interested 
in starting a clothing line for teens.  

“Basically what we saw is there is 
kind of a gap,” Reinhart said. “All 
the Christian clothing that we’ve 
seen either has a cross or a verse 
on it. A lot of people don’t feel 
comfortable wearing it because 
they might feel they are going to 
be judged. And so what we are try-
ing to create is something that’s 
more subtle but that people want 
to wear.”

So the teens began working on 
plans for a clothing line that would 
appeal to believers and nonbeliev-
ers alike. Right now, the line in-
cludes only men’s t-shirts, but they 
are planning to introduce a wom-
en’s line soon, as well as additional 
items in the fall, such as sweatshirts, 
crew necks and additional shirts.

Reinhart has been handling the 
design component, working with 
graphics programs to develop fash-
ionable t-shirts, while Soholt has 
been handling the marketing and 
social media aspects. [Mundis has 
been unable to contribute much 
this summer because he has been 
working at a Bible camp.]

Like most new businesses, the 
group hopes to make money. But 
that’s not the most important part 
of TKC Apparel. 

“Obviously as a business you want 
to make money,” Reinhart said, 
“… but we’re more about trying 
to spread the kingdom. We want 
people to wear our clothing, but we 
want it to actually mean something. 
If they’re a Christian, to wear it and 
to openly wear it and then maybe it 
will spark a conversation with some-
one. If we get people that aren’t 
Christians to wear it, it’s opening 
up to an entire new demographic.”

“For me,” Soholt said, “there is a 
whole new excitement when I know 
that someone who is not a Christian 
necessarily has just bought our shirt.”

Even though the guys still plan to 
attend college this fall, technology 
will allow them to continue work-

ing on the company.
“I’m going to the University of 

St. Thomas in St. Paul, so I’ll still be 
able to help out with a lot of stuff,” 
Reinhart said. “We’re going to have 
some other people doing a lot of 
the shipping. I’m doing a lot of the 
graphic work, which I can obviously 
do on my computer.”

Soholt, who plans to attend 
Wheaton College in Illinois, can 
also continue his work via the com-
puter.

“I kind of built our website and 
stuff, so I can work on that from 
there,” he said. “And I’m doing a 
lot of the marketing and trying to 
promote us, so I can do most of that 
from school.”

Attending college will, however, 
limit the amount of time they can 
contribute to TKC Apparel. Never-
theless, Reinhart and Soholt would 
be happy if the company continued 
to take off.

“It’s still in the starting stages, but 
I think both of us would agree that if 
it were to take off we would not only 
love that because we’re trying to 
spread our faith to other people but 
also I mean it’d be awesome to have 
our own business and see it grow 
and expand and maybe even have a 
store if we’re lucky,” Soholt said.

Since the fi fth grade, Reinhart 
has wanted to be a doctor—work-
ing in Pediatric Oncology. He still 
feels led to pursue that course, say-
ing, “I’ve been praying about it, 
and I still feel totally compelled to 
do that.”

Not many teenagers start busi-
nesses—and not many start them 
and enjoy success. To other teenag-
ers thinking about starting a busi-
ness, Reinhart advises them not to 
limit God.

“It might seem like it’s going to 
be a huge job and you don’t know 
if it’s going to mean anything, but 
just take the step anyway,” he said. 
“Because you don’t know what God 
has in store. His plan is so much 
bigger than what you are think-
ing, so much more extensive, that 
it’s hard to see. Just trust Him and 
pray about it. If you’re really feeling 
compelled to do it, to just take that 
leap because if it’s truly what God 
wants you to be doing, He’s going 
to be on your side for it.”

2012 high school graduates Nate Reinhart (left), Alex Soholt (right) and Jake 
Mundis (not pictured) founded TKC Apparel last spring. 

High school graduates 
develop clothing line 
with a gospel message

For more information about TKC 
Apparel, visit www.offi cialtkc.com.
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Lois Tverberg, co-author of “Sitting 
at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus.”

For more information on the 
event, visit www.gnfi .org or call 
(952) 926-7369.

Training offered for 
older adults in ministry

SAINT PAUL — Lyngblomsten 
Church Relations will sponsor the 
Senior Ministry Conference “Un-
charted Water: Engaging the Pas-
sions of a New Wave of Older Adults 
in your Ministry” on Monday, Oct. 1 
and Tuesday, Oct. 2. The event will 
be held at the Wilder Center in St. 
Paul.

Registration ranges from $20 to 
$100 depending on participants’ 
selections.

The presenter at the conference 
will be Dr. Amy Hanson, author of 
“Baby Boomers and Beyond: Tap-
ping the Ministry Talents and Pas-
sions of Adults Over 50.”

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.lyngblomsten.org/
srminconf2012, call (651) 646-2941 
or email ecook@lyngblomsten.org.

Pastor’s conference to 
feature Jim Cymbala

BLOOMINGTON — The one-
day Rediscover 2012 conference 
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 18 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Jef-
ferson High School in Blooming-
ton. The event is designed for pas-
tors, spouses and ministry leaders 
and aims to “encourage and awak-
en your leadership soul.”

The Rev. Jim Cymbala of The 
Brooklyn Tabernacle Church and 
the Rev. Daniel Henderson, presi-
dent and founder of Strategic Re-
newal and former senior pastor of 
Grace Church in Eden Prairie, will 
lead the conference.

Rediscover 2012 is sponsored by 
Prayer First, Hillside Church, One-
Cry Minnesota, Transform Minne-
sota, Pulse and other ministries.

The cost for the event is $35.
For information and to register, visit 

www.64fellowshipconferences.com.

Food and music to 
highlight single parent 
event

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social on Friday, Sept. 
21 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyte-
rian Church in Minnetonka. This 
month’s event will include a potluck 
and music by pianist Mary Kline. 
Those who attend are encouraged 
to bring a dish to share and their 
own paper products, utensils and 
beverage.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

Bethel University and 
Youth Leadership to 
host pastors’ breakfast

SAINT PAUL — Bethel Univer-
sity and Youth Leadership will host 
the event “Is Your Church Creating 
a Dynamic Faith that Sticks?” on 
Thursday, Sept. 27 from 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. The breakfast, designed 
for pastors, will be held in the East-
lund Room of the Community Life 
Center at Bethel University.

Tiger McLuen, president of 
Youth Leadership, will address the 
topic of making faith deep and dy-
namic for kids.

Registration for the event is $30 
per person and must be completed 
by Sept. 24.

For additional information or 
to register, visit www.bethel.edu/
church-ministries, email church-
ministries@bethel.edu or call (651) 
638-6301.  

Conference to focus 
on motherhood

ROCHESTER — The 2012 
Hearts at Home North Central 
Conference will be held Nov. 9 – 10 
at the Mayo Civic Center in Roch-
ester. Speakers at this year’s event 
include Michelle Duggar, star of 
the TLC reality show “19 Kids and 
Counting”; Dr. Juli Slattery, family 
psychologist at Focus on the Fam-
ily; and Marla Cilley, aka “The Fly-
Lady” and best-selling author.

More than two dozen workshops 
will be offered, including “Encour-
agement for Overworked Working 
Moms”; “Confessions of an Imper-
fect Mother”; and “Get a Grip on 
Your Finances.”

For additional information on 
the event, visit www.heartsathome.
org. 

The Truth Project is 
coming to Mounds View

MOUNDS VIEW — In associa-
tion with Focus on the Family, the 
Minnesota Family Council will host 
The Truth Project group leader 
training seminar on Saturday, Sept. 
8 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at Messiah Lutheran Church in 
Mounds View. 

The event is open to all, and 
those who want The Truth Project 
DVDs must attend.

Registration is $99 per person/
couple, and that includes the 12-les-
son DVD set.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.mfc.org or call (612) 
789-8811.

Outpost Ministries to 
sponsor healing classes

ROBBINSDALE — Outpost 
Ministries will sponsor the “Living 
Waters” class on Thursday evenings 
from Oct. 4 – April 25, 2013. The 
class is designed to help partici-
pants fi nd strength and healing. 

The mission of Outpost Minis-
tries, according to its website, is to 
“meet the needs of men and wom-
en making the decision to break 
away from gay life. We strive to deal 
with individuals as whole persons, 
not merely sexual beings. We offer 
teaching, encouragement and sup-
port to individuals, families and the 
Church.”

The “Living Waters” class re-
quires an application and interview.

For additional information, visit 
www.outpostministries.org or call 
(763) 592-4700.   

The Rev. Erwin Lutzer 
to speak at annual 
apologetics conference

EDEN PRAIRIE — Jan Markell 
and Olive Tree Ministries are pre-
senting the annual Understanding 
the Times 2012 Conference on 
Oct. 5 – 6 at Grace Church in Eden 
Prairie. 

Speakers at this year’s event in-
clude the Rev. Erwin Lutzer, former 
senior pastor of Moody Church in 
Chicago, author and theologian; 

Bill Koenig, White House corre-
spondent with “Koenig’s Interna-
tional News”; Dr. Mark Hitchcock, 
pastor and author; and Jan Markell, 
founder and director of Olive Tree 
Ministries and host of the “Under-
standing the Times” radio show.

The conference is free, and no 
registration is needed.

For additional information, call 
(763) 559-4444 or visit www.olive-
treeviews.org.  

Conference to focus on 
‘Hebraic roots of the 
scriptures’

BLOOMINGTON — Good News 
for Israel will sponsor the 2012 He-
braic Roots Conference Nov. 1 – 3 
at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
in Bloomington. 

Speakers at this year’s event in-
clude Clyde Billington, professor 
of Ancient and Medieval History 
at Northwestern College; Keith 
Johnson, founder of Biblical Foun-
dations Academy and author of “A 
Prayer to Our Father: Hebrew Ori-
gins of the Lord’s Prayer”; and Dr. 
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BIBLICAL GREEK & OLD TESTAMENT HEBREW

Twin Cities Biblical Languages Paideia
28th Year (2012-2013)

Come and learn with us at a low cost, mostly for books

To register or for a brochure, 
contact Rev. Chuck Gustafson at 

952.236.9578 
or email gustafcj@mailcity.com
www.letsreadgreek.com/msbl

Benefi ts of Greek Study
1. Knowledge of the Greek 

manuscripts on which 
the New Testament is 
based and the methods 
of scholars who work 
with them.

2. Insight on how the 
Bible came through the 
centuries to us today.

3. To make sense of the 
apparatus of the Greek 
New Testament and the 
competing texts.

4. Enhanced Bible study.
5. Increased knowledge 

of the New Testament 
world.

NOTE: as these courses are 
considered Sunday School 
classes, only a nominal fee 
is paid by the participants. 
They pay only for the books 
and helps which they keep 
for themselves. Also, $25 
is suggested for xeroxing 
costs and $1 per session is 
suggested this year, mainly 
to cover instructor travel 
costs.

(Instruction / Training)

Instructor
Rev. Charles J. Gustafson, B.A., B.D., M.A.
Chuck has taught New Testament Greek for the past 27 years at Berean 
Church in Burnsville, and more recently at other Twin City churches. He 
also taught N.T. Greek at Northwestern College. His M.A. is in Ancient 
History from the University of Minnesota and his B.D. from Bethel 
Seminary. His B.A. is in History from the University of Washington.

Associate Instructors
Louis Sorenson
B.A. Pillsbury College, 
major in Bible, minor in 
Education; B.A. U of M, 
majors in Greek, Linguistics, 
and Near Eastern Studies

David Reynolds
B.A. New Testament 
Studies, minor in N.T. 
Greek, Post B.A. classes 
at Macalaster College, 
St. Paul

Chris Bunnell
Years of experience in N.T. 
Greek and O.T. Hebrew, 
Master Certifi cate of 
Christian Studies at 
Masters level

Chawna Schroeder
Author; 10 years Greek, 
7 years Hebrew

Sundays beginning Sept. 9 (okay to join thru week of Sept. 16)
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 205
8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.  Beginning Hebrew
9:50 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Advanced Hebrew / Book of Samuel
11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Beginning Greek
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts 

using Culy & Parsons resource

Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 108
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Conversational Beginning Greek (similar to 

Rosetta Stone) ~ Louis@LetsReadGreek.com

Brookdale Covenant, North Minneapolis — Rm TBA
2:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Beginning Hebrew
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Intermediate Hebrew
5:45 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

David Reynold's Home
7:00 p.m. Beginning Greek

Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 12
Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

Thursdays beginning Sept. 13
Wooddale Church of Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts 

using Culy & Parsons resource
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Ecclesiastical Latin

Wednesdays, beginning Oct. 3
Beth Immanuel, Hudson, WI 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Biblical Hebrew from the Beginning: An 

Organic Approach (similar to Rosetta Stone) 

Rich Bosshardt
M.A. New Testament, Luther 
Seminary, Graduate courses, 
Bethel Seminary, Self-taught Greek 
and Latin, B.S. Civil Engineering, 
University of Minnesota

*The schedule is 
subject to change

(Call 612–396–9986 
for info on any of 
these three classes)

Aaron Eby
Author of "Getting Started in 
Hebrew" and has been teaching 
Hebrew for 11 years

Abby Johnson to speak 
at annual pro-life 
banquet

MINNEAPOLIS — Former 
Planned Parenthood Director Abby 
Johnson will speak at the 39th Annu-
al Fundraising Banquet and Silent 
Auction for New Life Family Ser-
vices on Friday, Oct. 5. The event 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the Hyatt 
Regency Minneapolis.

Offi cials say at the event they will 
“unveil our new vision and plan to 
double the number of lives saved 
through our pregnancy centers.”

For more information, visit www.
nlfs.org.   

FaithSearch to hold fi rst 
annual golf tournament

CHASKA — FaithSearch Inter-
national will hold the fi rst annual 
Explore the Evidence Invitational 
Golf Classic on Monday, Sept. 10 
at Dahlgreen Golf Club in Chaska. 
Proceeds from the tournament will 
go toward funding additional out-
reach programs at the organiza-
tion.

Registration is $65 per person 
and includes dinner, golf and a 
cart.

For more information on the 
golf classic and to register, visit 
www.faithsearch.org or call (952) 
401-4501. 

SALT to host fall 
training day

RICHFIELD — The Somali Adult 
Literacy Training (SALT) program 
will host Joy Loewen for its annual 
SALT Fall Training day on Satur-
day, Sept. 22. Loewen was born in 

Yemen and served as a missionary 
in Pakistan for 10 years. 

“In a personal and practical 
way, Joy shares stories from her 
own experiences and insights 
regarding befriending Muslim 
women,” read an announcement 
from SALT. “This training is pri-
marily geared for current SALT 
volunteers. However, anyone with 
a desire to ‘Share Jesus with our 
Somali neighbors through literacy 
and friendship’ is encouraged to 
participate.”

For additional information, visit 
World Relief Minnesota’s website 
at www.worldreliefmn.org or “like” 
SALT on Facebook to receive up-
dates.

Artists group to hold 
creative arts event

HOPKINS — Great Commission 
Artists (GCA) will host “Psalms: a 
Christian Art Exhibit and Creative 
Arts Celebration” on Saturday, 
Sept. 15 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. at the Hopkins Center for the 
Arts. 

The event is free and open to the 
public. 

GCA is a “network of Christians 
dedicated to leading people to 
Christ through the visual arts.”

For more information on the 
event or to submit a piece of art, 
visit www.greatcommissionartists.
com. All levels of experience and 
media are welcome.

Andrew Peterson to 
perform at Bethlehem

MINNEAPOLIS — Singer and 
songwriter Andrew Peterson will 
perform at Bethlehem College and 

Seminary on Thursday, Sept. 27 at 
7:00 p.m.

The concert will feature a full 
band with Ben Shive and Andy 
Gullahorn. Caleb will be the open-
ing act.

General admission tickets are 
available by visiting www.bcsmn.org 
or www.hopeingod.org. 

Replica tabernacle on 
display through Oct. 15

HUDSON, WISC. — A life-sized 
replica of an Old Testament tab-
ernacle will be on display through 
Oct. 15 at the Teens for Christ 
Ministry Center in Hudson, Wisc. 
Guided tours are offered weekdays, 
and weekend tours are by appoint-
ment only.

The replica took three years to 
construct. The tabernacle court-
yard is 75 feet by 150 feet, and the 
fence surrounding the courtyard is 
7.5 feet high and nearly 4,000 feet 
long.  

For more information on the tab-
ernacle or to arrange an appoint-
ment, visit www.teens4christ.com, 
email tabernacle@teens4christ.
com or call (715) 386-2549.

New Bible institute 
aims to train next 
generation of leaders

BROOKLYN CENTER — A 
new two-year nontraditional Bible 
college program will soon offer 
courses in the Twin Cities. New 
Harvest Bible Institute currently of-
fers seven program concentrations: 
children’s ministry, youth minis-
try, Christian counseling ministry, 
church administration and leader-
ship, missions and evangelism, Bi-
ble teaching ministry and pastoral 
ministry.

The focus of the new program, 
according to a news release, is to 
“equip its students with high qual-
ity training in Bible, theology and 
Christian leadership and to provide 
the opportunity where students can 
receive practical hands-on ministry 
experience that would help them 
engage in the day-to-day work of 
the local church or other para-
church related vocations around 
the world.” 

Application forms are now avail-
able; classes begin Sept. 24.

For additional information in-
cluding applications, write to the 
following: The Registrar, New Har-
vest Bible Institute, P.O. Box 29879, 
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429.

Grace Church to host 
event for business 
owners

EDEN PRAIRIE — Grace Church 
will be the site for the Connection 
Summit, a Christian-based event for 
business owners, which will be held 
on Tuesday, Sept. 18 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 8:45 p.m. 

According to the event descrip-

tion, those in attendance will “con-
nect with other kingdom-minded 
believers in the Twin Cities.”

For more information, visit www.
minnesotasmallbusiness.com/con-
nection-summit-event-for-minneso-
ta-business-owners.

Women’s conference to 
focus on being refi ned

BLOOMINGTON — Keeping It 
Personal (KIP) will host the two-day 
The Refi ne Conference for Women 
on Sept. 21 – 22 at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton in Bloomington.

The event will offer workshops 
on professional growth, relation-
ships, health and wellness and oth-
er topics.

Comedian Kerri Pomarolli will 
perform on Friday night, and Ayie-
sha Woods will perform on Satur-
day night.

Terri Johnson, director of KIP, 
said in an announcement: “Our 
desire is for women to walk away 
from these two days feeling re-
newed and encouraged, no matter 
where they may be on life’s journey. 
We assembled the tools, resources 
and community so attendees can 
refi ne their knowledge and net-
work, thereby empowering them 
to purposefully move their life 
forward.”

Registration ranges from $199 to 
$299.

For additional information in-
cluding registration, visit www.
therefi neconference.com.  

TCAMP to host event 
on urban missions

EDEN PRAIRIE — Wooddale 
Church in Eden Prairie will be 

Andrew Peterson will appear Sept. 27 
at Bethlehem College and Seminary.
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the site for the next Twin Cit-
ies Area Mission Professionals 
(TCAMP) event on Thursday, 
Sept. 13 starting at noon. Titled 
“God’s Global Urban Mission: 
Missions in the World’s Grow-
ing Mega Cities,” the 90-minute 
event will focus on local congre-
gations that are planting church-
es around the world. 

TCAMP is a network of pastors, 
fi eld workers, volunteers and oth-
ers who have an interest in cross-
cultural ministry. Meetings are free, 
and those who attend are encour-
aged to bring a brown bag lunch. 
Desserts and beverages are provid-
ed.

For more information on 
TCAMP and its next event, visit 
www.transformmn.org/tcamp, 
email tcamp@transformmn.org or 
call (612) 243-2941.

 

Organization to offer 
cover-to-cover Bible 
studies

MINNETONKA — Village 
Schools of the Bible will offer 12-
week cover-to-cover Bible studies 
at various locations across the Twin 
Cities starting this month. Term 1, 
“Old Testament Law and History,” 
will be offered at Hillside Church 
in Bloomington and Woodridge 
Church in Medina starting in early 
to mid September. This term focus-
es on the history of the nation of 
Israel from creation until the time 
of Jesus.

Term 3, “New Testament,” will be 
held at Berean Baptist Church in 
Burnsville, First Free Church in Ma-
plewood and Edinbrook Church in 
Brooklyn Park also beginning in 
September. This term will focus on 
the life of Jesus.

Registration is $90 per person or 
$150 per couple per term.

For more information, visit www.
villageschoolsofthebible.org, email 
contact@villageschoolsofthebible.
org or call (952) 540-9460.

‘Art of Marriage’ event 
coming to Twin Cities

TWIN CITIES — The Twin 
Cities Marriage Initiative will of-
fer the opportunity to host “The 
Art of Marriage” event at local 
churches Sept. 28 – 29. The six-
video set is designed for church-

es and community settings and 
lays out “God’s design for mar-
riage in a fresh, engaging way,” 
according to an announcement 
from the group. 

The event was released by Family 
Life in 2011 and has been attended 
by more than 175,000 people.

For additional information and 
to receive a free “Art of Marriage” 
kit, email garyborgendale@salemtc.
com or call (651) 289-4412. 

CCDA national 
conference coming 
to state

MINNEAPOLIS — The Chris-
tian Community Development 
Association (CCDA) 2012 nation-
al conference will be held Sept. 
26 – 29 at the Hilton Minneapo-
lis. This year’s conference theme 
is “Reconcile.”

Speakers include Tony Campolo, 
professor emeritus of Sociology at 
Eastern University in Pennsylva-
nia; Noel Castellanos, CEO of the 
CCDA; Shane Claiborne, author of 
“Jesus for President”; Curtiss Paul 
DeYoung, professor of Reconcili-
ation Studies at Bethel University; 
Eric Iverson, director of abutment 
at Real Resources; and numerous 
others.   

For additional information on 
the conference including registra-
tion, visit www.ccda.org.

Bible Prophecy 
Conference in 
its 34th year

ARDEN HILLS — Midwest He-
brew Ministries is hosting their 34th 
annual prophecy conference on 
Saturday, Sept. 15, at North Heights 
Lutheran Church. The event will 
feature Dr. Rob Lindsted, president 
of Milk and Honey Ministries, and 
T.A. McMahon, executive director 
of Senior Call Ministry.

Music will be presented by The 
Songmasters, Jerry & Ginger Dal-
lin, along with the Calvary A.G. Is-
raeli Praise and Dance Group.

There is no cost to attend the 
conference, which will run from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., but an op-
tional $10 lunch may be ordered in 
advance. Freewill offerings will be 
taken.

For more information, visit www.
midwesthebrewministries.org.



12 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • September 2012 www.christianexaminer.com

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

zata Evangelical Free Church, 705 County 
Rd 101, Plymouth • (763) 550-1962

SEP 21 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship, 
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

SEP 21-22 • FRI-SAT
The Refi ne Conference for Women. 
Fri 1:30-9:30pm & Sat 7am-10pm, 
DoubleTree by Hilton, 7800 Normandale 
Blvd., Bloomington, $199-299 • (952) 
835-7800

Journey of the Heart, with Julie Woodley. 
Fri 6-9pm & Sat 9am-5pm, Maranatha 
Church, 24799 Forest Blvd., Forest Lake, 
$25 • (651) 216-2439

SEP 22 • SATURDAY
Minister David Hurst & Friends, CD Re-
lease Party. 6pm, Church of Minneapolis, 
316 4th Ave SE, Minneapolis, $20 • 
(763) 438-0017

SEP 26-29 • WED-SAT
The CCDA 2012 National Conference, 
with Toy Campolo, Noel Castellanos, 
Shane Claiborne & more. Hilton Min-
neapolis • ccda.org

SEP 27 • THURSDAY
Osseo Community Prayer Breakfast. 
7-8:30am, Osseo American Legion, 
260 4th Ave. SE, Osseo, $15 • (763) 
234-7587

“Is Your Church Creating Dynamic Faith 
that Sticks?” with Tiger McLuen. 8-10am, 
Eastlund Room, Community Lie Center, 
Bethel University, St. Paul, $20 • (651) 
638-6301

MN Aspergers/HFA, youth 9-16. 6:30pm, 
Riverview Church, St. Paul • (651) 
552-7381

SEP 28-29 • FRI-SAT
The Ar t of Marriage. Various Local 
Churches Hosted by The Twin Cities 
Marriage Initiative • (651) 289-4412

SEP 28-30 • FRI-SUN
Come to Me Upper Midwest Retreat. 
Lake Geneva Christian Center, Alexandria 
• (651) 645-7855, momsinprayer.org/
cometome

SEP 29 • SATURDAY
Prayer Workshop: Using God’s Word 
to Set People Free, with David Smith 
& Betsy Lee. 9-11:30am, St. Mary’s 
University, Minnetonka Campus, 12450 
Wayzata Blvd., Minnetonka, $20/person 
• (952) 942-9016

SEP 30 • SUNDAY
Walking for a Sole Purpose, the 3rd 
Annual Walkathon. 12:30-4pm, French 
Regional Park, 12605 Rockford Rd., 
Plymouth • (763) 228-9116, solecare-
forsouls.org

Blackwood brothers Quartet, in concert. 
3pm, Park Plaza Hotel, 4460 W 78th 
St., Circle Bloomington, free • (952) 
431-1949

‘We Can Do Something About Bullying,’ 
with Phyl Burger. 4-5:30pm, Messiah 
United Methodist Church, 17805 County 
Rd., Plymouth, free • (763) 473-6968

OCT 1-2 • MON-TUE
Senior Ministry Conference, “Uncharted 
Waters,” with Amy Hanson, M.D.. Wilder 
Center, St. Paul, $20-100. By Lyngblom-
sten Church Relations • (651) 632-5360, 
lyngblomsten.org/srminconf2012

THRU OCT 15
Life-sized replica of an Old Testament 
Tabernacle, on display. Teens for Christ 
Ministry Center, Hudson, WI • (715) 
386-2549, teens4christ.com

  SEP 1 • SATURDAY
Power of Prayer 5K Run/Walk. 9am, 
Lake Phalem Pavilion, St. Paul, $25 • 
(651) 247-7395

SEP 5 • WEDNESDAY
Alpha Course begins. 6pm, Cedar Valley, 
8600 Bloomington Ave. S, Bloomington 
• (952) 883-1533

SEP 6 • THURSDAY
The Refuge Groups. Thursdays 6-9pm, 
Woodland Hills Church, 1740 Van Dyke 
St., St. Paul • (651) 287-2065

SEP 7 • FRIDAY
Tabernacle of David Lecture Series 

presents Micha’el Eliyahu BenDavid, 
singer/musician/teacher, 7:15pm, 
meeting at  International Outreach 
Church, 1512 Woodhill Rd., Burnsville 
• (612) 619-1418

SEP 7-8 • FRI-SAT
Women’s Abuse Ministry training, with 
Rev. JoAnne Crosby. Fri 6-9pm or Sat 
9am-12pm, Riverdale Church, 3210 
Bunker Lake Blvd., Andover. Presented by 
Hiding Hurting Healing • (763) 242-9181

SEP 8 • SATURDAY
The Truth Project. 8:30am-12:30pm, 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Mounds View, 
$99/person/couple • (612) 789-8811

Fall Festival. 4-10pm, Holy Name of 
Jesus Catholic Community, 155 County 
Rd 24, Wayzata, free • (763) 473-7901

Mercy International Mission Fundraising 
Dinner Banquet to benefi t the Village of 
Hope Nigeria, with Keith Johnson. 4:30-
8:30pm, Holiday Inn St. Paul, 2201 Burns 
Ave., St. Paul, free • (612) 251-4499, 
mercyim.org

Christian Songwriters Open Stage. 7pm, 
Dreamcoat Coffee. Dreamcoat Coffee, 
6060 50th St. N, Oakdale, free • (651) 
779-7746

SEP 9 • SUNDAY
Christian Songwriters Meeting & Work-
shop, with Chad Shank. 2pm, Christ 
Lutheran Church, 105 W University Ave., 
St. Paul • (763) 210-5875

Kickoff Sunday Picnic. 12-3pm, King of 
Grace Lutheran, 6000 Duluth St., Golden 
Valley • kog-els.org

iPledge Sunday, A Call to Faith, Fam-
ily and Freedom, national webinar in 
churches nationwide, 6pm, featuring Rick 
Santorum and Bishop Harry Jackson. By 
Family Research Council and American 
Family Association • ipledgesunday.org

SEP 10 • MONDAY
1st Annual Explore the Evidence Invi-
tational Gold Classic. Dahlgreen Golf 
Club, Chaska. Hosted by FaithSearch 
International, $65 • faithsearch.org, 
(952) 401-4501

Hiding Hurting Healing Women’s Pro-
gram. 6:30pm, Riverdale Church, 3210 
Bunker Lake Blvd., Andover • (763) 
242-9181

SEP 13 • THURSDAY
A Seniors Unleashed program. 11am, 
Edinbrook Church, 4300 Edinbrook Pkwy 
N, Brooklyn Park • (763) 424-7744

Lamplighter’s Small Group Leaders Train-
ing, 11:45am-1pm • 1-800-507-9516, 
lamplightersusa.org

Twin Cities Area Mission Professionals 
event, “God’s Global Urban Mission: 
Missions in the World’s growing Mega 
Cities.” 12pm, Wooddale Church, Eden 
Prairie • (612) 243-2941, transformmn.
org/tcamp

Hiding Hurting Healing Women’s Pro-
gram. 6:30pm, Shiloh Temple Church, 
1201 W Broadway Ave., Minneapolis • 
(763) 242-9181

MN Aspergers/HFA, youth 9-16. 6:30pm, 
Riverview Church, St. Paul • (651) 
552-7381

SEP 14 • FRIDAY
Gospel Art Exhibit, “Testimony” Opening 
Reception. 6:30-8:30pm, The Oakridge 
Gallery, Oakridge Community Church, 
610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • (651) 
439-4882, agapearts.net

DBSA (Depression Bipolar Support Alli-
ance) Chapter. 7pm, Woodbury Lutheran 
Church, Woodbury • dbsalliance.org

SEP 14-15 • FRI-SAT
Healing in the Glory Conference, with 
Katie Souza. Normandale Community 
College, 9700 France Ave. S, Blooming-
ton, $25 • (612) 327-7740

SEP 15 • SATURDAY
Midwest Hebrew Ministries 34th annual 
Bible Prophecy Conference, featuring Rob 
Linsted and T.A. McMahon, 8:30am-
4:30pm, North Heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills. Free ($10 
lunch option) • midwesthebrewministry.org

‘Psalms:’ a Christian Ar t Exhibit & 
Creative Art Celebration. 10am-6pm, 
Hopkins Center for the Arts, Main Level 
Foyer, 1111 Main Street, Hopkins • 
greatcommissionartists.com

Ernie Haase & Signature Sound, 7pm, 
Destiny Christian Church, 12119 16th 
Ave. S., Burnsville. $12-$25 • trinity-
communications.org, (260) 484-1029

SEP 16 • SUNDAY
Celebration honoring Ms. Wheelchair 
USA, Tasha Schuh. 4pm, Abundant Life 
Church, 896 State Rd. 65, River Falls, 
WI, free • (715) 425-9564

SEP 18 • TUESDAY
  Connection Summit. 5:30-8:45pm, 
Grace Church, Eden Prairie • minneso-
tasmallbusiness.com

MOCHA (Mothers of Children with Hin-
dered Abilities) meeting. 7-8:30pm, Way-

Lyngblomsten Senior Ministry Confer-
ence. Mon 5:45-8pm & Tue 9am-4pm, 
The Wilder Center, 451 Lexington 
Parkway N, St. Paul • (651) 632-5360, 
lyngblomsten.org/srminconf2012

OCT 5 • FRIDAY
39th Annual Banquet & Silent Auction 
for New Life Family Services, with Abby 
Johnson. 6pm, Hyatt Regency Minneapo-
lis, 1300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis • 
(612) 866-7643 x141, nlfs.org

OCT 5-6 • FRI-SAT
Understanding the Times 2012 Confer-
ence, with Bill Koenig, Dr. Erwin W. 
Lutzer, Dr. Mark Hitchcock & more. Fri 
7-9:30pm & Sat 9am-4pm, Grace Church, 
Eden Prairie, free • (763) 559-4444, 
olivetreeviews.org

Buddy Greene, in concert. 7pm, Galilee 
Baptist Church, 10101 Lexington Ave. 
N, Circle Pines, $15 • (763) 784-1760

OCT 10 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighter’s Small Group Leaders Train-
ing, 11:45am-1pm • 1-800-507-9516, 
lamplightersusa.org

OCT 11 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Church Fa-
cility Expo.” Grace Church, 9301 Eden 
Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie • macfm.org

OCT 12-13 • FRI-SAT
Ignite Conference, with Matt Brown, 
Shane & Shane, Tru Serva and more. 
Fri 7-9pm & Sat 8:30am-9pm, North 
Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills 
Campus, 1700 W Hwy 96, Arden Hills, 
$45 • (612) 217-4108

OCT 15 • MONDAY
MCCL Fall Tour. 7pm,Central Square 
Community Center, 100 Seventh Ave. 
N, S St. Paul, free • (612) 825-6831

TCCSA, Dave & Mary Jo Nutting of Alpha 
Omega Institute. 7:30pm, Northwestern 
College, Nazareth Hall Chapel, 3003 N 
Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

OCT 18 • THURSDAY
ReDiscover 2012, with Jim Cymbala & 
Daniel Henderson. 8:30am-3:30pm, 
Bloomington Jefferson High School, 
4001 W 102nd St., Bloomington, $35 
• 64fellowshipconferences.com

OCT 26-28 • FRI-SUN
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat weekend, for 
those suffering emotionally from past 
abortion decisions. $150 • (651) 206-
8926, rvineyard@nationalrd.com

NOV 10 • SATURDAY
7th annual Christian Community Fair, 
10am-7pm, Minneapolis Convention 
Center. More than 200 exhibitors, pet-
ting zoo, infl atables, concerts, and more. 
Free • christianfair.com

FEB 10-20, 2013 
The Gospel According to St. Mark, An En-
core Tour of Israel, with Tom Stolz • (952) 
474-0903, goldeneagletravelgroup.com

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the 
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig 
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie 
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778, 
christiancruises.com

FEB 28-MAR 30
A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land, 
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903, 
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

Tabernacle of David Lecture Series
Presents 

Singer/Musician/Teacher
Micha’el Eliyahu BenDavid

For info send email to tabernacleofdavidministries@gmail.com
or call Jesse at 612-619-1418

Friday, Sept. 7th

Meeting at International Outreach Church
1512 Woodhill Road, Burnsville

A fundraising dinner and silent auction to benefit Mercy International Mission, USA

Holiday Inn, 2201 Burns Avenue, St. Paul

Register online at www.mercyim.org
The site also has a brief report and pictures from the work already underway.

Featuring dynamic speaker 
Keith Johnson earned his 
M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School and spent more 
than two decades in full-time 
ministry. He is the former 
Chaplain for the Minnesota 
Vikings and he served the 
international community of 

athletes at the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta. There is no charge for the dinner, but donations will be accepted

For information, call 612.812.8623 or 612.251.4499

Listen Sundays
6am-8am

SEP 7 • FRIDAY (cont.)

SEP 9 • SUNDAY (cont.) SEP 18 • TUESDAY (cont.) OCT 1-2 • MON-TUE (cont.)

Crowne Pointe Church
Invites you to join us for a great gospel concert with

The Blackwood Brothers Quartet

at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington

Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor
A freewill offering will be taken

Please call or email for free tickets or more information
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 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Multiple regions California
❑ Minneapolis, MN   ❑  San Diego Co.

❑ Seattle/Tacoma, WA ❑  Inland Empire

On-line ❑  Orange Co. 

❑  Internet ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like a “hotlink” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens 
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug 
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information 
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our 
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

For complete up-to-date job, internship and volunteer 
opportunities, visit www.mntc.org

Program Staff 
 Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop 
mentoring relationships with residents in our residential program. A good driving record 
is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men 
& Women's Programs. FT & PT openings in the Long Term Men's Program.

Social Media Intern 
College junior or senior needed to fill the role of updating all social media (facebook, twit-
ter) and most importantly the MnTC website. Excellent written communication skills, able 
to multi-task, and ability to take on a large website while still being innovative is neces-
sary in this role. This position also includes coordinating the vehicle donation program. 
30+ hours per week (open to splitting this in to 2 intern positions), flexible schedule & 
competititve internship wages.

Know the Truth High School Presenter 
Temporary 9-month position. Articulate individuals with excellent presentation skills & 
ability to relate to high school students needed to assist the drug and alcohol prevention 
program by presenting their own story of past addiction to groups throughout the twin 
cities metro area schools. Teen Challenge graduates are encouraged to apply. Two posi-
tions available; FT, $10/hr

ROOMS   FOR RENT COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

For Appt:  (651) 528-7550

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Architect’s 96-page sketchbook of 30+ National 
Parks, $12.95, includes S/H. 737 Dwight Way, 
Berkeley, CA 94710.

   APARTMENTS FOR RENT
  Apartment for rent. One bedroom, large living 
room, dining area, kitchen, bath. $600 -all utilities 
included. No phone or laundry. Off street parking. 
No smoking, drinking, or pets. Bloomington, MN. 
References required. Available immediately. (612) 
356-4306. Vickie. 

Tiny 3rd fl oor furnished studio apartment in Chris-
tian home on Lake Minnetonka in Excelsior. Private 
entrance. $300 includes utilities. (952) 474-5613.

AUTOMOBILE
Factory Fords. Car-Truck buying. Why pay more? 
Kenray (651) 554-7074.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      Christian values income opportunity. High Tech 
Manufacturer offers unique opportunity for Christian 
families home based business. Call 1-800-667-
9851 for recorded message and information, 
or leave contact info at www.ecobusiness.com/
vicvee/Christian.

Looking for Christian business partners and cus-
tomers, great service package. Partners will be 
independent business owners in a dynamic growing 
company. Call Bev (763) 205-5542, JMGnetworth.
com/beverly

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

HELP WANTED
       Wanted: Food Services Director for a large Christian 
Camp and Conference Center.  Position is responsible 
for ordering, preparing, and staffi ng the FSD at a year 
round camp. Candidates need to be organized, hard 
working, and team oriented. Competitive salary and 
benefi ts package including housing, insurance and 
retirement benefi ts. Minimum 3 years food service 
experience and ServSafe certifi cation. For more info 
send resume to Lake Geneva Christian Center 605 
Birch Ave. Alexandria, MN 56308.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Lakeshore home on beautiful Prior Lake. A quiet 
retreat. Rent is $1,700 plus utilities. Home is 
nicely furnished with quality furniture. Christian, 
nonsmoker(s). No pets. Three bedrooms, two bath-
rooms, offi ce, living room, kitchen with large pantry, 
dining room, attached one car garage. Completely 
fi nished lower level with laundry, recreation room, 
and walk-out to the lake. Large, beautiful, level 
yard with sandy beach and sunsets! Use of docks 
included. Unfurnished optional. Christian landlord. 
Call (952) 445-2544.

Circle Pines. 4 bedroom, CA, patio, storage shed. 
No pets. Available 10/1. $1,150/mo. Call (763) 
370-7168, gary-two@hotmail.com.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
  Would you like to Evangelize: Could you use some 
training? Join us as we reach out to the Twin Cities. 
(612) 202-0842. Street Ambassadors for Jesus 
Christ. pga100@msn.com.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
  Worship Leader Available: Ralph Hepola, piano & 
vocals: (612) 803-8914.

REAL ESTATE
Apartments for sale: Alpine Court is a 26 unit 
cooperative in Eagan with three apartments for 
sale ranging in size from 960 to 1,160 sq. ft. 
Most of the owners are or have been in Christian 
ministry. If interested, contact Mike Spicer, Realtor, 
at (612) 272-6682.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
B  loomington room for rent. Furnished, on bus 
line, 90th & Nicollet. $350. (952) 948-0735, 
(612) 483-3718.

                                  We are looking for a 3rd Christian female roommate 
to rent a sizeable bedroom in Golden Valley. Rent is 
$460 with utilities.  Garaged parking is an option. 
Room available immediately. Call (612) 801-0527.

Crystal. Christian male to share my home. Laundry, 
kitchen privileges. No drinking, no drugs, no pets. 
$450 + deposit, all utilities included. Available im-
mediately. Please call (763) 370-7168, gary-two@
hotmail.com.

M    ature, responsible female roommate wanted to 
share home with elderly woman near Excelsior and 
Chanhassen. Private upper half-story bedroom with 
cable TV, internet plus shared garage, laundry. I 
need help to prepare dinner a few nights a week and 
occasional driving of wheelchair-equipped van. Rent 
$375. Please email momknitter987@gmail.com.

Coon Rapids. Desire male roommates under 35 
years old. Ken (763) 717-2360.

Savage, room for rent. Single Christian female, $500 
includes basic utilities. Call Pamela (952) 239-2746.

Christian N/S male to rent lower level of my home 
in Crystal. Private bath. $550, utilities included. 
Available 9/1/12. Call Steve at (763) 933-9206, 
sklinkhamer2@mail.com

SERVICES 
P      lumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

B    arnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofi ng/
siding/gutters! GAF certifi ed installers, licensed and 
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call 
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

Interior/Exterior painting: Quality job at a rea-
sonable price. Ten years experience. Mark, (763) 
744-8331.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

T  he Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.
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▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — When Jonathan 
Butler was just a child—seven or eight 
years old—a local talent show in his 
home country of South Africa came 
one day to pick him up. 

“They drove me from Cape Town 
in the middle of the night to Durban, 
which was to me just so far,” he recalled. 
“I remember waking up and hearing 
English speaking people. I had grown 
up speaking Afrikaans in my parents’ 
home. What a shock that was for me. 
And not only a shock—how scary it was 
to be away from my parents.”

Music and talent shows were noth-
ing new to this family of 12 children. 
Different members of the family were 
involved with various sorts of music, 
and Butler “became part of the chain 
of music” early on.

He had won some talent shows, and 
that gave him the opportunity to travel 
and make money for his family.

Eventually, he was “discovered” by 
two music producers when he was 12 
years old, and that resulted in his fi rst 
signed deal—in London, England. 

“My fi rst record, I think it was Aug. 
1, 1974,” he said. “That song, ‘Please 
stay,’ went to number two on the pop 
charts. I then learned I was the fi rst 
black artist played on white radio 
stations back then. That was huge to 
me. It was such a dream come true to 
be played on radio, to hear myself on 
radio and of course the popularity was 
extended beyond just black people …”

While in the United Kingdom, But-
ler had the opportunity to write songs 
for such musical powerhouses as Tom 
Jones, George Benson, the Pointer 
Sister and Al Jarreau. 

But his life changed back when he 
was in South Africa. When Butler was 
19 years old, he met his wife, whose 
brother ultimately took the time to 
talk with him and eventually lead him 
to Christ.

But Butler’s entrance into Gospel 
music was still some years away. He is 
a popular jazz and R&B artist, and he 
stills enjoys playing in those genres.

Regarding Gospel music, Butler said: 
“I waited a long time. I can’t stress more 
the importance that people understand 
that I’m not really just doing Gospel 
music because I just like it. I really 
believe this is God’s plan and purpose 
for my life. That I’m totally surrendered 
to God, [in] every way He [chooses] 
to want to use me—be it in jazz, be it 
in Gospel …”

His new Gospel CD, titled “Grace 
and Mercy” is a collection of songs that 
were borne out of personal experience. 
In the last several years, Butler has 
lost his mother, best friend and went 
through a cancer battle with his wife, 
who has survived.

“We’ve experienced God’s grace 
through my wife beating cancer, 
being healed from cancer,” he said. 
“During the process of my mother 
dying and my best friend dying and 
during the times when in the indus-
try we’re all faced with different un-

New CD from Jonathan Butler 
borne out of personal experience 

certainties and setbacks in terms of 
where do we go from here.”

During the diffi cult years, Butler 
said that learning to trust the Lord 
with all his heart became real and 
personal to him.

In one of the tracks on the new 
CD, “I Stand on Your Word,” But-
ler said the song is “really me cry-
ing out to God. I have nothing else. 
During the times with my kids or 
my marriage or my career, I have 
nothing else, no one else to hold 
on to but [God].” 

Butler’s favorite song on the CD, 
however, is one he wrote several 
years ago, titled “Lay My Head on 
You.” Butler said: “It speaks to me 
because it’s simple; it’s got a great 
groove about it. It just really speaks 
to me about ‘Lord, can I lay my 
head on You?’”

 As with all artists and those who 
travel a lot, it can be diffi cult to at-
tend church regularly or stay con-
nected with your faith. 

“I am very close to my pastor, and 
I think accountability keeps me in 
check and allows me to wake up in 
the morning, know that I can call 
him and he’ll say, ‘OK, let’s study 
this,’” Butler said. “We don’t get 
to go to church much when you’re 
on the road. When I’m not home, 
I feel like God’s allowing me to 
minister on the platform that He 
has given to me. Coming back, 
it’s important to be fi lled with the 
Holy Spirit, be fi lled with the Word 
and having that accountability that 
keeps me focused.”

In addition to music, Butler also 
hosts a safari in South Africa, some-
thing he’s passionate about.

“It’s our second year out,” he said. 
“We already have people signed on 
for next year. So I’m very passion-
ate about that experience because 
it’s such a glorious … it’s spiritual, 
it’s emotional, it’s everything. The 
safari really gives me opportunity 
to take 45 people from around the 
world and show them my country.”  

South Africa-born Jonathan Butler was 
performing in talent shows before he 
turned nine, and he signed his fi rst 
record contract at age 12 in London. 
A popular jazz and R&B artist, he 
has recorded a new CD, “Grace and 
Mercy.”

You can purchase Jonathan But-
ler’s new CD “Grace and Mercy” at 
LifeWay Christian stores or online.

For more information about Butler, 
visit www.jonathanbutler.com. 
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“Telling the Gospel Through Story” 
can be purchased at LifeWay Chris-
tian Stores or online. 

By Scott Noble

“Telling the Gospel Through 
Story: Evangelism That Keeps 
Hearers Wanting More”
By Christine Dillon
IVP Books, © 2012, 224 pages

In the Introduction to “Telling 
the Gospel Through Story,” author 
Christine Dillon recounts an epi-
sode that took place in the Philip-
pines. While she was vacationing, 
she met a family and began a con-
versation with them, which eventu-
ally tracked toward spiritual things.

The father, Steve, remarked, “I’ve 
talked to numerous religious lead-
ers, but they’ve never been able to 
answer my questions satisfactorily.”

That challenge caused Dillon 
to begin to tell the gospel, from 
creation to Jesus, in story format. 
By the end of the story, the man 
remarked that when he got home 
he was going to fi nd a Bible study 
to continue learning more about 
Christianity and had wondered why 
the religious leaders in his life had 
never told such relevant stories.

The incident serves as the foun-
dation for the thesis of “Telling the 
Gospel Through Story” and sets the 
stage for the rest of the book, which 
is divided into fi ve parts.

Dillon, an OMF missionary from 
Australia who is serving as a church 
planter in Taiwan, has also written 
“1-2-1 Discipleship: Helping One 
Another Grow Spiritually.”

Each part of the book builds off 
the previous one and helps equip 
readers to prepare and use story to 
further the gospel. The fi ve parts 

The gospel as story is an effective evangelism tool

are: “Foundations,” “Preparing 
a Basic Story Set,” “Sow and Tell: 
Getting Out and Using Storying,” 
“Pass It On: Training Others” and 
“Adapting for Specifi c Contexts.”

Dillon writes that using story to 
teach the Bible is not new; “it’s as 
old as the Bible itself. However, 
since the 1980s there has been re-
newed emphasis on using Bible sto-
ries as a teaching tool with adults.”

The chapters are fi lled with nu-
merous personal and biblical ex-
amples of storytelling, and each 
chapter concludes with a refl ection 
that helps to apply the information 
discussed.

One of the unique characteristics 
of “Telling the Gospel Through Sto-
ry” is that it includes practical sug-
gestions, while at the same time not 
reading like a teaching manual. By 
the end, readers will have a much 
better understanding of how story-

telling works and will have learned 
ways to adopt it in various contexts.

Storytelling has also become more 
popular in the general culture as 
postmodern thought has become 
more prevalent. Postmodernism, un-
like modernity that preceded it, is 
partially defi ned by narrative and how 
each person has a unique story to tell. 
Postmodernism tends to downplay facts 
and highlight the power of individual 
narrative.

Dillon writes: “Story can change 
worldview even when we see people 
only sporadically. A story is considerably 
easier to remember than a conversation 
about abstract concepts.”

She’s correct, of course. Try to 
remember a conversation you had 
with someone about some philo-
sophical idea and compare that to 
the conversation you had with a 
person who told you how he over-
came his addiction to alcohol. Story 
is far more likely to be remembered 
and oftentimes far more powerful 
in that it can cause behavior and at-

titude changes.
The book concludes with Part 

Five, “Adapting for Specifi c Con-
texts,” and this section provides a 
variety of examples and suggestions 
for using storytelling in many dif-
ferent situations, including with 
those of other faiths, gender-spe-
cifi c situations, Christian contexts, 
theological education and several 
other venues. It’s a hands-on, prac-
tical way to learn how to incorpo-
rate storytelling into nearly every 
situation.

Even though storytelling can 
seem daunting to many and fi lled 
with potential failure, Dillon en-
courages readers to persevere.

“You might feel daunted at the 
magnitude of the task in front of 
you,” she writes. “Don’t let fear stop 
you. Just take one step at a time. 
Learn one story and start telling 
that. If it doesn’t seem to go well 
the fi rst time, don’t give up. Con-
sider why you [were] met with a 
negative response. Usually it is just 

a small thing that needs adjusting. 
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to show 
you how to proceed. You might be 
surprised at how He leads you.”
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